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cil, the public watchdog on all

medical matters, was given to
members of Cockfield Parish
Council by Linda Allen, its
Tfeesdale officer.

She explained how it works
independently to look after the
interests of patients,

Questions were asked about
fund holding and non-fund
holding doctors. She promised
to find out more information
on this subject.

Other questions were asked
about the time it takes ambu-
lances to arrive in Teesdale,
the waiting lists for consul-
tants and distances involved in
seeing them, waiting time in
hospitals and the cancellation
ofappointments.

It was an interesting discus-]
sion and Linda was thanked
for her assistance.

Garden party to

help research

Members of Barnard Castle
branch of the Arthritis and
Rheumatism Council for Res-
earch are holding a garden
party at Barningham Park on
Sunday 8th June from 2.30pm.

The gardens will be open to
walk around by permission of
Sir Anthony and Lady Mil-
bank. There will be various
stalls, with music provided by
the Tteesdale Brass Ensemble.
Teas will be served in the vil-
lage hall, where the whole
event will be held if the weath-
eris bad. Admission is £1; chil-
dren under 12 free.

Councillor resigns

Mr Alan Cox has resigned
from Cockfield Parish Council
because of pressure of other
commitments.

A poor turnout

Members of Bowes Parish
Council were disappointed
with the turnout at the annual
meeting in the village hall.
Only five members of the pub-
licattended.

ANTIQUE AND COLLECTORS FAIR

RAVENSWORTH VILLAGE HALL

(off the A66 Scotch Comer Bowes Road)
North Yorkshire

Sunday, 1st June
10a.m.- 4.30 p.m.
Home made refreshments.

Tel. 01845 587 345

The Three Tuns Inn
EGGLESTON
CHINESE EVENING

Friday, 30th May
£12.50 per head.

Tel. 650289

to reserve your table.

SUNBED

HIRE
from £30
Canopies & Double
Helo Tubes.
Free delivery.
01325 384143

The Moorcock Inn
HILL TOP, EGGLESTON

3 COURSE

SUNDAY LUNCH
Adults £6.00
Children £4.00

(Bookings preferred for table
reservations)

01833 650395

THE TEESDALE MERCURY

School hopes to build own

swim pool and sports hall

Following our report last

week about Teesdale School's
bid for technology status, there

is news that Staindrop Comp-
rehensive School wants to
become a community college.

If it is successful the aim
will be to build a swimming
pool and sports hall which can
be used by the pupils in school
hours and the rest of the pub-
lic at other times.

Mr Barry Hutchinson, who
is head teacher at the moment
pending the arrival of a new
head in the autumn, told the
Mercury that inquiries have
been started into the possibili-
ty ofgaining a lottery grant.

"There is a great need for
some sporting amenities that
can be used by our pupils,” he
said. "A sports hall and swim-
ming pool would be a major
step forward for the school.

"It would also be greatly
welcomed by the community of
this area, which has no sport-
ing facilities at all. People
have to go to either Barnard
Castle or Bishop Auckland for
a swim and it is about time
they had some amenities near-
er at hand."”

If the project does go ahead,
the school will include a num-
ber of other facilities that can
be used by pupils and will be
an asset to the local residents.

Mr Hutchinson said costings
have not yet been completed,
but he realises that if a lottery
grant is given the school itself
will have to raise a large sum
of money.

"We will have to face that if
we want to create new facili-
ties," he went on. "l am sure
we will work hard and will
also be given a lot of support.”

He said he chose to speak
about it at the moment after
reading last week's Mercury,
as he felt some people might
believe that only Teesdale
School has plans for the
future.

