
The Little; Eggleshope Mine, in the estai,... 
Duke of Cleveland. was opened by a Com p„„ 
1848, and at• first was very productive, rp a,.1. •• 
1,000 bings in one year. 
, Sharnberr ∎  Mine, in the Eggleston moi , 
first did well, and then the bulk of the ,, 14 '; 
passed through an extension of the working, 
hue boundary of the Ecclesiastical Connni.,, 

Coldberry Mine was bought by the Mess r, 
(a local association), before the Compan y  t,„ + 

 over, and fine samples of lead and silver 
 obtained. Coldberry had its "ups" and 

and an entire abandonment was at one tim e 
 plated, but even after a century of working , 

to be looked upon as the leading mine 
( 'ompany"s hands. Its approximate yield lea. aL 
5,000 bings. 

The mines, for the most part. were in I, 
spots amidst the hills, and Jagger gallow av, 
employed in bringing the ore from the mine 1,„ 
smelting mills 

The Skears Mine was pleasantly situated. A. 
1758 a number of miners left the high 
Derbyshire to work the Langdou Beck 
which they had taken a lease. 

Thirteen families came, but only a few 
The Barkers, Drabbles, Redferns, 
Staleys, Rawbottoms, and Wagstaffes remain,: 

The captain of the company was M r 
 \Vagstaffe. 'Lis tombstone is in Middleton 

yard. 
Mr Stagg retired to Dishforth and died 

and was succeeded on is retirement by his s, ; „.: 
law, Mr It, W. Bainbtidge, which post he hell ; 

 a long time, being in turn relieved of his worl; 
his son, II. K. Bainbridge, and died in 1870. 

Mr Bainbridge resided at Middleton House. 
he gathered around him a staff of intelligent, 
labourers, and there was not a benevolent or phi-
thropic institution in Teesdale without his a„:.  
ante. 

A fother was a weight of lead containing 
pigs, and every pig twenty-one stones and a 
With the plumbers in London it was 19,1 •wt.., 
at the mines it was 22A ewts., but it always t 
some pikill,to check a plumber's account. 

The first building covered with lead that I 
aware of was the Leaden Hall Market, London. 
manor house at Leaden Hall, %vhi•h gave the 
to the market, belonged in 1309 to Sir Hugh Ne 
It was a large building used for weighing wool. 
and other wares, and partly for the painter, 
working for the decking of pageants. l', was aim 
an interesting occupation 50 years ago wate 
the men dressing the lead over rolls and 
corners of a roof, for it was a material that I 

hot be firmly tacked down owing to its expo 
and contraction, and it was a skilled occults 
making a lead flat roof. 

Lead Mining Slavery. 

The Black Death freed the agricultural w ∎ .:.H 
from serfdom, and it was the Dissoluti. , :. 
Monasteries and three recurrences of the plat: 
that freed the miners partly from bondage 
had their miner monks—Durham, 
Mount Grace. 

Neither Bishop Ruthall nor Wolsey we: 
fight infringements of liberties by the  Tu 
statesmen, the advantage lay in fore' • -
policy of centralisation as against a local P: • 
policy, and they played for higher game 
feudal rights. The palatinate has relics of feltdi' ' 
The most alive and least able to defend 
betrayed in the house of friends, and 
plague very few men were left to work the• 

The state of serfdom persisted in all the coon 
of Europe until quite recent times. 

The salters and colliers in Scotland con 
be so treated as slaves until emancipated 
of Parliament of 1775, the terms of whi. 
proved so inadequate that a Supplementary 
found necessary in 1799. 

The Quakers were prominent in the call 
abolition of slavery, and they did practi. ' 
in Teesdale, where they became interest , 

 conditions of the people, • with the result 
London Lead Company was instituted and I. , 

 conditions enticed men into the industr∎ . 
the life was hard. 

The mine shops were mere sheds, and I 
floor contained bunks lined with straw for 
where the miners spent five days a weci , 

 eight hour shifts. A king was chosen for caul' 
of 30 or 40 men, and they held a regular (Ion' 
enforced order and discipline. 

After leaving schools established by the ('"I" !1' 
children were sent to "wash" at the min.-- 
a while they became pick men—as high 
could aspire. 

