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IDetpiS into the lasit
TODAY B a rn a rd  C astle  is 
know n as a  m ark e t town, b u t if 
we tu rn  back th e  clock to the  
19th cen tury  we would find th a t  
i t  w as one of th e  m ost in d u stri­
alised tow ns in  County D urham , 
w ith  m ost of th e  different trades 
located on th e  Bank. These con­
sisted  m ostly of w eavers, ta n ­
ners , shoe-m akers, clock-mak­
e rs  and  others.

One trad e  th a t  goes back to 
th e  early  18th century  is the 
m aking and  re ta iling  of sporting 
and  m ilitary  guns w hich is still 
in  existence today if  only in  the 
re ta iling  of sporting guns.

Reader G O R D O N  F R E N C H  
from  A dd ison  Road, Toronto, 
Bishop A uckland , outlines the 
h istory  o f  the g un -m aking  
Rowntree fam ily  who were active 
in B arnard  Castle from  1810 to 
1879.

ONE of the  best-know n families 
of gun-m akers in the  town were 
Jam es Rowntree and h is son 
W illiam . Ja m e s  w as born a t 
C atterick  in  1792, the  son of a 
gardener, being the  oldest of 
four bro thers and a sister.

In  1810-12, out of h is appren­
ticesh ip  as a gun-m aker, he 
opened a shop in  the  m arket 
place, B arnard  Castle, situated  
ju s t  below the  Turks H ead pub­
lic house.

H is clientele were mostly the 
g en try  and  trav e lle rs  who 
stopped off a t  B arnard  Castle, 
en  rou te  to C arlisle  and 
Scotland.

O ther people who would have 
patronised him  would have been 
the  local farm ers and also the 
officers of the  D urham  and 
N orth  Yorkshire M ilitia, who 
w ere b a rracked  a t  B arnard  
Castle.

Business m ust have been very 
competitive a t  th is tim e because 
th e re  w ere th ree  o ther gun- 
m ak ers  tra d in g  in  B arn ard  
C astle. All would have been 
producing  flintlock fowling 
pieces, flintlock sporting  and 
m ilitary  rifles and  pistols.

On May 7, 1816, Jam es m ar­
ried  M ary M uncaster of 
B arnard  Castle. In  1817 a son, 
William, was bom . Their daugh­
te r  M ary was bom  in 1820 and 
on November 3 th a t year the 
children were baptised.
The Percussion Cap

The p a ten t of the  percussion 
cap revolutionised the  ignition 
of all weapons, both sporting 
and m ilitary, and is credited to 
Joseph  Egg, a London gun- 
m aker, b u t in my own m ind I am 
convinced the  credit m ust be 
a ttribu ted  to Joshua Shaw and 
Ja m es  Row ntree, a lthough  I 
have never come across any evi­
dence to support this.

I have exam ined guns by 
Rowntree, which were made to 
fire steel top h a t caps — the first 
type of percussion caps used.

In  the  book Engines o f  War, 
pub lished  in  1841 by a Mr 
W ilkinson, he sta ted  th a t Mr 
Egg purchased the pa ten t from 
Jam es Rowntree, who in tu rn

used the  idea of the  percussion 
cap which he obtained from a 
w orkm an of h is who had previ­
ously been employed by Joshua 
Shaw.

The sta tem en t of the work­
m an I believe to  be false. My 
research  has shown th a t the 
earliest known person employed 
by Rowntree was one Thomas 
Dalkin, apprentice gun-m aker 
of B arnard  Castle.

B usiness expanded into 
P en rith  as well. Guns were now 
being signed B arn ard  C astle 
and  Penrith . I have examined 
guns in  percussion, pinfire and 
early  cen tre  fire w ith  th is  
address engraved along the top 
rib of the barrels.

Jam es traded in Penrith  until 
he  retired  in 1856, and lived a t 
B runsw ick Square, P en rith . 
M eanwhile, the shops a t both 
B a rn ard  C astle  and  P en rith  
were ru n  by William and his 
family.

In  1854 som ething happened 
to suggest th a t  W illiam was 
going out of business. This he 
pu t a  stop to by by placing this 
advert in  th e  Tees d a le
M ercury  of Ju n e  7, 1854: 
W illiam  Rowntree Gun 
Manufacture Deny’s he is going 
out o f business and will continue 
to sell his new Double Guns with  
good twisted barrels, steel locks, 
good workm anship, well f in ­
ished and warranted at the low 
price o f  £3-3s-0d.

