so dd folkcan
watch bowling

A call has been made for a back
gate to be left open during even-
ings at The (Bowes Museum to
enable local residents to go into

the grounds and watch bowls being
played

At the moment the rear entrance
is closed so anyone wishing

watch or play has to make a long just

trip round to go in the front way.

“That is a pity because a lot of
people, especially the elderly, would
like to walk in and sit watching
the bowling,” Coun. Ken Coates
told Teesdale recreation and tour-
ism sub-committee on Wednesday.

“You can’t expect them to go
all the way round to get in the
main gate, so this pleasure of
watching the bowlers in action is
denied them. We should request
access at the rear on summer
evenings.”

The committee agreed to chip
in £247 a year towards maintenance
costs, to which contributions are
also being made by the town coun-
cil, bowling club and county
council

Mr Eric Fell, chief executive,
said that as the council was now
to contribute to the costs he felt
it should have some say over access,
and he had suggested that .there
should be a rear entrance left open
for pedestrians for part of the
evenings.

THE TEESDALE MERCURY

A jolly man happy to play a variety of
roles—on stage os well as in real life

Anyone who knows the
Rev. Alan Clayton would
not be too surprised if they

heard he had been seen in
action lately as a school-
master or a guest house
waiter.

They would probably imagine he

to was playing these parts on stage,

as he has performed in a
number of other guises in the last
few years, all in the name of
creating fun

Those who have seen the cheer-
ful Rector of Barningham treading
the boards in amateur shows would
not be taken aback either if they
saw him acting as a Methodist
minister.

But the unusual fact is that he
played these roles for real—minister,
teacher and guest house helper—

colourful life that changed
course several times before he
settled with his wife Betty and
family in Teesdale.

Some parishioners were disap-
pointed not to see him and Betty
lin Sinbad the Sailor, the latest
offering from Newsham Amateur
Theatrical Society in the village
haH, as they were in the previous
three pantomimes.

The couple loved putting on
comical costumes, gaudy makeup,
flowing wigs and false noses and
then stepping in front of the lights
and delivering lines which had
audiences in stitches—so why were

It was explained that mainten- [they not in this production? |

ance costs for the green were
expected to be about £1,330 a year.
Previously the county paid these
along with other maintenance costs
for the whole museum grounds

Coun. Arnold Makepeace point-1
ed out that these figures showed
how difficult It was for CocMeld
to maintain its bowling green. Some
local people had been surprised by
the costs there.

for Mrs S, Dobinson of Llltlemoor
Farm, Toft HHL, Mr P|
Foran of White House Farm
Bolam; Mr and Mrs C. Robinson
of Swape Foot, Morley; Mrs JJ
Brabban of Brownlea, Ramshaw

Mr and MrS D. Fox of Glencresl
Copley; . unt of
Vasemere, Bunerknuwle
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Snowdrops admired

on sunny ramble

It was a bright morning as a
large group of Barnard Castle
Ramblers set off on a Sunday walk.
They went to the river via gas
work bank and headed for the
woods.

They climbed to the footpath
around the edge of Wool House
Farm, then continued to West
Holme where there was a pause
to admire snowdrops. They turned
towards East Holme before using
field paths towards High Park Wall.

Before reaching the farm they
used the footpath through Crag
Wood to High House, k was then

We wanted to be but just
couldnt get along to rehearsals at
the right time because of other
work, so we had to be left out,”
explained the rector. “But maybe
well be back in the next one.”

He was appointed to a circuit
near Stockport in 1959 after being
ordained in the Methodist denom-
ination, and had a busy few years
in charge of six churches.

“I was under quite a lot of
strain running from one church to
the next, and one evening |

collapsed with a burst ulcer end
ended up in hospital,” he recalled,
still sounding jovial despite his
painful memories.

Even as he lay in a want there
was hardly any easing of the strain
as colleagues and church members
visited him, and seemed more
interested in when he would get
back to work than in how he was
feeling

(But there was sympathy and
understanding from a Church of
England priest. “He was the only
visitor who asked if he could pray
for me,” said Mr Clayton. “I
was grateful for that”

Nat very long after that, following
intense thought, he joined the
Church of England himself. But in
recalling that difficult period of
personal decision making, he said
he could not understand the prob-
lem some churchgoers have over
Christian unity

“Some people like pop music,
easier going as they headed across
the road and on towards Hawkesley
Hill. A lunch stop was taken in
the sunshine before heading far
Kinninvie.

The road had to be used for a
short distance before the farm
track to Hillingdon. After more
fields they crossed the old railway
line. They headed for Streatlam
Grange and on to the old mil at
Fothbum Beck.

After a tea stop they reached
Stainton and used field paths past
the Red Weil to Hanmire Bridge.
The final stage was through the
upper woods to the post office.

The next walk is this Sunday.
Cars will leave the post office at
9-45 am. for Piercebridge for the
start of a 12 mile walk at 10-15.

others prefer opera,” he smiled.
“Just as both are important ele-
ments of music which appeal in
different ways, so each person
should find the form of religion
which suits them best.

