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Tragedy recalled as a dale 
soldier's letters are found

A l f  W a l t o n  w r o t e  t o  h i s  b e l o v e d  w i f e  b e f o r e  d y i n g  i n  a c t i o n

A lf W alton soon  
after h is  call-up

BUCKINGHAM PALACE.

I join with my grateful people 
in sending you this memorial 
of a brave life given for others 

in the Great War.

A n otice  sign ed  by  
K ing G eorge V

A lf and L ilian  Walton 
before he w ent to  w ar

W hen M rs D oreen  R hodes 
cam e acro ss a  b a tte re d  case 
am ong h e r  la te  cousin 's pos­
sessions i t  revealed a  moving 
episode in her family's history.

M rs R hodes, who liv e s  in  
Wilson S treet, B arnard  Castle, 
found the  case when she was 
clearing out he r cousin's home 
a fte r  h is  d ea th . In  i t  w ere a 
se rie s  of le t te r s  se n t by h e r 
uncle, Alfred E rnest Walton, to 
his wife Lilian during the first 
world war.

Alfred was the son of Louise 
Walton of Ware S treet in  Bar­
n a rd  C astle . He was a  baker 
by trade. He worked a t  George 
B urt's in  the  town, where the 
Co-op is now, and was a  mem­
ber of B a rn a rd  C astle  Band. 
He w as 24 w hen he m arried  
L ilian  W right of Thom pson's 
Cottage, Baliol Street.

A t the  s ta r t  of the w ar Alf­
red 's job was a  reserved occu­
pation bu t in  May 1917 he was 
called up to join the  3rd D ur­
ham  L igh t In fan try  in  South 
S h ie ld s , w a itin g  to  go to  
Prance.

His le tte rs  describe the day 
to day happenings of arm y life 
a s  w ell a s  w a n tin g  to  know  
w h a t is  h ap p en in g  a t  hom e. 
He writes: I  have come on very 
badly for food this week as we 
have nearly hungered o u t . . .  7 
would have wrote on Monday 
but I  have not been very well 
s in ce  m y  in o c u la tio n s . We 
have been issued  w ith  rifles  
a n d  I  can  te ll you  they  are 
h ea vy . I t  is  m u ch  ea sier  
moulding a few bread loaves.

In a  le tte r  dated  22nd May 
h e  is  c o n fin ed  to  b a rra c k s :  
Our room has been isolated. 
Most o f  the chaps have broken 
out w ith  bad faces. A bout 30 
o f us have got it.

I t  is  n o t  c le a r  w h a t th e y  
have got, bu t in  h is next le tter 
the two worst cases have been 
taken to hospital and the rest 
allowed out of isolation as he 
looks forward to a  weekend on 
leave with Lilian.

Crime i t  seems is not ju s t a 
recent social ill as Alfred asks 
h e r  to  sen d  h im  a  ta b le t  of 
soap: M ine has been sto len

L ilian  W alton w ith  h er  first son  A lfred and baby son  
TYevor, th e  ch ild  A lf Walton never saw

dear one so could you p u t me 
a tablet in your next parcel?

O th e r  l e t t e r s  re v e a l th e  
usual m oans of soldiers down 
the years:

We went on a 15 mile battal­
ion route march and I  can tell 
you my feet are a ll blistered  
and  I  am  quite  a cripple on 
my left foot.

Lilian m ight have been com­
p la in in g  ab o u t h im  send ing  
w ash ing  hom e a s  he  w rites: 
Here you don 't get your own  
things back and they are only 
h a l f  w a sh ed  so I  th in k  i t  
would be better i f  I  sent them  
home every fortnight.

Officers w ere obviously on 
the lookout for good shots with 
a  rifle as Alfred won two pack­
ets of tabs (cigarettes) for fir­
ing off 36 rounds of cartridges 
in 26 seconds as opposed to his 
officer's tim e of 39 seconds.

He suffers from loneliness as 
h is  te n d e r  w ords to  L ilia n  
show : I  th in k  o f  yo u  every  
m in u te  I  have  spare  a n d  
a lw a ys  b id  y o u  g o o d n ig h t  
before I  lay m y head down to 
rest.