By 1858 the  business a t 
P en rith  had  moved to Front 
S tree t, ru n  by M argaret 
Row ntree, W illiam ’s elder 
daughter. W illiam Rowntree 
died on M arch 9, 1869, aged 52.

William’s wife and two daugh­
ters  carried on the business a t 
B arnard Castle as gun-makers, 
which would have been an ardu­
ous occupation.

The following are the cost of 
certain  item s sold by them  in 
1870 — Four cans of gunpowder 
12s (60p); bag of shot 8s (40p); 
bag of 14 bore wads 3s (15p); box 
of percussion caps 4s (20p).
End of an era

After William’s death Jam es 
returned to B arnard Castle with 
his th ird  wife and his 12-year- 
old daughter. His health  was 
fading and on October 23, 1874 
he died. He is buried alongside 
W illiam in B arnard  Castle 
churchyard. A headstone was 
erected for each of them.

M eanw hile, W illiam ’s wife 
Elizabeth carried on the busi­
ness until December 1879, when 
she sold it  to Robert Simpson a 
gunsm ith and ironmonger.

The two Rowntrees were top 
provincial gun-m akers who pro­
duced some first-class guns over 
the 69 years they were in busi­
ness. They invented different 
paten ts for the improvement of 
weapons, which I am convinced 
they sold to other gun-makers 
for royalties.

And Jam es Rowntree, I still 
believe, was the first gun-maker 
to build weapons using the per­
cussion cap.

hat’s in a nam e: G eoff W ood
^ t  L ynesack  th e y  h av e  a  
W om en's M eeting  P o in t w hose 
m em bers enjoy th ese  a rtic les 
in  th e  M e r c u r y .  L ike th e  
U n ited  R eform ed C hurch , la s t 
w eek, th ey  h av e  a  n u m b er of 
"-sons" am ong  th em , 
D o w s o n , P a t t i n s o n ,
R i c h a r d s o n ,  R o b s o n , an d  
W atso n .

Dow- an d  Daw- a re  bo th  p e t 
fo rm s o f D av id  w h ich  is 
H ebrew  in  orig in  an d  th o u g h t

J’s
Junior Fashions 

N O W  O P E N
at 15 M arket Place  

Barnard Castle  

Quality a t affordable prices

Prize crossword

DENTURES
REPAIRED

contact
D. & J . Illin g w o rth  
Dental Laboratory 

Te l. 0 1 3 8 8  8 3 2 0 1 3

AN SW ERS to la s t w eek’s Ian  
G a lle tley  p rize  crossw ord: 
Across -  6 Aerosol. 7 F irs t. 9 
See. 10 G rea t deal. 12 A t the  
double. 15 A rb itra to rs . 17 
Good looks. 19 111. 21 Below. 22 
D ecease. Down — 1 Lever. 2 
Pop. 3 Boar. 4 M ild Curry. 5 
Israe l. 8 B andit. 11 S taindrop. 
13 H orror. 14 B rooder. 16 
F lush . 18 Knee. 20 Zen.

W in n er’s nam e on Page 3. 
N e w  c ro s s w o rd  n e x t  w e e k .

Was Now
6'x4' £236 £199
7'x5’ £285 £220
8‘x6' £343 £278

plus Vat

F A N T A S T IC  V A L U E  
S P E C I A L  O F F E R

Garden Sheds, real quality tongued and groove 
boarding with extra heavy 2"x2" framework 

throughout.
Base coated and assembled FREE.

ALSO Greenhouses 8'x6’ from £369 inc. VAT, 
delivery, base plinth, staging and shelf one side, 

guttering and downpipe.
VISIT OUR LARGE DISPLAY AREA

HODGSON’S Tel. (01833) 650274 or 650591 N r. B a rn a rd  C a s tle

B P S

LE TTE R S  are w elcom e on  
any subject but should  be 
brief and to  the  point, not 
ex cee d in g  250  w o rd s . 
Please ensure they reach  
us at 24, M arket Place, 
B arnard Castle. OL12 8NB  
by first post Monday.

Cricket club appeal

to  m ean  "beloved, or friend" 
P a t tin -  is from  P a to n , a 
d im inu tive  of P a trick  w hich 
we looked a t  la s t  w eek. 
R ichard  also h a s  th e  elem ent 
ric for ru le r, an d  th e  -a rd  
m eans brave.