Glaxo Sports &
Social Club

Saturday, 31st May
8 p.m.
SATURDAY DANCE
SPECIAL

to Resident Duo
Pie and Peas Supper
Tickets £2.00

Sunday, 1st June
Country Music Night
with
GRACE AND NASH

Tickets £3.00
(all proceeds to Belmont Infant
School for the Visually Impaired)

Members and Bona fide guests only

WALWORTH CASTLE
HOTEL
Nr Darlington Tel 01325485470

Lunchtime Carvery
Two for £6.95 Mon.-Sat

Open all day every day for
Barprr?eals, Cal%ery%\ IayCarte

Quiz Night Sunday
Murder Mysteries

Civil Marriage Ceremonies
Please ring for Brochure

DAY
Throughout April and May on Friday and  *
Saturday Evenings only H
>old 2 meals for the price of 1 A
on Order Two Evening Menu Meals on Friday and A
V Saturday from 6 p.m. and receive the least expensive
V meal free of charge upon presentation of this advert. *
mANYDISTANCE Bookings preferred %
midhight)
One advert per couple. |
|
4 Market Place, Barnard Castle
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01833 637634

The proposals have been
welcomed by residents of the
Staindrop area, as well as by
the parents of the pupils, who
come from a widespread area
of the dale.

But one worry that will be

certain to crop up is the
impact another swimming pool

would have on the Teesdale
Sports Centre.
While a Staindrop pool

£500 given to

A full village hall at Winston
gave an enthusiastic go ahead
to the parish council's idea of
buying a field and wood below
the church as an amenity to
celebrate the millennium.

An anonymous donation of
£500 has since been received
towards its purchase.

Lots of attractions

at village carnival

Mickleton Carnival will give
its traditional welcome to
Teesdale residents and visitors
on Saturday 7th June. The fun
begins at 2pm with a fancy
dress parade through the vil-
lage led by the queen and her
attendants along with Barnard
Castle Youth Band.

Durham County Coun Alan
Scott will judge at 2.30pm and
formally open the festivities.
The field next to the village
hall will have many attrac-
tions including cross country
races, sports, bouncy castle,
tug o'war, tombola, cakes,
white elephant stall, coconut
shy, skittles, quoits and a
ducking stool. An attraction
this year is a six wheeled army
recovery crane whose remote
controlled crane-jib will attract
everyone aged from 9-90.

Home made teas will be on
sale in the village hall along
with an exhibition by Shildon
Model Railway Club. Profits
are for regional and local char-
ities.

Established 1985

HIGHLAND SHOW &
EDINBURGH SHOPPER
Thursday, 19th June
(First Day)
YORKSHIRE SHOW

Tuesday, 8th July
(First Day)
RIVERDANCE AT
NEWCASTLE
Wednesday, 1st October

For bookings please contact

01833 637641
or Freephone
(0800) 654321

Zm a

g i

Children's Parties Contact:

SPAIlifi OVeeffo
Tel. 01833 640333

Blacksmiths Arms
Mickleton
Tel. 01833 640605
Saturday, 31st May
"DANNY"
Popular Guitar Vocalist
Saturday, 7th June
"JOE ROBINSON"

As seen on Stars in Their Eyes.
Saturday, 14th June

"KRYSTYNA"
Raunchy Singer
Give your Dad a treat on Fathers'
Day.

George piotel
iPtmclmbge
JStr. ffiarltiifltou
OW: 01325 374576

SUMMER BALL
Saturday, 26th July. £22 each’
s 35én suite Bedrooms

) I__ovel¥ riverside settir

mal weddings now available.

would be handy for residents
of that village, and for people
from villages like Cockfield
and Evenwood, it could well
have a serious impact on tak-
ings at the sports centre.
Manager Gordon Hall and
his staff at the centre are cur-
rently trying to find ways of
attracting more users to boost
the takings, creating more sur-
plus to go to Teesdale Council.

help buy field

Coun Joe Porter, chairman,
outlined the proposal. After
comments and a vote a com-
mitteee was formed to oversee
the purchase of the land.

It was suggested there
might be more worthy causes
in the village. However, it was
generally felt that the field
and the views from it, men-
tioned in Robert Surtees’
History of Durham, were ass-
ets to the village and worth
preserving.

Chairman again

Long-serving Coun Eddie
Scott has been elected chair-
man of Startforth Parish
Council for a further term, and
Coun Mrs Ruth Bell has been
re-elected vice chairman.

Disco for all

A junior disco will be held at
Stainton Grove Community
Centre this Friday 6-9.30pm.
Admission is £1 with accompa-
nying parents free. Refresh-
ments will be on sale.

