
Officials 	Committees' 	Final 
Estimates. 	Estimates. 	Decision. 

£ 	 £ 	 £ 
190 	80 	80 
20 	5 	5 

150 	125 	125 
80 	40 	25 

' 250 	200 	200 
45 	20 	20 

600  
1050 	1000 	700 

350 	300 	250 
340 	330 	300 
480 	480 	450 

40 	30 	30 
75 	75 	75 

5 	5 	5 
380 	250 	250 

40 	40 	4o 
90 	90 	75 
35 	32 	20 
95 	80 	80 

155 	140 	140 
45 	45 	... 	.45 

330 	330 	... 	27e 
, 35 	35 	... 	35 
1030 	1030 	••• 	10'et 

80 	 70 	... 
55 	50 	... 	50 

450 	400 	... 	325 
20 	20 	... 	20 
20 	20 20.  
79 	 60 	

.., 

... 	6a 
17 	••• 	175 	... 	175 
1 ••• 	911 	... 	90 

• 2 ••• 	200 	... 	20e 
1260 	••• 1260 	••• 	12611 
1324 	•.• 1324 	.•• 	13e4 
220 	... 	.._. ... 	— 
65 	... 	— 	— 

14964 	... 14964 	14964 
36 	... 	36 	36 

Hospital 
Notifications 	. 
Maternity and Child Welfare 
Sewerage 	... 
Sewage Disposal Works 
Housing Act, 1923 ... 
Refuse Destructor 
District Roads (Maintenance) 
Scavenging Roads ... 
Scavenging Houses 
Public Lighting 	... 
Horse Account 
Private Work 
Startforth R.D.C. (Water) 
Water Works and Water Supply 
Fire Brigade 
Parks, etc. 
Public Buildings 	... 

'Public Conveniences 
DepOt 
Allotments 
Dunelm Square Housing 
Elections 
Salaries 
Markets 
Parking Places 
Establishment 
Legal Expenses, Costs, etc. 
Fire and W.C.A. Insurance 
National Insurance 
Superannuation 
Cost of Collection 
De-urbanisation 
Loans (Principal) 
Loans (Interest) 	... 
Proposed Sewage Loan (27,000) 
Proposed. Water Loan (£2,000) 
Durham County Council 
South Western Assessment Committee 

ISfflaSeeSte 
• • THE NE T E.PERFEC  

Fees. Licences. Sundries 	... ... ... 	14 
Maternity and Child Welfare—Sundries 2 
Rates in lieu 	... ... ... 	 50 
Refuse Destructor Site 	 8 
Private Work ... ... ... 	 .,•• 	75 
Sewage Farm Produce 	 8 
Water Sales 	... ... ... 	 140 
Conveniences ... ... — 	 50 
Allotments 	... 	 46 
Markets 	• ... ... --- -- 	 300 
Parking 	... ... ... ... ... 	 80 
Bank Interest and Consols 	 50 
Housing Act, 1923—Grant ... 	 273 
Flatts Lane Apportionments 	 10 
Water Rate • 	... ... ... ... 	 535 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

Against this amount of £22,814 were the 
I following estimated receipts : 

Ministry of Health—Exchequer Grants 
(a) General ... 6335 
(b) Maternity and Child Welfare 	25 

Ministry of Labour—Unemployment 
Grants 

(a) Water Mains Scheme ... 	64 
(b) Sewage Works Scheme 	 444 

Ministry of Transport—Grant to 
Surveyor's Salary 	 27 

Durham County Council—Grants 
(a) Medical Officer's and Sanitary 

Inspector's Salaries 	... 	... 108 
(b) Maternity and Child Welfare ... 300 

Startforth Rural District Council 
(a) Maintenance—Water Supply ... 
(b) Proportion of loan charges on 

Water Mains Scheme ... 
Housing Rents 

10 

39 
582 
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increase, amounting to is. 53., is. ld re] 
 to matters over which the Council L. 

control, because 6d, was the result 
extra call by the County Council a r 

 was occasioned by reduced Exe 
grants. The other 41. was necessite 
the setting aside of £200 for the 
fighting the -County Council on It 
urbanization Scheme, and £300 was re 
for the carrying out of the improve]: 
Newgate Corner. The land, purchase, ; 

 per square yard from the Vicar and r 
wardens, would cost £100. The cone. 
this purchase price was entered into , 
Council many years ago. 

