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W EALTHY SQUIRE OF STATELY OLD 
HALL GAMBLED AWAY HIS FORTUNE

Some of the intriguing men who have been masters of 
Lartington Hall in the past and are described here by 
Robin Rackham, the present owner, who has been 

researching the history of the building.

To many people, Larting­
ton Hall is associated with 
the Field family who 
purchased it and its estates 
in 1917. But it was the seat 
for nearly 300 years of one 
of the north’s most colour­
ful Catholic families.
T h e  M akes, Si lvex tops and

W itham s w ere really one  family. 
T h e  nam e was to  change as there 
w ere no m ale heirs, and  much 
w ealth  was brought into (the family 
by m arriage settlem ents.

In  1635 T hom as M aixe o f H ard ­
wick m arried M argaret Appleby, 
heiress to  L arting ton  and  the estaite 
rem ained in th a t nam e fo r two 
generations.

In  1772 John  Maine, who had 
n o  son, left it to  his nephew, 
H enry Lawson o f Brough. The 
Law sons were, and  still axe, a well 
know n Catholic family and their 
house, Brough H all n ear Cattexick, 
was only recently sold to  a  private 
developer.

I t  was a  condition that should 
H enry Lawson succeed to  the  
Brough estates, L artington and 
H ardw ick should pass to  his sister . 
C atherine Lawson. T his happened 
and in 1772 she m arried John 
Silvertop o f  M inisteracres and  
changed her nam e to  M rs Silver- 
top  M aire.

T h e  silvertops were one o f the 
n o r th ’s most wealthy families 
having developed large coal deposits 
on lan<3 they owned between Blay- 
don and Ryton. T he fam ily seat, 
M inisteracres, is south o f Hexham  
and is today a re trea t fox the 
Passionists.

M rs Silvertop M aire had five 
children bu t th e  most interesting 
was her second eldest son H enry 
Thom as Silvertop who was to 
change his nam e to  W itham . His . 
m em orial is the W itham  Hall.

H arry , as he was known, was 
b o m  in  1779 and  changed his nam e 
by royal licence to  W itham  when in 
1800 a t the  age o f 23 he m arried 
Eliza W itham  o f Headlam , heiress 
to  the  estates of W illiam 'Witham 
o f Cliffe, Piercebridge.

H arry ’s b ro ther George, heir to  
the  M inisteracres estate, was a  man 
o f prudence and ability. H e never 
m arried, b u t devoted his life to  
travel, Catholic em ancipation and 
running  his vast estate. H e was the 
first R om an Catholic to  become

H igh Sheriff of N orthum berland 
and was appointed representative 
to  th e  Holy See in Rom e.

H arry , by contrast, was the 
black sheep o f the family although 
he enjoyed imm ense popularity 
with the public. Lt was said tha t 
he was distinguished for his kind 
and  generous spirit an d  active 
benevolence to  th e  working classes.

H e founded th e  M echanics In­
stitu te  in  B arnard  Castle, now in 
the  W itham  H all and  actively sup­
ported the Dispensary Society fox 
those to o  poor to  pay doctor’s 
bills. His m ain passion was the 
study o f  geology and he achieved 
some fam e in th is field in la te r  life.

H e was, however, a  m an of great 
extravagance and lost m uch of his 
inherited  wealth on gambling.

H arry  took up residence at L ar­
ting ton  on  his m arriage to  Eliza 
W itham  and from  1802 until 1813 
she bore him 11 children, six sons 
and five daughters. All has life he 
wp.s plagued with financial dif­
ficulties.

His grandson, the Rev. G eorge 
Silvertop, wrote: “ That H arry
W itham  did not keep racehorses 
seems no t to  have prevented him 
from losing large sums on  the  turf. 
I have heard from  a person who 
was living a t the  tim e, th a t a  great 
dance ox ball was prepared by him 
a t Lartington to  celebrate the event 
of D octor Syntax (a well known 
racehorse) winning fo r him a large 
sum which was to  re-establish his 
shattered fortunes.

“ In  the  midst o f this, news 
arrived th a t D octor Syntax had lost 
the race. The ball was abandoned 
and  H arry W itham  m ade a bolt for 
John-o’-Groats to escape his 
creditors.”

In  1823 he ran in to  greater 
financial difficulties and was for­
tunate  th a t his m other was prepar­
ed to  sell th e  Hardwick and 
H u tton  H enry estates managed by 
his elder brother George. There 
was alarm  in  Hardwick when it 
was learned the Catholic Mission 
was to  be sold with all lands to 
the Earl of Darlington.

