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OCCASIONAL NOTES. 
• (III "Nlhticuicirs 11. - i 

I have no idea vi bother die town and 
district is rauch cony ertied by the Ministry 
of Health's new drive against reitt . proliteers. 
I doubt not. however, that the Council have 
their ey. s open and will deal with any 
offendet .s they see as the Health Ministry 
directs. 

• 
I saw a funny thing on Saturday morn-

ing. which I undersiatel is quite usual 
where I stay. In through the front door, 
down the passage. across the living room 
and out into the garden marched two dust-
men, to return by the same route with a full 
dustbin which they hi-ought hack empty by 
the same route again. This notwithstand-
ing a back entrance to and a road behind 
where 1 lodgi•! 	 • 

• • 

Friends Of :11,-  John \V SlokOe. Darling-
ton. formerly head master of Eggleston (.E. 
School. will be glad to learn that his son, 
William Geofft•ey, a native of Teesdale, at. 
the re,litti Higher Cet•tilieate exaunivatiou 
Of Durban: Puivegwi iy. gained distinction 
in Pure and Applied Mathematic, distinc-
tion in Physics. and spe.tial credit in 
Chemistry, and has been awarded by the 
Boord of Eittication a state Bursary of 
a veal . 	 Physic9. at Cam- 
bridge University. and the Bellasis •xhibi- 
tion of 	a year by !tic Darlington 
FTrIcat ion Committee. Alt .  J. \V. Smkoe is 

d toaster of St. John's C.E. School. 
lington. 

The other Sunday afternoon I cycled out 
a it to make a call. and through losing 
111 Y way-  on the outward journey it was \veil 
atter black-out time (really • almost quite 
dark) when I was pedalling homeward 
along an extraordinarily muddy road. And. 
yet (to me they were cheering because I 
was wanting my tea!, away across the 
fields 1 saw, shining brightly and apparent-
ly unsereened. two lights that must have 
been visible for miles around . . . front 
a real Barnard Castle landmark. ".No 
names, no paekd•ill !" It may only have 
been through inadvertence : l have not 
been back to see. Froth - writing of lights 
is no far cry to writing of no lights. Some 
cyclists who are riding about after dark 
with no rear lights will have only them-
selves to blame if they meet trouble•. either 
tram the hand of the law or front something 
far heavier that will deal them a K.O. On 
the Sunday evening I have referred to one 
of them rode part of the way with me and 
we overtook another in the town. And I 
do not think they are the only ones taking 
risks. for the bus-drivers. whose job at night 
I do not envy, are grumbling. 

• • 
That Cr E. Watson has been chosen to 

lead the drive for metal and ofd rubber 
scrap does not surprise me. I rather 
expected his mirth-provoking enthusiasin at 
the inaugural meeting would let Dim in for 
it The right mau for the job. or 1 am mis-
taken. and that not because he is Com-
mittee Chairman of Ow seetion of the 
Council's activities 1\ hid' is most skilled 
in gathering up things people don't want. 
No ! but Deehll.e of his inteetious enthusi-
asm for anything he sets his mind to. The 
inaugural meeting cannot have been over 
more than au hour !before he had the \V.V.S. 
roped in and pledged to do their very utmost 
not only in canvassing but in all other 
directions,  as well to make scrap metal week 
a seeress. IOOLI going ! In order to obtain 
this invaluable support in the campaign. 
CI. Watson had to approach two ladies 
Mrs T. Boardman and Mrs \\line. Although  
I feel sure they did riot need much persua-
sive. Cr. Watson \\ as  not taking any risks. 
Crs. Singer and Boxall tici•ompanted hiin ! 
The drive 1 see, is to be formally set going 
this AVednetsday) mowing at 11-30. •  May 
it. from day to days gather such momentum 
that, by the time it is over Barnat .d Castle 
awl District's effort for munition s will  tank 
aft:Ong:4 the County's best. The organisers 
:IT •  not letting grass grow lietittath th ieir 
feel anyway. The loud-speaker van was 
arou nd on 'Monday : shopkeepers are show-
ing, the campaign posters with scrap they 
themselves proposr. to give : and a grand 
fillip is being given to things by Sgt. 
Ciu•radbe's tnagni ficent model battleship in 

• mt• Wood's shop window, and by a fascinat-
leg film at the cinemas. 

morning and afternoon 
During the vacancy of the living, the 

settlers at  Gainford 
Parish Chu:•. -.h for the past le'i Sine:lays 
have been cotelnitcti I lY the bey. .1. A. 
Sisson. Elector of Whist, in, and the services 
at Piereeh•idge Church by the Rev: A. H. 
Nioluilson formerly Vi can of Ackiington, 
Northumberland. 