We give below the cost of the ,. 
items tinder the Council's control, e 
the officials' estimates and the con -al 
estimates, and the figures finally o r; 

 by the Council : 

10 

THE COUNCIL CHAIRMAN. 
MEMBERS AND OFFICIALS ENTERTAINED 

To mark the completion of his year of 
office Mr F. J. Nevison, Chairman of the 
Barnard Castle Urban Council, entertained 
on Tuesday evening at the King's Head 
Hotel the members and officials to -dinner, 
presiding over a gathering of twenty. 

Au excellent repast was placed before the 
guests by Mr F. Dawson, host of the King's 
Head. The menu cards and toast lists were 
unique, having all been done by hand by 
Mr Nevison's daughter. Miss Elsie Nevison, 
who had embellished the front of each with 
a caricature of the owner in a characteristic 

•pose. The cleverness of Miss Nevison, who 
is still a pupil at Bishop Auckland Girls' 
County School„was much admired. 

The toast list, of course, epened with "The 
King." which was loyally honoured. 

Mr C. 	Singer proposed " Town and 
Trade of Barnard Castle," observing at the 
outset of his remarks that the two were 
inseparable, for Barnard Castle was depend-
ant on its trade as much as any other town. 
Its trade was its life blood•the wherewithal 
Of its existence. He dare not venture on the 
role of historian in the presence of Mr 
Ingrain Dawson, who had forgotten more 
than it was his privilege to know about the 
history of Barnard Castle, but in view of 
what had taken place in the Shire Hall at 
Durham that day it was as well to recall 
that Barnard Castle had had a corporate 
body ever since the 13th century. He had 
it on the authority of Mr Dawson that Bar-
nard Castle was at one time more or less a 
royal borough in the possession of the 
Crown. and that was a tradition of which 
they might be justly 'proud and which would 
serve them in good stead when they entered 
the battle for the retention of their 
autonomy as an urban district. But they 
could not live on the past. They had the 
future to consider. He was afraie they did 
not all realise what Barnard Castle was and 
what she stood for. He had recently had 
staying with him the cleansing superin-
tendent of one of the large towns, and he 
said that he had never seen a cleaner town 
Statt pentard Castle, nor one more orderly. 
"Sanitarily, lie believed, the town stood as 
high as ever it •Siel. Recent statistics proved 
that. Never was the death rate lower, and 
the infant mortality rate was practically 
nil ; and thanks to the hearty co-operation 
of owners insanitary property had been 
greatly improved. He did not remember 
many cases in which it had been necessary 
to seek the aid of the law in enforcing the 
carrying out of sanitary notices. Water 
carriage was practically universal. The 
Council had spent a lot of money in its 
endeavour to have a healthy town. The 
sewage disposal works had been remodelled 
and were now turning out a perfect effluent. 
They had a water supply second to none in 
the area it served, and if there w-as occasion-
ally difficulty in that respect let it be said 
that the Council were not unconscious of 
defects and sooner or later they were going 
to make these things of the past. The 
scavenging systetn could not be beaten. It 
was almost perfect. and there were but few 
people who could find fault with it in that 
respect. They boasted of the Bowes Museum, 
and lie had been delighted ter see the repre-
sentative trustees re-elected, for they could 

• not have better men to represent them. He 
was pleased to see that their friend Mr 
Ingrain Dawson had beeti again elected vice-
chairman of the trust. Perhaps, with the 
help of Exchequer grants on account of 
their urban status they had been able to 
keep the town low-rated. The town might 
have its drawbacks, and although he did 
not say it had all it needed he did say there 
was hardly a town in the country so blessed 
and there was not much now needed to 
bring it up to a proper state of efficiency. 
With regard to trade, it bad been said that 
since the motor omnibuses operated there 
had Ke en a tendency for it to go out of the 
town. hut front inquiries he had made he 
thought people were not likely to he better 
served out of the town than in it. 	The 
Auction Mart brought people into the town 
for whom the town should cater. Better 
provision for market people was needed 
than that at present existing in the Market 
Cross. They had no heavy industries, but 
there were firms whose reputation w -as 
world-wide, and whose produces went to the 
remotest. places beyond the seas. Thirty 
years ago he was sending from Lancashire 
official orders to Messrs \V. Smith and Sons 
at Barnard Castle for sanitary carts, and 
some of the same firm's carts were to-day to 
be seen in the streets of Manchester. Lastly, 
they had a Publicity Society which was 
doing its best to make known the attractive-
ness of the town, and under its auspices a 
new edition of the Guide Book. numbering 
5,000 copies, would soon be in circulation. 
(Applause.) 

