In the
Spotlight

this week:

Gordon Duffy has had a successful acting career after

of theatre and film work.
He was appearing in a pantomime in Teesdale when he

Goidon Duffy

training in London and Paris. He now lives in Barnard
Castle while teaching performing arts and studying for a
masters degree. He means to go back to full time acting in a
few years’ time and is likely to be seen regularly on televi-
sion once more. He has had interesting roles in a number of
popular TV series and in commercials as well as doing a lot

met Janice McGhie, who is now his wife. The couple have
linked their names to become the Duffy-McGhie family.
Janice, well known for her work in running Kirklands day

nursery, has a son and daughter, Holly 19 and Ben 18.

TV, theatie and
film actor

Gordon and Janice have two sons, Ralph 8 and George 3.

Gordon says he is happy to be at home while the boys are

growing up, rather than touring with stage plays or filming
on location, but he is also looking forward to acting again.

Farmer showed me how to handle

a sheep for my role

You have appeared in quite
a few series on television?

Ive been in Emmerdale, All
Creatures Great and Small, Stay
Lucky, Heartbeat and a number
of other shows.

Your relatives must be imp-
ressed when they see you on
the screen?

Not all of them - my mother
wants me to be in Coronation
Street and won't be impressed
unless | geta part in it.

What character did you
play in Emmerdale?

I was a nasty poacher who
shot the son of one of the regu-
lars. | enjoyed being in that pro-
gramme for nine weeks.

How did you get on with
the regulars in the cast?

They are all fairly nice people.
It was good to work with them.

What sort of character
were you in Heartbeat?

I was a farmer in that for a few
weeks. The storyline around that
time was about a beast on the
moors. When | went for the part
| took a copy ofthe Mercury with
a story about some creature
which had been attacking sheep
in Teesdale.

Did that help you?

It showed | knew something
about the kind of story that was
coming up in the programme. |
dont know if it helped but I got
the part, which I enjoyed.

Did you do any prepara-
tion for your farmer role?

AGRICULTURAL
WELDING AND

REPAIRS
Trailers, Flats and Tippers built to
order; also trailers rebuilt, chain
harrows trailed and mounted all
sizes. Also buckets, grabs, spikes,
etc.

TRACTOR HIRE up to 130 h.p.
4wd with or without operator. All at
competitive prices.

Tel. 01388 710123

or Mobile 0411 284617

MINI & M ID I

SKIP HIRE

Ideal for garden waste,
etc.
Competitive rates.
01325 730236
or 07979 645680

N
In the show 1had to handle an
injured sheep and turn it onto its
back. A farmer at Bowes showed
me how to do that. When that
incident came during the filming
I got hold of the sheep - which
was made up with fake blood -
and was able to turn it over.
Everyone was quite impressed.

When did you start as a
professional actor?

I got my first paid part when |
was 12. That was in Waiting for
Godot in the Little Theatre Guild
in Birmingham. | took turns in
the role with another boy. After
that | went back to school until |
did A levels.

And following that?

I went to the Mount View
Theatre School at Crouch End in
North London for three years.

Have any of the other stu-
dents there at the time made
it in a big way?

One of them was Simon Bow-
man, who has taken the lead in a
number of musicals.

What came next for you?

| went to Paris for two years to
study at the Jacques Le Coq
mime school in the south of the
city. It involved such things as
walking against the wind. | was
mainly interested in learning to
act physically rather than stand-
ing making speeches.

Did you study full time?

I could not afford to do that. |
usually attended morning class-
es and did jobs in the afternoon -

Heartbeat

teaching English as a foreign
language, working as a waiter
and doing laundry.

It must have been a fairly
hectic time for you?

It was fairly hand to mouth
but it was interesting being able
to study and work in Paris.

Were you able to land any
acting jobs there?

I did some TV adverts, one for
socks and another for camping
gear. It was good to have some-
thing like that on my CV.

Then it was back to Britain
and a search for work?

I was taken on fairly soon by a
touring company called Red Shift
and went on tour with Romeo
and Juliet. 1 also did another
tour. In between times | worked
in a restaurant as a waiter and
barman.

What was your first major
break on television?

That was a pilot programme
for Channel 4 about the Savoy
Hotel. It was all about trainee
chefs, and | played the part of
one trainee in the salmon depart-
ment. But the makers were not
quite sure where they were going
and the series was dropped.

How long did you spend on
it before it was shelved?

That took eight weeks. But it
was not wasted. If you are doing
something like that it can lead to
something else. Your agent can
send out details about you say-
ing, “Soon to be seen in ..

FARM & GARDEN

FOR SALE

GOOD BLACK TOP
SOIL

Delivered. Minimum 10 ton
load.
Contact
Teward Bros
Tel. 01833 650332
Mobile 0860 915857

WOLSINGHAM
ANIMAL FEEDS LTD.

Mart Entrance, Wolsingham,
Co. Durham, DL13 3DF.
Suppliers of pet foods, animal
foods, Denkavit calf and lambs
milk and accessories.

