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Dale’s most famous man became a ragged tramp
R ichard W atson, the 

poet who was without 
doubt the most famous 
man in Teesdaie for  
much of his life, died on 
2nd October 1 8 91 .

There w ill be  a function  in  a 
fe w  w e e k s ' t im e  to  m a rk  the 
c e n te n a r y  o f  h is  d e a th , w ith  
som e  o f  h is  s t il l -w e ll-k n o w n  
verses be in g  recited  and  sung.
, S tirrin g  toasts to  h is  m em o­
ry  w ill  b e  m in g le d  w ith  fu l ­
som e pra ise  for h is  talents. It 
i s  h ig h ly  l ik e ly  h e  w il l  b e  
hailed  as one o f  the great m en 
o f  dale history.

B u t sadly, he w as thought o f 
as an yth in g  b u t a h ero  in the 
la tter  stages o f  h is  life. F or a 
tim e h e  w as a  ra g g ed  tram p, 
w an d erin g  h u n gry  and pover­
ty-stricken  around the dale.

R ich a rd  w as born  a t M id d ­
leton  on 16th M arch 1833, the 
firs t  son  o f  W illiam  an d  R eb ­
e cca  W atson . T h ey  liv e d  in  a 
h o u s e  o w n e d  b y  th e  L on d on  
L e a d  C o m p a n y  in  T en  R ow , 
w hich  is  now  know n as  R iver 
T e rra ce . T h e  c o u p le  a lre a d y  
had three daughters.

W il l ia m  w o r k e d  a t  L o d g e  
S y k e  le a d  m in e , w h e r e  lik e  
other m en o f  that era he toiled 
lo n g  h ou rs  in  fou l con d ition s  
u n d e r g r o u n d  fo r  a p it ta n c e ; 
and like m ost o f  the others he 
d ie d  a t  w h a t  n ow  s e e m s  an  
early  age, 47, a fter being ill for 
m any lingering  m onths.

To h e lp  su p p ort the fam ily, 
R ich ard  w as a llow ed  to leave 
school at the age o f  10 instead 
o f  staying on to the usual age 
o f  12. H e b eg a n  w ork  in  the 
lead  m ines as a w asher boy at 
s ix p e n ce  a day, an d  a lso  ran 
errands for village shops at the 
w eekend.

B u t m a n y  o f  h is son gs an d  rh ym es are still 
su n g  a n d  recited  100 years after h is death

H e w as e n co u ra g e d  b y  the 
R ecto r  o f  M id d le ton , th e  R ev  
John  H enry Brow n (know n to 
one and  all as John H enry) to 
w rite  stor ies  and  poem s, and  
not lon g  after starting w ork he 
kept h is  colleagues am used by 
w riting rhym es about them .

H e m a r r ie d  N a n c y  B ru m - 
well o f  E ttersgill w hen he was 
2 4  a n d  s h e  2 0 , on  2 4 th  
Septem ber 1857. A fter the cer­
em ony at B arnard Castle reg ­
ister office they m oved in  with 
h is  m other, w ho b y  that tim e 
w as ren ting a house in  Bridge 
Lane, M iddleton.

T h e y  b r o u g h t  up  a  fam ily , 
know ing spells o f  great happi­
ness as well as tragedy, w hile 
R ic h a r d  w o r k e d  in  v a r io u s  
lea d  m in es . B u t i t  w as o ften  
sa id  th a t he w as n ever  over- 
fond o f  hard  toil.

First publication
W atson  s  fir s t  p o em  to  be p u b ­

lish ed  a p p ea red  in the M ercury. 
I t  w a s  a b o u t  a  c o n v e r s a t i o n  
betw een  the C ou n ty  B rid g e  an d  
ca stle  ru ins. H is  fir s t  vo lu m e o f  
p o e m s , T h e  P o e t i c a l  W o rk s  o f  
R ich a rd  W atson, w as p u b lish ed  
in  1862 . H e  h o p ed  m ore  b ook s  
w o u ld  fo llo w  qu ick ly , b u t m ost  
o f  h is w ork  a p p ea red  on ly  in  the  
M e r c u r y  u n til  a  s e c o n d  b ook , 
P o em s  a n d  S o n g s  o f  T eesd a ie, 
w a s p u b lish ed  in  1884.

