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The old year was a momentous 
one for the 15/19 King’s Royal
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necessary with Durham County 
Council, and to give help towards 
the acquisition of special exhibits.”

ADVERTISING? Then use the 
Teesdale Mercury Classified Col­
umns.

DEATH OF TEESDALE
PERSONALITY

COSY CINEMA
Men. Wed. Fri. Bat., Twice Nightly at 6 and 8-15. Tues Thurs., One Performance at 7. 

Prices et Admission: 10d.» 1/9. 2/3. HaM-Pricet 5d_ lOd.. 1/-.
Lyon’s Ice Cream, 8weete and Chocolates sold in Cinema.

Wednesday and Thursday, January 6. 7:
Joel McCrea, Julie Adams in GUNFIGHT AT DODGE CITY (u) 

In Technoolof. Cinemascope.

Friday and Saturday, January 8. 9:
Peter Cushing, Marla Landi in HOUND OF THE BASKERVILLES (a) 
In Technicolor.

Monday and Tuesday, January 11. 12:
Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin in SOME CAME RUNNING (a)

In Teohncolor. Cinemascope.

MIDDLETON SAVERS’ 
INCREASES

J. MILNER
(Packing Station 1S1>

64, GALGATE 
BARNARD CASTLE >

EGGS COLLECTED
Best Prices given for 

RABBITS . POULTRY 
GAME . PIGEONS

WOMEN'S 
INSTITUTE!

SCALA CINEMA
Thursday, Friday and Saturday, January 7. 8, 9: 5-59 and 8-15
OPERATION AMSTERDAM (u) starring Peter Finch, Eva Bartock, 

Tony Britton, Alexander Knox.
A War Thriller. Period: German. . Invasion of Holland.

Saturday Matinee at 1-30 p.m. Episode 4 Lone Defender.

Sunday, January 10. 7*45.
CHICAGO DEADLINE starring Alan Ladd, Donna Reed, Arthur 

Kennedy, June Havoc.____________________
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 11, 12, 13: 6-0 and 8-15.
FIEND WHO WALKED THE WEST (x) starring Hugh O’Brian, Robert 

Evans. Stephen McN alley. Linda Christal.
He breaks a neck and laughs—Watch out for yours! Hugh O'Brian as Wyatt Earp. 
In CinemaScope. Adults Only.

Dressed in lavender brocade, 
Miss Margaret Cynthia Bainbridge, 
escorted by her father, joined her 
future husband, Mr Million Make­
peace, at the altar for their mar­
riage on Boxing Day morning.

The Rector of Middleton, the 
Rev. Leslie Thompson, conducted 
the ceremony at St. Mary’s Parish 
Church, Middleton - in - Teesdale 
where the organist was Miss P. 
Baum.

The bride is the younger daugh­
ter of Mr and Mrs J. P. Bainbridge, 
of Rectory Cottage, Middleton, 
and her bridegroom the third son 
of Mr and Mrs J. A. Makepeace, 
of Bleak House, Butterknowle.

Miss Christine Clift, a niece, 
attended the bride, and for the 
occasion chose a floral brocade 
dress. Mr Colin Makepeace, 
brother, was the best man.

Mr and Mrs Makepeace left 
shortly after their wedding for a 
honeymoon at an undisclosed 
destination. On their return they 
will take up residence at Bleak 
Cottage, Butterknowie.

As we enter 1960 with its hope and promise of better days 
ahead, we pause on the threshold of a new decade and look 
back through the columns of The Teesdale Mercury to recall 
some of the outstanding events of the past twelve months.

It was a year of progress in many spheres of activity 
principally in education, for it brought the opening of three 
grand new schools, two in the town and the other in Middle- 
ton-in-Teesdale.

The completion of the new 
secondary modern school in Green 
Lane, built at a cost of some 
£92,000, was one of the most wel­
come features of the year’s events 
from an education standpoint, for it 
meant that an important education­
al unit, with a growing population, 
could leave behind the old premises 
on the Demesnes where too long it 
had struggled on in face of many 
difficulties.

