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Open gate wanted 
so old folk can 
watch bowling
A call has been made fo r a  back 

gate to  be  left open during even
ings at T h e  (Bowes M useum  to 
enable local residents to  go into 
the  g rounds a nd  w atch bowls being 
played.

A t th e  m om ent th e  rea r en trance  
is closed so anyone wishing to  
w atch  o r  play has to  m ake a  long 
tr ip  round to  go in  th e  f ro n t way.

A  jolly man happy to play a variety of 
roles—on stage os well as in real life

“T h a t is a  p ity  because a  lo t of 
people, especially th e  elderly, would 
like to  w alk in  and s it w atching 
the  bow ling,”  Coun. K en Coates 
told T eesdale recreation and  tour
ism  sub-com m ittee on  W ednesday.

“ Y ou can’t expect them  to  go 
all th e  w ay round to  get in  the  
m ain gate, so  th is  pleasure of 
w atching th e  bowlers in  action  is 
denied them . W e should request 
access a t  th e  rea r on  sum m er 
evenings.”

T he com m ittee agreed to  chip 
in £247 a  year tow ards m aintenance 
costs, to  w hich contributions are 
also being m ade by th e  tow n coun
cil, bow ling club and county 
council.

M r E ric Fell, chief executive, 
said th a t as th e  council was now 
to  contribute  to  the  costs h e  felt 
it should have som e say over access, 
and h e  had suggested th a t .there 
should b e  a  rea r  en trance  left open 
fo r pedestrians fo r  pa rt o f the  
evenings.

I t  was explained th a t m ainten
a nce  costs fo r th e  green were 
expected to  b e  about £1,330 a  year. 
Previously th e  county paid these 
along w ith o the r m aintenance costs 
fo r th e  whole museum grounds.

Coun. A rnold M akepeace point-1 
ed ou t tha t these figures showed 
how difficult It w as fo r  CocM eld 
to  m aintain its bowling green. Some 
local people had been surprised by 
th e  costs there.

A nyone w ho knows the  
Rev. A lan  Clayton would  
not be to o  surprised if they  
heard he had been seen  in  
action lately as a  school
master or a guest house 
waiter.
T hey would probably imagine he 

was playing these parts on  stage, 
just as he  has perform ed in  a 
num ber o f o the r guises in the  last 
few years, all in  the  nam e of 
creating fun.

Those w ho have seen the  cheer
ful R ecto r of Barningham  treading 
the boards in  am ateur shows would 
no t be  taken  aback e ither if they 
saw him  acting as a  M ethodist 
m inister.

B ut th e  unusual fac t is th a t he 
played these roles fo r real—minister, 
teacher and guest house helper— 

colourful life th a t changed 
course several times before  he 
settled w ith his wife B etty  and 
family in Teesdale.

Some parishioners were disap
pointed n o t to  see him  and Betty 

I in Sinbad the  Sailor, th e  latest 
offering from  Newsham A m ateur 
Theatrical Society in  th e  village 
haH, as they were in the  previous 
three pantomimes.

T he couple loved putting on 
comical costumes, gaudy m akeup, 
flowing wigs and false noses and 
then stepping in  fro n t of the  lights 
and delivering lines which had 
audiences in  stitches—so w hy were 

|  they not in  this production? I

‘W e w anted to  be bu t just 
couldn’t  get along to  rehearsals a t 
the  righ t tim e because of other 
w ork, so w e had  to  be  le ft ou t,” 
explained the  rector. “B u t maybe 
we’ll  be  back in  th e  next one.” 

H e  w as appointed to  a  c ircuit 
near Stockport in  1959 a fter being 
ordained in the  M ethodist denom
ination, and had a  busy few years 
in charge of six churches.

fo r  M rs S. D obinson of L ittlem oor 
Farm , T o ft HH1; M r and M rs P |  
F o ran  o f W hite H ouse Farm ? 
Bolam; M r and M rs C. Robinson 
of Swape Foot, M orley; M rs J J  
Brabban of Brownlea, Ramshawa 
M r and M rs D . Fox  o f Glencrest, 
Copley; and M rs M. F . H unt of 
Vasemere, Butterknowle.