H is great love w as scribbling 
v e r s e s  a n d  s to r ie s .  H e a ls o  
en joy ed  en terta in in g , m ain ly  
r e c i t in g  s p e c ia l ly -w r it t e n  
poem s about personalities and 
events at functions around the 
dale.

H is first m ajor perform ance 
w a s  a t  a g a th e r in g  in  
M id d le to n  to  m a rk  th e  a p p ­
oin tm ent o f  O ctavius W igram  
a s  g o v e r n o r  o f  th e  L o n d o n  
L ea d  C om pan y, m a k in g  h im  
the top m an in an organisation 
t h a t  h a d  m a n y  o p e r a t io n s  
around Britain.

His father s death
W a ts o n  w a s  a lw a y s  b i t t e r  

a b o u t  th e  w a y  h is  o w n  fa th e r  
d ied  a t th e  a g e  o f  47. H e  w rote  
a bou t it in  h is  p oem  M y J ou rn ey  
to  W ork, on  p a ss in g  L od ge S yke  
M in e:
L a rg e  ru b b ish  h ea p s  a lo n g  the  
h ills id e  show ,
T h e  v a s t  e x t e n t  o f  h o l lo w  
g ro u n d  below .
H e r e  t o i l e d  m y  fa th e r  f o r  h is  
b ra in s ' support,
TUI p ov er ty  an d  toil h is days cu t 
short.

H is v is it  to  the dale w ould  
b e  a k in  to  th e  c h a ir m a n  o f  
G la x o  O p e ra t io n s  c a ll in g  at 
th e  B a rn a r d  C a s t le  fa c to r y  
today, b u t  the a rran gem en ts  
on that day in  the 1860s were 
quite staggering.

A ll p u b lican s in  M idd leton  
were given the jo b  o f  cooking a 
lunch for 1,300 em ployees. The 
m eal was served on the parade 
ground o f  the Rifle Volunteers, 
an d  a sq u a d  o f  jo in e r s  b u ilt  
huge tables. M asons built spe­
cial ovens to keep the food  hot.

T h ere  w ere tw o  s ittin g s  o f  
over 600 m en, with a  final one 
fo r  100 o v erm en , c le rk s  and 
fo r e m e n  w h o  h a d  a c te d  as 
waiters for the earlier sittings. 
T h e re  w a s  m u s ic  fro m

M ickleton  B and and the Rifle 
V o lu n te e r s  B a n d , b e fo r e  
R ic h a rd  W a tso n  s te p p e d  up  
b e fo re  the v a st  g a th e r in g  to  
recite a long poem  he had w rit­
ten to w elcom e the great m an.

T he fa ct  that he w as given  
star b illin g  on  such  an o c ca ­
sion shows that he was held in 
high esteem  even in his tw en­
ties, and h is fam e spread fo l­
low ing the publication o f  m any 
o f  h is works in the M ercury as 
well as in a slim volum e.

F or yea rs  he w as ca lled  to 
s ta te ly  h om es  in  the area  to 
entertain  on special evenings. 
He was invited to every im por­
tan t loca l even t, such  as the 
opening o f  bridges and houses, 
to utter appropriate rhym es.

W hen a fam ous person died, 
th ere  w as a W atson  poem  to 
pay tribute to h is  or  her life. 
H e a n d  N a n c y  w e n t  o f f  to  
Scotland for a spell, but when 
th e y  r e t u r n e d  h e  w a s  so o n  
back to his w riting habits, and 
sign ing h im se lf The Teesdaie 
Poet.

But for all h is fam e he never

earned  enough  m on ey for  his 
o w n  fa m ily . O th e r  m in e r s  
spent nights knitting, em broi­
dering, carv ing , cobb lin g  and  
doin g  o th er od d  jo b s  a t m ine 
lo d g in g  s h o p s  w h e r e  th e y  
sp en t w eek d ay  n ig h ts , go in g  
hom e only at weekends.