Mark Choules tells of life Youngadultsare

with Nato force in Bosnia

Gunner Mark Choules, 23,
of Barnard Castle, is a mem-
ber of 4th Regiment Royal
Artillery which arrived in
Bosnia in January for a six
month tour and is based in the
north. He is part of a crew
deployed to the town of
Brezicani with the Czech army
as part ofthe NATO force.

"It has been really interest-
ing working with the Czechs,"
said Mark. "Most of my time is
spent out on patrol with them
and checking local sites. The
majority of the locals are
friendly. They smile and wave
when we go past but we get
hostile reaction in certain
areas."

One of his lasting memories
will be of the beautiful coun-
tryside. Driving through the
mountain villages reminds
him of Corsica, until he sees
devastation. "It is particularly
upsetting to drive through a
village where they have des-
troyed one house completely
and next door is untouched,”
he says.

The regiment has self-pro-
pelled AS90 howitzer guns, the
British army’s latest pieces of
military hardware, which can
fire three rounds over 30 Kilo-
metres in under 10 seconds.

Appraisal for hall

Members of Stainton Grove
Community Association are
busy producing a community
appraisal questionnaire to be
delivered to houses on their
estate and in Stainton village
during the next few weeks.
The survey is to determine
what further use residents
would like to see made of the
community centre.

Gunner Mark Choules

The guns are a deterrent to
war breaking out again.

Mark likes to keep fit. He
goes running as he is a keen
cross country athlete and
plays a lot of hockey when he
is in Germany. After leaving
Teesdale School he studied at
Bishop Auckland College
before joining the army in
1995. He has served in Can-
ada, Corsica and Germany. His
parents Barry and Carol
Choules live in Barnard Cas-
tle, and he will visit them in
July.

Salt bins plan

A proposal to provide salt
bins at strategic locations in
Bowes will be considered by
members of the parish council
at their next meeting. It is
hoped the bins will give resi-
dents the opportunity to pro-
vide their own rapid response
to icy surfaces next winter.

invited to join
residential trip

Young people from Even-
wood are being invited to take
part in a Prince's Trust resi-
dential course in North York-
shire next month.

Groundwork West Durham
is looking for people from the
village between 18 and 25 who
are interested in joining others
from around the country for a
project from 7th-13th June.

They will be able to partici-
pate in a wide range of outdoor
activities, including forest
crafts, art workshops and
other team initiatives such as
first aid training. There will be
numerous social events organ-
ised during the week.

Caroline Granthier of Gro-
undwork West Durham told
the Mercury it was an excel-
lent opportunity for young peo-
ple to improve their confidence
as well as groupwork and per-
sonal skills. She said the expe-
rience could help improve their
job prospects too.

Anyone interested in taking
part can contact her on 01388
662666.

Derek Foster seeks

help for museum

Mr Derek Foster MP has
had a meeting in the past
week with the Minister of Arts
Mark Fisher to press for more
national recognition for The
Bowes Museum.

Mr Foster has long main-
tained that the museum is one
of the most important in the
country and should be given
more government support to
secure its long term future.

He hopes to have another
meeting with the minister in
the next few weeks.

WhaVs on In leesdate Village Watts in June

Sponsored by: Teesdale Village Hall Consortium

Please Note: New Members are welcome at most of the Clubs listed.
Please contact the hall representative for further details.

Bowes Village Hall tel. 628314

Every Monday 7.30 p.m.
Every Tuesday 8.00 p.m.
Every Monday 7.00 p.m.
Every Thursday 1.30 p.m.
Every Friday 6.00 p.m.
Thursday 5th 7.30 p.m.
Copley Village H
Every Monday 2.00 p.m
Every other Tuesday 7.45 p.m.

Keep Fit

Country Dancing
Theatre Group
Carpet Bowls

Youth Club

W.l. Monthly Meeting

all tel. 01388 710059

Carpet Bowls
Bingo

Copley Village Hall tel. 01388 710059

Every Monday
Every other Tuesday

2.00 p.m.
7.45 p.m.

