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Rail-roaders got steamed up
TEESDALE HERITAGE GROUP

CHRIS Lloyd, A ssistan t Editor 
of The N orthern Echo, was the 
speaker a t our Jan u a ry  meeting. 
With the title  of h is ta lk  being a  
potty potted h isto ry  of the  
Stockton & D arlington Railway, 
it was perhaps not inappropriate 
that Mr Lloyd should begin w ith 
a reference to Solomon de Cruz, 
a Frenchman who predicted th a t 
steam would one day move 
everything and w as prom ptly 
put in a lunatic asylum. A mix
ture of straightforw ard fact, leg
end, surmise and w hat could be 
described as rom antic  fiction 
punctuated Mr Lloyd’s account 
of the railway.

The im portance of coal in  
County D urham  m ean t th a t  
there was a  necessity to find 
means of tran sp o rtin g  large 
quantities of the  product as eco
nomically as possible. To th is 
end, the Dixon family had  plans 
for a canal to move coal from

Fine fellowship
TEESDALE FELLOWSHIP 

By Margaret Bayles
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A GOOD company of people 
assembled a t  M iddleton 
Methodist Chapel for the  fellow
ship meeting neld a  fortnight 
ago, when Mrs M aria Stokeld 
took the chair, and  introduced 
Mr Donald M arsdon from 
Cumbria, who was our speaker. 
He related his thoughts on S t 
Paul’s letter to the Colossians, 
while he was held a  prisoner in 
Rome. Mrs C hristine M arsdon 
was the soloist, contributing two 
solos, accompanied by M rs R uth  
Tallentire, who was the p ian ist 
for the evening. M rs P ea rl 
Tallentire and  M rs S heila  
Walton provided th e  re fre sh 
ments. Tbnight (Wednesday) a t 
7.30pm the speaker will be M rs 
Ruth Dent, and the singers Mr| 
and Mrs John  D ent, of 
Langleydale.

Choc heaven
PIERCEBRIDGE Wl 

By Josle Smith

MRS B ainbridge opened th e  
meeting on Jan u a ry  9, welcom
ing 10 m em bers. T he roads 
were very bad w ith  ice, an d  so 
some of the m em bers found it  
very difficult to a ttend . We w ere 
told th a t Mrs Allen and  M rs 
Milner were in hospital recover
ing from operations. We all w ish 
them well, and hope they  will be 
back with us very soon. We w ere 
reminded to b rin g  back  th e  
heart research  don a ted  je w 
ellery envelopes to  th e  n ex t 
meeting; also th a t th e  an n u al 
fee is now due. We read  th rough  
the County letter. One m em ber 
was going to  th e  cookery 
demonstration on Ja n u a ry  21, 
and we were th ink ing  of ideas 
for the sum m er outings.

Mrs Bainbridge in troduced  
our speakers, M rs H arrison  and  
her friend. They gave u s  a  very  
in teresting and  e n te r ta in in g  
talk on Thorntons chocolates -  
The Chocolate Heaven from  
1911, when the  firm  f irs t s ta r t 
ed. Now they have a  very  big 
range of sweets and  chocolates 
in beautifu l packages an d  
boxes, also celebration offers of 
wines and flowers w ith  choco
lates, and also a  d iabetic choco
late range. They kindly gave us 
chocolates to try, an a  m ost of 
the members bought som e of 
the tem pting  selection . P a t  
Crack organised a  w ord gam e 
for SMM and D M ounsey won 
theorize for th e  h ig h est score.

Tne results o f the com petition  
for a homemade covered choco
late box were: 1, J  Pounder; 2, E  
Brown; 3, J  Sm ith.

The next m eeting w ill be on 
February 13, and  th e  sp eak er 
will be Mrs P  Taylor on Life in  
the Yemen. The com petition will 
be for a  pot p lan t.

Cockfield Fell to the  Tees and 
then  the  coast, b u t th is  never 
m aterialised  and  a  fu rth er sug
gestion of a  railw ay from Bishop 
Auckland to Darlington w ith a 
canal from there  to Stockton also 
failed. Any form of tran sp o rt on 
a large scale needed a g rea t deal 
of money, as well as expertise, 
for i t  to be a  success and it was 
J o n a th a n  B ackhouse and 
Edw ard Pease who were able to 
supply the  m eans to build a  ra il
w ay betw een S tockton and  
D arlington. Opposition to the  
ra ilw ay  took various forms, 
including an  a ttem p t to over
whelm  Backhouse’s Darlington 
ban k  w ith  m ore prom issory 
notes th a n  he h ad  gold to 
redeem. Backhouse, through the 
Q uaker netw ork, w as able to 
find the gold, b u t supposedly lost 
a wagon wheel transporting  it 
and only ju s t  m anaged to reach 
D arlington in time. There is a 
story th a t George Stephenson, 
subsequen tly  eng ineer of the  
railway, walked barefoot for p a rt 
of h is  jo u rn ey  from 
N orthum berland to D arlington 
to m eet E dw ard  Pease, b u t 
ano ther version says Stephenson 
only removed his footwear to 
come into Pease’s presence.