“I  w as under quite a  lo t of 
strain  running from  one church to  
th e  next, and one evening I  
collapsed with a  bu rst ulcer end 
ended up  in  hospital,”  he  recalled, 
still sounding jovial despite his 
p a inful memories.

Even as h e  lay in  a  w ant there 
was hardly any easing of the  strain 
as colleagues and church members 
visited him , and seemed more 
interested in w hen he w ould get 
back to  w ork than  in how he  was 
feeling.

(But th e re  was sympathy and 
understanding from  a  Church of 
England priest. “H e was th e  only 
visitor w ho asked if  he could pray 
fo r m e ,”  said M r Clayton. “I 
was gratefu l fo r t h a t ”

N a t very long after tha t, following 
intense thought, h e  joined the 
C hurch of England himself. But in 
recalling th a t difficult period of 
personal decision making, he said 
he could no t understand the  prob
lem some churchgoers have over 
Christian unity.

“Some people like pop music,

Snowdrops admired 
on sunny ramble
I t  was a bright m orning as a 

large group of B arnard Castle 
Ram blers set off on  a  Sunday walk. 
T hey  w ent to  th e  river via gas 
w ork bank and headed fo r  the  
woods.

T hey climbed to  the  footpath 
around the  edge of W ool House 
Farm , then continued to  W est 
Holme where there  was a  pause 
to  adm ire snowdrops. T hey turned 
towards East Holme before using 
field paths tow ards H igh Park Wall.

Before reaching the  farm  they 
used the  footpath through Crag 
W ood to  H igh House, k  was then

easier going as they headed across 
the  road  and  on  tow ards Hawkesley 
Hill. A  lunch stop was taken in 
the  sunshine before heading far 
Kinninvie.

T he road had to  be used for a 
short distance before th e  farm 
track  to  Hillingdon. A fter more 
fields they crossed the  old railway 
line. They headed fo r  Streatlam 
G range and on to  the  old m i l  a t 
Fo thbum  Beck.

A fter a  tea  stop they reached 
Stainton and used field paths past 
th e  Red Weil to  Hanm ire Bridge. 
T he final stage was through the 
upper woods to  the post office.

T he  next walk is th is Sunday. 
Cars will leave the  post office a t 
9-45 a m . fo r Piercebridge fo r the 
start of a  12 mile w alk a t 10-15.

o thers prefer opera,”  he smiled. 
“ Just as both are  im portant ele
m ents o f music which appeal in 
different ways, so each person 
should find the  form  of religion 
which suits them  best.

“ It is right fo r us all to  accept 
each o the r as fellow Christians and 
to worship w ith each o ther.”

A fter h is change he  w as ordain
ed in  the  Anglican C hurch in  
1963 and was appointed cu ra te  in  
Wallasey, fallowed by spells in 
B ridlington and Hatley. T hen  in 
1971 he  was appointed to  R ich
mond School, where h e  taught 
biology for 14 years.

H e  and Betty, w ho were m arried 
in 1959, lived in  Swaiedale House 
in R eeth, which had been known 
previously a s  T he Old Tem perance, 
a  guest house and restaurant. They 
reverted to  tha t form er nam e, as 
most local people still called it 
th a t anyway.

Betty started running th e  business, 
and A lan became he r willing waiter 
and general assistant during even
ings and weekends. Ramblers, 
cyclists and o the r visitors who 
called were mainly teachers and 
clerics.

One w eekend there  were fears 
tha t chains would fly around in  a 
real rough house w hen a  lo t o f 
young fellows in leathers and studs 
turned up, bu t they were as polite 
as anyone could wish.

But perhaps the  favourite visitors 
were some of the  cast and film 
crew involved in making All 
Creatures G reat and Small. Fascin
ating stories were told by some 
of them , including actor Colin 
Blakeley.