Comic rhymes
W h ile  W a ts o n  w r o te  m a n y  

seriou s verses a bou t cru el con d i­
tion s  a n d  poverty , h e  a lso  co m ­
p o s e d  c o m ic  p o e m s  a n d  e p i ­
ta p h s , su ch  a s  th is  f o r  a  m a n  
w h o  so ld  fish  fro m  a  h a n d ca rt  
in  M id d leton :
H ere  l ie s  th e  b o d y  o f  p o o r  o ld  
W hit. H e's  d ead  a n d  g on e  to  the  
brim ston e p it.
T h e  d e v il  h is  s o u l h e  d id  n o t  
w ish, becau se h e  s tin k s  so  m uch  
o f  fish .

Rhyming adverts
W atson h a a fu n  w ritin g  a  few  

a d v e r t is in g  j in g l e s ,  in c lu d in g  
on e  fo r  g in g e r  co rd ia l m a d e by  
R a l p h  R a i n e ,  a  M id d l e t o n  
chem ist. O n e verse ra n :
I f  y o u  w an t d rin k  y o u r  h ea rts  to  
c h e e r , to  k e e p  y o u r  c r a n iu m s  
coo l a n d  clear,
F o rsa k e  y o u r  w h isky, ru m  a n d  
beer, o f  ills  th e source.
R aine*s C ord ia l, n o ted  fa r  a n d  
near, is  best o f  course.

T h ey  ea rn ed  ex tra  cop p ers  
in  this way. T hey a lso  m ostly  
spent their w eekends garden­
in g  to  produ ce vegetab les , or 
tending pou ltiy  or a  p ig  to give 
their w ives and children m ore 
food.

R ic h a r d  w a s  u s u a l ly  to o  
b u s y  w r it in g ,  r e a d in g  a n d  
dream ing to do  anyth ing  like 
that, so N ancy and  their five 
d a u g h te r s  w e re  e v e n  m o re  
im poverished than m ost fam i­
lies in the dale.

N ancy h ad  a sharp tongue, 
so there were plenty o f  battles 
as she tried  to goad him  into 
g o in g  to  w o rk , a n d  s ta y in g  
hard at it  like the rest o f  the 
men.

F or h is  part h e  w as fu ll o f  
g o o d  in t e n t io n s .  H e  k e p t  
prom isin g  to m end h is  w ays, 
but usually, i f  it was a choice 
betw een fin ishing an interest­
ing  poem  and getting to a m ine 
to  s ta rt  a sh ift  on  tim e , the 
poetry w ould win.

T h e  T e e s d a ie  le a d  m in e s  
w e re  n e v e r  lu c r a t iv e  in  h is  
lifetim e, and as he got older a 
n u m b e r  o f  th e m  c lo s e d .  I t  
becam e difficu lt for the best o f  
the you ng w orkers to  fin d  jobs, 
and there w as little hope at all 
fo r  s e n io r  m e n  -  e s p e c ia l ly  
those w ho had a reputation  for 
being lazy.

The old poet w as ou t o f  work 
f o r  a lo n g  s p e l l  b e fo r e  a 
tr a g e d y  th a t  d is tr e s s e d  h im  
g r e a t ly  — th e  d e a th  o f  h is  
d a u g h ter  M ary, w ho w as h is  
favourite in the fam ily  and the 
o n e  m o s t  in t e r e s t e d  in  h is  
writing.

S h e  d ie d  on  1 6 th  M a r c h  
1890 a t the age o f  16 a fter  a 
len g th y  illn ess . T h e M ercu ry  
rep orted  th at w eek :"H er lon g  
and lin gerin g  illn ess  h ad  cre ­
a te d  a g e n e r a l  s y m p a th y  
w h ich  fo u n d  k in d ly  a n d  
p a t h e t ic  e x p r e s s io n  a t  h e r  
funeral."

Eyesight problem
W a ts o n  h a d  o n l y  o n e  g o o d  

eye, h a v in g  h a d  th e o th er  d a m ­
a g ed  in an  acciden t. A t  th e  a g e  
o f  5 4  h e  w en t in to  p a r tn e rsh ip  
w ith  tw o  m en  ca lled  S co tt, on e  
o f  w h om  a lso  h a d  on ly  on e  eye, 
w h i l e  th e  o t h e r  w a s  t o t a l l y  
b l in d .  T h e y  t r i e d  t o  w o r k  a  
b a r y te s  m in e  n e a r  S n a is g i l l  — 
th r e e  m en  w ith  o n ly  tw o  g o o d  
e y e s  b e tw ee n  th em . T h ey  g a v e  
up before long.