Rob- is sh o r t  for R obert, 
o rig inally  rod - b e rt w ith  the  
m ea n in g s  "fam e, b righ t"  
W hile W at- w as a  p e t form  of 
W alter w hich in  Old G erm an 
m ea n t "ru ling  people". D alkin  
(and D aw kins or D aykin) are  
also form ed from  David.

M ore from  L ynesack nex t 
w eek.

SIR -  B arnard Castle Cricket 
Club w ants to a ttra c t more 
young players and so ensure the 
future of the club and the game.

With this in mind, it will once 
again  be holding W ednesday 
evening practice sessions run  by 
our own mem bers, who, la s t 
year, obtained coaching qualifi­
cations w ith the  sole aim of 
helping youngsters.

These practice sessions get 
underw ay a t  6.30pm on 
Wednesday, May 2 and last for 
an hour and a  half. Ten are 
envisaged on successive 
Wednesdays, but more may be 
held in the school holidays if 
there is a demand.

The cricket club has a long 
history of encouraging youth, 
w ith many of its senior members 
like the secretary, Coun Newton 
Wood, being given their chance 
to play, as boys, by the late Fred 
Wilkinson, when he was head of

St Mary’s C of E junior school 
and captain of the 2nd XI.

Today, the club’s youngest 
p layer is 15-year-old M artin 
Donald of Bowes, who plays 
alongside his father for the town 
2nd XI.

Few villages in Teesdale now 
have a cricket XI and it is 
unlikely we will ever again see 
team s from Bowes, Romaldkirk, 
Mickleton, Stainton, Startforth, 
C otherstone, W horl ton and 
Winston playing on a regular 
basis.

I t  becomes even more impor­
tan t, therefore, for B arnard  
Castle Cricket Club to offer vil­
lage youngsters a chance to play, 
as well as children living in the 
town. They and their parents 
can rest assured they will be 
warm ly received and looked 
after.The club has been fortu­
nate to have been helped and 
encouraged to provide junior

cricket, by both Teesdale 
District Council and the County 
Durham  Cricket Development 
Board, whose representatives 
have spent many hours with 
officials during the w inter 
months, explaining w hat needed 
to be done.

As well as practice sessions, 
the club will hopefully be field­
ing two team s to play in the 
Darlington and Dales Jun ior 
Cricket League -  hopefully; 
because the Foot and Mouth dis­
ease outbreak could yet scupper 
all cricket in this area.

While the club can provide 
some equipment for juniors, it is 
not awash with bats, pads and 
gloves. In order to purchase new 
equipment, especially for ju n ­
iors, it proposes to charge 
youngsters £1 per session.

JOHN ASHWORTH
Vere Road,
Barnard Castle.

WITH th e  sp rea d  o f  F o o t and  M outh to  Upper Teesdale 
an d  e m o tio n s  r u n n in g  h ig h , m isinform ation and accu­
sa tio n s  a b o u t ille g a l sh ee p  m ovem ents are rife.

T h is  w e e k  M id d leton  h a s  b een  subjected to the same 
sad , p it ifu l s ig h t  o f  a n im a ls  b e in g  slaughtered that has 
b eco m e  co m m o n p la ce  a t C ockfield , Evenwood, Toft 
H ill an d  B u tte rk n o w le  o v er  th e  p ast w eeks. There is a 
p a r ticu la r ly  p o ig n a n t rea d er ’s le tter  on this page from 
L in d a  F a u lk n er  a t W oodland, sum m ing up most of our 
fe e lin g s  a t th is  w retch ed  tim e.

T h ere  is  a  f in e  l in e  b e tw e en  p u b lic  interest and per­
so n a l in tr u sio n  w h en  it  com es to  publish ing news. It’s 
e a sy  to  m ak e m ista k es. B u t it  d id n ’t help  when nation­
a l rad io  s ta te d  th a t p o lice  had  m oved a local family 
from  th e ir  farm  a fter  r ec e iv in g  death  threats, and 
w h en  w e  a sk ed  th e  p o lice , th is  w as n ot the case.

On a p o s itiv e  n o te , o n e  id ea  a t Thursday’s task 
grou p  m ee tin g  w as for  th e  estab lish m en t o f safe areas 
for  p u b lic  a ccess , th rou gh  th e  controlled  and moni­
tored  m ovem en t a w ay  o f  va lu a b le  and potentially vul­
n era b le  stock .

P o s it iv e  a c tio n  is  a  w a y  forw ard  for us all and 
e n a b le s  farm ers, b u s in e sse s  and th e  tourism  industry 
to  w ork  to g e th er  to  p u ll u s th rou gh  these difficult 
tim es.