On Sundays the  part-tim e w aiter 
exchanged his striped apron for a  
grey su it and dog collar. H e walk
ed up  th e  road to  R eeth  Parish 
Church, where he  was a  non- 
stipendiary priest assisting the  then 
vicar, th e  Rev. W ilfred Case.

T he fam ily stayed a t  Reeth until 
Mir Clayton was appointed to  Bar
ningham in 1984, w ith charge too 
of th e  parishes of H utton  M agna, 
Wycliffe and ScargilL

(He has always been keen to  in
volve children as much as possible 
in church w ork, and a  good num 
ber o f  those  in h is present parishes 
have been delighted to  respond.

The Rev. Alan Clayton 

T here  is a  weekly jun ior church 
session in  Barningham  Village H all, 
ra ther like a  Sunday school, and 
once a  m onth th e  boys and girls 
take  a service in  th e  church, lead
ing th e  hymns and prayers.

DOG NUISANCE 
CAN BE ENDED 
OVERNIGHT— 
BUT ONLY BY 
THE OWNERS

Wednesday,

Course 

lambs t<

There is not the remotest 
chance that Teesdale Coun
cil will persuade the govern
m ent to  bring back dog  
licences, with or without a 
high annual price tag.

“ Y ou see a  small boy of about 
six years old. announcing pa rt of 
the  service and it ’s  quite  some
thing,”  said the rector, w ho is 
pleased to  see 40 o r  50 people at 
these gatherings.

H e  encouraged the  appointment 
of nine girls as servers ait Bar
ningham—a  to ta l dow n to  five a t 
th e  m om ent as some have left for 
jobs. T here  a re  tw o boy servers a t 
H utton M agna, and  a  boy and a  
girl serve a t  W ycliffe.

“People like to  see youngsters 
involved, and w e hope the  children 
will keep the ir  sense o f involve
ment w ith the  church w herever 
they m ay go as they grow up ,” 
he said:

H e  has started  a  regular family 
service a t Ovington Village Hall, 
would like to  form  jun ior churches 
in Wycliffe and H utton  M agna and 
only wishes the re  was a  village 
ball th a t could be used a t H utton 
Magna.

H e  and  (Betty have tw o sons and 
two daughters. Nigel, w ho is 26, 
w orks in a  H arrogate wineshop. 
Philip, w ho is 24, plays solo trom 
bone in  the  Q ueen’s Lancashire 
Regim ent Band. Valerie, 18, is 
doing a  course on T V  graphics a t

college in  Sussex. A nd Evelyn, 
w ho is 18, is doing A  levels.

M . E . H A L L
Electrical Contractor

A gricu ltu ra l, C om m ercia l, 
Industria l and D om estic  
Insta lla tions and Repairs

Quality w ork by 
tim e served  tradesm en

All work guaranteed 
Estimate* free 

No lob too email
T I L  T E E S D A 'E  6 0 3 8 3

Jobs around the house? 
Call in the experts!

Stephen Fry
ELEC T R IC A L EN G IN EER

T e l. Teesdale 3 7 2 4 0

VACUUM CLEANER 

NEEDS SERVICING?

10 %  O FF ALL SPARES  
fitted  until 3rd  M a rc h ' 8 9

REPAIRS TO MOST MAKES OF 
WASHERS : DRYERS 

COOKERS : ETC.

Nicholson's Domestic

Te l. Teesda le  3 7 6 6 6

a r  p “ *

.4P LU M B IN G  
H E A TIN G  
G A S F IT T IN G  
R O O F REPA IR S ‘ 
Estim ates free ■

Te l. Teesdale 3 8 7 4 4

M I C R O W A V E

A L A N  M A W D S L EY  

Painter &  Decorator
Teesdale 38826

REPAIRS AND SERVICING 
lllc ro v av ss  from £50 

Al wort guaranteed.
No cal-out charges 

TEL. TEESDALE 2739 1 
dsyorswdne

T . &  T . E LE C T R IC S
L  TENNICK, BUTTERKNOWLE

All Electrical Installations
R ew ires Showers
Extensions Repeirs

B urglar A larm s

Bishop Auckland 7 1 0 2 6 8

M .  N .  G A R V E Y  
Upholsterer
Bar Seating 

Antique arrd Modern 
Furniture

3-piece Suites, Chairs 
etc.