The first rail of the Stockton & 
D arlington railw ay was laid by 
the  chairm an, Thomas Meynell, 
b u t he did not m ake a speech. 
Young boys are said to have sold 
copies of Meynell’s speech a t one 
penny  each, to  a gullible 
S tockton populace -  a  b lank  
sheet of paper. A larm  a t the  pos
sible explosions w hich could 
resu lt from the use of steam  was 
w idespread and there  w as ta lk  of 
the trouble the  railw ay would 
cause for farm  anim als. 
However, there  are still struc
tu res  visible which reflect the 
early history  of the  railway, but 
a lthough  th e  bu ild ing  of the  
Stockton & Darlington Railway 
changed the  face of N orth E ast 
England, of the  world, M r Lloyd 
felt th a t  the  a rea  had  sadly for
gotten th is  p a r t of its heritage. 
M r Eric  C arter, p re s id en t of 
Teesdale H eritage  Group 
,th an k ed  M r Lloyd for h is 
inform ative and  en te rta in in g  
talk.

O ur nex t m eeting  is in 
M iddleton-in-Teesdale village 
hall on Wednesday, F ebruary  12 
a t  7.30pm , w hen M r John  
W earm outh will give a ta lk  en ti
tled  Y esteryears. V isitors are  
welcome (£1 incl refreshm ents.)

Rainforest riches
STARTFORTH Wl

OUR first m eeting of the  New 
Year opened w ith  the  president, 
R ita  Liverseed, p resen ting  b irth 
day posies to herself, M argaret 
H all, N orm a Bowe and  C hristine 
Thistlethw aite .

A fter th e  business m eeting, 
she  welcom ed D r R ichard  
W arren, who spoke of h is  25 
y ea rs  w ork ing  to p reserv e  a 
piece of the  B razilian  rainforest; 
96% of th e  rain forest is estim at
ed to have been destroyed by log
gers who decim ate th e  tim ber, 
and  by farm ers and  developers. 
D r W arren has  been studying 
th e  orchids of th e  rainforest, and 
he is shortly  to publish  an  illus
tra te d  book docum enting  the  
species of th e  area. He is also 
conserv ing  severa l h u n d red  
species in  h is laboratory. He is 
involved w ith  the  Rio A tlantic 
Forest T rust, w hich aim s to pro
tec t th e  forest, to s tudy  the  flora 
and  fauna, and  to investigate 
fo res t reg en era tio n  p a tte rn s . 
R ita  L iverseed than k ed  him  for 
h is ta lk , w hich w as backed up by 
slides dem onstrating  the  variety  
of orchids and  th e ir  h ab ita ts .

The com petition for an  o rna
m en t w ith  a  flower decoration 
w as won by N orm a Bowe; 2, J a n  
Craig; 3, M elise Spencer, Iris  
B arker, J ill G ray and  C hristine 
T histlethw aite . The best bloom 
w as won by M argaret H all. O ur 
AGM w as on February  3.
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Regaled with glorious gardens of China
GAINFORD AND DISTRICT  

GARDENING CLUB 
By Jo Bird

JENNY Gilmour is a professional landscape gardener who has travelled 
extensively in the far east, spending a year in China, so she was well qual
ified to talk  about Chinese gardens a t the January  meeting.

Jenny explained th a t the Chinese symbol for a garden is a rectangle rep
resenting a courtyard, w ithin which is a central square representing a 
pond of water, with lines a t the top representing the home, opposite the 
archway entrance a t the base. This is the style of m any traditional gar
dens. Jenny showed us slides to illustrate her talk, showing th a t all the 
features on willow pattern  china are characteristic features in Chinese 
gardens, such as the zig-zag bridge to stop evil spirits. Wealthy people were 
able to use large areas of the landscape for gardens, retaining natural fea
tures of rock, pine trees, and water. Ponds are often covered with lotus 
flowers or contain carp, and pavilions or temples were built within gardens 
from which the garden could be viewed, or for meditation.