H is le tte rs  from  5 th  S ep t­
em ber onwards are sent from 
th e  B r i t is h  E x p e d itio n a ry  
Force in Prance. He talks of a 
calm sea crossing bu t his des­
tin a tio n  h a s  been e ra sed  by

the  censors. He describes the 
country as hilly: Like going up 
Eggleston way . . . There are 
hundreds o f  troops here. You 
w ould wonder w hat they are 
going to do with them alL

“ I’m  g o i n g  t o  b e  i n  h o s p i t a l  

a  l o n g  t i m e .

If  o n l y  I’d  n o t  b e e n  i n  a  h u r r y . ”

H P  whom this scroll commemorates 
w as numbered among those who, 

at die call o fK ing  and  Countnj .left a ll  
that was dear to them,endured hardness, 
faced danger and finally passed out o f  
die sight o f  m en b q  d ie path o f  dutq  
a n d  s e lf  sacrifice,giving up their ow n  
liv e s  that others might live in freedom. 

Let those who come after see toir 
that h is  nam e be not forgotten.

/A lf r e d  H r/ie r t-  kJaltin  

L tve rj? o o /

A scroll sen t to  L ilian  
after th e  w ar

He was tra n s fe rre d  to the  
1/7 Kings Liverpool Regiment. 
M rs Rhodes is no t sure  why. 
She speculates th a t  i t  m ight 
have  been  on account of h is  
shooting prowess as h is le tter 
of 13th September tells of him 
going to the firing line: I  have 
m et E. Howe from  M ontalbo  
Terrace.We are go ing  up to 
where Teesy is. (Tfeesy was Tfees 
Nicholas Wright, Mrs Rhodes' 
father, well known to Alfred as 
he  w as a lso  a  m em b er of 
B arnard Castle Band). I  have 
not much news at the moment, 
although I  hear another one o f  
S m ith 's  la d s  h a s been  
knocked out.

The couple h ad  one child , 
Alfred, who was referred to in  
A lfs  le tte rs  as Babs. In  la te  
S e p te m b e r  1917 com es th e  
firs t h in t th a t  L ilian m ay be

B andsm an Tees Wright

pregnant again: You have not 
m e n tio n e d  a b o u t th e  o th er  
thing in your last letter, about 
how you are a n d  i f  you  are  
right again.

November sees him  mention 
the  M ercury: I  have got the  
Barney paper but w ould you  
send a S u n d a y  paper too? I  
am so pleased you are learn­
ing Babs to know daddy. B u t I  
often wonder i f  he w ill know  
m e a g a in  w h en  I  do com e  
back. I  only w ish  I  could be 
w ith  you a n d  then we could  
have gone to the dance a n d  
h a d  a good tim e. B u t never 
m ind dear, we shall make up 
for it when the time comes and  
this terrible hell on earth is all 
over. I  see from the paper that 
E. Dolan has been wounded. 
These things called shells, you  
w ould  th in k  no th in g  w ould  
live under them.

A lfred 's  la s t  le t te r ,  d a ted  
16th March 1918, refers to the 
death of his wife's grandm oth­
er, which he read about in the 
Mercury:

I  saw your grandm a's name 
in  the paper. Poor o ld  soul. 
S h e  w as one o f  those  good  
sorts. B u t everybody's tim e  
comes dear one and we cannot 
help it.

His own time was to come 24 
days la ter when he was killed 
in  ac tion  a t  F e s tu b e r t  n e a r  
Givenchy. He was 26. L ilian  
was pregnant and his younger 
son TVevor was born la ter th a t 
year.

In  a  re p o rt from  m en who 
were alongside Alfred in battle 
one e x tra c t  sa y s , "B etw een 
F e s tu b e rt and  G ivenchy our 
platoon was holding an advan­
ced trench. After a  tremendous 
b o m b ard m en t th e  G erm an s 
came over a t  9.15am and only 
a  few of us got away."

On 21st February 1922 a  let­
t e r  w as p o s te d  to  A lfred 's  
widow. It read, "I am directed 
to transm it to you the accom­
p an y in g  B ritish  W ar M edal 
and  the  Victory Medal which 
w ould  h a v e  b een  c o n fe rred  
upon 57311 P te  A.E. W alton 
had  he lived, in memory of his 
se rv ic e s  w ith  th e  B r i t is h  
Forces during the G reat War."

A lfred 's nam e is carved in  
stone  a t  th e  Loos M em orial 
a n d  B r it is h  C em etery , D ud 
Comer, France.