1 0  TH E  BA NK  
B A R N A R D  C ASTLE  

Teesdale 690225

M A L C O L M  p a i n t e r

R A N D  d e c o r a t o r

Free e stim ates

Q u a lity  W ork  
a t reasonable prices

TEL. S T A IN D R O P  6 0 7 7 0

|  VIDEO REPAIRS!
House « l h  
o r workshop

I  J .  EGLINTON LTD. |
27 Galgate

■  Barnard Castle M  
^  Teeedele 3*385 M

COLIN BUTLER 
STAINDROP 

for LIG H T  FR EIG H T  
R EM O VA LS  

H O U SE CLEARANCE  
Local or Distant 

Tel. Staindrop 6 0 5 0 9

S . Greenland (Joiner)
JOINERY AND 

PROPERTY REPAIRS
Fitted K itchens W ardrobes 
Ceramic Tiling Glazing 

Purpose-m ade Doors 
W indow s, Porches, etc.

Estimates free 

Tel. Teesdale 2 7 4 9 7

R E M O V A L S
Local Long Distance  

Large o r Sm all 

Part Loads Storage  

Phone E. Parr 
TEESDALE 37172 Ail types of

Joinery work
Double Glazing Units Fitted

R. BEADLE
T E L  TEESDALE 3 1 7 4 8

A . T O B B E L L
for

Quick and efficient work

Al types of
P lum bin g  an d  

H ea ting  in s ta lla tio n s
Estimates free

. • T el. T e o id a le  31171

BILL COOK

Electric
Chim ney Sweep

Teesdole 27418
before 6 p m

A LAN  H EN D ER SO N  
H O M E  IM P R O V E M E N T S  

E stablished 1970  
Fitted Kitchens, flat pack and 

rigid
H ardwood D oors, fitted 

com plete from £14 0  plus VAT 
Polished Internal Doors, fitted 

com plete £ 4 7  p lus VAT 
O rders fitted im m ediately 
All Building and General 

Building Repairs 
References available on request 
For more information Tel. 
Gainford 730167  a fter 5  p.m .

PETER FARRELL
PAINTERS 

AND DECORATORS
(Registered)

■.. Specialists in
all types of

h — E

8 0 4 3 6 *  
after 4  p.m.

SUNBEDS
LATEST 

HIGH OUTPUT 
CANOPIES FOR HIRE 
8  Tube B elarium  Canopies 

£ 1 8  a  month  

Ring Teesdaie 38747

A .W .S . B U ILD ER S
A ll bu ild ing  w ork and  

repairs undertaken  
Large or Small 

T e l. Teesdale 2 7 4 2 4

Keith  Heslop
Painter and Decorator 

Artex and Coving 
Tel. Bishop Auckland

6 0 6 8 5 4

GARY BURTON 
L IG H T  H A U LA G E  

N A T IO N W ID E

(Local Deliveries)

T e l. Teeedole 31 01 1

L .  B . B E L L  (Builder)
ALL B U ILD IN G  W O R K  

U N D E R TA K EN
Extensions : Fireplaces : R adas

A  . C  . E
CARPET AND UPHOLSTERY 

CLEANER8
Suites and Carpets safely and 
efficiently cleaned  by the  pro
fessionals . Contract, dom estic  
and Insurance work under
taken. For free e stim ates ring 
Bishop A uckland (0388 ) 601986

T he  request fo r this to  b e  done 
m ust be aimed a t  drawing a tten 
tion to  the health  problem  once 
m ore ra the r than  a t changing 
minds in  W hitehall.