“It is right for us all to accept
each other as fellow Christians and
to worship with each other.”

After his change he was ordain-
ed in the Anglican Church in
1963 and was appointed curate in
Wallasey, fallowed by spells in
Bridlington and Hatley. Then in
1971 he was appointed to Rich-
mond School, where he taught
biology for 14 years.

He and Betty, who were married
in 1959, lived in Swaiedale House
in Reeth, which had been known
previously as The Old Temperance,
a guest house and restaurant. They

reverted to that former name, as
most local people still called it
that anyway.

Betty started running the business,
and Alan became her willing waiter
and general assistant during even-
ings and weekends. Ramblers,
cyclists and other visitors who
called were mainly teachers and
clerics.

One weekend there were fears
that chains would fly around in a
real rough house when a lot of
young fellows in leathers and studs
turned up, but they were as polite
as anyone could wish.

But perhaps the favourite visitors
were some of the cast and film
crew involved in making All
Creatures Great and Small. Fascin-

ating stories were told by some
of them, including actor Colin
Blakeley.

On Sundays the part-time waiter
exchanged his striped apron for a
grey suit and dog collar. He walk-
ed up the road to Reeth Parish
Church, where he was a non-
stipendiary priest assisting the then
vicar, the Rev. Wilfred Case.

The family stayed at Reeth until
Mir Clayton was appointed to Bar-
ningham in 1984, with charge too
of the parishes of Hutton Magna,
Wycliffe and ScargilL.

(He has always been keen to in-
volve children as much as possible
in church work, and a good num-
ber of those in his present parishes
have been delighted to respond

Jobs around the house?
Call in the experts!
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ALAN HENDERSON
HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Established 1970
Fitted Kitchens, flat pack and
rigid

Hardwood Doors, fitted
complete from £140 plus VAT
Polished Internal Doors, fitted
complete £47 plus VAT
Orders fitted immediately
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COLIN BUTLER
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Estimates free

Tel. Teesdale 27497

Ail types of
Joinery work
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BILL COOK
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PETER FARRELL
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. Specialists in
all types of

80436*
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The Rev. Alan Clayton

There is a weekly junior church
session in Barningham Village Hall,
rather like a Sunday school, and
once a month the boys and girls
take a service in the church, lead-
ing the hymns and prayers.

“You see a small boy of about
six years old. announcing part of
the service and it’s quite some-
thing,” said the rector, who is
pleased to see 40 or 50 people at
these gatherings

He encouraged the appointment
of nine girls as servers ait Bar-
ningham—a total down to five at
the moment as some have left for
jobs. There are two boy servers at
Hutton Magna, and a boy and a
girl serve at Wycliffe

“People like to see youngsters
involved, and we hope the children
will keep their sense of involve-
ment with the church wherever
they may go as they grow up,”
he said:

He has started a regular family
service at Ovington Village Hall,
would like to form junior churches
in Wycliffe and Hutton Magna and
only wishes there was a village
ball that could be used at Hutton
Magna.

He and (Betty have two sons and
two daughters. Nigel, who is 26,
works in a Harrogate wineshop.
Philip, who is 24, plays solo trom-
bone in the Queen's Lancashire
Regiment Band. Valerie, 18, is
doing a course on TV graphics at

college in Sussex. And Evelyn,
who is 18, is doing A levels.

SUNBEDS
LATEST
HIGH OUTPUT
CANOPIES FOR HIRE

8 Tube Belarium Canopies
£18 a month

Ring Teesdaie 38747

AW.S. BUILDERS
All building work and
repairs undertaken
Large or Small

Tel. Teesdale 27424

Keith Heslop
Painter and Decorator
Artex and Coving

Tel. Bishop Auckland

606854

GARY BURTON
LIGHT HAULAGE
NATIONWIDE
(Local Deliveries)

Tel. Teeedole 31011

L. B. BELL (Builder)
ALL BUILDING WORK
UNDERTAKEN

Extensions : Fireplaces : Radas

A C E
CARPET AND UPHOLSTERY
CLEANERS8

Suites and Carpets safely and
efficiently cleaned by the pro-

fessionals. Contract, domestic
and Insurance work  under-
taken timates ri

Fo es ng
Bishop Aiciian (0368) 601986

Wednesday, 1st February, 1989.

DOG NUISANCE
CAN BE ENDED
OVERNIGHT—
BUT ONLY BY
THE OWNERS

There is not the remotest
chance that Teesdale Coun-
cil will persuade the govern-
ment to bring back dog
licences, with or without a
high annual price tag

The request for this to be done
must be aimed at drawing atten-
tion to the health problem once
more rather than at changing
minds in Whitehall

But if it shames even a few of
the area’s dog owners into think-
ing again, and stopping their pets
from fouling pavements and public
places, it will be of great value.
®m At atime when so much national
attention is being given to food
poisoning, with many commonly-
used items now under suspicion,
it is right that extra efforts should
be made to deal with the dog dirt
menace.

