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Pulsating fun at Hamsterley
Wee

M O R E  th a n  6 5 0  p r im a r y  
s ch o o l c h i ld r e n  f r o m  31 
sch o o ls  in  T e e s d a le  a n d  
W e a rd a le , to o k  p a r t  in  th e  
t h i r d  a n n u a l  H a m s te r le y  
F o re s t R u r a l  R a n g e rs  in i t ia 
t iv e .

I t  co n s is ted  o f  a  series  o f  
m u lt i-a g e n c y  w o rk s h o p s  
d es ig n ed  to  te a c h  c h ild re n  
s a fe ty  in  a  r u r a l  e n v ir o n 
m e n t.

T h e y  in c lu d e d  w a te r  safe 
ty , h e a lth  a n d  fitn ess , fa rm  
safety , a n d  e v e n  h o w  to  d e a l 
w it h  b u l ly in g  in  sch o o l -  
w h ic h  w a s  o rg a n is e d  b y  
J ig s a w , fro m  B a r n a r d

C as tle .
T e e s d a le  sch o o ls  ta k in g  

p a r t  in c lu d e d  S ta r t fo r th ,  
M  i d  d  1 e  t  o  n  - i  n  - T e  e s d  a  1 e , 
F o re s t, C o c k fie ld , E v e n w o o d  
a n d  S ta in d ro p .

C o u rs e  c o -o rd in a to r , S g t 
M ic k  H u tc h in s o n , W e a r  a n d  
Tees c o m m u n ity  s a fe ty  o f f i 
cer, to ld  th e  M e r c u r y : “T h e  
w o rk s h o p s  a re  in v a lu a b le  in  
s h o w in g  c h i ld r e n  in  r u r a l  
a re a s  h o w  to  d e a l w ith  d i f f i 
c u lt  s itu a tio n s .”
COCKFIELD children checking 
their pulses before having a 
series of exercises, p ic tu r e d  le ft.

Lodge’s long walk 
for local scouts

u m m

Gymnasts shine at Teesdale assembly

PICTURED: Teesdale School's talented gym nasts, 
bly.

T A L E N T E D  Teesdale School gym nasts w en t 
through th e ir  paces a t the  achievem ent assem
bly, w hich  th e  school held  to  m a rk  special 
achievem ent byits pupils.

G a b rie lle  B r ig h t-M a ttin s o n , V ic to ria  
B ainbridge, A m y  B racegirdle, E m m a Docherty  
and Ashleigh S torey took p a rt in  the opening dis
play, being a group o f beginners who have m ade

w ho gave a display during the achievem ent assem-

rap id  progress over the las t few months.
Year 10 beginner, Beccy Hughes, and E leanor 

S m ith , an in term ed ia te  Year 9, also performed  
tw o in d iv id u a l routines.

The assembly finished w ith  a pairs routine by 
N icola Bainbridge and S arah S m ith , who per
form  a t county acrobatics level.

A S  p a r t  o f th e ir  e fforts  fo r  
Freemasonry in the Community 
week, mem bers and friends o f 
th e  S tra th m o re  Lodge in  
B a r n a r d  C a s tle  completed the  
100 m ile  Teesdale W ay from  
D ufton to th e  South G are. They  
have ra ised  over £ 2 ,0 0 0  in  
sponsorship towards the  costs 
fo r six m em bers o f th e  1st 
B a rn a rd  C astle  Scout G roup  
tra v e llin g  to th e  2 0 th  W orld  
Jam boree in  K u a la  L u m p u r, 
T h a ilan d  on Decem ber 28  th is
year.

The photograph is o f the six

local scouts who w ill  be p a rtic i
pating:

T h ey  are Jack W h ite , P eter  
W illiam s, Ashley Moore, M a r t in  
K n e lle r , A la n  C ra w le y  and  
Steven B ainbridge.

Tm  here to help’ pledges 
Gainford’s new beat officer

G a l l o w s  j i b e  a  

k i c k  in  t h e  t e e t h
A  ‘K IC K  in  the teeth1 was how 
G a in f o r d  parish council
described a petition to remove 
th e  ‘G ainfora Gallows’ from the

G A IN F O R D  parish council w el
comed th e ir new beat officer a t 
th e ir la test m eeting.

PC Angie M oran  was in tro 
duced to the council by Robin  
Trounson, C h ie f S u p erin ten  
d en t o f th e  W e a r and Tees 
Division.

H e  told the council th a t he 
was there to support PC M oran  
and would be spending tim e  
w a lk in g  around th e  v illag e  
w ith  her to learn  about the  
policing needs of G a in fo rd .