B ut if  it sham es even a  few of 
the  a rea ’s dog ow ners in to  th ink 
ing again, and stopping the ir pets 
from  fouling pavem ents and public 
places, it  will be  of grea t value. 

■ A t  a  tim e  w hen so  m uch national 
a ttention is being given to  food 
poisoning, w ith many commonly- 
used item s now under suspicion, 
it is right tha t ex tra  efforts should 
be made to  deal w ith th e  dog dirt 
menace.

Judging by the  am ount th a t can 
be seen on footpaths, playgrounds 
and greens around Teesdale every

day, it m ust be  a  serious danger 
to health , alm ost certainly m ore so 
than  all types o f food pu t together.

Councillors debated the  dog 
nuisance o n  W ednesday for almost 
an  hour, giving m ore time to  if 
than  to  any o the r topic.

T hat m ay seem ra the r out of 
I p roportion, bu t it is not when 
judged against the  anger and con
cern th e  subject generates around 

I the  d istrict, especially among 
[families w ith young children.
■  I f  th e  sam e level o f nuisance 
I was being caused by  a  company, 
[o r by a n  organised group o f people 
engaged in  som e so rt of pastime, 

[official action w ould soon be taken 
[to  have i t  stopped.

B ut th e  only rea l action possible 
here  is by th e  dog owners them
selves, T hey  could solve most of 
the  problem  overnight simply by 
acting  m ore  responsibly.

If  the  council debate  and request 
fo r dog licences to  be restored 
leads to  som e of them  changing 

[their w ays, th e  tim e will have been 
well spent.

PEEPS INTO THE PAST
5 years  ago

Stephen O hiystal, 11, o f 2  Bede 
Kirk, Barnard Castle, w on the  
Denis HindhdUffe cup  fo r  th e  best 
fish caught w ith bait by a  jun ior 
member o f Barnard Castle Angling 
Club. H e landed a  1 lb. 5 oz. rain
bow tro u t in th e  Tees.

Teesdale’s  first Y .T.S. head
quarters were opened in  an  old 
council depot w ith Jan  Bestford as 
co-ordinator. T he 35 teenagers were 
paid £25 a  week.

10 years ago
Two landscape artists from  Tees

dale were featured in  an exhibition 
a t the unique LY C  G aie ry  run  
by a  Chinam an, L i Y uan  Q u a , a t 
Bram pton. A  selection o f  drawings 
and etchings by A lan Tinley and 
paintings by Bernard F airdough  
were shown.

T he 1st Evenwood Cub team  
which w on B arnard Castle district 
six-a-sdde football trophy was, 
Stephen Vickers, G raem e Knight, 
Clive Stokes, John Sanderson, Paul 
M aughan and D arren  Addison.

15 years ago
M ichael and Bileen Raw , of 

Staitfcwth G range, se t off fo r  a  
new M e in the O uter Hebrides. 
M ichael was appointed a public 
health inspector fo r a  widespread 
area  in  H arris, N orth  and South 
U ist, Benhecula and  Barra.

da rk  w ater in  an ancien t well be
low th e  O ld W ell In n  in Barnard 
Castle. I t  was used over a  century 
ago fo r  brewing beer.

2 5  years  ago
K enneth Longstaff o f Barnard 

Castle qualified fo r  his higher 
national certificate in  mechanical 
engineering and  gained distinction 

D arlington College of Technology.

__[Mrs T . F inlay o f W est E nd Ter
race, Cockfield, retired  as a  pianist, 
a fter 50 years o f entertaining in 

area. M r and  M rs Finlay 
acquired Cockfield Village H all and 
introduced roller skating, variety 
shows, plays an d  tiilent films for 
which she played th e  piano.

Beauty on screen

A  Barnard Castle team  which 
beat G reen D ragon 5-0 in  the  
League Cup: J. Cudm ore, A . Jen
kins, C. Hughes, F . A shmore, I. 
Tipton, R . Byers, M . P. W atson, 
J. G atenby, G . Q uinn, D. Stoddart, 
P. Borrowdafle and  C. Tipton.