Tel. Sales
(01388) 527987

Managing Director: Maurice Pratt

D AH TURF SUPPLIES

O Quality, treated, purpose grown, fine
seeded lawn turf.

O Grown by ourselves for direct sales.

[0 Trade and Domestic customers welcome.

O Free laying guide supplied with order

‘Our turfis your lawn"

01388 834136

Mobile: 0411 842702

DA HULL, ROYAL OAK FARM, HEIGHINGTON, DL2 2UJ

Frankland
Balanced Feeds Ltd.

EWE’'D BE A-MAIZED

BY THE SPRING SHEEP FEED RANGE
ON OFFER
FROM TEESDALE STORE THIS SEASON

Matchmaker Ewe 18 Nuts
Maize Ewe 18 Blend (High UDP)
Maize Ewe 18 Rolls + Sopralin
Suger Beet Pellets
Products now available pre-bagged

TEESDALE STORE
ALWENT HALL
WINSTON
DARLINGTON
Telephone 01833 660177

Phone our representative Bernadette Hunt
for prices of bulk deliveries on 01325 730050

Give that untidy tractor a
new look for the summer by
having it repainted by us.
Also plant and machinery.
Cars, Vans, Trucks repainted.
For details

01388 710123
or 0411 284617

SEPTIC TANKS
EMPTIED

from £20 per tank.
Also DRAINS UNBLOCKED
with high-pressured jetter.

Tel. 01388

718933/718585
Mobile 0802 826569

filled.
W hinfield Farm

BEDDING PLANTS
READY NOW
Good selection of
Alpines, Perennials
Nursery
Winston Road, Gainford.

Baskets and Planters
%
and Shrubs.
Tel. 01325 730044

THE TEESDALE MERCURY

Gordon Duffy: many good television roles behind him

What came after that?

| was in a number ofadverts —
Budweiser beer, Courage Best
Bitter and John Smiths. Adverts
pay well and they also help to get

you known. o
Your next television show?
All Creatures Great and

Small. | was Alan the auctioneer
in some episodes. Some of the
filming was done at Leyburn,
where | was involved with a very
erratic sheep.

Did you make friends with
any of the stars of the series?

The actors like Christopher
Timothy and Robert Hardy were
all perfectly pleasant and good to
work with. Shows like that are a
good experience.

Any other meetings with
well known actors?

I was PC Abrahams in Stay
Lucky with Jan Francis and
Dennis Waterman. | had to
arrest Dennis in one scene.

Did you audition for any
other series?

I went for a part in the Chan-
nel 4 series The Manageress
starring Cheri Lunghi. It was
about the first woman boss of a
league football team. | was cho-
sen as one of the 18 players in
her squad.

Did you enjoy the role?

On the first day | suffered a
leg muscle injury and was car-
ried off and that was me out of
the series. | was sorry because
the show went fairly well. | was

TREE SURGERY

Dangerous trees felled and
removed. Fully insured. Free
estimates.

Contact: PAUL SIMPSON

Tel. 01833 637428

Robson Horticulture

Contract Gardeners
Private and Industrial
Maintenance
Grasscutting, Turfing,
Seeding,

Pools, Patios, Fencing,
Paving,

Tree Felling & Pruning.
Hedge Cutting.
Screened Top Soil.

W Landscapes.
* a Tel Teesdale
637946

For the Repair and Servicing of
all Motorcycles, Lawnmowers,
Chainsaws and all types of
Petrol Engine
Phone

DON DAY

Barningham 01833 62134%\»‘55

MDDLETONFORGE

STATION IND. ESTATE, MIDDLETON-IN-TEESDALE

TEL. 01833 640595

FAX 01833 640157

BUCDIM FERMNGVOOYLARUFS

Fencing Products in stock:-

Round Posts
12’ Rails 4”7 x 3”

Pig Netting

W all Top Posts
Posts

Rabbit Netting

Half Round Posts
5’&6° Sheep Hurdles

Tubular G ates/Posts

Also Bricks, Blocks, Plaster, Plywood,
Drainage, Tools, Alkethene, Yorkshire &
Conex Fittings, Electric Cable, Cement,
Artex, Paint, Sand / Gravel, Loft Insulation,
etc.

PROMPT DELIVERIES
OPEN DAILY 8.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m.

SATURDAYS 8.00 a.m. -

12.00 noon

particularly looking forward to
the role because | had a bit of
experience as a footballer. They
invited me back for a second
series but | was doing something
else by then.

What was your footballing
background?

I was on the books of Grimsby
Town as a 15 year old schoolboy
at the time Lawrie McMenemy
was manager. | was a left back
and played in the clubs boys’
team. But | was never going to be
good enough to become a profes-
sional player.

Have you ever been in a
film for the cinema?

I've been in a couiple of
movies. One was Invitation to
the Wedding with John Gielgud
and Ralph Richardson. They
both gave some helpful advice to
the younger actors but it was a
really awful film. | played an
American footballer.

It didn’t do well at the box
office?

