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Vera hands over to move 
to a new married life

Cheerful Mrs Vera Han­
son will be serving her last 
customers on Saturday at 
her com er shop in Church 
Street, High Etherley.
A fter 15 years behind the counter 

Vera, 55, is selling the business 
and moving to  Aycliffe to  m arry 
58 year old A lf Thompson.

She worked in the shop for 12 
years before she became the owner 
when it was left to  her by M r 
K en Stephenson in his will.

A lthough she is looking forward 
to  her new life, she is sad to  be 
leaving many friends.

But one thing she won’t  be sorry 
to  leave behind is the hard work 
of running the shop on her own 
5 i days a  week.

“I ’m  ready to  take things easier 
now, although I think I ’ll find the 
change strange at first,” she said.

“It s very exciting getting married 
again, but 1 can’t think of what 
I ’m going to do with all my free 
time.”

Stocking the shop was a prob­
lem. A fter 18 months of driving 
lessons she accepted failure and 
decided motoring was not fo r her. 
Luckily friends rallied round to 
help bring goods from  the cash 
and carry.

“W ithout my friends it would 
have been difficult,” admitted Vera. 
“I owe them all a  lot and I ’m 
grateful fo r their help over the 
years.”

The shop area is small but she 
was proud that customers could 
get just about anything they need­
ed.

The new owners are Ron and 
Hazel Holmes from Northallerton.

Vera Hanson

Day of prayer for 
South Africa
Next Monday is the 10th an­

niversary of the deaths of over 
500 children in Soweto, South 
Africa. A call for a W orld Day 
of Prayer from the South African 
Council o f Churches has been en­
dorsed by the W orld Council of 
Churches.

People are being urged to  make 
their witness in  every way possible 
to help end violence and unjust 
rule in South Africa. In  London 
a mass lobby of Parliament will 
be held for sanctions against 
apartheid.

Methodist churches in  Barnard 
Castle and Middleton will be open 
on Monday from 9 a.m.—9 p.m. 
for prayer that violence may cease 
and that peace with justice may 
come to South Africa.

Information boards will be on 
display, and all local people are 
invited to join the world vigil at 
any time during the day.

£250 wheeled in
Members of the Bede Day Centre 

raised over £250 fo r Sport Aid 
with their street collections in Bar­
nard Castle. They also expect to 
receive about £100 more in spon­
sor money.

The members were delighted 
with the response they received 
from  local people as they went 
round the town, many of them in 
wheelchairs and in fancy dress.

Call for a coffee
The U pper Teesdale M other and 

Toddler Group is holding a coffee 
morning tomorrow a t 10-30 a.m. 
at Newbiggin Village H all to  raise 
money for play m aterial like paints 
and a water trough. Children’s 
nearly-new clothing will be on 
sale.

The group meets a t the Pace 
outdoor centre. Mrs Lisa Wales 
and Mrs Dodge Betton, who help 
run it, hope a  lot o f people will 
turn  up  fo r coffee tomorrow.

MARKET
EVENT,

38" to 60" Cotton Prints
Large selection of plains 
'& seersuckers etc.
From only.............. ......... 03

'Scheepjeswoor Ribbon 
Mohair
Full colour range including | 
white. MRRP £2.80. Ours i

~  MAIN WED /  
> VALANCES u

50% polyesterf50 % cotton. 1 
>*Mainly green, s.b. were £5.99. 
d.b. were £6.99. k.s were £7.50, 
v Reduced to one price

METRE

JUST ARRIVED 
fOO% POLYESTER MINTED 

SKIRT PIECES 
SHIRRED i  WJUSTBAHDED! 

JUST SEW UP THE SIDE!
Assorted design.

'Robin' Bon Bon D.K
70% cotton 30% acrylic.
Full colour range.
MRRP 99p. Our

'Robin' Bon Bon Deluxe D.K
66% cotton 20% viscose.
14% acrylic. DQn
MRRP £1.99. Ours Owli

Continental Style Quilts 
Hollowfibre Filled

Mini Swing Bins
Our normal price £1.99. f  4 
Now only....................XL I
Seconds Plain Beakers
Our normal price 45p. *
Now only........................t

(or 3 for £1.00)

'Prospect Reesdale' Woven 
Textured Ready Made 
Curtains
46' wide: 54", 72" & 90" drop.
66" wide: 54", 72" & 90" drop. 
Prices from f  IT QQ
46" x 54"............... L U .g g  i

Plain Coloured Texturised 
Polyester Remnants Peter Green 'Jeanette' 

Super Cosiwear D.K.