The priest, th e  Rev. Slater, wrote 
a  pleading letter to  George Silver-

top  but received no  reply. H e later 
was to com m ent: “ The mission at 
Hardwick has been from  tim e to  
tim e im m em orial and  H arry  
Witham*s extravagances forced him 
to sell it  to  Lord Darlington.

“ George Silvertop, H arry’s 
brother, had th e  m anagement but 
made no provision to continue the 
Mission. Lord Darlington was to 
sell me the  m oiety a t th e  same 
price he gave fo r it, 11 acres more 
or less. Thus proving th a t H arry 
W itham  and George Silvertop had 
even less feeling th an  the heretic 
Lord! Darlington.

“G ive me such as Lord Darling­
ton before a  10,000 o f your 
W ithams and  Silver-tops although 
they professed themselves Catholics 
and  Darlington was what we called 
a H eretic.”

Slater was eventually able to  buy 
some land and build the  church 
th a t is there  today. There was a  
•lifelong intim acy between H arry 
W itham and Lord Darlington, later 
Duke o f Cleveland. The Duke was 
obviously m ore shrewd in  business 
than  Harry.

W ithin a  year o f buying the land 
the Duke cut down enough tim ber 
to  cover the purchase price.

H arry’s son, the  Rev. Thom as 
W itham, once rem arked that had 
it not been fo r the  extravagance 
of his father, he would have been 
the richest com m oner in  England. 
That was doubtless the case as the 
am ount o f coal ou t of pits on  the 
Hardwick estates by the D uke was 
fabulous.

In  1826 H arry had to  leave 
Lartington an d  spent the next six 
years in Edinburgh pursuing his 
interests in fossils and geology. He 
wrote Observation on Fossil Vege­
ta beLs and Cockfield Dike. Hej be­
cam e a  m em ber o f the  Royal 
Society and Geological Society. He 
was the  first geologist to study 
fossils under a -microscope and his 
vast collection is now housed in 
the  N atural History Museum.

In  1832 his fortunes changed 
when his m other died and he  in­
herited what was left of her estates 
including Lartington. His re tu rn  to

•the H all was th a t o f th e  prodigal 
I son.

T he D urham  Chronicle wrote: 
“ O n Saturday Jast, the  fam ily of 
H enry W itham, Esq., who had 
been, for some years, absent from 
has seat a t  Lartington, returned 
to  their residence. This event had 
long been looked forw ard to  with 
anxiety by -the inhabitants of B ar­
nard Castle and neighbourhood, 
by whom th e  family had been held 
in great esteem and regard. Their 
reception, -their ‘W elcome Hom e’ 
on this occasion, must have been 
highly gratifying to themselves.”

Bells rang  a merry peal and 
banners were hung from  windows 
of houses in  Barnard Castle.

A  band led a  procession from  
the town to  Lartington. On reach­
ing .the park gate, the carriage halt­
ed and  a  large banner was dis­
played, bearng the inscription, ‘God 
Bless th e  House of Lartingiton’— 
Welcome Home.*

H arry commissioned the architect 
Ignatius Bonomi, -to build a 
museum to  house his geollogical 
specimens and what is now the 
ballroom was completed in  1836. 
He filled it with over 3,000 books 
as well as fine paintings and his 
collection of fossils.

In 1844 he died and it was 
decided th a t a building would be 
a  fitting memorial -to him. The 
result, raised .ten year later by 
public subscription, was the front 
part of the present W itham Hall.

Lartington passed to  has eldest 
son George and on his death in 
1847 to Thomas Witham,- later the 
R ight Rev. Momsignor Wiitham, 
who was born in 1806 and educat­
ed a t Stoneyhurst and Ushaw 
College before entering the  priest­
hood.

He took up residence at Larting­
ton in 1847, but before that was a 
parish priest at Stella and Gain- 
ford. A t Gamford in  1954 he built 
the Catholic Church and Presbytery. 
Like his father, he devoted him­
self to  serving others regardless of 
religion.

Conditions in Barnard Castle were 
terrible with Bxidgegate housing 
1,500 people in  squalor. Overcrowd­
ing was appalling. Deaths in two 
years ending 1849 totalled 414, in­
cluding 145 cholera, 20 consump­
tion, 13 T.B., 12 scarlet fever 
and 17 typhus fever.