M a r y  w a s  b u r ie d  in  th e  
graveyard at M iddleton Parish 
C h u rch . N o t lo n g  a fte r  th a t 
her father was given a tem po­
rary  jo b  at H olw ick  M ansion , 
w h ich  w a s  b e in g  b u ilt  a s  a 
sh o o t in g  lo d g e  fo r  a L on d on  
financier called Cosm o Bonsor, 
w ho was an M P  and director o f

This photograph of Richard 
Watson was taken when he wa9 
5 1 , and he c e r ta in ly  looked 
rather prosperous. But he often 
looked tattered. His trademark 
w as an u n tid y  hank of wool 
which he wore round his neck 
in place of a scarf. He reckoned 
it was just as warm and com­
fortable as a knitted scarf, and 
it helped to set him apart as an 
eccentric  poet, gaining atten­
tion which he enjoyed.

the Bank o f  England.
It seem ed like luck, but after 

som e tim e R ich ard  was busy 
th e re  w hen  a b lo ck  o f  stone 
toppled and crushed his foot.

T h ou gh  th e  in ju ry  seemed 
not too serious at first it devel­
op ed  in to  ga n gren e . Richard 
W atson died at the age o f 58, 
18 m o n th s  a fte r  h is  beloved 
M ary, and w as buried next to 
her.

Unhealthy mines
I t  w a s  ra re  fo r  a n y  Teesdaie 

lea d  m in er  to live to  retirement 
age. O n e rea son  w a s set out in 
a n  1 8 6 4  r ep o r t  f o r  th e  Mining 
C om m issioners, in  w hich a doc­
to r  te s ted  th e  a ir  in  110 north­
ern  m in es a n d  fou n d  it harmful 
in  9 6 . H e  s a i d :  "T h e  air  
b r e a t h e d  b y  m in e r s  m u st he 
e x t r e m e ly  u n w h o le s o m e , and 
fu lly  exp la in s  th e  prevalence o f  
d isea se  a m on g  th e m in ers."

Head man's gift fountain
R o b e r t  B a i n b r i d g e ,  c h i e f  

s u p e r in te n d e n t  f o r  th e  L o n d o n  
L e a d  C o m p a n y  in  T e e s d a i e ,  
g a v e  t h e  p u b l i c  o f  M id d le to n  
t h e  f o u n t a i n  w h i c h  s t i l l  
s ta n d s  in  th e  v il la g e  cen tre .

I t  r e s u l t e d  f r o m  a  d e c is io n  
b y  w o r k m e n  to  p r e s e n t  g i f t s  to  
B a i n b r i d g e  a n d  h i s  w i f e  
r a t h e r  t h a n  w a i t  u n t i l  h e  
r e t ir e d . M in e r s  f r o m  a l l  o v e r  
T e e s d a i e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  A l s t o n  
M o o r  a n d  W ea r d a le , c h ip p e d  
in  t o  m a k e  a  t o t a l  o f  £ 2 6 2  
15 s5 d .

G ifts  b o u g h t  w ith  i t  w e r e  a  
g o ld  w a tc h  a n d  ch a in , a  m a n ­
te l  c lo ck , a  d r e s s  r in g  a n d  g o ld  
r in g ,  a  p o l y g l o t  b i b l e  in  a n  
o a k  c a b in e t ,  a  s i lv e r  t e a  a n d  
c o f fe e  s e r v ic e  w ith  tra y , a n d  a  
s i l v e r  in k s ta n d . A l l  th is  s t i l l  
le ft  £ 6 5  in  th e  k itty , s o  it  w a s  
h a n d e d  t o  B a i n b r i d g e  in  a  
p u rs e .