PC M oran  said th a t she had 
taken  over as the beat officer a t 
the end o f A p ril. From  A p ril to 
Ju ly  there  nad been 33 inci
dents reported to the police, of 
which 11 were crimes.

The crimes included thefts of 
a bum per and re a r  w indow  
from  cars. A  car w hich was 
parked near Barford H a ll w hile  
its owner w ent fishing, had its  
windows smashed. Some flow
ers and flower-pots had also 
been stolen.

There  had been a th e ft from  
the build ing site near W alton  
C ountry Stores, w hich resulted  
in  two arrests and aH the prop
erty  was recovered.

There were a few build ing  
sites in  the  village, and PC  
M oran  had visited them  a ll to 
give them  some crim e preven
tion advice.

One o f the m ain  problems in  
th e  v illag e  had been w ith  
youths causing disturbances.
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PC Moran.
These included rid in g  m otor
bikes, congregating in  the  foyer 
of S t M a ry ’s church, p laying  
football near the Lord Nelson  
and two girls p laying  chicken 
on the road.

PC M oran  said th a t she was 
tak in g  steps to sort out the  
problems and had a lready spo
ken to one o f the youngsters 
who had been p laying  on the  
m otorbike and would Took into  
the other problems.

“T h e  question is w h a t is 
there  for youngsters to do?” 
said PC  M o ran . ‘T m  qu ite  
happy to help out w ith  any
th in g  to relieve the  boredom.”

C h a irm a n , Coun W endy  
W ithers, said th a t as a paren t 
of teenage children she was

concerned about street drugs. 
“W h a t w ould you advise to p re 
ven t this?” she asked.

PC M o ran  said th a t she was  
hoping to organise a workshop  
w h ere  p aren ts  could le a rn  
about the  dangers o f drugs. She 
was hoping people would be 
in terested in  th is  and said she 
hoped about 30 people w ould  
attend.

M em bers o f th e  council said  
th a t there  had been problems  
w ith  drugs in  G ainford  in  the  
past. H ow ever, P C  M o ra n  
stressed th a t w h ile  she had  
been w a lk in g  around th e  v il
lage and ta lk in g  to young peo- 

. pie she had seen no evidence o f 
drug  abuse.

“P lease don’t  h e s ita te  to 
come and speak to m e,” said PC  
M oran . “I  don’t  have a problem  
w ith  people coming up to m e, I  
re a lly  don’t  m ind. I f  I ’m  not 
around, people can contact me  
a t the police s tation .”

The council agreed th a t since 
PC  M o ra n ’s a r r iv a l m ost o f 
th em  had seen h e r w a lk in g  
around the  village.

“W e’ve a ll noticed her pres
ence,” said  C oun B r ia n  
Biddiscombe. “W e’ve had police 
in  th e  past b u t not re a lly  
noticed them .

“T he  police au th o rity  should 
be congratulated on th is  in it ia 
tive. I t  has been asked for for 
years, and now i t  seems to be 
happening.”

BARRIE EILBECK
Time Served Free Estimates 

PAINTER AND DECORATOR
Airless spraying 

Tel. T e es d a le  690 3 26  
M o b ile  0781 1015754  

www.barrieeilbeck.co.uk

v illage  green.
Tw enty-tw o households had 

signed the petition to remove 
th e  ju b ile e  burner from the 
green.

The  petition said that not 
m an y people had turned up to 
th e  lig h tin g  of the burner, the 
gas had been expensive, and 
the only purpose it  served was 
as an  advert for British Gas. j 
People on the bus had also been I 
heard  jok ing , “when was the 
next hanging at Gainford gal- I 
lows?”

“A fte r  a ll the hard work, to | 
receive something like this is a j 
b it o f a  k ick  in  the teeth,” said ! 
chairm an, Wendy Withers.

T h e  council acknowledged 
th a t children had begun to play 
on the burner which could pres- i 
e n t a  safety hazard.

However, the burner had now I 
been rem oved, the council j 
heard. One o f the reasons for 
th e  delay was th a t it  took a lot 
of w o rk  to dismantle it.

“W ouldn’t  i t  be nice if  they 
said thank-you for a ll the hard I 
w o rk ,” said Coun Ken Hodgson. ' 

Residents around the green 
h ad  com plained in  the past 
about th e  scorch marks from j 
the  bonfire. However, the grass 
had now grown back, and the 
delay had been because of the 
w eath er, said Coun Jack 
D iam ond.

“Som e people round the 
green th in k  i t ’s their private 
garden,” he said.

Coun N ew m an  Smith point
ed out th a t one o f the names on 
th e  p e titio n  w as only eight 
years-old. “I t ’s rent-a-crowd!* 
he said.