Another amenity for troops, in the form 
of a Catholic Club. will soon be an aceorn- 
(dished fact. 	Preparation of the OreLIIISPA 
ae011ired fur the 	 ,(1 ftu IldValleed 
that it lA hoped to open the• Chtli on Christ- 
mt • Eve. The men thetrisety, err  doing 
rwiell of the interior decoratinn in their 
spare titne, and even tile Cllaplaih, the Rev. 

'buid".• i s lendi n g it hand \\lilt  a Paint- 

rTO TUE EDITOR 1w TILE TEESDALE MERCURY.] 

Sir.-•-The sum of £15 was raised by a 
Whist drive and t awe organised by the 
Middleton-in-Titesda e Loral Lads' Welfarl-
Committee on Werth •sday. December 

ise funds for the -.hristrrias dinner of the 
nit stationed there 
As Offirer COMM; tiding the local unit 1 

should like to to CO advantage of Your 
er , kiinn:4 to f . NPro , -: the very great thanks 
sit' the whole Unit for the gifts of prizes. 
the hard work of many helpers, and the 
public support that combined to make the 
show such a success.—Yours. etc., 

(Signed) O.C. 

OBITUARY. 
FUNERAL OF MR GEORGE THOMPSON. 

The Horsemarket was a quiet, sad-looking 
place on Thursday afternoon when the 
funeral cortege of the late Mr George 
Thompson departed from the "Bay Horse" 
Hotel, where he was born, and where, to 
customers who long since had grown to 
regard him as a friend, he had been " mine 
host " for so many ::ears that his license 
must have been , -rte of the longest 
held in the town. Bain was falling 
h•eitvil•: and it was signiikant of the 
esteem iu which Mr Thompsoo had 
been held that, despite it. a large party 
preceded the hearse on foot all the way to 
Ba;nard Castle cemetery. where the Vicar 
of the Parish Church. the Rev. II. Selwyn 
Smith, M.A.. was waiting to conduct the 
burial service. lit addition to attending the 
'funeral as his personal friends, members of 
the local branch of the Licensed Victuallers' 
Association were present as such to pay 
homage to one who had been prominent in 
all their activities, for many years as their 
hon. secretary. 
' The family mourners, deeply moved by 
the widespread sympathy shown, were : 
Miss Dorothy Thompson, daughter ; Mr and. 
Mrs Wright and Mr and Mrs B. Kirby 
(Billingham), sisters and brothers-in-law ; 
also cousins, nephews, nieces, and others. 
including Mr and Mrs J. Thompson (North-
allerton), Mrs Davis, Mrs Duffy. and Miss 
F. Thompson (Staindrop:. Miss Alice Riley. 
Mrs Pugh (Norton), Mr and Mrs Dobbie, Mrs 
Gilsingham (Lartington). and Mrs Nugent 
(Middlesbrough). 

Members of the local Licensed Victuallers' 
Association present were : Mr J. Dumble. 
delegate, No 1 District, who also represented 
Major Fryers. Secretary. Northumberland 
and Durham branch of the National Trades 
Defence Association ; Messrs R. Neasham, 
F. Welford, C,, Bird. G. n. Walk-er, F. Daw-
son, W. Kidd, C. F. \Voodhams. J. B. 
Walker, F. Lowe, J. Wilkinson. S. Turner, 
H. Lowson, I.. B. Marshall, P. Beadel, J. 
Bell. J. Gatenby, C. Lewis. and 6..k. Carter. 

Other friends in attendance. were : Mr R. 
Peden (whin also represented Cr. W. 
Ascough). Mrs C. F. Woodhams, Mrs 
Bobbie. Mrs Kidd and Mrs F. Lowe. Crs. E. 
C. Robinson and E. W. Roxall, Messrs R: 
Chatt. F. Deacon, G. A. Barker, G. T. Guy. 
A. Brown. C. Nevison, V. Heston (Ovington). 
T. \Valker. C. W. Evans. H. Burdon. T. 
Thubron. A. Newsome (Darlington), W. Hi 
Coates. 'r. Hamilton, Baiter. Baker. and• 
R. Bayles (Suliderlandj: also Leading Fire-
men P. Jackson and T. Mitchell. Messrs T. 
Wilson. T. Milner, W. Walton and A. 
Lowson acted as hearers, whilst Mr F. J. 
Robinson. who was responsible for the 
funeral arrangements. was also present 
personally to pay his last re , pects. 