The old premises were antiquated

the first visit of the regiment’s new 
at the branch's annual dinner in 
December, described the action as a 
classical example of the proper use 
of funds in the hands of a local 
branch.VICTORIA HALL -----

Thursday, Friday and Saturday, January 7, 8, 9: 5-45 and 8-15.
Van Johnson, Vera Miles, Emlyn Williams, Bernard Lee in A. J. Cronin’s 

BEYOND THIS PLACE (a) with Jean Kent.
Powerful—Dramatic—Tough.

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 11, 12, 13: 5-30 and 8-15.
HONG KONG CONFIDENTIAL (u) starring Jean Barry, 

co-starring Beverly .Tyler, Allison Hayes. Also showing
Terror in a Texas Town (a) with Sterling Hayden, Sebastian Cabot.

SCALA.
“ Operation Amsterdam ” is not 

the first film about a diamond rob­
bery. But it is the first about a 
diamond raid that changed the 
course of the war. and it is screened 
at the Scala Cinema this week.

About the day in 1940 when three 
men and a girl fought a desperate 
struggle to prevent millions of 
pounds’ worth of industrial diam­
onds from being seized for the 
German war machine.

Amsterdam has long been the 
world centre for diamonds of all 
kinds; the vital industrial diamonds 
and the glamorous jewels destined 
to adorn the world’s most beautiful 
women.

“ Operation Amsterdam ” is a 
true story. It happened in May, 
1940, on the day Hitler’s blitzkreig 
forked across Holland; but it was 
executed with such speed and sec­
recy that no word! of it ever ap­
peared in the official war files.

As the Panzers road towards the 
Dutch coast, a British destroyer 
speeds across the North Sea with 
three important passengers — an 
English major of M.I.5 and two 
Dutchmen.

Their mission: to snatch from.' the 
onrushing Nazis Amsterdam’s price­
less stock of industrial diamonds 
which would be of incalculable 
value to German’s war machine.

A. W. MOORE 
Painter and Decorator
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VICTORIA.
A film well worth seeing is A. J. 

Cronin’s tough human story “Be­
yond This Place,” which has a fine 
cast headed by Van Johnson. Vera 
Miles, Emlyn Williams, Bernard Lee 
and Jean Kent. It comes to the 
Victoria Hall on Thursday.

At the start of World War II., 
Patrick Mathry. a young married 
dock worker, is arrested for the 
murder of a street-walker. A peti­
tion is organised by a wealthy 
philanthropist and Mathry gets life 
imprisonment instead of going to 
the gallows. Twenty years later his 
son, from America, who believes 
his father dead, learns that he is in 
a Liveroopl prison, and with the 
help of Lena Anderson, a pretty 
young librarian, determines to est- ■ 
ablish his father’s innocence. He is 
obstructed by many people, but 
eventually succeeds in finding the 
real murderer.

COSY.
Frank Sinatra and Dean Martin 

should be a guarantee of a film’s 
quality and “Some Came Running” 
at the Cosy Cinema, Middleton-in- 
Teesdale, on Monday and Tuesday. 
January 11th and 12 th, should not 
only appeal to their fans but to a 
much larger audience. Dramatic, 
amusing and, moving in turn, it is a 
delightful character study of small 
town folk whose lives intertwine. A 
film strictly for laughs and provid­
ing them in generous measure is 
“ Strictly for Pleasure ” on Wed­
nesday and Thursday. It features 
Tony Curtis and Janet Leigh. James 
Cagney stars in “ Shake Hands 
with the Devil ” on Friday and 
Saturday. Splendidly directed and 
acted, the film resurrect in vivid 
reality the bitter days of the Irish 
“Troubles” and the fight against' 
the hated Black and Tans.

The death occurred at Forest-in- 
Teesdale on Sunday, 3rd January, 
of Mrs Freda Allinson, a highly 
respected personality in the Upper 
Teesdale district. She was 58 years 
of age.

She was the wife of Mr Isaac 
Allinson, of Watgarth, Forest-in- 
Teesdale. who now survives her, 
and she also- leaves a married 
daughter. Mrs R. Anderson, of 
Hudegate, Middleton-in-Teesdale.

Mrs Allinson was the daughter 
of the late Mr and Mrs I. Robinson, 
who formerly farmed Greenhills, 
Harwood. Hen brother, Mr E. 
Robinson, fives at Appleby.