Judging by the amount that can
be seen on footpaths, playgrounds
and greens around Teesdale every

day, it must be a serious danger
to health, almost certainly more so
than all types of food put together

Councillors  debated the dog
nuisance on Wednesday for almost
an hour, giving more time to if
than to any other topic

That may seem rather out of
Iproportion, but it is not when
judged against the anger and con-
cern the subject generates around
Ithe  district, especially among
[families with young children.
= If the same level of nuisance
Iwas being caused by a company,
[or by an organised group of people
engaged in some sort of pastime,
[official action would soon be taken
[to have it stopped.

But the only real action possible
here is by the dog owners them-
selves, They could solve most of
the problem overnight simply by
acting more responsibly.

If the council debate and request
for dog licences to be restored
leads to some of them changing
[their ways, the time will have been
well spent.

PEEPS INTO THE PAST

5 years ago

Stephen Ohiystal, 11, of 2 Bede
Kirk, Barnard Castle, won the
Denis HindhdUffe cup for the best
fish caught with bait by a junior
member of Barnard Castle Angling
Club. He landed a 1 Ib. 5 oz. rain-
bow trout in the Tees.

Teesdale’s first Y.T.S. head-
quarters were opened in an old
council depot with Jan Bestford as
co-ordinator. The 35 teenagers were
paid £25 a week

10 years ago
Two landscape artists from Tees-
dale were featured in an exhibition
at the unique LYC Gaiery run
by a Chinaman, Li Yuan Qua, at
Brampton. A selection of drawings
and etchings by Alan Tinley and

paintings by Bernard Fairdough
were shown.
The 1st Evenwood Cub team

which won Barnard Castle district
six-a-sdde  football  trophy  was,
Stephen Vickers, Graeme Knight,
Clive Stokes, John Sanderson, Paul
Maughan and Darren Addison.

15 years ago

Michael and Bileen Raw, of
Staitfcwth Grange, set off for a
new Me in the Outer Hebrides.
Michael was appointed a public
health inspector for a widespread
area in Harris, North and South
Uist, Benhecula and Barra

A Barard Castle team which
beat Green Dragon 5-0 in the
League Cup: J. Cudmore, A. Jen-
kins, C. Hughes, F. Ashmore, |
Tipton, R. Byers, M. P. Watson,
J. Gatenby, G. Quinn, D. Stoddart,
P. Borrowdafle and C. Tipton.
20 years ago

A team of army frogmen spent

more than two hours searching

D. FINN
COCKFIELD
PLUMBING HEATING
AND BUILDING
Free Estimates
Tel. Bishop Auckland 7188B7

P. DES-FORGES

ALL BUILDING WORK
AND REPAIRS

Tel. 0388 710253

GARRY
CHARLTON

Qil,

Heating and
Plumbing

Gas and Solid Fuel
Heating

Repairs and 24 Hour Sarvlcs

TEL. BP. AUCKLAND 602188

daytime
BIBHOP AUCKLAND 662697
evenlnga
N. ROBSON

for all typee of

Plumbing & Heating
Installations

Estimates free

Tel. Teesdale 40868

dark water in an ancient well be-
low the Old Well Inn in Barnard
Castle. It was used over a century
ago for brewing beer.

Leo Thwaites, who was making
motor cycling suite in his farm
cottages ait Balderadale, was given
the go ahead to set up a work-
shop In (Barnard Castle. He already
had a growing list of customera
in America and other countries.

25 years ago
Kenneth Longstaff of Barnard
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Nuisance

at village

Mr David Fei
ed with a n
Council orderi
causing a nui
Garage, Ovingt

For a while
complaints fror
dust coming
diving shot U

The  envirc
decided on
notice should |
provision to be
be arrested; ft
to be carried
open; and for
made for the a

Castle qualified for his higher with no dust
national certificate in P
engineering and gained distinction Mr Fenwick

Darlington College of Technology.

__[Mrs T. Finlay of West End Ter-
race, Cockfield, retired as a pianist,
after 50 years of entertaining in
area. Mr and Mrs Finlay
acquired Cockfield Village Hall and
introduced roller skating, variety
shows, plays and tiilent films for
which she played the piano.

Beauty on screen

H a meeting of Barnard Castle
Methodist Guild was well attended
and those present were well reward-
ed. The Rev. W. Edwards, minister
of Barnard Gastle United Reform-
ed Church, showed some of his
|slides, which were of superb
quality regarding photography and
Ipresentation.

| Some beautiful scenery of Cum-
[berland was shown and also local
|scenes of the Christinas lights and
decorations in Barnard Castle. Dur-
ing conversation afterwards there
was much appreciation of the quality
of the slides with immediate hand-
clapping when the last one wai
shown.

_lonce again the wonders of the
work of God were brought home
to those present. The leader of the
meeting was Mr C. Cook. Mrs .
Robinson accompanied hymn sing-
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