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A builder who likes plenty of 
space around his new houses

Walkabout takes in church sites

Ray Stelling is a man 
who likes a bit of space 
around him, and that is 
reflected in the attrac
tive housing estate his 
firm is building.

It m ust be  one o f  the least- 
cram p ed  d e v e lo p m e n ts  Tees- 
dale h a s  e v e r  k n ow n , w ith  a 
lot m ore greenery than can be 
se e n  a r o u n d  m o s t  m o d e r n  
hom es.

R ay an d  h is  w ife C h ristine 
a re  d ir e c t o r s  o f  S o u t h f ie ld  
Builders Ltd, w hich is putting 
up the estate at H igh Etherley, 
on  the o th e r  s id e  o f  th e  A 68 
from  Toft Hill School.

T h e  4 0  h o u s e s  r e a d y  o r  
nearing com pletion so far have 
all been sold, w ith 30 occupied 
and new ow ners about to m ove 
in to  the o th ers. M ore w ill be 
com pleted  a t a steady  rate  in  
the com ing m onths, and in  all 
120 are planned.

R a y  w a s  b r o u g h t  u p  on  a 
nearby farm  ow ned by  h is late 
father, Ernest Stelling, so from  
an e a r ly  age  h e  w as u sed  to  
w orking in  the open  a ir  w ith  
plenty o f  room  around him .

H e s till l iv e s  in  th e  fa r m 
house there, and he still does a 
bit o f  farm ing, w ith  a pedigree 
herd o f  50 C harolais cattle to 
keep him  busy when he is not 
dealing w ith new  houses.

H is fam ily sold the building 
lan d  abou t 16 years ago, bu t 
a fte r  m ore  th a n  a d ecad e  he 
b o u g h t it  b a ck  to  en a b le  the 
p r e s e n t  d e v e lo p m e n t  to  go  
ahead.

H e p o in te d  o u t  th a t  he is 
b u ild in g  n in e  h o u se s  to  the 
a c r e , w h e r e a s  m a n y  la r g e r  
c o m p a n ie s  a im  to  p u t 14 or  
m ore  to  th e  acre . ’T h e r e  are 
b ig  g a r d e n s  a n d  p le n ty  o f  
space everyw here,” he said.

" I ’m su re  th a t  g iv e s  a  fa r  
better quality o f  life than hav
in g  e v e r y o n e  ja m m e d  c lo s e  
together. O ur room s are larger 
too than  in m any oth er m od
ern houses.”

Ray, w ho was a noted fo o t 
b a l le r  in  h is  y o u n g e r  d a y s , 
feels he gives better value for 
m oney than m ost o f  the bigger 
builders.

P r ice s  h a v e  g on e  up  s in ce  
the first houses were com plet
ed, b u t th ey  still ran ge  from  
under £43,000 for a bungalow  
to ju s t  over £60,000 for a four 
bedroom ed detached house.

"There has been a lot o f  talk 
by councillors, and reports in  
the M ercury , a b ou t the need 
fo r  c h e a p e r  h om es  in  w h ich  
young fam ilies can get a start," 
he stated.

"B u t  I th in k  th is  is  ju s t  
a b o u t  a s  c h e a p  a s  a n y o n e

T h e  f in a l  m e e t in g  o f  
B a r n a r d  C a s t le  M e th o d is t  
G uild was a w alkabout in  vari
ou s  p a rts  o f  th e  tow n  to  le t  
m em bers lea rn  som eth in g  o f  
old  church sites.

There w as a good com pany, 
both young and elderly, setting 
o f f  from  T rin ity . T h ey  n oted  
various spots on the way to the

H ole in  the Wall, w here John 
W esley held services.

Visits were then m ade to the 
p a r is h  c h u r c h y a r d  a n d  
T hom gate. In som e places old 
re lig iou s bu ild ings cou ld  still 
be seen.

They returned to TVinity for 
a welcom e cup o f  tea supplied 
by som e ladies o f  the guild.

Ray Stelling

could get for new  houses with 
top  q u a lity  fitt in g s , garages, 
d o u b le  g la z in g  a n d  room  to 
m ove around."

He and Christine are open 
ing a sales office this weekend 
fo r  th e  n e x t  s ta g e  o f  th e ir  
developm ent, but they haven't 
y e t  g o t  ro u n d  to  so m e th in g  
they intended at the outset -  a 
showhouse.

"They have all been sold so 
q u ic k ly  th a t  w e h a v e  n e v e r  
h a d  a sp a re  one to  u se  as  a 
showhouse," Christine said.

"But people who com e to the 
sales office will be able to look 
around the estate and go into 
h o u s e s  w h ich  a re  a lm o s t  
read y . M o st  p e o p le  w h o  do 
lo o k  r o u n d  sa y  th e y  a re  
im pressed."
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Miss D ia n n e  C a th e r in e  
M ary Barron was m arried  at 
B a rn a rd  C a s tle  P a r is h  
C h u rc h  to  M r  C h r is to p h e r  
N e il Luscombe.