Throughout her life the deceased 
was always a very willing helper of 
worthy causes and her assistance in 
many aspects of life in/ the dale en­
deared her to many of its people.

For many years she regularly 
worshipped at Ebenezer Methodist 
Chapel, Forest, where a funeral 
service is to be held to-morrow 
prior to interment at the Forest-in- 
Teesdale Churchyard.

Middleton-in-Teesdale Trustee 
Savings Bank had increased the 
balances due to depositors by £3,178 
during the past year, now amount­
ing to £123,044, it was reported at 
the 122nd annual meeting over 
which Mr J. Foster presided.

A total of 44 accounts were 
opened during the year, bringing 
the total to 937.

Mr Foster, proposing the adopt­
ion of the report, drew attention to 
the very satisfactory increase and 
commended the local actuary and 
his staff on the year’s figures.

Mr R. R. Foster, chairman of the 
Savings Bank of Newcastle upon 
Tyne, and Mr J. L. Matthews, chief 
actuary, congratulated the Middle­
ton Bank on the progress it continu­
ed to make.

Mr J. N. Pinkney (trustee) was 
appointed chairman for 1960 and I 
Mr D. R. P. Calder (trustee), vice- 
chairman. Also present were Dr. R. 
Dawson, Messrs S. F. Wilson, H. 
Richardson, J. R. Addison (trustees), 
T. Dent, J. M. Ward, J. R. Watson, 
C. T. Lowe and I. Tarn (hon. 
managers).

STUDENTS’ 
SUCCESSES

The following elocution students 
have satisfied the examiners of the 
Poetry Society:—

Juvenile Secondary: Merit, R. 
Carpenter. Junior Certificate: Pass, 
C. Ebden, J. Gibson; merit, C. 
Dawes, M. Robinson; honours, A. 
Jackson. Junior Bronze Medal: 
Merit, D. McCann, S. Metcalf, P. 
Robson. Junior Silver Medal: 
Pass, C. Farrer; merit, B. Birdsall, 
H. Hutchinson, A. Leitch, R. 
Maughan, A. Mulhatten, K. Tooby. 
Intermediate Certificate: Honours, 
W. Cleasby. Senior Certificate; 
Merit, J. Alderson, E. Robson 
Senior Bronze Medal: Merit, G. 
Booth, S. Cable; honours, P. Jones, 
J. Thompson. Senior Silver Medal: 
Merit, L. Britton. Adult Introduc­
tory: Merit, R. Taylor.

Guildhall School of Music and 
Drama: Preliminary: Pass, J. David­
son, J. Moore; merit, J. Swinbank. 
Grade 1: Pass, C. Ebden, R. Forst­
er, E. Swinbank, N. Young; merit, 
M. Barnes, M. Hunt Grade 3: 
Pass, M. Davies, H. Draper. Grade 
4a: Merit, J. Marsden. Grade 5: 
Pass, E. Yates.

The above are the) pupils of Miss 
F. B. Ambrose, A.L.C.M.

Since then the Friends society 
have, with the aid of grants, pur­
chased several gifts including the 
•fireplace of rococco style in Yellow 
Verona marble which will be dis­
played in one of the three French 
rooms now in course of alteration 
and improvement ready for the re­
opening of the Museum in the 
spring.

The military calendar of import­
ant events opened in January with 
the commemoration by the 13th 
(Martinique 1809) Field Battery, 
Royal Artillery, at Barford Camp, 
of the capture from the French of 
the island of Martinique in the 
West Indies.

To mark the occasion a silver 
battleaxe in miniature was present­
ed to the Battery by the Commander 
of 1 Army Group, Royal Artillery 
(Brigadier G. F. de Gex).

The battleaxe symbolises the 
heroic action of the men in taking 
the island and capturing from the 
old French pioneers a number of 
battleaxes with which they were 
armed.

to say the least, and were certainly 
inadequate to meet the requirements 
of the 1944 Education Act, but as 
the headmaster, Mr G. R. Bailey, 
commented at the first annual 
prize distribution in the new school, 
those premises had served a great 
and valuable need in the town for 
one-and-a-quarter centuries.

By September of this year the 
school population is expected to 
reach the 500 mark compared with 
150 pupils on the roll ten years ago.