Use is made of light and shaded areas, and formations of honeycomb 
limestone are used, usually with bonsai trees. P lants are grown in plant 
nurseries to be brought out when in flower, and returned when their sea
son is over.

P lants and flowers are im portant in Chinese life and are the symbols for 
the seasons, w ith spring being symbolised by orchids, sum m er by bamboo, 
autum n by chrysanthem um s and w inter by w inter jasmine.

We were reminded th a t many of our well-known garden plants originat
ed in China, including the blue poppy, clematis, buddleia, viburnum, peony, 
rhododendron, and many more. Hundreds were brought back in seed form 
by E rnest Wilson, who gave his name to them  in the latin  form, ‘wilsonii’. 
The winding path  of English gardens was also an influence from China.

On Tuesday (February 11) Mark Riddle will be talking to us about 
Darlington Floral Displays. This is very timely to pick up some tips and 
find inspiration for making the best of our own baskets and tubs in coming 
months. The meeting begins a t 7.30pm a t Gainford village hall, and visi
tors and new members will be welcome.

Scenes on a snowy night
ROMALDKIRK Wl 
By Maureen Lind

JANUARY 9 w as a  very  slippery, cold, snowy 
n igh t, re su ltin g  in a  reduced a tten d an ce  a t  
our firs t m eeting  of th e  year. We w ere given a 
w arm  welcome and  good w ishes for th e  New 
Year by our p residen t, D oreen B ra ithw aite . 
A nn D ant, secretary, read  correspondence, 
including an  inv ita tion  from N ewbiggin W l to 
jo in  them  for a  m eal a t  th e  T hree  Tuns on 
F eb ruary  10. M em bers w ere asked  to consider 
m aking  an  an im al from recycled m a te ria l for 
th e  county m eeting  on A pril 8. Eggleston 
Show w as also discussed thoroughly; we w ere 
urged to b ring  our ideas and  choice of A  Far 
Country to th e  nex t m eeting. S peaker Jo h n  
W earm outh gave us an  excellent show of h is 
slides of up p er Teesdale, from th e  R ad a r 
S ta tion  on D un Fell, travelling  down th e  dale, 
show ing us fam iliar scenes b u t from d ifferent 
view points. My favourites w ere th e  flowers 
an d  tn e  dam sel flies. D oreen th an k ed  him  for 
coming and  sh arin g  his tim e and  photography 
skills w ith  us.

T he w in n e rs  of th e  com petition  for a 
Teesdale landscape photograph w ere M aureen 
Lind and  R osem ary Alford. The m eeting 
ended a fte r te a  and  biscuits w ere served by 
Rosie Sm ailes and  myself.

N ext m eeting  is on F e b ru a ry  13, w ith  
B arb ara  M arr from The B utterw ick  C hild ren’s 
Hospice. A dressed peg will be the  com petition.

Gallery’s  good team  w orks well together
THE CASTLE GALLERY 

ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING

Chairm an’s Report on the 
past year

TH E gallery  h as  been used for exhibi
tions du ring  40 w eeks of th e  year. 
A rtis ts  included several who have 
shown w orks in  th e  gallery  in  earlie r 
years, and  one newcom er who in tends 
to  hold an o th er exhibition in  th e  com
ing year.

Local groups w hich displayed also 
included one using  th e  gallery  for the  
f irs t tim e and  w hich h as  booked a 
re tu rn  visit.

O th e r exh ib itions have  included 
slides and  p r in ts  en te red  for th e  
Teesdale C alendar, and , as p a r t  of the  
tow n’s C hris tm as F estival, M r P ark in  
R aine showed a  collection of photo
g raphs of Bygone B arney  w hich w as 
very  popular.

W orks by pupils of Teesdale School 
w ere also shown — a rem inder to local 
a r t  teachers  th a t  du ring  weeks w hen

th e  gallery  is no t o therw ise occupied, 
schools m ay use i t  free of charge.

In  m ak ing  a rran g em en ts  for all 
these  exhibitions th e  gallery  com m it
tee is g ratefu l for th e  work done by 
officers and  s ta ff  of th e  W itham  H all 
itself, and  the  com m ittee w as very 
pleased to be able to help th e  W itham  
H all D evelopm ent F u n d  by th e  
gallery’s successful prize draw.

