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Wednesday, February 11th, 1931. 

LISTENING TO MUSIC WITH 
ONE EAR. 

BY ARTHUR MASON. 

s i t . Hugh Allen, Director of the Royal 
college of Music, speaking recently at the 
plata' dinner of the Federation of British 
ousic Industries, referred to the fact of 
aut4ic being now so easily available to 
everYone, and in such abundance, as of 
doubtful advantage to the art as musicians 
regal d it. One result of this immense pro-

rision of easily heard music is, he said, that 
fanny people are listening to it not as some-
thing that deserves their close attention and 
undisturbed thought, but as a pleasure of 
ale  moment that can be shared with other 
pleasures of the same moment and, there-
fore, is anything but the undivided interest 
II ought to be when they are listening to it. 
tow he drew upon an amusing experience of 
his own for illustration of his remark. He 
was crossing the Rocky Mountain by the 
Canadian railway route, and the train being 
equipped both with wireless and with an 
observation car, he found the passengers 
oath him in that car engaged at one and the 
sane time in viewing the magnificent 
scenery through which they were passing, in 
reading, in various other occupations, and 
_in listening to the wireless music.. AI d 
Sir Hugh Allen doubted if attention so 
divided among these several interests could 

do justice to any one of them. Certatnly it 
could not do justice either to music in their 
ears, or to the splendour of the scenery 
before their eyes, and as a musician it was 
this cavalier treatment of the music which 
was especially his concern. 

A Doubtful Practice. 

His remarks of course referred to music 
that deserves to be listened to. And all 
musicians will agree with him that there is 
disadvantage, not only to such music but 
also to listeners to it, when they are thus 
listening to it so to speak with one ear only, 
so that the other may be free, or at least 
that other of their faculties may be free to 
disperse themselves about other interests. 
And not only musicians, but that great 
section of the musical public for whom 
music is their chief pleasure, will be aware 
that this practice is of little value as an aid 
to listening to music, to understanding it, to 
discovery of its beauties, to enjoyment of its 
delights. And if it is a practice which results 
in the music listened to being only half-
enjoyed, and half-understood, obviously it 
leads to a mistaken idea of that music's in-
tention, its message, its claim to be beauti-
ful, and to that extent it is a practice to be 
regretted. 

It is a practice, however, that was certain 
-so 'soon as wireless music became the 
everyday accompaniment of family life—to 
be followed by that other host of music-
lovers, the unnumbered public who are fond 
of music but take their music lightly. With 
their wireless receivers filling their living-
toonis with music of all sorts and conditions, 
and themselves glad to hear it but seeing no 
reason to do nothing but listen to it, what 
else could be expected than such a listening 
to it as would not interfere with the reading, 
with the card games, with the conversation, 
or these millions of family-groups who have 
Its music so marvellously thrust upon 
thew There can be no doubt of -the great 
number of listeners to wireless music who 
thus take their musical pleasure,—as an 
accessory pleasure which is one of several 
home-pleasures that may be simultaneously 
enjoyed. And there can be as little doubt 
that they •do take pleasure in this manner of 
listening to music. Nevertheless; they should L 
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The casual and only partly attentive 
listener to music gets his own pleasure 
from it. Of course he does. But it is the 
listener who actually and in fact listens to 
what he is hearing who begins to under-
stand what music really is. 

CINEMA STAR'S FIRST NOVEL. 

A young Goole film actress, who, starting 
in the "crowd" in 1925 at the age of 16, has 
since appeared in over fifty British pictures 
until she is now playing leading roles, has 
now also won success in the realms of 
literature. She is Miss Dorothy Bartlam, 
and her first novel, "Contrary-wise," a story 
of a gipsy life set in Devonshire, is pub-
lished by Messrs Hurst and Blackett. 

It will be remembered that in 1928 Miss 
Bartlam was a prizewinning representative 
of Yorkshire in the Daily Mail Beauty Corn-
petition, and was awarded the £500 engage-
ment offered by Mr Edgar Wallace and the 
British Lion Film Corporation, subsequently 
playing the leading woman's part in Mr 
Wallace's "The Flying Squad." 