The new school was opened in 
May by Mr H. J. Boyden, M.P. for 
Bishop Auckland, then a member of 
the Durham County Council and 
vice-chairman of the County 
Education Committee.

In the same week, the new 
secondary modern school at Mid­
dleton-in-Teesdale was opened, a 
fine building in spacious grounds 
near the river.

Like the Barnard Castle Second­
ary Modern School, the Middleton 
school had been in use for several 
months before the opening cere­
mony, but there was still much 
enthusiasm and interest on the 
great day when the opening was 
performed before a large audience 
of County Education Committee 
representatives, school governors 
and staff and friends.

The completion of the school 
which had been built at a cost of 
£85,000, was the fulfilment of hopes 
and ambitions cherished in the dale 
for a long period of years.

Aid. W. Liddle, of Butterknowle, 
a member of Durham County 
Council arid chairman of the Bar­
nard Castle Magistrates, who 
performed the ceremony, mentioned 
that local benefactors had been 
seeking to develop education in the 
dale since 1729.

He said it would be the task of 
the teachers of the new school to 
help that development bv helping to 
produce the bigger and better men 
and women the twentieth century 
so urgently needed.

Hussars because they entertained a 
distinguished visitor at Deeerbolt 
which they occupied in June. It was 
Colonel-in-Chief, Princess Margaret, 
and the occasion was the regiment’s 
bi-centenary celebrations.

The impressive ceremony was 
held in October, and after present­
ing a new guidon to the regiment, 
the royal visitor said that in former 
days the device would have been 
borne by men of the regiment in 
action, a rallying .point to battle.

In the same month, progress was 
made in yet another field of activity. 
Abbey Bridge was’ re-opened after 
being closed for several months for 
repairs. Many local residents feared 
that the alterations would affect the 
architectural features of the old 
structure but this Droved not the 
easel The entrance to the bridge on 
each side of the river was greatly 
improved without loss of architect­
ural value.

In January a landmark disappear­
ed from’ the landscape at Harmire 
with the demolition of Bede Kirk, 
an old building which had been re­
built from the ruins of an old 
chapel or chantry, believed to have 
been the church of the township of 
Marwood which was in existence 
before Barnard Castle.

In local government matters, 
housing finance occupied the 
attention of the Barnard Castle 
Rural Council, and reductions in 
the annual rate fund contribution 
resulted in increases in rents of 
council houses.

Bede Kirk in the process of demolition.
The passage of time has alter­

ed the conduct of war,” said Princess 
Margaret, “ and your guidon is 
therefore no longer carried for this 
purpose. However, its significance 
is unaltered and it still remains a 
consecrated symbol of the greatness 
of your past, and in the future years 
must continue to serve as the rally­
ing point for your loyalty -to your 
queen, your country, and your 
regiment.”

The December meeting of j 
■Newbiggin-in-Teesdale Won» 
Institute was held in the Recreafi 
Room. The newly-elected preside 
Mrs J. J. Beadle, presided, and; 
new member, Mrs Ncasham, » 
welcomed. Following the busine 
suggestions from each member w 
accepted for use in planning | 
I960 programme. The meetii 
was then taken over by Mrs I 
Addison, president pro tern | 
members’ night. Mrs .Addis 
thanked the regular committee j 
behalf of the members for th 
work in the past year. After » 
per had been served, games a 
competitions, including a bea 
drive and a whistling competitit 
were arranged. At the close K- 
Beadle thanked the members | 
their hospitality.

BALDERSDALE PEOPU 
AID SPASTIC CHARITY

The annual Christmas’ son 
arranged by residents of Baida 
dale and the surrounding area ft 
charitable purposes, was held fa 
week at Lartington Hall, speadj 
lent by Mrs O. Field for the on 
sion. Proceeds from the events 
ailed about £20, and this an»s 
was handed to Mrs Field for 4 
use of Morris Grange, the Is 
Cross Centre for Spastic Childs 
near Scotch Comer.

Mrs Field, who is an entire 
enthusiastic worker for the Bnts 
Red Cross Society, and partied* 
ly for the children’s centre, sb 
ably thanked the organisers a 
spoke highly of their efforts.

The evening’s entertainment R 
made highly enjoyable by Balden 
dale’s own band of local musicia*

public-spirited individuals rallied# 
gether, and their combined effort 
helped by fine weather. resulted® 
the event being one of the best 
living memory.