The miners worked at most five days a w ■ 

to eke out a living worked at quarries in thel' , , 
time. Some kept a cow or two, a few sheep : 

 garden for the produce to add to their etant'';' 
The daksmen were religiously inclined. ar, , , 

great bulk were Dissenters. the Primitive 3 1;e:` 
ists and t ,.. 
bodies in the dale. 	

by far the he Wesleyans being 

(To be continued.) 
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Lead Mines. 

The _Romans certainly obtained lead ore from this 
district and on the high ground on both sides Of the 
Tees some of the old smelting pits with heaps of slag 
beside them could be discerned tonidst the heather. 

The abundance Of wood was of great service to the 
miner, and as the supply ran out the ore was carted 
lower down, anywhere where wood was available. 
Near Barnard Castle, at Penny Hill, a large 
accumulation of slag was noted 100 years ago. This 
attracted the attention of workmen employed at 
Mark Sherlock's mines, and they, after assaying 
part Of the slag. obtained leave to try their skill on 
the heap, which was carted down to the Gannless 
smelt mill, about a mile distant, where, after being 
put through the usual series of operations, yielded 
more than 300 •wts. of lead. Whilst. this slag was 
being removed, evidence was found that not only 
lead ore had been smelted on the spot, but sheet 
lead had also been made ; a small pit had been sunk 
and covered with 'sand, into which the lead ore had 
been run, On the rising ground west of what was 
Anios's farm in Harwood. There were many of 
these antique smelting pits and large quantities of 
slag. 

In 1468 Edward IV. granted all mines of gold 
and silver and all mines of lead holding gold and 
silver north of the Trent to Richard, Earl of War-
wick (Lord of the Barnard Castle Manor), John, 
Earl of Northumberland, and •others, for forty 
years. 

In 1475 the same King <rave the mines of Alston 
moor to Richard, Duke of Gloucester, Henry, Earl 
of Northumberland, and others. 

. In 1478 King Edward granted (on the surrender 
of the former claim) all mines of gold, silver, 
copper and lead in Northumberland, Durham and 
.Westmorland to William Goderswick and Dodders-
wick VarerSwiek (two immigrants from Flanders), 
who, it appears, introduced new methods of work-
ing. the Mines, extracting the metal from the ore by 
a surer process, and thus obtaining for themselves 
a good profit in addition to paying a heavy royalty 
to the King. 

In the days of Queen Elizabeth an association was 
fornied entitled the Society for the Mines Royal, on 
whom was bestowed a grant of gold, silver and 
copper within all the mining counties, with liberty 
to assign parts and portions. 

September, 1571. Robert Bowes and ( 'harles 
Chaytor held an inquisition at Flakebrigge in the 
Manor of Egglestone, surveyed and valued the 
Flakebrigge mine, formerly the property Of Charles, 
Earl of Westmorland, attainted of high treason. 
"The premises were much wrought in the time of 
the said Earl and that presently they are in great 
ruin and decay... 

The mine was leased to Ralph Bowes for 21 years 
at the yearly rent of fills. Robert Bowes, knight, 
and Geo. Bowes

' 
 Esq., had been lessees of a lead 

mine within the New .Forest, Teesdale, under King 
Edward VI., their lease being dated Feb. 4, 1550. 

Early in the 16th century, owing to the increasing 
scarcity of wood, lead mining in Teesdale was to a 
great extent abandoned. 

Wood was used as fuel throughout the country, 
and it was difficult to accustom the people to the 
use of coal. At one period an Act of Parliament 
was passed prohibiting the use of coal in London. 

The .London Lead Mining Company was estab-
lished in Teesdale nearly '270 years ago. The con-
ditions were very serious, for t he industrial progress 
of the people had been stopped and there had•been 
two visitations of the Plague. Experiments were 
made and it was found practicable to smelt lead ore 
with coal fuel. An association was formed as the 
Lead Mining Co. •for smelting down lead ore with 
pit Coal and sea coal, 

With the resuscitation of mining came improve-
ments in agriculture and improvements in the lot of 
the people, the neighbouring owners, stimulated by 
the experiments of the Lead Company, proceeded to 
develop t heir estates and explore the further field. 

The work was difficult to get going and to teach 
the miners new methods. One great drawback was 
the rudiinentary style of washing the ore as pro-
cu•ed from the mines. The Teesdale ores procured 
by the Company itt the earlier efforts was carried to 
the Whitfield and Acton smelt mills in North-
umberland, a distance of nearly .30 miles across the 
trackless wastes. 