H e  u s e d  i t  to  b u y  tw o  fo u n ­
ta in s  -  th e  M id d le to n  o n e  a n d  
a  s im i la r  o n e  w h ic h  c a n  s t i l l  
b e  s e e n  in  N en th ea d .

T h ere  w a s  a  g r e a t  c e r e m o n y  
a s  th e  g i f t s  w e r e  h a n d e d  over , 
w ith  f i v e  b a n d s  m a r c h in g  up  
a n d  d o w n  th e  R if le  V olu n teers*  
p a r a d e  g r o u n d .  T h e  b a n d s  
w e r e  f r o m  M id d l e t o n ,  M i c k ­
le to n , E g g le s to n , G a r r ig a l  a n d  
N e n th e a d .

R ic h a r d  W a tso n  w a s  c a lle d  
o n  to  w r i t e  a n d  r e c i t e  a  lo n g  
p o e m  in  t r i b u t e  t o  R o b e r t

GAINFORD 
IN TEESDALE

The in trigu ing  book by 
Jan et M cC rickard

is available again in shops throughout the district

It has been written, calligraphed and illustrated by this 
talented author, making an interesting history and guide 

for residents and visitors

T h e  th ird  e d itio n  h a s  b e e n  p u b lis h e d  b y  
th e  T e e s d a ie  M e rc u ry — £2*50

S h o p s  w is h in g  s u p p lie s  s h o u ld  co n ta c t 
TH E T E E S D A L E  M ERCURY, TE E S D A LE  37140

B a i n b r i d g e .  I t  i n c l u d e d  th e  
l in e s :
P o o r  w ere  th e  m in es  a n d  tra d e  
d e p r e s s e d , a n d  th in g s  lo o k e d  
ch eerless  a t th e best,
Yet, f r e e  fr o m  id le  d o u b ts  a n d  
f e a r s ,  h e 's  s t r u g g l e d  o n  n ig h  
fo r ty  y ea rs,
W ith cou ra g e  a n d  u n tirin g  zeal, 
s t i l l  w o r k in g  f o r  th e  p u b l i c  
weal.

Appeal fund launched to help him 
but few people wished to donate
At the start of 1889 Richard 

Watson was at his lowest ebb, 
lo o k in g  lik e  a ragged  tram p  
after a long spell out of work. 
He tried hard to find a job but 
failed.

E ventually  he called at the 
M e rc u ry  o ffic e  in B arn ard  
C astle , w here the ed ito r and 
staff were shocked by his tat­
tered appearance. They decided 
to lau n ch  an app eal fund to  
help him.

An article on 20th February  
under the heading Mr Richard 
Watson, the Teesdaie Poet said:

"Oh hope that sweetens sor­
row 's cup and on life's rough 
sea bears us up from sinking  
'neath the tide.

'Thus sings Richard Watson 
in h is  P oem s and S o ngs of 
Teesdaie. But it is for others he 
sings of hope; for himself there 
is only the cry of despair. The 
gloom of sorrow hangs over his 
declining years.

"The cares of a dependent 
fam ily, sickness in his home, 
with no work and none to get, 
well nigh overwhelm  him. His 
poverty is more terrible than an 
admiring world suffered Burns 
to struggle with.

"Day by day, and through the 
long hours of the night, he has 
tramped the country through in 
fruitless search of work. He has 
carried with him a letter of com­
mendation from a gentleman of 
great authority and local influ­
ence.

"It accords generous praise 
to the  c h a ra c te r , w ork  and  
genius of the old poet. High as 
is the credential, it did him no 
good. For employers of labour 
prefer a young man to an old 
one, and in no case have a par­
ticular relish for a poet

BETA TRAVEL
Chauffeured Car Service

SIM PLE C H A R G E  RATE
Piercebridge -  Pick Up -

Destination -  Piercebridge
35p per mile 

(travel tokens accepted)

Ring 0325 374890
or 0850 704622

Airport rales 25% discount

B.D.S.
(Bridie's Driving School) 
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Darlington 355434

R ic h a rd  W atson*s g r a v e s to n e  
in  M i d d l e t o n  c h u r c h y a r d ,  
w h i c h  a l s o  r e f e r s  t o  h i s  
d a u g h t e r  M a r y ,  w h o  d i e d  
b e fo r e  h im , a n d  h is  w ife  A n n ,  
w h o  liv ed  o n  to  th e  a g e  o f  8 0

"But an old man, and even a 
poet, m ust live, and we com ­
mend the case to our readers 
and the numerous admirers of 
the Poem s and Songs of 
Teesdaie. We will gladly receive 
and duly acknowledge in these 
co lu m n s  any s u b s c rip tio n s  
sen t to us fo r the R ichard  
Watson Fund."