During the last six years Miss Bartlam 
has worked her way up by talent and 
determination to stardom in British films. 
Her successes in the days of silent pictures 
included " The Fake," and " A Little Bit 
of Fluff " (in which she played opposite 
Sydney Chaplin, the more famous Charlie's 
brother), and she was one of the earliest 
British actresses to appear in "talkies," her 
first dialogue picture being "False Colours." 
She is at present at work on a film entitled 
"We Dine at Seven," now being made by 
Mr George Smith. 

"It is a great thrill to have my first novel 
published," said Miss Bartlam. "I have not 
been so excited since I won Mr Wallace's 
£500 engagement. ` Contrary-wise ' was 
accepted straight away by Messrs Hurst and 
Blackett. I am told this is very unusual 
with a first novel. I have always been an 
out of doors ' girl, and my book is largely 

an ` out of doors ' book. The roving life 
Of the gipsies especially has appealed very 
strongly to me. In my book I have tried to 
show some of its romance and colour." 

In " Contrary-wise" Miss Bartlam displays 
a striking understanding of the nomad 
Romany races. For the later part of her 
book she has drawn on her experiences in 
London and Paris. 

Despite her film work she already has 
another book completed, for which later 
publication is promised 

Miss Bartlam is a first class swimmer, 
rides, shoots, plays golf and tennis, and is 
an expert motorist. Whenever she is at 
Torquay, where her parents now live, she 
makes it an invariable practice to swim a 
mile every morning. On more than one 
occasion—the first time when she was only 
14—she has swum across Tor Bay, a distance 
of about three miles. She is extremely good-
looking, with a beauty that is more than 
mere prettiness, and has an eager vivacious 
manner. She has merry eyes and gold-
brown hair, 
- Mr George Smith, the producer of her 
present film, holds the opinion that Miss 
Bartlam possesses unique talent, and is 
rapidly arising to the highest ranks of 
stardom. 

FEWER SUNDAY SCHOLARS. 

DECREASE IN DURHAM DIOCESE. 

According to the report of the Rev. F. S. 
Popham, Director of Religious Education in 
the Diocese of Durham, at the end of 1929 
there were in the Sunday schools 73,646 
pupils, 7,996 mate Bible Class members, 8,704 
female Bible Class members, and 6,091 
Sunday school teachers. Compared with 
1928, these figures showed a decrease of 
1,433 pupils and 195 teachers, but an increase 
of 130 male Bible Class members and 429 
female Bible Class members. 

One of the contributory causes of the 
decline in children attending Sunday schools 
was the obvious one that there were fewer 
children in the elementary schools. Mr 
Popham recommends that house-to-house 
visits should be undertaken in an endeavour 
to reach the children who do not attend any 
Sunday school; that a baptism or cradle roll 
should be established in every parish; that a 
Sunday school festival service should be 
held annually, and that the instruction in 
the Sunday schools should be graded. 

The fact which surprised him most of all 
was the large number of schools which had 
been leased to the authorities without, in 
several cases, he imagined, adequate con-
sideration of the needs of the Sunday school. 

FORD DEALERS' TRIP TO AMERICA. 

A number of Ford dealers who were 
successful in the 1930 Ford Sales Competi-
tion embarked for America in the s.s. 
"Bremen" on January 31st. The party 
includes two dealers from the territory of 
each of the European Associated Companies, 
the dealers representing this country being 
Mr Frank G. Gates, of Woodford, and Mr T. 
Wishart, Crook. All expenses are being 
borne by the Ford organisation, and special 
representatives will be in attendance 
throughout the entire trip which occupies 
about one month and includes inspection 
visits to the Ford Plant at Detroit, Edge-
water and Buffalo, where the dealers will 
be the guests of the Ford Motor Company. 
In addition various places of interest such 
as Niagra Falls, Washington, Toronto, 
Ottowa and Montreal, will be visited, the 
party re-embarking at Saint John, for Liver-
pool, on Friday, February 20th. 

An Englishman fell victim to the cross-
word puzzle craze. He neglected his 
business and his family for the lure of the 
squares. One evening he came to discover 
the following note from his wife: 

"Dear James, 
"Since your life is centred in the solution 

of cross word puzzles, here is one I have pre-
pared for you: 

1. A pronoun of one letter. 
2. To possess, with four letters. 
3. Verb, with four letters. 
4. Place where people live. 
5. Preposition. 
6. Female relative. 
7. Girl's name. 
Eagerly he concentrated all his wits on 

the deciphering of this intriguing puzzle. 
At last he solved it as follows: "I have gone 
home to mother, Mary." 