Mr \V. F. Smith, whose name was coupled 
with the toast, replied. He . humorously 
observed that apparently the ratepayers 
were satisfied with their representatives on 
the Council. since elections passed uncon-
tested. The town could be made by every 
person living in it. Let them buy goods in 
it, burn more rubbish, and keep the town 
clean. Such measures did much to popular-
ise a. town. He congratulated the Publicity 
SoNety on its enterprise, saying that few 
people knew the amount of spade work the 
members of the executive committee of that 
organisation had done. It was true that 
there were empty factories in the town, but 
they had enterprising tradesmen and that 
was something to be thankful for. 

Mr G. A. Carter proposed the health of 
the officials, saying that no local authority 
could have a more efficient band of them 
than the Barnard Castle Council. They 
gave advice freely, and he believed they 
had the welfare of the town at heart. They 
were very glad to have Mr Ingram Dawson, 
their Clerk, among them again. He had 
been their clerk for 44 years and his name 
was a household word all over the county 
and beyond. In complimentary terms Mr 

Carter referred in turn to Dr. Welford, 
Medical Officer ; Mr White, the Surveyor ; 
Mr Hunter, the collector; Mr Henderson, the 
accountant ; Mr Lonsdale, the treasurer ; 
and Mr Y. J. Pine, the county area surveyor; 

Dr. Welford first replied, saying it was a 
source of gratification. to any official . to 
know that his record was appreciated. The 
town at. the present time was remarkably 
free from infectious 'disease. Of course, he 
added, officials were there to be shot at, and 
the criticisms of the Council were frequently 
severe, which might be expected when there 
were sometimes three or four changes every 
year or so. When men were elevated to 
councillorship, they sometimes forgot they 
we.a human and allowed the personal 
element to creep in. With Mr Dawson 
present he felt he was only playing second 
diddle to the doyen of officials, and there-
fore with the Chairman's approval he would 
ask Mr Dawson to proceed with the reply 
to the toast. 

Mr Ingram Dawson, who was well 
received, said he was very glad to be 
present, although he confessed he was 
there against the expressed orders of his 
medical adviser, but he was not going to 
miss a chance which might be the , last 
before the Urban Council was relegated to 
the limbo of forgotten things. (" No, no.") 
He congratulated the councillors upon the 
position they occupied, a position that had 
raised the town from being one of the worst 
in the North of England to one of the best. 
He considered that a councillor was co-
equal to a minister of religion, for he had 
long , thought that the church had lest 
sight of •  one of its chief duties. In 1850, 
when the town was in its lowest and most 
degraded condition. there was a body 
instituted called the Board of Health, which 
set out to accomplish what the churches had 
failed to do. They recognised that it was 
useless talking about heavenly mansions 
whilst men were living in pig-sties. The 
leath-rate then was three times what it 
was to-day ; it was a five to one chance 
against any child living to be five years of 
age, and nearly every family was in 
mourning once a year. The Board set itself 
the task of improving things, and had 
accomplished it, for the. infantile mortality 
of 300 per 1,000 had been reduced to nil, 
and the periodic epidethics of typhus and 
typhoid had disappeared. No doctor to-day 
knew what typhus was. (Dr. Welford : 
Mebbe !—Laughter.) TuberculOsis used to 
be prevalent. •Now, thanks to the Council 
that had been reduced from double what it 
ought to have been to a figure below normal. 
The Council had actually turned a town 
that was a sink of nastiness into a little 
heaven. The officials could not please 
everybody, but he was proud of belonging 
to a Council that had done so much to 
benefit the public health. He congratulated 
the Chairman upon having such a talented 
daughter, as evidenced by the charming 
menu cards. He hoped it would not be long 
before they had Jetty members of the 
Council. 

Mr \V. B. Smith submitted "- The Frets," 
in words that' we should blush to print. 

Mr T. E. Bell proposed " The Chairman." 
He said they had been closely associated all 
their lives in holiday camps. and the like, 
and they had ended by being on the Coun-
cil together. Mr Nevison had been a' most 
efficient. Chairman and had carried out his 
duties in a most excellent manner. He had 
also been president of the North-Eastern 
Cyclists' Meet, and they could truly saythat 
never had a president made the Meet more 
successful. 

The company accorded the toast musical 
honours. 