It was hardly shown at all
before being released for TV. My
next film wasnt a lot better. It
was an American one, Lords of
Discipline. I was a GI recruit.

It gave you a tough time?

It meant getting up at 4.30am
for six weeks and going round
and round an assault course, get-
ting covered in mud.

How did you come to end
up in Teesdale?

I did several shows for the
Durham Theatre Company. |
came to Barnard Castle as the
Pirate King in a pantomime and
met Janice, who was in the audi-
ence. We got talking afterwards,
and before very long | made my
home here.

What are you doing now?

Teaching performing arts on
Teesside and studying for a mas-
ters degree. I'm doing this so |
can spend time at home with my
children while they are growing
up, and then I mean to go back to
full time acting.

What made you decide on
this change?

I toured all over the country
for six months with Wuthering
Heights. | remember being in
Southampton on a Saturday
night and dashing home for one
day before going off somewhere
else. 1 wasnt getting much time
with the children.

Any other factors?

I was in for a part in a com-
mercial for a type ofrice. If I had
got it there would have been two
weeks of filming in South Africa
and a £15,000 fee. | was called to
London five times and it cost me
about £700 but | didnt get it.

Do actors spend a lot of
fruitless time on auditions?

On average you get one job out
of 12 auditions, and 88% of act-
ors are out ofwork at any time.

But you still want to go
back to it full time?

I still enjoy some acting work
as well as teaching. When I'm
ready for more parts again 111 let
my agents know. I think I'll be a
better actor in future. It’s one of
those jobs in which you can get
better as you get older. 1 would
like to run my own company at
some point, taking shows into
village halls and small theatres.

CHIROPODY

Treatment in your own home
Joyce Robinson
BSc Hon. POD. MSCh
State Registered Chiropodist.

Reasonable fees.

Tel. 01388 710744

Wednesday, 19th May, 1999

All sorts of characters come
to life on special school day

There were lots of colourful
characters from books and
nursery rhymes on show when
nursery children paid to dress
up for World Book Day at

Cotherstone School. Their con

tributions raised over £40 for

Chernobyl disaster victims.
Niall Pattison Linighan
made a wonderful Pinocchio,

minus his nose which, and he

insisted he was telling the
truth, had fallen down the
lavatory at lunch time.

Everyone could hear Alice
Greener and her horse, com-
plete with bells, as they clip-
clopped their way to Banbury
Cross. There were characters
from Jack and the Beanstalk,
Jungle Book, Toy Story and
Fireman Sam. Nursery rhyme
characters included Ross Lan-
don as the Knave of Hearts,
Ashleigh Kettlewell as Little
Bo Peep and Laurence Wilcox
as The Grand Old Duke of
York.

One of the biggest cheers of
;he day was for head teacher
Mrs Pat Barker who was
dressed from head to toe in
green as Teletubby Dipsy.

Lyndon Greener as Woody
from Toy Story

ZETLAND HUNT

Flesh collection service.
Revised charges from 1st
June.

Sheep: £10.21 + VAT.
To be collected only by
hunt staff due to environ-
mental regulations.
Cattle over 6 months old,
£29.79 + VAT (Cattle under
6 months F.O.C))

All other charges remain
unaltered.

Laurence Wilcox and
Ross Landon

Christine Alderson keeps
an eye out for the wolf
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PUBLIC SPEAKING
I f these things concern you, then
now is the time to try

HYPNOTHERAPY

For a FREE CONSULTATION
contact Brian Lovatt
Daleholme, Masterman Place,
M iddleton-in-Teesdale.
Tel. 01833 640473 / 640680

&R FINE RJGS

A good selection of top
quality hand knotted, old
and modern rugs and Kelins

from around the world.
Open Tues-Sat. 10 a.m. -5.00p.fn.
Closed Sundays and Mondays

66 Galgate, Barnard Castle
> Telephone 01833 631100

BAEK HO

TAE

KWONDO

Free o Adie#™*

MARTIAL ART « OLYMPIC SPORT
Association Chief Instructor: Master Bryan Whiley 01388 718806
BUTTERKNOWLE Tuesdays and Fridays

BARNARD CAST

LE Wednesdays

MIDDLETON-IN-TEESDALE Thursdays

IT’S SPRING!

Need some paving flags for your patio,
rockery stone, garden walling?

Call us now for prices

(01833 660999) -

M ike

or visit Robin atour quarry works in Staindrop.

Bunfj
Natural Sto
Crazy paving, riven paving

ousie

ne Quarries
, flags, heads, cills, quoins,

walling and fireplaces.

BAKERS HOUSE DAY NURSERY

STAINDROP

Due to expansion, we have places available

for childcare - babies to 5 years.

Telephone: 01833 660112

ireenEouses BUILT ON 90 YEARS EXPERIENCE Workshops
Summerhouses Our quality is for people who refuse to compromise. Garages
Garden Sheds LARGE DISPLAY AREA Dog Kennels
Cotherstone
HODGSONSTel. (01833) 650274 or 650591 - gamard Caste
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