Teacher (after exPlaining meaning of civil 
war): "Now, children, can you tell me what 
it is called when Englishnien on one side 
fight Englishmen on the other?" 

Jimmy Jones: "A general election, miss." 

WOMAN'S REALM. 
MARINO CAKES AT HOME. 

If one has the time, it pays to make the 
majority of one's cakes at home. It is 
more economical for cafe thing, especially 
if there is a large household to cater for, 
and the cakes can be as plain or as rich, 
and as varied in flavourings as one wishes. 
In the average household two cake-making 
operations a week will provide a good supply 
of cakes. Do not stick to the same old 
recipes, however much your family like 
them, but try new on occasionally. Make 
small buns and large cakes that will keep 
well in an airtight tin. In the winter fruit 
cakes are always popular, and here again 
you can have plenty of variety. Aus-
tralian sultanas and raisins give delicious 
flavour to cakes, buns, and bread. Cherries 
are always loved by children, and dates and 
figs are nice in cakes and small loaves. 
Currants, of course, are always popular. 
Ginger cakes, gingerbread, and parkin are 
appreciated in cold weather, so are scones 
eaten hot at tea-time, and potato cakes well-
buttered and served very hot. Honey, 
black treacle, and golden syrup can all be 
added to cakes with excellent results, and 
they are particularly good in winter. Use 
fresh eggs whenever possible, but if eggs 
are scarce, a little bi-carbonate of soda 
dissolved in milk can be used with good 
effect in its place in plain cakes, especially 
if syrup or treacle is added to the cake. A 
point to remember is that all cake-tins 
Must be well greased, and that rich cakes 
will not burn so readily if the cake-tins are 
lined with two or three thicknesses of 
greased paper. 

THE ART OF POWDERING. 
The use of face powder is so general that 

not even the most prim among us now 
thinks it harmful. The powder, however, 
should not be put on so that it look obvious. 
A face that seems as if it had been dipped 
in the flour bin looks repulsive. A discreet 
use of powder, however, improves the con-
plexion. To get the best results be sure 
your skin is scrupulously clean, also your 
powder-puff and your powder of the best 
quality. Do not put it directly on to the 
skin without first coating the face with 
vanishing cream, or if you have a dry skin, 
a little cold cream. Allow the cream to 
soak in for a minute or two before applying 
the powder. Should cold cream be used, 
wipe the face lightly over with a piece of 
cotton-wool, and, dipping the puff into the 
powder-bowl. dab the powder on the skin 
with light taps. If the face appears to be 
too thickly powdered, a little can be lightly 
dusted off with a scrap of cotton-wool. 
Powder applied in this way will give a 
smooth appearance, and even a blotchy com-
plexion is much improved by it, while it is 
excellent for hiding a red nose, or a too 
florid colour in the cheeks. Do not rub 
powder into the skin. To do this is to 
encourage open pores and blackheads, and 
powder rubbed in will never give your skin 
a smooth look. Choose your powder for 
evening use under artificial light. If you 
have dark hair and eyes, but a white skin, 
choose a very pale cream powder. If you 
are dark with an olive complexion, choose 
a pale shade of Racrel. The fair girl can use 
a pale flesh tint. 

A DELICIOUS Swam 
Open a tin of Australian apricots, drain 

away the juice to be used later. Butter a 
tin, lightly sugar it, and on this place the 
halved apricots. Beat well the yolks of two 
eggs and add 2ioz. castor sugar. Add half 
a tablespoonful of cornflour, a little grated 
lemon rind, and sufficient very fine sponge 
cake or macaroon crumbs to make the mix-
ture rather stiff. Beat the whites of eggs 
very stiffly and lightly stir into the other 
ingredients. Fill the half apricots with 
the mixture, place on each a blanched 
almond. Put in a moderate oven and bake 
until they are slightly coloured. This dish 
is best served cold with the juice poured 
round them. 