Rain 	still falling whey the -Olin, led 
by the lbw. B. Selwyn Smith. was borne in 
procession from the cemetery chapel to the 
grave : and, as it was lowered to its resting 
place beside that of .Mrs Thompson. wit 
died thirteen years ago, all hearts wept 
out in sympathy to the voting woman whn_ 
now, has been left alone to tarry on. at the 
" Bay Horse " Holed the traditions her 
father so aIdy'imilt 

the neautifill floral trIelfes were 
Wrefdli, from nOrOltly, dIllIghteL Whiffle. 
-miek and rewrap ; nephews and nieces. 
\\-ilfrefl. Arthur. Cecil' and Florence : 
Hilda Mr and Mrs A. Newsome and family; 
Mr and Mrs Bird Dora " Genrjt:e's 
Friends at the Bar." tied the local branch 
of the Licensed VP, tuallors' .Association. 

GEORGE THOMPSON. 

BY AN OLD FRIEND,. 

the death of George 'Thompson, Bar-
nard Castle has lost a true sportsman and 
a worthy citizen. Had lie been minded to. 
he also could have laid i•laim to being an 
ideal landlord, jilst ;is hi,. father was when 
Proprietor of the " Bay horse " Hotel before 
hint. 	It was from his rather that he 
inherited his keen int•erest in sport. 	Mr 
Thompson senior's great fancy was for flat 
racing. and during the building of the 
Bowes Museum be often promoted races for 
the 'workmen as well as handicaps for 
youths. At that time people had few amuse-
ments : even football was in its infancy. It 
was at (;armed Castle that George Thomp-
son, the yoneg•st of four brothers. ,was 
initiated Wt.) whleties by his father, anti as 

I he grew older and stronger he began to 
came from in amateur circles. George 
Thompson wI.'i Many flat rare prizes at 

dislote•es. 	His proudest recolh'c- 
I 	w as  of winning first prize. a - gold 
watch. in a mitii•ter-mile handicap at Whit- 
burn shorts. heating.  mule of the leading 

of the day. It was a fine achieve- 
ment, for \Viiillirti was considered a class 
meeting. Another triumph for him was his 
victory' in a one-mile race at Guisborough 
oter, amongst other prominent runners, 
George Butterfield, who was destined to 
become the one-mile amateur champion of 

•• t.:••• 	 _ 

England. George Thompson purchased the 
"Bay Horse " Hotel when his father's estate 
was put on the market. Soon afterwards 
he married Miss Ada Itarnsden, and his wife 
ably assisted hint in carrying on the "Bay 
Horse " its the sante manner as his father 
had done. George was one of Barnard 
Castle Football Chill's staunchest supporters 
at a time when it was turtling out some 
stilling players. Among these were Jim 
Welfoid. Bob Chatt. Albert Evans, and Fred 
Wood, all of whom assisted Aston Villa ; 
also J. Crieveson, who attained international 
honours and eventually settled in South 
Africa. Mr Thompson. whose house was 
their headquarters, was on the club com-
mittee when they won the championship of 
Darlington and District League. A speedy 
runner himself. it seemed natural for him 
to turn in time to other sports engaged in 
by fast runners. He became a keen grey-
hound coursing fan and at one time and 
another owned some splendid dogs. This 
is little to he wondered at because, well 
advised by his friends, Messrs Bell-living 
and Harry Bell, he invariably bought from 
the best blood. Possibly the best dog he 
ever owned was " Rokeby Lad," although 
he had another good one in "Rocketeer:7 
The former once won or divided three stakes 
in succession, whilst 'the law. adept in 
hurdle racing. often had its long tail in 
front on the flat. In quest of his favourite 
sport. Mr Thompson often visited Powder-
hall. Newcastle, • Pontypridd, Manchester. 
and other places, and was also no stranger 
at horse-race meetings in the northern 
circuit. 

His personality was such that he readily 
gained friends everywhere he went, and 
although lie tterformed his good deeds 
quietly there are many who can testify to 
his kindness to those less fortunate than 
himself. Although taking no very active 
ioterest in politics. Mr Thompson was 
always an ardent Totionist.—W.A. 

LET GIA9 

afAr YOUR VEGETABLES 

LABOUR IS SHORT 

but the farmer has a remedy ready 
to hand. The Fordson Tractor 
is simple to use, adaptable to 
almost every job on the farm, 
and enables much extra work to 
be handled with the help already 
available. 

See us about a Fordson 
Tractor—new or used- NOW I 

LOUIS SMITH & CO., 
AUTOMOBILE ENGINEERS 

BARNARD CASTLE. 	Tel. 25. 

SECOND-HAND PIANOS 
BOUGHT FOR CASH 

BEST PRICES GIVEN. 