J o b s  a ro u n d  th e  h o u s e ?  C a ll in th e  e x p e r ts ! Cteve Sumpton 
BUILDING 

CONTRACTOR

GARY BURTON
H O U S E H O L D  R E M O VA LS  

LO C A L & N A T IO N W ID E  
FULL & PART LO A D S  

H A N D LE D  
Fully Insured.

Tel. Teesdale 631011

L. S W IN B A N K
E L E C T R IC A L  

j  Installations and Repairs. 
Free Estimates.

24 hours call out. 
Tel/Fax 01833 640579 
Mobile: 07967 501898

BRIAN HALL
PLUMBING & HEATING  

ENGINEERS  
Oil Central Heating, Gas 

Combi’s.
General Heating & Plumbing 

Repairs.
Corgi Registered Installers 

Tel. 01388 834360 
Mobile

07967 132829

D. FINN
C O C K FIE LD

PLUMBING HEATING 
AND BUILDING 

Free Estimates

Tel. Bishop Auckland 718857

DRAINS
R odded, R epaired , 

Insta lled  
C a l l  C. P. Wallis 
01388  710182  

M o b ile  0778 8117603

A. TOBBELL 
& Sons

f o r  q u ic k  a n d  e f f ic ie n t  w o rk
All types of

Plumbing and 
Heating Installations

Estimates free 

Tel. Teesdale 
638873 & 690884

Fax T eesd a le  638873
Corgi Registered Fitter

J. C. ROOFING
Flat Roofing Specialists.

Also Slating, Tiling, Guttering, 
Pointing. P.V.C.u Facias and Soffits. 
Free quotation. Prompt attention. 

Tel. 01833 630989 
Mobile 0771 4401875

< V >  DOMESTIC 
J L  RESCUE

F a s t  Q u a l i ty  R e p a i r s  T o  All 
W ashers, Dryers, 
Fridges, Freezers, 

D ishw ashers, Cookers, 
M icrow aves, Vacuum  

Cleaners.
F r e e  C a ll  O u t  

All W o rk  G u a r a n t e e d
Help is only a call aw ay  

01388 488631

I I R  _ 1I f r T
m m irucLd

P R I V I L E G E

A

C O M P L E T E  

H E A T IN G  O IL  

S U P P L Y  

S E R V IC E

( 0 1 3 2 5 )  3 0 3 1 2 1

S 8 B BUILDERS
All a sp e c ts  o f bu ild ing - 
p lu m b in g  an d  jo inery .

No job to small 
All genuine quotes beaten. 
For F R E E  E S T IM A TE  call 

07787 565514

Plastering, Tiling, Stone and 
Brickwork, Paving, Damp 

Proofing and Timber Treatment

Sovereign Approved Contractors 

30 year guarantee

Tel: 07710  144488/ 
07703  114563 

Hom e: 01833 660896

SUITES & CARPETS 
Professionally Cleaned

Full Professional Qualifications 
Member of National Carpet Cleaners Association 

For FREE Estimates and Advice

T. & T. ELECTRICS
L. TENNICK, BUTTERKNOWLE 

All Electrical Installations 
Rewires Showers
Extensions Repairs

Burglar Alarms 
Free Estimates 

Guaranteed work.
Tel.

Bishop Auckland 710258

Andrew Moffatt
T.V. V id e o ,  D V D  +  S o u n d  

S y s t e m s ,  P ro - L o g ic ,  
R e p a i r s ,  I n s ta l la t io n s ,  

S e t - u p s  +
A c c e s s o r i e s  s u p p l i e d

0 1 8 3 3  6 3 7 8 6 7  

0 7 7 6 8  1 2 5 0 8 6

JOHN DOBSON 
Roofing Felting specialists
Slating, Tiling, Guttering, 
New Roofing, Chimneys 
and Ridge Re-pointing 

Distance no object. 
Estimates FREE 

01833 640533 after 6 p.m. 
Mobile: 07977 845312

ACE
Bishop Auckland 601986

CARPET FITTING  
SERVICE

New carpets fitted and 
old carpets refitted.