A flo o d  o f cash  m ay have  
been expected, but in the first 
week there were only two dona­
tio n s  -  £1 fro m  the w e a lth y  
T im o th y  H u tc h in s o n  of 
E g g le s to n  H all and tw o  
shillings from a reader. The fol­
lowing week's total was £1 5s.

A correspondent wrote: "It is 
pitiful indeed to find a man at 
his time of life, and a poet too, 
who has sung many delightful 
songs for us, now on the verge 
of starvation."

It took several more weeks, 
and renewed pleas, to get the 
fund to the £5 mark. A man who

was annoyed about the scant 
response suggested it was due 
to W atson's poor work record 
and added: "He is charged with 
being shiftless and thriftless.

"But authors have ever been 
subject to such charges, which 
I much fear are characteristics 
of genius."

Thom as New ell, who ran a 
sm all th e a tre  co m p a n y  in 
Barnard Castle, put on a benefit 
night for the poet and later put 
£5 into the fund.

Two other concerts were put 
on, both with meagre takings. 
At the second the cha irm an  
declared that some observers 
felt Watson had only to himself 
to blame for being poor. But he 
added: "Poverty is the badge of 
his kind. Poets ever have been, 
and perhaps ever will be, poor."

It was a time of great hard­
ship for the people of Teesdaie, 
so their reluctance to part with 
even coppers, esp ec ia lly  for 
som eo ne th ey  fe lt  had not 
helped himself, can be under­
stood.

But th e re  w as a c o n tra s t  
when Charles Parsons, landlord 
of the Cleveland Arms Hotel in 
Middleton, was ordered to pay 
£83 dam ages for an accident 
involving his horse and trap, 
even th o u g h  he had been  
nowhere near the scene him ­
self.

Many thought that unfair, so 
a fund was started to help him. 
It raised £25 in two days and 
enough to pay most of the dam­
ages within two weeks.

After Watson's daughter Mary 
died in March 1890 there was 
renewed interest in his appeal 
fund. The Earl o f S trathm ore  
sent £5, then added another £5, 
and the Duchess of Cleveland 
sent £3.

He also landed his job on the 
building of Holwick Mansion, so 
he became reasonably well off 
in his last month. But the job 
was to cause his death.

R ic h a r d  W a tso n  w a s  b o r n  in  T en  R o w , M id d le to n , n o w  
k n o w n  a s  R iv e r  T e rra ce . T h e  h o u s e s  a n d  o t h e r s  in  N e w  
T o w n  w e r e  b u i l t  b y  th e  L o n d o n  L e a d  C o m p a n y  f o r  its  
w o r k e r s .  B e f o r e  t h e  e s t a t e  w a s  b u i l t  e m p l o y e e s  h a d  
g r e a t  d i f f ic u lt y  f in d in g  h o u s e s  as  so  m a n y  m e n  t r a v e l le d  
fr o m  a ll o v e r  B r ita in  s e e k in g  w o r k  in  th e  le a d  m in e s .

'L a rg e  r u b b is h  h e a p s  a lo n g  t h e  h i l ls id e  s h o w  th e  vast 
a m o u n t  o f  h o l lo w  g r o u n d  b e lo w '

Poor, hard working rustic bard
R ic h a r d  W a ts o n  d ie d  in  

Edinburgh Royal Infirm ary on 
2 n d  O c t o b e r  1 8 9 1 . H e  h a d  
been taken there as his condi­
tion grew  worse, and he had a 
le g  a m p u ta te d  a s h o r t  t im e  
before h is  death.