The gallery’s com m ittee is sm all 
b u t its  m em bers are  all very  w illing 
and  co-operate well w ith  each other, 
and  w ere sorry  th a t  S tephan ie  G ran t 
had  to resign th is  y ear because of h e r 
o ther com m itm ents; th e  com m ittee 
acknowledged w ith  th a n k s  h e r good 
w ork in  m aking  th e  gallery  m ore 
widely known.

P ractical im provem ents have been 
m ade to  th e  gallery: The lighting  of 
th e  n o rth  w all h a s  been  m uch 
im proved th rough  th e  generosity  of 
M r P a rk in  R aine, an d  M iss CM 
M ason has  kindly given a  folding 
table. Redecoration of th e  gallery  will 
ta k e  p lace in  th e  f ir s t  h a lf  of

February.
The y ear showed a  d isappoin ting  

decline in  th e  num ber o f people con
su ltin g  th e  g a lle ry ’s collection of 
bound copies of p a s t issues of the  
Teesdale Mercury. However read ers  
did come from a  w ide a rea , including 
S co tland , C um bria , C h esh ire  an d  
Sunderland , as well a s  Teesdale.

In  th e  even tual redevelopm ent of 
th e  W itham , th e  volum es m ay w ell be 
combined w ith  o th er local records in  a 
room reserved  for read ers  of archive 
m ateria ls.

T he red evelopm en t w ill a lso  
include a  new  gallery, probably in  a 
d ifferent style from th e  p re sen t one 
w hich w as inau g u ra ted  12 y ears  ago.

A t th e  A nnual G eneral M eeting of 
th e  C astle  G allery  held on Tuesday, 
Ja n u a ry  28, th e  following officials 
and  com m ittee m em bers w ere re 
elected: C hairm an: A lan W ilkinson; 
Hon Secretary : A nne M ason; Hon 
T reasu re r: A lan  Job ; C om m ittee  
m em bers: E lizabeth  C onran, Rosie 
Cross and  Jo h n  W atson. A.W.

Bill’s musical marvels
THE BARNARD CASTLE  

& DISTRICT HISTORY
SO CIETY___________

AN e n te r ta in in g  an d  m elodious p re sen ta tio n  
opened o u r p ro g ram m e for 2003 w h en  B ill 
Cum m ins dem onstra ted  clockwork m usic and  
explained some of th e  h is to ry  o f th e  m achines he 
ta lked  about.

U ntil th e  m iddle o f th e  19th century, hom e 
en te rta in m en t usually  m ean t sing ing  and  p lay ing  
an  in strum en t, often a  piano, b u t th e n  m usic 
boxes cam e in to  popular use. The origin o f th e  
m usic box w as in  Sw itzerland, developed from  th e  
re p e a te r  w atch  w hich produced a  p a r tic u la r  
sound every q u a rte r  hour. This device w as a  u se 
ful indicator of th e  tim e in  th e  d a rk  before m atch 
es w ere invented and  w as sufficiently accu ra te  for 
th e  age in  w hich it  w as used. The f irs t m usic 
boxes had  a  cylinder, or barre l, fitted  w ith  p ins 
which caught on a  comb and  produced no tes in  
the  sam e m anner as did a  rep ea te r w atch. To p re 
ven t continuous v ibration  of th e  notes a  dam per 
w as fitted  under each tooth of th e  comb. This w as 
commonly of b rass  b u t in  very  early  m usic boxes 
a  fea ther w as employed. M r C um m ins said  th a t  if  
th e  d am p er w as n o t w o rk ing  p ro p e rly  th e  
m achine “chirped like a  chicken” and  th is  had  
often led to oil being applied m istakenly, resu ltin g  
in a m usic box flooded w ith  oil to  no purpose.

E arly  m usic boxes w ere han d  m ade an d  th e  cor
rect positioning of the  pins w as determ ined  by a 
care fill lis tener who ad justed  them  as necessary  if 
each note w as no t qu ite  correct. More accura te  
th a n  la te r  m achine- m ade in s tru m en ts , these  
boxes could be dated  by w h e th er they  had  a  key 
on th e  outside. The cylinder w as even tually  
replaced by a  disc w hich becam e an  item  of m ass 
production, m any being m ade in  Leipzig. U nique 
to m usic boxes is the  construction of th e ir  corners, 
a  type of dovetail jo in t, and  m any  a re  beau tifu l 
pieces of w orkm anship.