D ianne is the elder daugh
ter o f M rs Christine Barron o f  
57 Bartlemere and the late M r  
I. B a rron . Christopher is the 
elder son o f  M r  and M rs B rian  
Luscombe o f Falmouth,

The service was conducted 
by the  Rev P e te r L in d - 
Jackson, and  M rs Dobinson  
decorated the church.

G iven  a w a y  by a fa m i ly  
fr iend , M r  R icha rd  Guy, the 
bride wore a dress o f  embroi
de red  iv o ry  d u p ia n  s ilk ,  
trim m ed w ith  pearls. She had  
a veil o f pure s ilk  edged w ith  
pearls . H e r bouquet was o f  
peach roses and lilies.

C h ie f  b r id e s m a id  was 
Joanne Harrison, Others were 
Janine Barron, the bride's sis

ter, and Sandra Stevens, They 
wore dresses o f  peach m oire  
and  carried bouquets o f  peach 
roses.

F lo w e r g ir ls  were E la in e  
a n d  C o r in n e  M e y r ic k , the  
b r id e 's  co u s in s , w ho  w ore  
dresses o f  iv o ry  s i lk  w ith  
peach sashes.

B est m an  was M r  J o h n  
Watson, Groomsmen were M r  
Simon B arron and  M r  D av id  
Luscombe, the couple's b ro th 
ers, Page boys were D a v id  
Barron and A d ria n  M ay cock, 
the ir nephews.

F o r tra v e ll in g  to a honey
m oon in  S in g a p o re  a n d  
Penang, D ianne wore a purple  
f lo ra l dress w ith  l i la c  ja cke t 
and 8 hoe 8.

She and  C hris topher, who  
are both chemists w ith  Glaxo 
a t Ware, a re  m a k in g  th e ir  
home in  Stevenage.

P icture: John Robinson

T. & T. ELECTRICS
L  TEN NICK, BUTTERKNOWLE
ALL ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS
Rewires Showers
Extensions Repairs

Burglar Alarms
Free Estimates 

Guaranteed Work.
Tel.

Bishop Auckland 710258 
Congratulations to Southfield 
Builders Ltd. on com m ence

ment of their Third Phase 
Development at Southfield 

Park, High Etherley, Bishop 
Auckland.

Maddison & 
Taylor

Plumbing Specialists

Tel. (0388) 834364

Congratulations to 
Southfield Builders Ltd. on 

commencement of their 
Third Phase Development 

at Southfield Park, High 
Etherley, Bishop Auckland.

D. A. HULL
Turf Supplier & Landscape 

Gardener

Tel. (0388) 834136

Congratulations to 
Southfield Builders Ltd. on 

commencement of their 
Third Phase Development 
at Southfield Park, High 

Etherley, Bishop Auckland.

John Ferguson 
Hire Ltd.

Tools and Equipment for Hire 
Tel. (0388) 833641 
Congratulations to 

Southfield Builders Ltd. on 
commencement of their 

Third Phase Development 
at Southfield Park, High 

Etherley, Bishop Auckland. 
We wish you continued 
success in the future.

ABBEY
SALES

Roof Truss Specialists 

Tel. (0642) 762772

Congratulations to 
Southfield Builders Ltd. on 

commencement of their 
Third Phase Development 

at Southfield Park, High 
Etherley, Bishop Auckland.

BOB ORTON
Ceramic Wall & Floor Tiler 

Tel. (0388) 819097

Congratulations to 
Southfield Builders Ltd. on 

commencement of their 
Third Phase Development 

at Southfield Park, High 
Etherley, Bishop Auckland.

Tyne Tees 
Ceram ics  

Lim ited
Supplier of Ceramic Tiles 

Tel. (091)4910555 
Congratulations to 

Southfield Builders Ltd. on 
commencement of their 

Third Phase Development 
at Southfield Park, High 

Etherley, Bishop Auckland.
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D e v e l o p m e n t  a t  H i g h  E t h e r l e y ,  B i s h o p  A u c k l a n d

( o p p o s i t e  C h a p e l  o n  A 6 8 )

Currently developing 4 Bed D etached £60,550
3 Bed D etached £48,950  

3 Bed Sem i D etached £43,950  
2 Bed Sem i D etached B ungalow  £42,950
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BUI LDMARK
O  year new home warranty 

O nly from NHBC

A l l  p r o p e r t i e s  h a v e  G a r a g e ,  G a s  C e n t r a l

H e a t i n g ,  G a s  F i r e ,

C h o i c e  o f  K i t c h e n  U n i t s  a n d  B a t h r o o m

C o l o u r

a n d  C o r n i c e  M o u l d  i n  L o u n g e  a n d

B e d r o o m s .

A l l  p r o p e r t i e s  c a r r y  N . H . B . C .  1 0  y e a r  g u a r a n t e e

S a l e s  O f f i c e  o p e n  t h i s  w e e k e n d :

S u n d a y  1  p . m . — 5  p . m .

M o n d a y  1  p . m . — 5  p . m .

T e l .  B i s h o p  A u c k l a n d  8 3 2 2 3 2
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