Nearly 170 years ago, Ilenry, first Earl of Darling-
ton, erected the first smelting furnace in Teesdale 
at Langdon 'Beck. 

The Lead Company, represented by Mr Itobt. 
Stagg, first practised the art of refining• by means of 
'what was terni , •1 the Devonshire furnace, at the 
smelt mill they built at Eggleston, some of the 
earliest workmen being natives of France. Thence 
the saute system of refining was extended to Whit-
field Mill. 

After a hundred years the Lead Company made 
fair progress, then kr. Robert Stagg was appointed 
their superintendent, and Joshua Stagg also held 
office, and 3Ir Dodd, the manager at Neat' Read, 
had the letting of the bargains to the workmen. 
The mines at Flakebrigge, Rockett Gill, Parkin 
Groove and Wire Gill 41.e amongst their earliest 
attempts. 

The secret of the success of the Lead Company 
was perseverance, and thus they profited where 
others had failed, such as at the Manor Gill mine, 
which had been commenced by a family named 
Walton. After trying for a considerable time with 
only a .  limited return, they at last resigned their 
rights to the Company, having had enough of the 
speculation. A few days after they had concluded 
terms with the Company, they cut a vein of great 
value, Which if it had been their luck to alight upon 
it for themselves they would have secured for them-
selves a respectable competence. 

Lodge Syke Success. 

Some yearg afterwards the Company obtained a 
lease of the ground .  in which the Lodge Syke Mine 
was situated. This had been previously tried out 
by local speculators to their loss. 

The partnership in the bargain was let by Mr 
Dodd to six miners—Richard Lee, George Watson, 
John Bussey, Isaac Maine, Richard Raine, and 
John Halite. They were each to receive £8 per 
fother for all the lead raised during the period of 
two years from the date of letting the bargain, and 
in the meantime to have each thirty shillings per 
month advanced to their account. 

They worked for a year, but no result, and then 
Mr Dodd wished to put an end to the trial, as he did 
not feel justified in expending further the funds 
entrusted to him. The workmen, however, had not 
lost heart, and they still were confident that they 
should find lead, and they entreated that they might 
be allowed to continue. To their help came Mr 
Joshua Stagg, who said that he would take the risk 
himself, and promised the miners that he would 
supply the. provisions himself. 

The men laboured with redoubled energy till 
success ultimately 'crowned their efforts, and one 
of the richest mines in Teesdale was thus opened 
out. 

In six weeks the miners procured the astonishing 
quantity of 1,212 bings of ore, and in one year from 
this mine 16,000 bings were sent to the smelt mill. 

The Company, after receiving a liberal amount of 
interest for their money, investing the surplus, and 
thus enabled them to prosecute their after researches 
to a successful 

The Sharnberry Mine. 

The Sharuberry Mine, in the parish of Egglestone, 
was some time - afterwards added. to the fortunate 
workings of the Company, though for a lono. space 
of forty years it had been unproductive. 

long 
 new 

generation of miners had grown up to follow those 
who,had first broken ground at this spot before the 
vein was cut. At last, unexpectedly, the mineral 
treasure was revealed, and with grateful hearts a 
deputation carried a specimen of the ore to Mr 
Stagg, but the Company had spent no less than 
£30,000 before success was assured. 

The mining was more difficult than the lucky 
Yukon prospectors ever had to deal with. for many 
men took in a partnership and worked regularly for 
a fortnight, every day bringing• fresh eyidence of 
their approach to the vein, and first, when they 
thought that the vein was discovered, a hollo4/ 
sound followed the blow of the pick and the next 
moment they struck right into the "tad man." The 
mine had long before been explored from some point 
of which they had no knowledge, and their toil had 
been in vain. . - 

A few- years after the opening of the Lodge Syke 
Mine, Mr Robert Stagg and Mr Robert Dodd, both 
retired from active life, and Mr Robert Stagg, jun., 
was appointed. 

lie effected many improvements in the habits and 
lot of the miners. lie repressed the quarterly 
custom of advancing each man ten shillings. This 
sum was generally spent at the public house, where 
each partnership had -an open account, and stopped 
the abuse of letting bargains to Melt who got others 
to work for them at lower wages. These, and the 
stoppage of long credits, were replaced by a new 
system of subsist money to £.2 per month. About 
1820 lie founded a school, and in the good building 
of the Company's school further efforts were directed 
towards the benefit of the rising generation. 

ii. 1821, an experienced resident medical practi-
tioner was appointed to attend upon the workmen 
and their families, and relieved them of a burden 
which in some cases was almost insupportable. 

