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Lead Mines.

The Romuns l'l'l'lilillll\ obtained lead ore from this
district and on the high ground on both sides of the
Tees some of the old smelting pits with heaps of slag
beside them could he discerned amidst the heather.

The abundance of wood was of great service to the
miner, and as the supply ran out the ore was carted
lower down, anywhere where wood was available.
Near Barnard Castle, at Penny 1l o large
accumulation of slug was noted 100 yvears ago. This
attracted the attention of workmen employed al
Mark Sherlock’s mines, and they, after assaying
part of the slag. obtained leave to iry their skill on
the heap, which was carted down to the Gaunless
smelt mill, about a mile distant, where, atter being
put through the usual series of operations, yielded
more than 300 ewts. of lead. Whilst this slag was
beiug removed, evidence was found that not mll_\'
lead ore had heen smelted on the spot, but sheet
lead had also been made: a small pit had been sunk
and covered with sand, into which the lead ore had
been run. on the rising ground west of what was
Amos's farm in Marwood.  There were many of
these antigue smelting pits and large quantities of
slagr.

Tn 1463 Fdward IV, granted all mines of gold
and silver and all mines of lead holding gold and
silver north ot the Trent to Richard, Earl of War-
wick (Lord of the Barnard Castle Manor). John,
Earl of Northumberland, aund others. for forty
years.

In 1475 the same King gave the mines of Alston
moor to Richard, Duke of Gloucester., Henry. Farl
of Northumberlund, and others.

In 1478 King Edward granted (on the surrender
of the former claim) all Ill.|r1l'.- ot ;_"nlll, .-”\'1'[',
copper and lead in Northumberland, Durbam and
Westmorland to William Goderswick and Dodders-
wick Varerswick (two immigrants from Fianders),
who, it appears, introduced new methods of work-

After a hundred years the Lead Company made
fuir progress, then Mr. Robert Stagy was appointed
their superintendent. and Joshua Stage also held
office, and Mr Dodd, the manaver at Nent Hewd,
had the letting of the bargains to the workmen.
The mines at Flakebrigge, Rockett Gill, Parkin
(roove amd Wire Gill wtire amonwst their earliest
attewmpts.

The secret of the suceess of the Leud Company
wus perseverance, und thus they profited where
others had failed, such as at the Manor Gill mine,
which had been commenced by o family named
Walton. After trying for a considerable time with
only o limited veturn, they at last resigned their
rights to the Company, having had enough ot the
speculation. A few days after they had concluded
terms with the Company, they eul a vein of greaf
value, which if it had been their luck to alight upon
it for themselves they would have secured for them-
selves a respectulile competence.

Lodge Syke Success.

Some veurs afterwards the Company obtained a
lease of the ground in which the Lodge Syke Mine
was situated, This had been previously tried out
by local speculators to their loss.

The partuership in the bargain
Dodd 1o six miners-

was let by My
Richard Lee, Georee Watson,
John Bussey. Isance Raine, Richard Raine, and
John Raine. They were each to receive £8 per
fother for all the lead raised during the period of
two yvears from the date of letting the hargain, and
in the meantime to have each thirty shillings per
month advaweed to their account.

They worked for a year, hut no result, and then
Mr Dodd wished to put an end to the trial, as he did
not feel justified in expending further the funds
entrusted to him. The workmen, however. had not
lost heart, and they still were confident that they
should find lead, and they entreated that they might
be allowed to continue. Mo their help came Mr
Joshua Stagg. who said that he would take the risk
himself, and promised the miners that he would
supply the provisions himself,

The men laboured with redoubled energy till
suceess ultimately “crowned their efforts, and one
of the richest mines in Teesdale was thus opened
out.

In six weeks the miners procured the astonishing

The Little Eggeleshape Mine, in the esiy,,
Duke of Clevelawd, was opened by a 1"I|||.
1848, and at first was very productive, rey,
1000 hings in one yvear.

Sharnberry Mine, in the Fggleston gy,
first did well, and then the hulk of the,

|u|\-.1>|| through an extension of the \\-II1\||.3,

(a0 local association), hetore the Compay
amd fine samples  of lead
Coldberry had its “ups™

Over, '.:Elli n‘|'....

ohtained. and il
||1;|ll-:!. but even after a century of working
looked the leading
Company’s hands.
5,000 hings.

The mines, lor ihe part,
spots amidst the hills, and Jagger gullow,
emploved in bringing the ore trom the wine
smelting mills.