Carpet Bowls
Bingo

Cotherstone Village Hall tel. 650788

Every Monday

Wednesday 4th & 18th 7.00 p.m.
Thursday 19th 7.30 p.m.
Friday 6th & 20th 2.00 p.m.
Wednesday 25th 7.30 p.m.
Thursday 26th

Friday 6th 8.00 p.m.
Saturday 7th 7.30 p.m.

Aerobics Class

Line Dancing

50/60 Club

Friday Club

Flower Club

W.l. outing Ring 650354 for details

Body Shop Party

Country Western Line Dancing Evening

Eggleston Village Hall tel. 6502526

Every Thursday
Tuesday 10th

7.45 p.m.
7.30 p.m.

Une Dancing
The Tuesday Club Tupperware Party

Evenwood & Ramshaw Community Centre tel. 01388 833715

Every Mon & Thurs  12.00-1.30 p.m.
Every Tues & Thurs 9.15- 11.30 a.m.

Every Tuesday 7.00 - 8.30 p.m.
Every Tuesday 7.00- 9.00 p.m.
Every Wednesday 1.00- 4.00 p.m.
Every Wednesday 1.00- 3.00 p.m
Every Wednesday 7.00- 9.00 p.m
Every Thursday 7.00 - 9.00 p.m.

Every Day
1st & 3rd Tues
Sunday 8th

1-3 p.m. & 5-7 p.m.
11 a.m.-4 p.m.

Luncheon Club
Mother & Toddler
Yoga

Dog Training
Carpet Bowls

. Art Class
. Youth Club

Slimming World

Power Lifters

C.A.B.

Table Top & Craft Fair

Gainford Village Hall tel. 01325 730509

Every Monday 7.00 p.m.
Every Tuesday 10.00 a.m.
Every Tuesday 1.30 p.m.
Every Tuesday 6.45 p.m.
Every Tuesday 8.00 p.m.
Every Wednesday 10.00 a.m.
Every Wednesday 6.30 p.m.
Wednesday 18th 7.30 p.m.
Every Thursday 6.30 p.m.
Thursday 12th & 26th 7.30 p.m.
Every Fnday 10.00 a.m.
Every Friday 1-3.30 p.m.
Every Friday 6.00 p.m.
Every Friday 7.00 p.m.
Wednesday 25th 7.30 p.m.

Yoga

Dressmaking
Afternoon Club
Aerobics

Badminton

Yoga

Ladies' Bowls
Women's Fellowship
Youth Club

Craft & Chat
Toddler Group
Computer Course (Bp. Auckland College)
Sequence Dancing
Taekwondo
Women’s Institute

Any time: Tennis Courts Club. All weather courts. New members welcome

Hemsterley Village

Every Monday 9.30 a.m.
Every Tuesday 7.00 p.m.
Every Wednesday 9.30 a.m.
Every Wednesday 7.30 p.m.
Every Thursday 7.30 p.m.
Tuesday 10th 7.00 p.m.

Hail tel. 01388 488323
Toddler Group

Bridge Club

Toddler Group

Carpet Bowls

Keep Fit

W.l. Monthly Meeting

Hutton Magna Village Hall
Ingleton & District Community Association tel. 01325 730250

Every Monday 10-12 noon
Every Monday 1.39-3.30 p.m.
Tuesday 17th 7.30 p.m.

Wednesday 4th 6 p.m.-7.30 p.m.

Wednesday 4th & 18th1.30 p.m.-3.30 p.

Wednesday 11th
Every Thursday

7.15 p.m.
10 a.m.-12 noon

Mother & Toddler
Art Group

Wine Club

Youth Club

m. Wednesday Club
W.I.

Mother & Toddler

Thursday 12th, 19th & 26th 6 p.m. -7.30 p.m. Youth Club
Langleydale School Community Centre tel. 637448

Tuesday 3rd 7.30 p.m.
Tuesday 10th 7.00 p.m.
Tuesday 24th 7.00 p.m.

Young Farmers' Club
Youth Club
Youth Club

Marwood Social Centre tel. 638589
Mickleton Village Hall tel. 640190

Every Monday 6.30 p.m.