At the same lime the Company commenced erect-
ing cottages for their workmen, then known as 
New Tow u. or more properly, Masterman Place, 
so called as a mark of respect to the then Governor 
of the Company. 

Mr Stagg, during his thirty years, managed to 
raise the standard of living very much. 

In 1821, the Skears Mine was commenced about 
a mile from Middleton. This mine, was not so good 
as Lodge Syke, yet amply repaid the capital sunk in 
it  

1-11NTS AND RECIP 

tr  ale making a mayonna• 
I;nc ii ite t to curdle, a few drops 

„a lly put it right 

,., 1 . or fruit puddings with a 
,.„ cooked sooner if you cut 

II ' . 	from the bottom, before 

ground ammo 
prevent the  

;:taa: 

port ion

t clek 

stoned may be easily 
,, poured on them. and tl 

om:ild never be 

to 

the )3°esttint:all and glaze 

1:'''.1'1:311:uorshe:t:ialies.tthsh:esruti with a cloth dipped 

mita they are clean, then 

 from high hl.. 
as far as pos fsible

ods, 
t',,i' ' '''.1;r:ilst°e;:ict i  stl!,f raw green o 

. ak• and eat small portions on 
meats. with no gravy. 

junket does not se: when-
the milk ditrh.11 aadedeedthlelecazissho, 

ei. mat it will become thin 

It 

 ,ikoluured. glass bottles and 
au:: be cleaned with a mix 

and salt. The articles so t 
left to soak for a day or . 

in warm water. 

, your household linen has 
whiteness it may be great 

placing a l•Itle turpentine in 
it is boiled. 

the bristles of a nail br 
clogged with me and soa. 

reeved by steeping th'e brus', 
its salt and water. Add 

of salt to a quart of water 

MAKE SOAP JELLY. 
some yellow soap. actor 

' , la wanted, cover it with 
sl , wly to the boil. °dame' 

be li -ed up in this way. 	W 
dissolved, leave it to 

wii! iiave a jelly, a little 
oI lather. 

it AMPOO. 
tike of pore white soa 
:in a jar with a wet 

• , t a quarter of a pint 
, , ut on the lid. and s 
iter is formed. Let i • s 

:in occasional shake 
a dded as the soap 
A cake of soap dilate 
several months- 

;HEE!: V EGETABLER. 

vegetables - are of ten 
ond Brussels sprouts 

•'1 minutes. and no 
put into absolutely 
• them. the cab 

11 1.7 quarters. 	The wat . 
 , the vege t ables put 

..1 	boiled fast 	for 
should be perfectly 

• ( ■ rjOD BAKING. 

.f tartar and bicarhon 
, itese respects. that in 
takes  place whilst c 
, s acted upon imnie 

•,,gether are an excell 
for 'baking purpo 

". 
 

tartar exercises a re 
tiure it is used with 
with heat. Salt has 

fermentation. 

' i '''ii PI - DDI\GS or VAR' 
‘ ;.Is e t i,-rtiosofi.—IlSlaieepi(cmoh 

, . i_i_ti,tiliki,ga,a1.3„e;nref;roownv ea  rtiot I,iete:mo ot rtuaatbai 

 - ,1111201en coz....byuctrterwilt,,kat,sn  

flOii:liin40tgtI7e.st.imotiriolok:ahl'it7:1:It'e 

';‘.511 minutes to PO0  

ilayouring. Put it in 

•1 butter. o'finTdbhre'efila°%1C'rsol:-Tr 

,: ‘,117reurmyea.imi.sui).tptirutiraaka:lette,pit 
obout forty ininutes. 

1,,' e'''‘ until the dish is 
1 1,:',:.:,1, ,I I ala:i-tetrieo:wastleieredov.,ar  

'‘ ';"te oven. This putt 
,,,:::...,,Ilitaxcuareuniiaectnst:Eot ,Ar.opcugesgotiznasirsdG.  custard. t 

s,,,, 


	Page 1