T h e d a y  b e fo re  h e  d ied  he 
w rote h is  own ep itaph , w hich 
included the lines:
T he beau ties  o f  h is  n a tiv e  Tees, 
T he rocks, th e d e lls  a n d  sta te ly  
trees,
A n d  c a t* r a c t s  g r a n d ;  s u c h  
s c e n e s  a s  t h e s e  h i s  s o u l  
ad m ired .
T hey w ere  h is  serm on s a n d  w ith  
ease h is m use in sp ired .
A  p o o r ,  h a r d  w o r k in g  r u s t i c  
bard,
H is  lo t in d eed  w a s crook*d a n d  
hard,
O f  c o m f o r t s  w e a l t h  b e s t o w s  
d eb a rred ;
A  loa d  o f  w oes.
To s u f f e r i n g  w o r th  *tis th e  
rew a rd  th is  w orld  bestow s

H is body was taken back on 
th e  tra in  to  M id d le to n , a n d  
there was a large gathering for 
h is  fu n e r a l  s e r v ic e  in  th e  
p arish  ch u rch  b e fore  h e  w as 
b u r ie d  a t  th e  b a c k  o f  th e  
g ra v eya rd . A  tom b ston e  w as 
erected with the inscription:

E n o u g h  th i s  r e c o r d  o f  h is  
n a m e ;  H i s  s o n g s  p e r p e t u a t e  
h is  fa m e .

T h e  n e x t  w e e k 's  M e r cu r y  
stated: "By h is loss we are all 
the poorer. H e w as not a  pros­
perous m an. H e was very poor, 
destitute and sorrow  stricken. 
R ecen tly  h e  h ad  en jo y e d  the 
b e n e fit  o f  som e ca re  b u t , on  
the whole, he suffered neglect.

"The prosperous reproached 
h im  th a t , h a v in g  an  e q u a l 
ch a n ce  w ith  th e m s e lv e s , h e  
w as not like them . T hey jibed  
h im  an d  sa id  h a rd  th in g s  o f  
h is  w a n t  o f  t h r i f t .  R ic h a r d  
W atson could not store money, 
live well and grow  fat. But he 
could write:
L ovely  sw eet va le o f  th e  Tees,
S till th ou  a rt d ea r  a s  ev er

"H ad h e  been  as admirable 
as  h is  ce n so rs , he could not 
have been a poet. His loss was 
t h e ir  g a in , a n d  w hen  they 
shall h ave  passed  into obliv­
ion , th e ir  ch ild ren  and their 
children 's children will cherish 
th e  s o n g s  a n d  m em ory  of 
R ichard W atson as a precious 
heritage."

In  a fu r t h e r  r e p o r t  the 
M e r c u r y  d e c la r e d : "He was 
p h y s ic a lly  u n eq u a l to hard, 
m anual labour, and that which 
fell to him  was hard, grinding 
and crushing. Latterly, under 
the care o f  a  friend, his labours 
a n d  a n x ie t ie s  w ere  much 
e a s e d , a n d  th e re  was a 
prospect o f  relieving him alto­
g e th e r  fro m  m an u a l labour, 
an d  g iv in g  fu ll freedom  and 
scope to h is literary powers.

"The idea was hailed by him 
w ith  d e l ig h t . H e possessed 
engineering skill and scientific 
know ledge, but the poet's voca­
tion was his, and all else was 
distasteful to him . He was lov­
in g  an d  sym p ath etic , simple 
and docile, unselfish and self- 
sacrificing, religious and rever­
ential.

"All poets are, according to 
their degree, teachers and pio­
neers. R ichard Watson -  hun- 
gry, ragged  and despised, yet 
e v e r  s in g in g  the songs that 
purify, exalt and ennoble -  has 
fu lfilled  his m ission and gone 
to h is reward.

"The poet will be missed, but 
on  every  b o o k sh e lf h is books 
will be found. For generations 
his songs will be sung and his 
p o e m s  r e a d ; a n d  m any an 
overshadow ed, perplexed soul 
will find light and leading, and 
m any a w eary heart will find 
com fort and hope, in the con­
f l ic t  an d  trium ph o f  Richard 
W atson."

H e w ould have chortled i f  he 
h a d  im a g in e d  h e  w ou ld  be 
rem em bered a century later.