Every Monday 6.30 p.m.
Every Tuesday 12.30 p.m.
Every Tuesday 6.00 p.m.
Wednesday 11th & 25th 2-4 p.m.
Every Wednesday 5.30- 6.30 p.m.
Every Wednesday 7.00 p.m.
Every Thursday 11.30 a.m.
Every Thursday 8.00 p.m.
Friday 13th 7.30 p.m.
Tuesday 3rd 7.30 p.m.

Aerobics

Dressmaking with Joyce Close
Computer Class (Bp. Auckland College)
Badminton

Wednesday Club

Taty Kites

Youth Club

Dales Lunch Club

Une Dancing with Maurice Foster
Circle Dancing

Village Hall Meeting

7.30 p.m.

11.30 a.m.

1.30 p.m.

7.30 p.m.
Middleton-in-Teesdale
10.00 a.m.

3
3
3

OT—TTO

3.00 p.m.
11.30 a.m.
1.00 p.m.
10.00 a.m.
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Afternoon

Parish Council Meeting

Vintage Motor Bike Rally Lunch Stop
Carnival

Northern Opera Concert

Village Hall tel. 640952

Toddler Group

. Weight Watchers

Luncheon Club

. Carpet Bowls

. Teesdale Players
Carpet Bowls

. Clinic

. School Play (rehearsal)

. Village Hall Committee

. School Play (rehearsal)
Wi

Whickham Fellside Lunch Club
Teesdale Enterprise Agency
First Call Housing

. School Play
Meeting (Teesdale Taverns)

. Parish Council Meeting

. WL

. Teesdale Enterprise Agency
Heritage Group
Church Summer Fair

Newbiggin Village Hall tel. 640235
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Winston Village H

9.30-12 noon
7.30 p.m.
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Every Friday
Wednesda;y 4th
Thursday 5t p.m.
Monday 9th p.m.
Wednesday 11th & 25th p.m.
Thursday 12th p.m.
Monday 16th p.m.
illag
p.m.
b.m.
.30 p
7.30 p.m.

e
Every Tuesday 7.30
Monday 2nd 7.30
Every Wednesday in June 7.30 -
Monday 16th

7.
Romaldkirk Readin

7.30 p.m.CTFlower Arranging

7.00 p.m. Yoga

7.30 p.m. WT. Meeting

10.45 a.m. Coffee Morning

Computer Course (Bp. Auckland College)
10.00 a.m Toddler Group
.m W.l. Meeting,

Room tel. 650815

h Hall tel. 660TBO

m 7.00 p.m. Step Aerobics
9.00 a.m. - noon Inav
Mothers & Toddlers
Ladies' Over 50 Keep Fit
PHAB Whist
Junior Youth Club
Line Dancing
. Over 60's Club
nobmles Lunch Club

Domino Drive

unity Centre tel. 690963
Monday Club with Bingo
Carpet Bowls or Darts & Dominoes

Junior Youth Club 5-10 yrs
.m  Youth Club - Over 10 yrs

Village Hall tel 690426

.m. Decoupage Class
.m. Line Dancing

Association tel. 638280

.m. Junior Youth Club
.m. Bridge Club
.m. Ladies' Keep Fit

W.l.

mmunity Centra tel. 01388 832115
.m. Slimmimgy Club
W.I

Line Dancing

Dr. Said's Surgery

Hard of Hearing Club

W hist

Old Time Dancing

Bingo

50/60 Club

Choosing Carnival Queen & Disco
Treasure Hunt

Carnival

Line Dancing with Maurice Raine

'Afmputer 8 ourse?8p”?uckland College)

tfp w

all tel. 01325 730071

Computer Course (Bp. Auckland College)
Parisn Council Meeting

First Thursday Club

Young Farmers' Club

Line Dancing

Wine Circle

Craft & Chat

Hall tel 01388 718383

Line Dancing

Bingo

.m. Flower arranging class
Hanging Basket Arranging Demo
(Ravensworth Gardens)

The Teesdale \_/illa%e Halls Consortium initiative is >orted by Teesda
Distnct Council and the Eur%)ean Union éh ou%h fr  uropean Regiona
Development Fun {ER F)

Copy for July should reach David Hutchinson by 20th June tel. 640331 or fax 640912