The Skears Mine was ]IIl‘il-'illlll_\ situate
1758 a4 number of miners left the
Derbyshire to work the Langdon
which they had taken a lease.

Thirteen families came. but only a
The Barkers, Drabbles, Reédierns,

to e upon as (I
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at the mines it ) but it
some skill to check a plumber’s account.
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the houndary of the Eeclesiastical Connniag,
Coldberry Mine was bought by the Mes,

and an entire abandonment was at one time
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Stalevs., Rawhottoms, amd Wagstaffes remgiy,
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Mr Stage retived to Dishforth and died iy
;.m] wis Sil('i'(—'l—'rll':l (1111 41'1-; ](‘liI'l'lIIl']’H |I_\ his « ¥
W. Bainbridge, which post he Ly

his son. H. K. Bainbridge, and died in l-".ll.:
Mr Bainbridge resided at Middleton Hous
he gathered around him a staff of intelligey

thropic institution in Teesdale without his 4.

A fother was a weight of lead containing
pigs, and every pig twenty-one stones and y L
With the plumbers in London it was 191 cwis
'.I]\\ HEER |

The first building covered with lead tha |
aware of was the Leaden [all Murket, Loudo
manor house at Leaden Ilall, which gave the
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to the market. helonged in 1309 to Sir Hugh Nes
It was a large huilding used tor weighing wool |
and other wares, and partly for the paint

working for the decking of pageants. It
an interesting occupation 5 yvears ago watd
the men dressing the lead rolls
corners of a roof, for it was a material that
Lot he ﬁl']nl.\ tucked down U\\ill.;_:' to its expar
and contraction, and it was o skilled

quantity of 1,212 bings of ore, and in one vear from
this mine 16,000 hings were sent to the smelt mill.

The Company, after receiving a liberal amount of
interest for their money, investing the surplus, and
thus enabled them to prosecute their after researches
to a successtul 1ssue.

ing the mines, extracting the metal from the ore by
a surer process, awd thus obtaining for themselves
a good profit in addition to payving a heavy royalty
to the King

In the dayvs of Queen Elizabeth an association was
formed entitled the Society for the Mines Royal, on
whom was bestowed a grant of gold, silver and
copper within all the mining counties, with liberty
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The Sharnberry Mine.

oreny

to assign parts and portions,

September, 1371, Robert  Bowes amd  (Charles
Chaytor held an inguisition at Flakebrigge in the
Manor of Eeelestone, surveved and valued ithe
Flakelrigee mine, formerly the property of Charles,
Earl of Westmorlund, attainted of high treason.
“The premises were much wrought in the time of
the said Earl and that presently they are in greal
ruin and decay.”

The mine was leased 1o Ralph Bowes for 21 yvears
al the .""i"'l.\ rent of GOs. obert Bowes, "\Il[f_:'hl‘
and Geo. Bowes, Esqg.. had been lessees of a lead
mine within the New Forest, Teesdale, under King
Edward VI.. their lease heing dated Fel. 4, 1550,

Farly in the 16th century. owing to the increasing
scarcity of wood, lewd mining in Teesdale was to a

y extent abandoned

Wood was used as fuel throuehout the country,
and it was difficult 10 accustom the people to the
use of At one period an Act of Parliament
wis passed prohibiting the use of coal in London.

The London Lead Mining Compuany was estali-
lished in Teesdale nearly 270 yvears ago.  The con-
ditions were very serious, for the industrial progress
ol the people had heen stopped and there had been
two visitations of the Plague, Lxperiments were
made and it was found practicable to smelt lead ore
with coal tuel.  Au association was formed as the
Lead Mining C'o. for smelting down lead ore with
pit coal and seu coal.

With the resuscitation of mining came iprove-
ments in agriculture and improvements in the lot ol
the people, the neighbouring owners, stimulated by
the experiments of the Lead Company, proceeded 1o
develop their estates and explore the further field.

The work was difficult 1o get going and to teach
the miners new methods.  One great drawback was
the rudimentury style of washing the orve as pro-
cured from the mines,

The Teesdale ores procured
by the Company in the carlier efforts was carried to
the Whitfield and Acton smelt wills in North-
umberland, u distanee of nearly 30 miles across the
trackless wastes.