The Chairman, acknowledging the toast, 
said he was very pleased to see his friends 
present at that informal gathering of mem-
bers and officials of the Council, and he 
gave them his sincere thanks for the loyal 
support they had given him during his year 
of •ffice. The happiest year of his mem-
bership had been that in which he was 
chairman. - He felt he had the members' 
confidence, and lie .assured them that they 
had his. He had not on any single occasion 
had cause to feel that there was any under-
current of that mistrust which was so harm-
ful to the wellbeing of any council. He felt 
he had been appointed to the chair of a 
public body which also consisted of friends, 
and his experience during the past year 
had shown his feeling to be correct. He 
hoped the feeling of loyalty and trust would 
always prevail, and if that could be assured 
nothing but good to the town Could result. 
He -desired to thank Mr Dawson for his 
assistance. He and Mr Dawson did not 
always agree, but his friendship with Mr 
Dawson was not lessened in consequence. 
Mr Dawson had been aptly called the 
" Father of the Council," and he realised 
that whatever Mr Dawson's views were he 
had the interest of the town at heart. The 
same remark might equally be applied to 
the other officials of the Council. Before he 
finished he would -  like to offer a word of 
welcome to his old school friend and pal, 
Mr Jim Brown, who had recently been 
elected to the Council. (Applause.) • 

Mr J. H. Brown, replying, confessed that 
he had not been keen to be a councillor at 
first—in fact he had been nominated and 
withdrawn three timesbut he was pleased 
to lie on the Council, and it was his greatest 
wish to do as all the councillors had done. 
They "did not want to make Barnard Castle 
a modern Blackpool. Let them keep the 
town up-to-date and provide free parking 
places for motors, and not " touch " too 
many farmers for sixpences on market-day. 
(Hear, hear.) 

The company dispersed after the sing-
song, the National Anthem, and " Auld 
Lang Syne." 

Songs were contributed by Messrs J. H. 
Brown, F. Nevison, J. C. Heslop, and W. B. 
Smith, Mr H. \V. Bennett being eccom-
panist. 

Letters of regret for absence were read 
from the Rev. H. Bircham and Mr E. R. 
Hanby .Holmes, the latter having had to go 
to Derby for the funeral of his uncle,. Dr. 
A. H. Sevier.  

£9,575 

DE-URBANIZATION PLAN. 
BARNARD CASTLE URBAN COUNCIL'S 

DECISION TO OPPOSE. 

A special meeting of the Urban Council of 
Barnard Castle was held on Friday after-
noon to consider the position with regard to 
the County Council scheme for the amal-
gamation of rural districts which would 
include the de-urbanization of the town. Mr 
F. Nevison, Chairman ‘  presided, and there 
were also present Messrs \V. Ascough (vict-
chairman), C. T. Singer, W. F. Smith, J. C. 
Heslop, and T. K. Bell, with the Clerk (Mr 
J. Ingram Dawson), the Accountant (Mr A. 
E. Henderson),• the Surveyor (Mr F. L. 
NVhite), and the Medical Officer (Dr. C. IL 
Welford, J.P.). ' 

The Chairman said the meeting had been 
called for the purpose of letting the Council 
have an outline of the talk that representa- 
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 The Council then went its''  

£24,949 	£23,431 	£22,814 
The amount required to cover out 

ing liabilities was reduced from £300 10 
and the sum required for a balance to 
forward was also reduced from at' 0 
There was a balance at the bank of 
These estimated receipts reduced the am 
to be raised to £13,299 for the year, ot:i 
for each half-year. To raise this Ec 
rate of 6s. 5d. in the £ was required. 

It will be seen that no action was!: 
. with regard to the proposed loaK 
sewerage, nor for the suggested Pc. 
£2,000 for water. 

The adoption of the estimates as 
was proposed by Mr Singer anlese- 

 by Mr Holmes. 
Mr Carter moved that the rate shou: 

'exceed 65. ld., suggesting that (Is. 
too much., although he was apparentll 
quite clear as to where the estimates , 

 lie further cut. 
Mr Singer : Until Mr Carter shot 

where the particular reductions are 
made, the amendment is out of ota 
means a further cut of £350. 

Mr Carter : Very well ; take t200 
f;
frg:. 

 amount of outstanding liabilities. 31,'  
Newgate Corner, and Vol 
urbanisation amount. 

Mr Bell seconded. 
The amendment was lost. bnlY 

poser, seconder, and Mr Be;' . - .a 
it. 

The estimates were then 

• 	 - seees...00  

BARNARD CASTLE RATES. 
'UNAVOIDABLE INCREASES. 

Barnard Castle Urban Council met on 
Thursday evening for the purpose of fixing 
the rate for the coming year, and after a 
lengthy deliberation came to the conclusion 
that it could.not carry on with a rate at less 
than 6s. 5d. for the first half-year with 3d. 
extra for water. This, compared with the 
corresponding half • of last year, shows an 
increase of ls. 5d. in the I. 

Mr. F. Nevison, Chairman, who presided, 
said, when the Council emerged from the 
committee stage to open -meeting,' that 
lie regretted to have some bad news for the 
ratepayers. The rate for the half-year had 
been increased from 5s. to 6s. 5d. Of the 
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