BROTHERTON AND SON, 
PIANO AND RADIO WAREHOUSE, 

221 Newgate St, Bishop Auckland Tel. 137. 

LIME. LIME. LIME, I 

HAVING received an unlimited allocation 
of Lime, Farmers who are requiring 

supplies cn obtain any quantity with 
immediate elivery.—Particulars from "ohn 
N. Pinkney, Baincurt, Romaldkirk, Barnard 
Castle (Tel phone Cotherstone 55). 

AL KE R'S 
THE BARN.4.RD CASTLE MARINE STORES 

48, THE BANK. 
Best Prices given for Rags, Bones, Scrap 
Iron, Metal, Brass, Lead, Copper, Pewter, 
Hair, Rubber, Hare and Rabbit Skins, etc .  

Established over 40 Years. 

CYC LES FOR SALE 
Raleigh 4-speed. with New Light-

Set. 

Raleigh 3-speed Racer. 

doss' a id Girls' Cycles. 

One Tr cycle. 

3 Ladi s' Sports Models, as New. 

F. GARRY, 
18, The Bank, Barnard Castle. 

TO FARMERS. 

L. MAUDE, 
BARNARD CASTLE, 

AVING PURCHASED A FIRST-CLASS 
H  ENGINE AND THRESHER, is now 
open to receive orders for your Threshing 
Prompt and Reliable Service. 
Orders to : 
%I, Marshall Street, BARNARD CASTLE 

Printed for the Teesdale Mercury Limited 
by ioliN FINNIE MORTON, at the Registered 
offices of! the Company, 24, Market Place  
Barnard Castle (Telephone 45), in th. 
County of Durham, and Published by him 
at the same place. 

dressind of 

101-  

t. 

• 

DIRECTIONS. -Brush the coat of the animal in the op 
naturally lies, dredging in the powder 

Prices : 2lbs., 21-; /st., 3/-; 2st , 

Trial Dredger Tins, 1/• 
Prepured only by 

CLARKSON HAKKEP, 

-07" FLEAulD _ 	. 
FOR CATTLE. 

Three times the strength of Tobacco Powder. 

HAVE YOUR LAWN MOWER SHARPENED AND 
REPAIRED 

and got your 

MANGLE ROLLERS RENEWED 
FROM WELL-SEASONED BLOCKS 

AT — 

CLARKSON HARKER'S SPACE.  

stitch in time saves nine. NOW is the time to give a good 

(W. SMITH & Co.), 

ENGINEERS, IRON FOUNDERS, 

HEATING SPECIALISTS, 
BARNARD CASTLE, 

Established 1867. 	 'Phone 100. 

LOW MILL FOUNDRY 

Chemist, Barnard Castle. 

7 
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STAIN 
PETTY SE 

Proce4-ditigs weep  cog 
Staindrop Police con 
magistrate: tieing auto 
of the cases without clef 
upon. In those that reit 
of whom was up on I 
guilty and elected 
summarily. 

Present : Lord llama) . 
 Barnard. Capt. [lead° 

Broualley. and Dickies 

Lapses of a M 
James William New 

Cleat-lam, was charged 
petrol, using ant uttins 
motor cycle, and with 
motor cycle number 
antounting to shout th 
at 91d.. was the proper 
the Winston Colliery. 

John W. Johnston, 1 
field. the colliery own 
in his. °hire about I2-h) 
and seeing act - used. a 
from the engine house 
hand. His suspicions 
accused and saw -  him 
tents into his motor  cy 
asked what he. was at. 
hp had only taken a lit 
with and was told to 
small quantity, with 
the engine Itouse, alto 
tank of the haulage 
The amount of petrol 
three gills. costing 9 

Perry itaine. the 
evidetc.P that :well.. 
petrol and been re 
examination of the 
liov,•\•?!. he found tl 

Sergeant Tophant 
accused ott the sew 
ontaini:!e his admiss 
soine rot. 

Accused had nollitn 
evidence. 

The remaining three 
had at - isen out of the 
quest kit Sergi. Topha 
motor cycle ac , -used 
Ridge with the -  name 
the licence he prorate 
motor cede. as also 
the motor (-yelp bn 
owned a Triumph 
AN'itness found it in 
the number plate of 

An official of the 
Durham. gave evid 
licenses, and. on twin 
thing to say, ac--used 
think he was drain 
Triumph was licensed 

Asked by the Chair 
attended the last court 
been too late. 

HP had nothing pr 
and was fined a total 
in addition, and al 
dorsed. 

Jack's Dear 
Wheal though the fa 

did relax as they 
with 19-wear?-old Jack 
only smiles in court, 
more ai.out that pre: 
eoneed•d that Jack 
and obviously reSii 
demeanour as he sto 
should be. Respect( 
and al. re--that look 
decent f ellow- wear 
m: , .1 ass of 
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