Over a third of the  population

1 Calvert's of Thirsk
CASH AND CARRY —  FACTORY CLEARANCE

CARPET SALE
OPEN AT THE WAREHOUSE

Monday 10 am.— 7 p.m.
Tuesday 9 a.m.— 5 p.m.
Wednesday closed 
Thursday 9 a.m.— 5 p.m.
Friday 10 o.m.— 7 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m.——5 p.m.
BARNARD CASTLE  
PARISH HALL  
WEDNESDAY
11th MAY

12 noon— 7 p.m.
Also at

220a HIGH STREET, NORTHALLERTON
(next to car park)

Every Wednesday and Saturday 10 a.m.— 5 p.m.
RICHMOND MARKET HALL 

Every Thursday 5-30 p.m.— 8 p.m.
The largest selection of carpets, perfect and imperfect, in 
this area, cleared by us from some of Europe's largest 
manufacturers, all to be offered at least 5 0 %  below our 
normal perfect price. These are the lowest prices for hundreds 
of miles around and less than factory trade prices. The best 
value for money anywhere. Come along and just compare our 
prices. Stock includes 8 0 /2 0  Axminster, Wilton, Tufted, 
Shag Pile, Broad loom, etc. H EA V Y  DOM ESTIC Q U A LIT Y  
CA RPETS, normally retailing at £3— £15 sq. yd., In Tufted 

and Axminster qualities from £1 to £10 sq. yd. 
SHADOW  P ILE  AN D  BERBER CA RPET Grade 3 and 4. 

Selling from £ 2-50  to £6 sq. yd. 100's of yards In stock. 
W A SH A BLE K ITC H EN  AN D  LOUNGE CARPETS, usually 

selling for £5 sq. yd. when perfect.
Giving it away from £1 to £2 per sq. yard. Slight seconds. 
1,000's of yards of PLAIN  V E LV E T  AND T W IS T  PILES in 
Meraklon, Acrylan and Wool. All to clear at ridiculous prices.

Free estimates and free local delivery available 
Please note. W e have no connection with any other carpet 
sale and our only venues are the ones advertised above and 
we do not employ hawkers or canvassers or door-to-door 
salesmen. Expert fitting service available

WmCALVERT 
CARPET SALES

M ILL C LE A R A N C E  L IN E S  
TH E  W AREH O U SE. 29-33  W ESTQ A TE.TH IR ^ K  

,  &■ T E L .2 2 9 6 7  i :

ROBERT
ARMSTRONG

JOINER and GLAZIER
Non-standard Doors and 
Windows for same price 

as standard sizes

Supply only o r fixed

Workshop: 82c Galgate 
Barnard Castle

Tel 38855 or 37433

COLIN BAINBRIDGE
for

QUALITY WORK 

COLOUR PHOTOGRAPHS 
WEDDINGS and 

CHILD PORTRAITS 
REASONABLE PRICE

Tel. Teesdale 50422

Loose Boxes 
Field Shelters 
Stable Doors

W . S. HODGSON 
& CO. LTD .
Dept. TM, Cotherstone 
Nr. Barnard Castle 
Co. Durham, DL12 9PS 
Tel. Teesdale (0833) 50591, 50274

ALCAN GUARANTEES 
ALL OUR

DOUBLE GLAZING
AND IT’S  NOT CO ST THEM A PENNY IN 11 YEARS!

GRANADA
a l u m in iu m  c o m p a n y  ltd.

A N ational R eputation  on  y o u t doorstep
Showrooms - 73 Skinnergate.
Office & Works - 24 Coniscliffe Road,

DARLINGTON TEL: 55351

Alcan
Windows
Authonsed
Dealer

Wednesday, 11th May, 1983. f

WOMEN’S INSTITUTES LANDS

CO THERSTO NE 
O ur 67th birthday was celebrated 

when 47 members and  guests had 
a most enjoyable evening. Before 
the  festivities there  was a  short 
business meeting.

It was announced that M rs Bessie 
Rhodes was to be (trie delegate fo r 
Cotheretone and Eggleston ait the 
A.G.M . in London. M embers were 
pleased to learn th a t the parish 
council had voted to  be instru­
m ental in  entering the tidy village 
competition next year.

The dram a group was congratu­
lated on th e ir perform ance a t  the 
festival a t Spennymoor, and further

arrangem ents w ere made fo r the 
outing, m ystery trip, -farm walk 
and  m oney m aking effort, and  also 
for th e  group m eeting to  be held 
a t Cotherstone.