To CHECK A COLD. 
Many a cold might have been checked in 

its early stages it it had been promptly 
treated. If you feel the first symptoms of 
a cold—stuffiness in the head and nose, per-
haps excessive tiredness, shivering fits or a 
sore throat, take immediate steps to cure 
it. Rest as much as you can, drink plenty 
of cold water, eat lightly of nourishing 
food, and avoid constipation. A. hot bath 
at bedtime, extra blankets, and a hot drink 
will help to drive the cold out of the system. 
There is nothing better than hot lemonade, 
made from fresh lemons, honey or brown 
sugar and boiling water. Isolation rules 
must be kept during the period of infection. 
Handkerchiefs should be boiled before 
washing. Gargling the throat and d.ouch-
ing the nose with hot salted water will often 
prevent the spread of infection and cure a 
cold in its early stages. Neglected colds 
may lead to rheumatism, tuberculosis, nasal 
affections, influenza, and pneumonia. To 
Prevent catching colds and influenza, avoid 
people with colds and crowded meeting-
places during an epidemic; keep the body 
nourished and refreshed by food and sleep. 
Avoid sudden changes of atmosphere, keep 
the feet dry and warm; wash the hands as 
often as possble and always before eating. 
Breathe through the nose; sleep with win-
dows wide open. Wear sensible clothing. 
Nightwear. is very important. One should 
never let oneself be cold when in bed. An 
inexpensive, but delightfully warm fabric, 
especially suitable for children's wear, pyja-
mas, etc• , is Clydella, which also washes 
spendidly. 

The lifeboat service benefited by £132,300 
raised by branches of the R.N.L.I. last year. 

BY PHILOKUON. 

DEAFNESS in white animals is an ail-
ment that has occupied the attention of 

scientists and practical men for some genera-
tions. The relation, between the two things 
had probably been observed for some 
centuries before Darwin alluded to it more-
specifically in the " Origin of Species." 
There he remarked upon the curious fact 
that white cats with blue eyes were gener-
ally deaf. The extraordinary thing is that 
white cats with eyes of another colour, or 
even with odd eyes, one of which is blue, 
as not so susceptible. 

The failing has for long been common in 
bull terriers, though it is not so general as 
it used to be. This is simply because 
breeders, or at least most of them, have 
entered into an honourable undertaking that 
they will neither exhibit nor breed from deaf 
dogs. If this self-denying ordinance is put 
into practice consistently, within a few years 
deafness should be eradicated from the 
breed, for it is generally agreed that when 
congenital it is usually transmitted. The 
scientific explanation is that animals defi-
cient in pigment frequently have degenera-
tion or total absence of the small passage 
in the ear, which is called the cochlear duct. 
This simple statement of an ascertained fact 
does not, however, explain how the defect 
arises and why it should be associated with 
pure white. There is an explanation, but 
it is too scientific a nature for a general 
article. 

In human beings the penalty of albinism 
seems to be short sight, but I have never 
heard it said that bull terriers or white cats 
are defective in this respect. The reason, I 
suppose, that white cats with blue eyes are 
so frequently deaf is that the blue eye indi-
cates an approach to albinism, and that may 
be why Scottish shepherds dislike wall-eyed 
dogs, declaring that they cannot see as well 
as others. If a bull terrier has black spots 
on his skin, although they may not be 
apparent in the coat, we should not expect 
him to be deaf, but I imagine that the ail-
ment is not unknown in another breed that 
is plentifully furnished with spots, that is, 
the Dalmatians. The reason I say that is 
that I have noticed in advertisements of 
Dalmatians the statement that the dogs 
offered for sale were not deaf. 

The Kennel Club has done its best to put 
an end to the evil by enacting that a deaf 
dog shall be disqualified from winning 
prizes. It is a fault, however, that may 
easily escape' the notice of a judge whose 
mind is intent upon external characteristics. 
Deafness in dogs may, of course, arise from 
other causes, such as old age. When it 
results from atrophy of the auditory nerve 
nothing can be done, to remedy it, but some-
times an accumulation of wax in the canal 
of the ear will Make a dog's hearing 
deficient, and that is easily remedied. Pour 
in a little warm olive oil and leave it to 
soak for a day so that the wax may be 
softened. If the ear is then syringed with 
tepid water the offending agent will, be 
removed. 

Neglect. too, of that familiar complaint, 
canker, may lead to lass of hearing. There 
is no excuse for allowing this condition to 
continue, for the dOg will show unmistak-
ably what is wrong with him by carrying 
his head on one side, rubbing the ear on 
the ground, or scratching it. On examina-
tion it will probably be found that there 
are signs of inflammation, and possibly 
there may be a discharge. The sufferer 
should be dressed immediately with the 
powder or lotion that is sold for the purpose. 
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