A once fashionable novelty w as a  m usic box 
housed in a  photograph album . As w ith  m any 
o ther dom estic item s w hich lost th e ir  popularity  
these album s — and  perhaps m usic boxes in  gen
era l — w ere neglected and  d iscarded m aking  it 
now difficult to find one in  good condition. M usic 
boxes w ere incorporated in  clocks and  provided a  
more p leasan t way of a ttra c tin g  a tten tio n  th an  
the  raucous a larm  noises produced today.

M uch am usem ent w as caused by a  m usical 
m atch box, a  m odern toy m ade in  Jap a n . M r 
C um m ins’ ta lk  b rought back m em ories to several 
of h is listeners, and  he answ ered a  num ber of 
questions. The chairm an, M rs Dale, expressed 
the  th anks of the  large g a thering  for an  enjoyable 
afternoon.

The nex t m eeting, on Monday, F eb ruary  10, in 
The U nited Reformed C hurch H all a t  2pm , w ill be 
addressed by Cliff Brown and  h is subject w ill be 
P rospect H ouse, Bowes an d  th e  Y orkshire 
Schools .Visitors are  welcome (£1.50 including 
refreshm ents).
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I m a g i n e  were £2.99... £ 1 . 9 9

H U G E  R A N G E  O F
N e s t l 6  E a s t e r  E g g s

ANY 2  fo r  £ 4 .0 0 1
(Selected Lines Only)

F a s h i o n

M ens 'H e a v y  C o n stru ctio n '
C o r d  J e a n  J a c k e t s

...............................£ 4 . 9 9

M ens
'H en le y  S to rm ' 
S t r i p e  S h i r t
RRP £ 2 4 .9 9

M ens ' R e g a t t a '  Lined 
Pull O ver Head J a c k e t

RRP £ 3 7 .5 0 . . . .  £ 9 . 9 9

Lad ies C ham b ray  
C r o p p e d  T r o u s e r s
10/12 ,14/16 ,18  0 0

L a d ie s  S triped
Viscose B l o u s e  
Made for
National Company. 
Short Sleeved.
White Collar. RRP £ 1 8

S c o o p  P u r c h a s e  o f  
C l a s s i c  K n i t w e a r

W a is tc o a ts /S w e a te r s /C a r d ig a n s  

RRPs from  £ 1 8 . . . . £ 6 .9 9 *  £ 8  .9 9 e a

OR 2  FOR £ 1 2 . 0 0 1
L a r g e  S e l e c t i o n  o f  

C h i ld r e n s  S w i m w e a r !
C rop  Top &  C yc le  S h o rt-* f t
B i k i n i s ................................£ 3 . 9 9

S w i m s u i t s . . .  £ 3  . 9 9

S w i m T r u n k s .............. £ 1 . 9 9

S h o e s

L a d i e s  T r a i n e r s£3 .9 9 pr

le a
le a
le a

Baby
T - S n i r t s

ONLY! 9 9 pea

Baby Sleepsuits £1.25
O R  5  f o r  £ 5 !

ea

GREAT RANGE OF
B r a  &  B r i e f / T h o n g  .

S e t s  £ 3  ■9 9 set..J
a

S l o g g i s
4  P a irs  

W e r e  £ 1 3 .9 9

NOW! £11.99
C o tto n /P o lyes te r

N i g h t d r e s s e s

£ 2 . 5 0 iea

A

l

B o y ' s
T r a i n e r s
(not illustrated)

£6 . 9 9 ipr

D r e s s  F a b r i c s

H o l o g r a m  P A
F o i l  S h i m m e r . O N L Y l E Z . 5 0 M .

B l a c k  &  N a v y
C h e a p  S u i t i n g  ONLY! xl. 9 9 M

C r a f t s

S p e c i a l  A r a n  
C ream  &  Flecks. £ 2 . 9 9 ea

S t i c k y  B a c k  P a p e r  
1 Roll................................

Luggage
9 9 pea

E x p a n d a b l e  
C a s e s  « i  
From E7 . 9 9

H o r s e  M a r k e t ,  B a r n a r d  C a s t le  Tel: 0 1 9 3 3  9 3 7 2 3 3

Sale reductions are all shown quoting the previous price. Pries comparisons are also made with Manufacturers Recommended Rstail Pries fRRPl 
Singls priest are shown for sptcial purchase items bought in for ths Sals. All goods subject to being unsold. All sizes quoted are aDoraiimit.

SORRY. NO TELEPHONE ORDERS - PERSONAL SHOPPERS ONLY ON FIRST 2 DAYS OF SALE ■PP™mais.