2 0  years ago
A  team  o f arm y frogm en spent 

more th a n  two hours searching

H a  meeting o f B arnard Castle 
M ethodist G uild w as well attended 
and those present w ere well reward
ed. T he  Rev. W. Edwards, minister 
of Barnard Gastle U nited Reform 
ed Church, showed some o f his 
| slides, w hich w ere o f superb 
quality regarding photography and 
I presentation.

D . F IN N
COCKFIELD

P LU M B IN G  H E A T IN G  
A N D  B U ILD IN G  

Free Estim ates
Tel. Bishop A uckland 7188B7

|  Som e beautiful scenery of Cum- 
[berland w as show n and  also local 
| scenes of th e  Christinas lights and 
decorations in Barnard  Castle. D ur
in g  conversation afterw ards there 
was m uch appreciation o f  th e  quality 
of th e  slides w ith im m ediate hand
clapping w hen th e  la s t one  w ai 
shown.

P. DES-FORGES
ALL B U ILD IN G  W O R K  

A N D  REPA IR S

T e l. 0 3 8 8  7 1 0 2 5 3

G A R R Y  Heating and 
C H A R L T O N  Plumbing
O il, Gas and So lid  Fuel 

H eating
Repairs and 24  Hour Sarv lcs 
TEL. BP. AUCKLAND 602188  

daytim e
BI8HOP AUCKLAND 662697  

evenlnga

N . R O B S O N
for all typee of

Plumbing &  Heating 
Installations

E stim ates free

Tel. Teesdale 40868

_ |O n c e  again th e  w onders o f the 
w ork o f  G od w ere brought home 
to  those  present. T he  leader of the 
meeting was M r C . Cook. M rs J. 
Robinson accom panied hym n sing-

JOINER

Inside or out. Large or small 

C ontact T ee sd a le  5 0 6 9 1

R O O F  R E P A I R S anda" 
R E -S LA T IN G

A ll General B uild ing  W ork  
undertaken

New w ork In brick and  stone  
For free estimate ring

L. S taley: Tee sd a le  3 7 0 3 5

B R E N T  F R A N C E
PAINTER & 
DECORATOR

Q u a lity  w ork by  
tim e-served  tradesm en

Tel. Teesriale 37871

L eo Thwaites, who was making 
m otor cycling suite in  h is farm 
cottages ait Balderadale, was given 
the  go  ahead  to  set up  a  work
shop In  (Barnard Castle. H e already 
had a  growing list o f customera 
in A m erica and  o th e r  countries.

In preparatiK 
Hamsterley ar 
Group is run 
hypothermia i 
(Thursday) a t 
instruction fro 
trainees the  i 
young iambs sj 
thermia.

The fee for 
£7-50, which I 
couped with 
Diseases in cart 
will be dealt 
month.

Recognition 
in young caly 
will cover healid 
under six montfi 
week’s course 
is about parasit 
These two coi 
instructed by v<

Anyone inter 
place on the c 
tact the Hamsti 
organiser, Chrir 
832437.

Nuisance 
at village
Mr David Fei 

ed with a  n  
Council orderi 
causing a nui 
Garage, Ovingt 

For a while 
complaints fror 
dust coming 
diving shot U  

The envirc 
decided on 
notice should |  
provision to be 
be arrested; ft 
to be carried 
open; and for 
made for th e  a  
with no dust 
neighbouring p 

Mr Fenwick 
to ensure that 
not crop up eg 

Mr Bob JacS 
jnehf officer, 
trying inform s 
a year to  have 
but he now fei 
on a formal bi

A grand dra 
by the Parent 
at Staindrop G  
to raise funds 
minibus to  fa 
activities. The 
of donations oi 
be used as pri

Mr and M 
been told the]
garden behind ! 
field, into a  
nursery garder 
told no extra 
being provided, 
not cause any
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