Council is doing the best it can

The sound 
of silence

Views in brief...views in brief...

SIR  -  As I s ta n d  in  m y g a r ­
d en , is  t h a t  a  cow, sh eep  o r  
la m b  I h e a r , n o , m y e a r s  
d ece iv e  m e, e v e ry th in g  h a s  
gone.

A t th is  tim e  o f y e a r  you  c an  
u su a lly  h e a r  th em  ca llin g  to  
e a c h  o th e r , f ro m  fa rm  to  
fa rm , now  ju s t  s ilence. My 
eyes a re  so re  from  th e  e m p ti­
n e ss  o f th e  fie lds. I ta k e  a 
d e e p  b r e a th  to  c o llec t m y 
th o u g h ts  a n d  th e  sm oke from  
th e  f ire s  b u rn in g  a ro u n d  m e 
ch o k es  me.

I  t ry  a n d  p la n  a  ro u te  to  
tra v e l  from  m y hom e, w h ich  
w ay  c an  I  go, so I d o n ’t  h av e  
to  go p a s t  a  fa rm  th a t  h a s  th e  
v eh ic le s  o f d e s tru c tio n  o u t­
s id e  th em , th e re  no  lo n g e r  is 
a  way. T he  te a r s  ro ll dow n 
m y face, e v e ry  o n e  I sh ed  is 
fo r th e m  m o st in  o u r  h e a r ts  
a n d  th o u g h ts , th e  fa rm e rs , o f 
o u r  b e lo v e d  T ee sd a le  a n d  
beyond .

LINDA FAULKNER 
M id d le to n  R oad , W oodland.

Late Letters
D U E to  o u r  e a r ly  E a s te r  
d e a d l in e s  so m e  L e t t e r s  
r e a c h e d  u s  to o  l a te  fo r  
in c lu s io n  th i s  w e e k . We 
s h a l l  t r y  to  in c lu d e  th e m  
n e x t  w e e k .

T h e  a d v e r t i s in g  d e a d ­
l in e  fo r  th i s  p a g e  is  12 
m id d a y  o n  F r id a y .

SIR -  I would like to thank, 
through your column, all those 
residents of Cockfield who con­
tributed to the gifts presented to 
me at the AGM of the Cockfield 
Community Association to mark 
my retirem ent from the 
Association after 11 years. I 
would also like to thank the 
many friends who gave personal 
gifts.

The role of a Community 
Centre has changed dram atical­
ly over the past years, moving on 
from one of providing entertain­
m ent, to one catering for 
Education, inform ation and 
facilities for the young and old 
not available a t other establish­
ments.

The committee has been 
proud of it’s achievements in 
starting  a monthly newspaper, 
computer courses, fax and pho­
tocopying facilities, help in com­
piling CV^s and internet access 
to find work, not forgetting the 
much needed daily luncheon 
club. I hope th a t the new com­
m ittee will continue these and 
expand. I t  is im portant th a t 
everyone is aware th a t the 
Community Centre belongs to 
the people and the committee 
need to know your requirements 
in order to succeed.

I w ish the new committee 
every success in the future, but 
would like to give a special 
thanks to Mary Duggan who has 
helped so much with the dinners 
and many other ways over the 
years, I would not have been 
able to keep going for as long 
without her help.

Also, over the past few years, 
Brenda Armstrong, who has run 
the Junior Youth Club excellent­
ly and more recently taken on 
the secretarial duties.

She has always ben willing to 
help and I am sure tha t the 
Centre will grow from strength 
to strength in her energetic and 
capable hands.

DAVID PRIOR
Front Street,
Cockfield.

SIR -  One of the biggest criti­
cisms I get of Teesdale District 
Council is: “W hat do I get for my 
council tax?”

Then I get an answer: “My 
bins emptied.” And I add: “And 
the streets swept among other 
things.”1 am then told: “But not 
often enough.”

When you get the Best Value 
Performance Plan, this shows 
you what the council does, but it 
also gives a breakdown of the 
distribution of the council tax 
you pay, or who gets what.

You will find th a t Durham 
County Council gets about 79%, 
Teesdale about 17% and the 
Police Authority 8%.

This is based on a Band A 
property, so you have to decide 
which one is giving you value

(best value for your money), k: 
first find out who is respond! i 
for what service.