The supper o f  hom e-m ade m eat 
pies and peas with -trifle to  follow 
was next o n  the agenda, and a fter 
all the good food everyone m anag­
ed to  enjoy the program m e of 
games which followed.

M rs N an H am ilton won th e  com ­
petition fo r  a  baby’s knitted gar­
ment. T he next meeting will be 
on 26th M ay when M rs S. Tock 
wild be talking about crafts.

lived in 77 yards: nearly 1,500 -in 
360 tenem ents sharing 33 privies. 
In  some cases cellars were used 
as cesspits. W itham provided tim ber 
to  bu rn  the effluvia in  Thorngate 
and Bridgegate.

He was a  good landlord to  many 
tenants, draining the  land and 
building houses and wails. N ot a 
bigot, he employed many Protestant 
servants. But he insist they attend 
some form  o f worship on Sunday.

Like his father, he enjoyed a 
good life style. He had a well 
stocked cellar and entertained 
often, including priest parties.

M rs G ertie Richardson of 
Cotherstone, whose grandfather 
Thomas Boddy was butler and valet, 
recalls that m any children had 
watches from him. Any child who 
asked the  tim e was sent off to 
Young’s to  receive a silver watch.

In  harsh winters he organised 
skating on Low and High Pond. 
But h e  closed the only pub in  the  
village—now the Thatch, home of 
M r and M rs G. Lowe. H e was a 
railway pioneer, cutting the  first 
sod a t Shaw iBank for the opening 
of the  Darlington to  B arnard Castle 
line in 1854.

The Furness hem atite iron field 
was being developed and it be­
came necessary to  link it with the 
south Durham  coalfields. H e also 
laid the foundation stone for Deep- 
dale Viaduct, now demolished. This 
was followed by th e  Tees Valley 
Railway, later absorbed into the 
L.N .E.R.

In  1867 he commissioned the 
architect Joseph Hansom, to  add 
the Priests’ Hall (servants’ quarters) 
and grand entrance and corridor. 
Hansom, inventor o f the  oab, 
received a num ber of commissions 
from the Silvertops including the 
chapel a t Ministexacres.

W hen asked by Hansom what 
sort o f church he would lake, 
Srlvertop replied, “Something nice.” 
It was to  cost £11,000 , a fortune.

N o record  exists o f the cost of 
building a t L&rtdngton, but it must 
have been considerable.

W itham  was a  close personal 
friend o f John Bowes and often 
mixed with th e  aristocracy, He 
died in 1897, two days short of his 
91st birthday, and was buried in 
the  Catholic cem etery a t L arting­
ton. H e asked no t to  be buried 
in th e  family crypt bu t next to  
the gate so people might rem em ber 
him.

His funeral was a  grand affair 
and special tra ins were laid on 
for the many m ourners. H e was 
generous to  his loyal servants. 
Thom as Boddy was left his clothes 
and £2,000, quite a sum in 1897.

Lartinigton passed to  Francis S. 
Silvertop and  was let to the 
Ber ekley-Smitihs. Because o f death 
duties. Silvertop decided to sell the 
estate and hall. I t was purchased 
for £86,000 by David' M agnus 
Spence of Shotley Bridge.

The Spences were staunch 
Methodists and m ade themselves 
most unpopular with village resi­
dents who were Catholics. They 
closed th e  cem etery and forced 
many village tenants to  leave. 
M any went to  M inisteracres. All 
the  brew houses were demolished 
and  the  well stocked cellar locked.

D eath duties and .the devastation 
of W orld W ar I took its to ll on 
the upper classes and th e  Silver- 
tops suffered tragically. In 1917 
Francis Silvertop, who was serving 
in  France, returned home to  wed 
Geraldine Foster-H arter. H e and j 
two brothers were killed in the  war.

Spence was in financial difficulties 
and in 1917 put the  hall and its 
land up for sale. The hall and 
many farm s and moorlands failed 
to  reach reserves.

But on 5th April, 1918, L arting­
ton Hall and 5,000 acres were sold 
for £66,580 to  38 year old N orm an 
Field and  his wife OHve. So began 
a new era  th a t was to last 55 years.

T he monthly meeting was held 
in the village hall, presided over 
by M iss I. Parr. M rs D. Aldereon, 
secretary, read the county letter 
and business was discussed.

O ne new member, Mrs R. 
Johnson, was welcomed. Miss Parr 
introduced (Mrs M. Winley, of 
S tartforth , who showed some 
colourful slides of a touring hol­

iday spent in Norway,
W inners o f the competition for 

prettiest jam, dish were: 1, -Mrs R. 
Johnson; 2, M rs F. Watson; 3, 
M rs E. Gibbon. Other prize­
winners were M rs J. Hodgson and 
M rs C. Sanderson.