On June 20th, Methodists; i 
Upper Teesdale spent a memoratf 
,day on the occasion ofthe 1 
centenary of Newbiggin Chapd 
The special guest nreacher was tk 
president of the Methodist Conf# 
ence (Dr. Norman H. Snaith) aa 
the proceedings were relayed | 
loudspeaker to neighbouring build 
ings for the benefit of the seven 
hundreds who could not be accon 
modated in the chapel.

Death removed many friend 
during the year. The town als 
suffered the loss of several leadin 
personalities who left the distric 
Principal among them was the Re 
A. B. Webster, who had been Via 
and Rural Dean for about fc 
years.

He left Barnard Castle at East! 
to take up a new appointment I 
Warden of Lincoln Theologja 
College, and he was succeeded | 
Rev. J. B. Browne who was ins 
tuted by the Bishop of Durham t 
April.

O. & M. Builders Ltd.
37, Newgate 

Barnard Castle. 
Tel. 3117.

NEW HOUSES
AND BUNGALOWS | 
BUILT TO ORDER

Works: Raby Hotel 'Yard. 
All Classes of Alterations. 

Estimates without obligation.

The third school to be opened in 
the area was the Barnard Castle 
Grammar-Technical School on the 
Staindrop road, which already has 
settled down to its important task 
of catering for the vocational needs 
of young people over a wide area 
stretching from West Auckland to 
Forest-in-Teesdale.

In the agricultural field, 1959 will 
go down in local history as one of 
the most important in recent years 
by reason of the successful petition 
to the House of Lords on the all 
important compensation, issue in 
connection with the Tees Valley and 
Cleveland Water Board’s proposal i 
for a reservoir at Balderhead.

News of the successful petition 
reached farmers of Baldersdale in 
August and brought ample proof 
that the County N.F.U. branch’s 
promise to fight the issue to the last 
ditch if necessary was no idle boast.

The action of the Barnard Castle 
branch in financing the petition 
earned all-round praise and brought 
a special commendation from the 
vice-chairman of the County 
Exectuive (Col. A. D. Bryant), who

There was a rallying point, too. 
for members of the Friends of 
Bowes Museum in the new consti­
tution formed in March. This fol­
lowed a somewhat stormy meeting 
convened for the purpose of 
considering the society’s position in 
view- of the change of administra­
tion of the Museum.

At the meeting a special com­
mittee of five was set up to revise 
the constitution of the society. They 
were Lord Barnard, Lord Gort, Col. 
W. I. Watson, Mr H. E. Birkbeck, 
headmaster of Barnard Castle 
School, and Mr F. W. Anderson, 
then manager of Glaxo Laboratories 
Limited, Barnard Castle.

A meeting was held in the Parish 
Hall in May and approval was 
given to the revised objects which 
are “ to develop interest in Bowes 
Museuni, to accumulate a fund b" 
annual subscription and other 
means as may be deemed necessary 
for furthering the aims of the 
society in collaboration where

The three local authorities in the 
area have been discussing during 
the closing months of; the old year 
the possible outcome of- the review 
of the Local. Government Boundary 
Commission. In November, the 
Barnard Castle Rural Council made 
a recommendation to the Com­
mission that Teesdale would make 
an- ideal unit of local government, 
the suggestion being that the 
boundary of County Durham be 
extended to the Startforth Rural 
Council’s southern boundary along 
the highest point of the Pennines.

Streatlam Castle, yet another 
great landmark and once the home 
of the Queen Mother, disappeared 
from view. The great mansion was 
for centuries the country seat of the 
Earls of Strathmore, and it was 
partly demolished by the late Mr 
Norman Field in the late 1920s.

The new owner. Major Philip I. 
Pease, of Sledwich, arranged with 
the military authorities to have the 
remains blown up and this Operation 
was carried out by a special comp­
any of the Royal Engineers in April.

For the management committee 
of the Barnard Castle Whitsuntide 
Meet, the old year had its ups and 
downs. Early in the year fears were 
expressed that, because of lack of 
public support, the Whitsuntide 
Meet may have to be cancelled, but 
in the succeeding months many

1959 was a Year of 
Progress