60” Wide Plain Cotton
Remnants p <i
Bright colours..............2- I

Swan Designer Pan Set 
(3 Saucepans ft Frypan) 
Non-Stick Teflon 2 Finish
Our normal price £25.99.
MRRP £52.60. P 1 Q Q  
Now only............... I

100% Cotton Printed 
Ready Made Curtains
46" wide x 54" drop. f  I
Slight seconds.............X l

METRE

HANSON f  ROUND MAI) 
DIET SCALES

%oz to 2lbs. ttk .fi
SPECIAL PRICE

SPECIAL PURCHASE 
UNEN/ UNION 

MATERIAL
Ideal for curtains or loose < 

covers. 48" wide
Car Plan Car Aerosol 
Spray Paints
6oz. cans.
Full colour range..............

SURPLUS TO MAIL ORDER 
REQUIREMENTS 

IRONING BOARD COVERS Childrens Assorted 
Swimwear

Bikinis, swimsuits,
& trunks. Reduced from £1.99 to

3 Ring Kiddies 36' 
Paddling Pool
Clearance price...........
2 Ring Kiddies 48' 
Paddling Pool
Clearance price...........

'Vac Rac' Car Luggage 
Racks
Fixes by vacuum pads.
Our normal price £3.99. J? ‘f 
Clearance ...................XL I
'Sabre* Car Door Bump 
Strips *

With reflectors.................../
Infants Cotton Pull-Up 
Trouser n>i
Summer pastel colours... X- I

RAINBOW BRITEGirls Summer Dresses
Assorted styles including 
some sundresses. £ ^
From....................... XL/

Printed Ready Made 
Roller Blinds
4' wide approx. £
Complete with fittings... X

PILLOW BEACH TOWEL
Pencil sharpeners

Childrens T-Shirt 8 Short 
Sets
Assorted styles JM  Q
and sizes  ............X. I -U

2 erasers on card
Ladies Toweljing Beach Robe 
Navy/white/red. f O  QQ
S.M.L.........................I■/■■JJ
Ladies Striped T Shirts
Wide range of colours, C f l
S.M.L.........................X I  ■311
Ladies Long Sleeve Overalls
67% polyester/33% cotton.
Assorted sizes £  A QQ
including 0.S...........   X 4 s J J

Ladies Long Nylon 
Nightdress and Negligee

Were £9.99. Now £6.99

Unipart Motor Oil
Super Multigrade.
5 litre can................

Unisex Denim Jeans
'Easy' and livewire'.
Ex mail order. £
Sizes26/8and28/10 . . .X Mens Swim Trunks

Variety of 'Swordfish' i  
brand printed swimwear . .1

CHILDRENS ASSORTED 
T-SHIRTS

Ladies Cap Sleeve T Shirt
Assorted colours &
contrast sleeve. QQ,
Sizes 10-16  ...... , .u 9

SHORTS Majorca' Sun Tan Lotions

JOGGING SHORTS 
MENS BOVS

Large bottle.......  .............U<
Limited quantity at this low priceLadies Shorts

Plain or patterned. 
Slightly imperfect.,

E2.99E2.2S
SPECIAL PURCHASE 
SERGIO TACCHINT 

LADIES SPORTSWEAR
Tennis dresses and skirts. 
Shorts, vests & T shirts, r

Assorted sizes and colours.Z.R. Roll-On Deodorant
Ladies Nylon Nightdresses 
with Tie Shoulders q q  
Were £1.50. Now w w |

Ladies Black Leather 
Handbags Boys Sports Shirts

Assorted styles
and colours. From

Mens Sports Socks
Cushion sole.
Tipped tops. Oi

Ladies Lambswoo! Jumpers
Frill collar. Short sleeve.
Asst, colours and sizes. f O  QQ  
Slightly imperfect.......... XO«JJu

Infants Boucle Cardigans Colgate Toothpaste
85ml Portuguese pack. 
Great value at.............

ADDIS ^
HOUSEWARE AT 

Vt MRRP 
GREEN ONLY

Eg. extra rigid bowl. 
MRRP £2.95. Only*
Lift-up binr •
MRRP £11 30. *  Only I
Standard bucket.
MRRP £2,50. Only

COUECnON' BYOECOTEX 
PRINTED CONTINENTAL 

QUILT COYER SETS
y? 50% polyester/50% cotton. 
Comprising .1 duvet cover. s.b. size £? 
137cm x 198cm approx.1 printed 

pillowcase 4 to n  x 74cm approx '

w & m M
3 Ring' Kiddies 60" Large 

Paddtog Pool with Squirting 
Dolphin

Clearance price

CLEARANCE Of'BONNE? 
POLYESTER NET

48" deep I 54" deep

SMOHtZE CAR MAX POUSN 
WITH 100%TREE!

formally 142 gram 

Now 284 gram t i i T j ^ f  O O

Black wellgate, Darlington
Horse Market, Barnard Castle All goods offered subject to being unsold.

CRUEL BLOW  IF 
OPENCAST MINE 
IS REJECTED 
A SECOND TIME

There will be a lot of 
anxiety in the coming weeks 
before 34 men know whether 
they can carry on working 
or must move off to join the 
dole queue.
I t  is a  verdict that will be crucial 

not only to  those directly involved 
but to many others in the  Butter- 
knowle locality.