Miss P arr read a  report of the 
spring council meeting at Spenny­
moor. The report had been written 
by M rs M. Graham, who had 
represented T oft Hill and Etherley 
as Lands had no delegate at the 
meeting.
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COPLEY
W e celebrated our 59th birthday 

and invited the senior citizens of 
the village to  join in the celebra­
tion.

The president, Mrs Thompson, 
welcomed -the visitors. After an ex­
cellent supper we were entertained 
by M r Arnold Grieves and this party 
with some delightful singing of 
popular songs and monologues.

M r R. Armstrong proposed a 
vote o f thanks on behalf of the 
senior citizens to  members of the 
institute and M r Grieves and his 
party fo r a very enjoyable evening.

M ICKLETON
M rs W atson welcomed members 

and guests to the April meeting. 
M rs W inter read  the minutes, cor­
respondence and county letter. Ar­
rangem ents were made for people 
wanting to attend the group meet­
ing.

O ur summ er curing was also 
finalised, a n  outing to  Forge Mill, 
calling for supper at the Rancho 
Del R io on 20th June. All mem­
bers are looking forward to  the 
jit-rip.

M r Brookes was welcomed. His 
them e was pottery he makes in 
M ickleton. He talked on styles and 
techniques, showing Ms working 
tools and their uses. Among ex­
hibits were animals and figures he 
made. Thanks was extended for a 
most enjoyable talk.

Hostesses were Mrs Walsh and 
M rs Foster. M rs Winter won the 
competition, an  unusual dish. Mrs 
P. H arle won the surprise box. The 
monthly stall was once again a 
great success, helping our W.I. 
funds.

s. & c. GRICE
26 Front Street, Staindrop

Tel. 60673
M AY O FFER

NEW TOP STYLE
A Professional Luxury 

PERM OR DEMI WAVE 
£7-00

including cut blowdry/s.set

a / 01 s j 0LD
KJXsewuj, K^cunpfiell
PLUMBING 
HEATING 
GAS FITTING  
ROOF REPAIRS
Estimates free

Tel. Teesdale 38744

Electric
Chimney Sweep

T«l.
Darlington 730700

COMPLETE 
FUNERAL SERVICE

JOHN BROWN
JOINER AND 
UNDERTAKER

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST

Works: West View, Newgate

Tel. Teesdale 37462
(Day or Night)

Day only: Teesdale 38103

Teesdale Travel Bureau Ltd.
20 G A LG A TE , BARN ARD CA STLE

Co, Durham

Tel. Teesdale 37353 and 37799

Wish to announce that the business is carrying on 
as usual and will continue to offer a high standard of 

service to all oast and future customers

BY PO PU LA R D EM A ND A N O TH ER

KNITTING WOOL SALE
For this one day only, Top Quality Knitting Wools direct from 
the Yorkshire Mills for both Hand or M achine Knitters—plus 
a  huge selection of M achine Knitting Pattern  Books to clear 
a t £1 for 3. Knitting M achines and Accessories a t discount

prices.
HO M E KNITTERS—Do not miss this chance to save ££££*s

NEXT WEDNESDAY, 18th MAY 
10-30 a.m. until 3 p.m. at 

St. Mary's Parish Hall, Newgate, Bd. Castle
Promoted by N orthern Knitting M achines, 8 Wood Farm  Lane, 

Brockholes, Huddersfield

J.T.S.
Building, Plumbing, 

Painting, Decorating and 
Electrical Repairs 

Large stock of Local Stone and 
Slate available for building work 

Tree Lopping, Felling 
and Pruning by Experts 

Ex-M .P.B.W . & Council Foreman 
Quotes free

CALL TEESDALE 28346

T. H. H0GGETT & SON
B U IL D E R S  A N D  J O IN E R S

3a KING STREET, BARNARD CASTLE 
Tel. Teesdale 38334

QUOTATIONS WITHOUT OBLIGATION FOR 
ALTERATIONS AND EXTENSIONS 

IN BARNARD CASTLE

D .F .L .
Building Contractors

Shaw Bank, Staindrop Road 
Barnard C astle

// aTH E CO M PLETE B U ILD IN G  SERVICE 
Including DESIGNS AN D  PLANS

Tel. Teesdale 37070, Staindrop 60477 and 60367
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