L ilian survived u n til 1936. 
She  is  b u r ie d  in  B a rn a rd  
C a s tle  c em e te ry  w h ere  h e r  
headstone reads,

D ea rest w ife  o f  P r iva te  
Alfred Walton, killed in  action 
9th April 1918.
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Farmers hear all about the 
latest range of tractors

Members of Forest Discuss­
ion Society held a meeting at 
High Force Hotel, organised by 
Mr Geoff Thorn on behalf of 
Carrs Agriculture.

A talk  was given by the nor­
thern  a rea  sales m anager Mr 
Ja m e s  S qu ire . He exp la ined  
th a t he was responsible for an 
a re a  r ig h t up to  the  Scottish 
border. His company grew out 
o f th e  e x p a n s io n  o f a  f irm  
called Agco.

Its range of tractors includ­
ed the Massey Ferguson 4200 
series, P e rk in s  w ater-cooled 
d ire c t  in je c tio n  d ie se l a n d  
N a tu ra l m odels. Some of the 
n e w es t o n es on th e  m a rk e t  
had  more space for the driver 
and passengers, excellent visi-

blity, m odem  heating  and ven­
tilation system s and  improved 
instrum ents and controls.

T h ey  f e a tu r e d  a  r a n g e  of 
g e a r  box o p tio n s , a ll w ith  a 
unique side sh ift control. The 
la test m achines had  bigger lift 
c a p a c i ty  a n d  s o p h is t ic a te d  
h y d ra u lic s  s y s te m s . M a n y  
w ere  f i t t e d  w ith  r a d io s  so 
fa rm e rs  could  c o m m u n ica te  
with one another.

Mr M aurice Toward extend­
ed h is thanks to Mr Thom  for 
a r r a n g in g  th e  m e e tin g  a n d  
also Mr Jam es Squire for giv­
ing a  talk , supported by slides 
and a  video.

The next m eeting will be on 
1 1 th  M arch  a t  H ig h  F o rce  
Hotel. Conservation issues will 
be discussed.

C h i l d r e n  s e n d  t h a n k s  t o  d a l e

These children at an orphanage in Lithuania w ere anxious 
to thank the people o f Teesdale for all their  kind efforts. 
They are p ictured during a v is it  by prison  officers from  
Deerbolt who organise annual aid trips to help them  and  
o th ers lik e  them . The m en tak e  c lo th es , toys, m ed ica l 
supplies and toiletries each year and are always happy to 
hear from people w ishing to donate item s for the collection.

C l a s s i c  C r e a t i o n s

by

IBudal fy le ttA  & o c ffo ie  o k
Bridal gowns, bridesmaids dresses, 
menswear and boys suit hire, mother of the bride, 
evening dresses, christening robes, communion 
dresses, handmade silk flowers and shoes by Meadows 
Stockists of Forever Yours bridal gowns
9 Toft Hill, Bishop Auckland  
Tel: 01388 -  835279

T I L L Y  B A I L E Y  &  I R V I N E
-------SOLICITORS & NOTARIES-------

F r e e  L e g a l  A d v i c e
Three million people a year are injured in accidents, yet only one in five 
victims make a claim for compensation. This is despite the fact that two 
thirds of the victims believe that something or someone else was to 
blame for the accident.
To increase public awareness of the opportunity for accident claims and 
the availability of free legal advice, the Law Society has launched a new 
scheme called "Accident Line".
Now, anyone who has had an accident can obtain free advice on 
whether or not they have a claim.
Tilly Bailey & Irvine have two Accident Line panel members operating the 
scheme at their Hartlepool office, and are now extending the free initial 
interview offer to their office at 8 Newgate, Barnard Castle (formerly 
Watsons).
Lesley Hemus, a solicitor at Tilly Bailey & Irvine's Barnard Castle office 
said "Too many accident victims miss out on compensation because 
they either don't realise that they may have a claim, or because they are 
worried about the possible legal costs. We are hoping that our free inter­
view offer will encourage accident victims to come forward and to claim 
the compensation to which they are entitled".
Lesley Hem us was born and raised in the North East.
She qualified as a solicitor in 1988 and joined Tilly Bailey & 
Irvine in December 1992 from a 
well respected firm of solicitors in 
Leicestershire.
Anyone who has had an accident 
may be entitled to compensation, 
and can contact Les ley Hem us

at Tilly Bailey &
Irvine

Telephone 01833 
638326
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