Nearly 170 vears ugo, Menry, first Farl of Darling-
ton. erecied the first smelting furnace in Teesdale
a! Lanedon Beck.,

The Lead represented Ly Mr Robt.
Stagw, first practised the art of refining by means of
what wis termed the Devonshire furnace, at the
smelt  mill huilt at BEegleston, some of the
earliest workmen being nafives of France. Thence
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The Sharnberry Mine, in the parish of Egelestone,
was some  time afterwards added to the fortunate
workings ot the Compauy, though for a long space
of forty vears it had been unproductive. A new
generation of miners had grown up to follow those
who had first hroken ground at this spot hetore the
vein was cut. At lust, unexpectedly, the mineral
treasure was revealed, and with grateful hearts a
deputation carrvied a specimen of the ore to Mr
Stage, but  the Company had spent no less than
£30,000 hetore success was assured.

The mining was more difficult than the lucky
Yukon prospectors ever had to deal with. for many
men took in a partnership and worked regularly for
a fortnight, every duy bringing fresh evidence of
their approach to the veiu, and first, when they
thought that the vein was discovered, a holloy/
sound followed the blow of the pick and the nexi
moment they struck right into the *old man.”" The
mine had long before been exploved from some point
of which they had no knowledge, and their toil had
heen in vain.

A few vears after the opening of the Lodge Syke
Mine, Mr Robert Stage and Mr Robert Dodd, boih
retired from active life, and Mr Rober Slage, jun.,
was appointed,

e effected many improvements in the habifs and
lot of the miners. e repressed the quarterly
custom of advancing each man teu shillines. This
sum was generally spent at the public house, where
each parfuership had an open account, and stopped
the abuse ot In-lfiu_u' bargains to men who vot others
to work for them at lower wages. These. and the
stoppage of long eredits, were replaced by a new
svstem of subsist money to £2 per mouth.  Aboui
1820 he founded a school, and in the good huilding
of the Company’s school further offorts were direcied
towards the henefit of the rising veneraiion.

I 1821, an experienced resident medical praeti-
tioner was appointed te attend upon the workmen
and their fomilies, and relieved them of a burden
which 1 some cases was almosi insupportable.

At the sume (ime the Company commenced ervect-
ing cottages for their workmen, then known as
New Towu. or more properly, Masterman Place,
so called as o mark of respect to the then Governor
of the Company.

Mr Stazre, lh[l'i!l,‘_" lis thir-l_\ vears, managed to
raise the standard of living very much. I

In 1821, the Skears niine was commenced about
a mile from Middleton. This mine was not so good

making a lead Hlat roof.

Lead Mining Slavery.

The Black Death freed the agricultur:
from serfdom, and it the Diss
Monusteries and three recurrences ot il
that freed the miners |rul‘l|_\ From hondae:
had  their miner Durham,
Mount Grace.

Neither Bishop Ruthall nor Wolsey wer
fight infringements of liberties by the Tu
statesmen, the l.ll\ i tory
poliey of centralisation as against a loc
]Illlit'_\. and I}Il'_\ |I|i|'\'l'll for ili;:‘lll'l L
tendal rights. The palatinate has relics of |
The most alive and least able to defend
betrayved in the house of friemds, an
plague very few men were left to work th

The state of serfdom persisted in all the
of I‘:ll]'ﬂIll" until :Iniw recent times.

The salters and colliers in Scotland cor
be so treated as slaves until i‘lll:lﬂl'ip:lh‘ll
of Parlinment of 1775, the terms of wh
proved so inadequate that a Supplementat
found necessury in 1799,

The Quakers were prominent in the
abolition of slavery, amd theyv did
in Teesdale, where they hecame interes!
conditions of the people, with the resul
London Lead Company was instituted
comditions enticed men into the indusin
the life was hard.

The mine shops were mere sheds, and
Hoor contained hunks lined with straw fo
where miners spent five davs a w
eight hour shifts. A king was chosen tor«
of 30 or 40 men, and they held a regular ¢
enforced order and discipline.

After leaving schools established by the |
children were sent 1o ““wash™ at the min
a while they hecame pick men—as high
could aspire.

The miners worked at most five dayvs a w*
1
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the

to eke out a living worked at quarries 1
time. Some kv]i! a cow or two, a few sheel
warden for the ]:J'm!m-n to add to their eat!
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T'he dalesmen were religiously inclined.
ereat hulk were Dissenters. the Primitive "
and  the Weslevans being by far i
bodies in the dale.
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the sutie svstem of refining was extended 1o Whit- | as Lodge Syke, vet amply repaid the capitul sunk in
(To be continued.) “Pbles. two equs,

field Mill. if.
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