I. D. McMullen & Son 
Ebenezer House, Cockfield 

01388 710176 
(Est. 30 years)

MICK COLLINSON 
& SONS

Building and Maintenance 
Contractor

uPVC Doors and Windows, 
Conservatories and Porches, 

Garages, Extensions, Conversions, 
Kitchens and Bathrooms, 

Plumbing, Stonework, Joinery, 
Patios and Paving.
Tel. 01833 640064

R o b e r t  C h i l d  
E l e c t r i c a l  C o n t r a c t o r

from extra sockets to full rewires 
plus general maintenance work. 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Work guaranteed 

Phone. 01388 718574 
Mobile: 07790 127384

PLUMBING
SERVICES

M ick C o llin so n  & S o n s 

Tel. 01833 640064

A B E L L  C L E A N C A R E
Carpets and upholstery professionally 

cleaned, (includes leather suites) 
Free de-odourisation; Stain protection 

available. Fully insured.
FREE ESTIMATES 
Tel: 01325 380315 

Mobile: 07860 647943

TV AERIALS
R e p a i r s  

R e n e w a l s  
N e w  i n s t a l l a t i o n s .  

01833 690841 
0777 9469024

Nicholson’s
Domestics

Your Automatic choice for fast, 
friendly repairs to washers, 

dryers, cookers, cleaners, fridges 
Dyson Cleaners repaired

FR E E  C A L L  O U T  
New, graded and recon. 

appliances supplied.
Good selection of 

small domestic appliances 
8A Market Place,
Barnard Castle.

T e l .  0 1 8 3 3  6 3 7 6 6 6  ( s h o p )  
o r  0 1 3 8 8  7 1 0 5 4 3

Evenings or Answer Phone 
Philip’s mobile. 07711 704629

B R U C E  K IR B Y  
T V  S E R V IC E S

M id d le to n -in -T eesd a le

W e re p a ir  m o s t  m a k e s  o f 
TV’s  a n d  V id eo s  & 

C o m p u te r  m o n ito rs

A lso  sa le s  o f TV ’s, Videos, 
D om estic  Appliances and  

Sm all Electrical G oods

Tel: 01833 640294

J. A. WALKER
Heating and Plumbing 

Contractor
Gas, Oil, L.P.G. and Solid 

Fuel
Boilers expertly serviced 

and commissioned.
Free quotations.

Phone 01833 660768

B. Dryden
P A I N T E R

D E C O R A T O R

TEL: 630526 
MOBILE: 07960 044764

SKIP HIRE 
MINI & MIDI

Ideal for garden and building 
waste.

Competitive rates. 
Covering all Teesdale 

M .H . Hodgson  
0 1 3 2 5  730236  

o r 0 7 9 7 9  645680

J. HALL
ELECTRICAL AND ALARMS

Repairs and rewires, etc. 

Alarms 
from £ 1 9 9  

Prompt and Reliable Service 
Tel:01388 718581 Mobile: 07831 433176

TV Aerial 
repairs

Est. 1984

TAIT AND HOPE
P l u m b i n g  a n d  H e a t i n g

C o rg i R e g is te r e d  G a s  In s ta lle r  
B a th ro o m  S u i te s  
Afl T y p e s  o f H e a tin g l r y S  J 
B o ile r S e r v ic e s  \ W y  
C .l.T .B . A C S  G a s  \ /  

R e g is te r e d  F itte rs
T e l .  0 1 8 3 3  6 6 0 7 1 2  

0 1 8 3 3  6 6 0 9 6 2

ALL TYPES OF JOINERY 
WORK

A ls o  P V C  a n d  S e a l e d  U n its  
f i t te d .

Ring RALPH BEADLE 
Teesdale 631748

B .W .
E L E C T R I C A L  S E R V I C E S

For all your electrical 
requirements 

From an extra socket to a 
complete rewire.

O v e r 2 0  ye a rs  e xp e rie n ce  

A ll w o rk  g u a ra n te e d  
For a free estimate call 

018 3 3  6 2 7 5 0 5 /0 7 7 1 9  553 3 35

J. HILL
PAINTER & DECORATOR 

ESTIMATES FREE 

Tel. 01833 660909 
or 07801 031013

T h e  a d v e r t i s i n g  

d e a d l i n e  f o r  t h i s  p ag e  

i s  1 2  n o o n  o n  

T h u r s d a y .

B o o k  y o u r  a d v e r t  n o w  

b y  c a l l i n g  

0 1 8 3 3  6 3 7 1 4 0

ROD’S ELECTRIC 
SWEEP

M em ber of the National 
Association of Chim ney  

Sw eeps.

Tel. 01833 627281

L  &  P

BUILDING CONTRACTORS
Experienced in all aspects of building work. 

Extensions, Joinery, Roofing, 
Windows, etc. Small jobs welcome. 

Mob: 07786 434684 
07814 024561

S K I P  H IR E
ALL AREAS COVERED. 

FAST & EFFICIENT SERVICE 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

f & r  J A C K S O N  Ltd.

Phone 01833 660367
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