Personally, I find Eveniwi! 
and District get more done nor 
than  when I first came on t  
council, but we could do better f  

If  anyone complains to ■{ 
about a problem, I do my bestt: 
solve it. So, if you have anyttif 
you want redressing, please! 
not hesitate to call me.

Teesdale District Council da 
not get anything like ft 
amount of money larger autk| 
ities gets, but I will do my lei 
best to see tha t Evenmi 
Ramshaw and Evenwood Gi 
get their fair share.

Coun ARNOLD SM§ 
Shirley Close,
Evenwood.
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Our disappearing local names
SIR — C hristian  Aid thanks 
those in the local churches who 
provided the Lent Lunches and 
all the people who came to eat 
them. Those who did brave the 
snow and cold enjoyed the usual 
range of in teresting  soups 
included in our lunches.

In spite of the weather, we 
raised a really good total of 
£905, to help development work 
amongst the poor of the world.

SUSAN BARNES 
Christian Aid Co-ordinator, 
Woodside,
Barnard Castle.

SIR -  As ever, what excellent 
timing by the District Council!

When the Government acts to 
get people back into the country­
side, the cost of the principal car 
park is increased.

Not only will this encourage 
local people to by-pass Safeway’s 
(another Council debacle), but 
also discourage much wanted 
visitors.

MRS C. A. WHITE
Newgate,
Barnard Castle.

SIR -  Mr Geoff Woods asks 
about meanings of local words. 
Cala comes from California 
mine in Teesdale, a rich lead 
mine named after the rich silver 
mines in California being 
worked about the same time, 
but soon shortened to Cala mine 
and Cala Dams nearby.

I have long thought th a t 
many or our place names, and to 
a certain  extent, surnam es, 
partly originate from the way 
local people pronounce their 
words, being prone to take short 
cuts for the ease of saying.

On surnames we have Tallen 
for Tallentire, Tuer, Teward, 
Hewitt, Heward, H etherton, 
Hetherington, Warton, Walton 
and Warmeth for Wearmouth.

For place nam es we have 
Stonygle for Stonygill. Yudsep 
for Hudeshope, more correctly. 
Hudeshope, Ruekup, Rookhope, 
B autherstel for Balder dale, 
Auxsett for Aukside.

This la tte r  one spoken by 
myself and a few near locals to 
this day, who are fast dwindling, 
and with them  a num ber of

words my father used thatli 
dom, if ever, hear now.

Sett is probably the com 
version of the sides we i  
have. Some sets still standi 
their own right; Selset, Con®; 
Apperset, Conset.

Sett is described as a If 
upland pasture which maty# 
our outlying places formal 
were. Sett, Shield, Sheil, ski 
ing and Scale, for which we hi 
Scale Bank Newbiggin, ax 
another is The Bell Sheil (ft 
pretty sheiling) at Middle Si 
(sett), now only known as ft 
Bell.

Middle Side or Middle Sett:: 
is well-known that this areas* 
plundered by the Scots, fn£ 
ening away the occupants, b© 
ing down their houses, steak: 
their cattle and eating up allftj 
herbage with their own horses I

The large number of how 
being pastured there were sflj 
south before the Scots could 
among them.

C WATCH
Aukside,
Middleton-in-Teesdale.

Top quality great 
value schoolwear!

Boy’s School 
Trousers

Gingham School 
Dresses

Girl's Stretch  
Bootlegs
School Blouses 
& Shirts
W hite & Coloured 
Pique Polo Shirts
W hite Crew

School Jumpers 
& Cardigans
Girls School 
Skirts
Pinafore Dresses

IMS)m
Bad(

%

< to I
School!

Neck T-Shirts Pack of 4  
Platignum  

Ink Corrector Pens

£1.29
lowest value item free when you buy any two, other stationery terns mated a3fcf2ttjj

Trainer Socks 4-7  
3 Pair Pack 
Assorted  
School
C o lo u rs .... .t  l i # 3

W hite .......  £1.29

M a t  low low prices!

Boys School Socks 
Black, Navy, Grey, 
6-8, S -1 2 ,12 -3 , 4-6  
3 Pair Pack

£1.55
jowest value item free when vou buy any two, other chikjrenswear terns marked with a 3 far 2 ticket

Lowest value item free when you buy any two 
other hosiery items marked with a 3 for 2 ticket

W hite Ankle Socks 
6-8, 9-12,12-3,4-6 

3 Pair Pack

____£1.65
3 for 2 
on all 

childrens 
underwear 

age 4+
low est value item free when you : y:

other underwear items marked