There was disbelief when D ur­
ham County Council threw out 
plans fo r an opencast scheme not 
long ago—a  decision which just 
about everyone in this area  believes 
was wrong.

But it has now been put in again 
with ex tra  details which the  com­
pany hopes will persuade the 
county to  change its mind.

There is still one m ajor stumbl­
ing block, however—th e  fact that 
some county people want this 
Teesdale scheme rejected to  help 
other coal producers in more 
heavily populated districts further 
east.

* MERCURY 
S  COMMENT

The official reason is tha t there 
is no  proven dem and fo r the  coal 
Butterknowle can produce, but it 
boils down to  the  point that if it 
is left in  the ground o ther coal 
from th e  east wilt be easier to  sell.

T he tru th  is tha t there is a 
dem and fo r th e  Butterknowle coal, 
as proved with tha t from  adjoining 
mines which have now almost been 
completed.

A nd there  is an enormous call 
from  brickworks fo r the fireclay 
that is also on the land. Indeed, 
some brick m akers say they will 
be in serious difficulties without it.

A nother rejection would be a 
cruel blow fo r the  firm, its labour 
force, their families and neighbour­
hood as a  whole.

Surely the county will realise 
this tim e tha t it makes sense to 
let it go ahead, so th a t the last 
remaining opencast site in the area 
can be completed within the next 
three years.

PEEPS INTO THE PAST
5 years ago

Among fancy dress winners at 
Mickleton Carnival were Stephen 
Wall, Duncan Platt, Sarah Wall, 
Peter and Leanne Utley, Sarah 
Collinson, Shaun Walker, Tracey
Oliver and Barbara Brookes.

* *  *

Several Teesdale people rushed 
to help when a tourist tumbled 
down rocks at Cauldron Snout. 
Among them were Ian Finlay, Dr. 
Peter Austin, Denis Rowlands and 
Alan Scott.

10 years ago
John Lund of Selset Oarsmen 

beat a Scottish international a t a 
sculling event in Durham. The win 
brought him his fourth trophy of 
the season.

*  *  *

Sandra Walton, 20, daughter of 
Mr and Mrs W. Walton of Low 
Houses, Newbiggin, gained a 
Diploma of the Society of Radio­
graphers. She works at North Tees 
General Hospital.

15 years ago
Private buyers and dealers pour­

ed into Barnard Castle from all 
over the country for a sale of 
antiques belonging to Mr M. Hodg­
son of Startforth. The event at the

W itham H all raised well over
£ 8,000.

* * *
Barnard Castle m en’s tennis 

team, enjoying a  winning season, 
included W. Ainslie, A. Cudmore,
K. Dinsmore, F. Nelson, B. Smith,
R. Quilter, R. W hite, P. Verow.

20 years ago
The Rev. John D ent announced 

his retirem ent from  Barnard Castle 
Methodist Circuit. H e had been in 
the area fo r seven years, but start­
ed his 38 year spell as a  preacher
at Barningham.

* * *
It was announced that disused 

railway land a t Montailbo Road, 
Barnard Castle, was to  be ear­
marked fo r industry. Small ad­
vance factories were likely to  be 
built.

25 years ago
Television presenter Tom  Coyne 

crowned the new Middleton car­
nival queen, Miss Beryl Watson.
H er attendants were Miss Florence
W ardell and Miss Biileen Wood.

* * *
Among winning children at 

G laxo Sports were David Philp, 
Sally Jackson, Christopher Young, , 
Janet H etherington, M artin AlHn- 
son, Catherine Raw, Carol Blackett, 
David Richardson and Kathleen 
Peart.

Miss Christine Ridley, younger 
daughter of M r and Mrs Ernest 
Ridley of 290 T oft H ill was 
married a t St. C uthbert’s Church, 
Etherley, to  M r Gerald Robson, 
elder son of M r and Mrs Dennis 
Robson of 67 Newholme Crescent, 
Evenwood.

The ceremony was conducted by 
the Rev. D. Hinge and flowers 
were by Mrs J. Thompson.

The bride, given away by her 
father, wore a  w hite off-the- 
shoulder full length tulle dress and 
matching stole trim m ed with 
French lace. She carried a bouquet 
of white and blue roses and gyp- 
sophila.

Mrs Anne G raham , the bride’s 
sister, was m atron  of honour. 
Bridesmaids were Miss Susan Rid­
ley and Jayne Hegarty, the bride’s 
cousins, and Miss Judith Hull.

They wore blue and white off- 
the-shoulder dresses. They carried 
bibles with small posies of white 
and blue roses.

Best m an was M r Craig Baxter. 
G room sm en were M r A lan Ridley, 
M r Dwayne Robson and Shaun 
Potter.

The couple, w ho w ent on honey­
m oon to  the Lake District, will 
live in Evenwood.

P ic tu re : Galdon.


