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A d d three ounces <.f sugar 
r»f chopped candied p e r l . I f 
ie d r y ingredient**, and t h e n 
l p w i t h ha l f a g i l l of m i l k . 

greased b a k i n g sheet, a n d 
hour . 
three-quarters of an ounce 

I ounces of castor sugar , t w o 
I r g a r i n e , t w o eggs, one a n d 
i r r a n t s . Measure t h e i n g r e -
together the cornf lour , flour 
j i t t e r and eggs to a c ream, 
f t e l v . M i x t h o r o u g h l y a n d 

F i l l the t i n s h a l f f u l l a n d 
| n t y minutes . 

\'s Larder 
| r l whose l i t t l e home is en-

to deal w i t h is where t o 
l i e bamboo cupboard ou t s ide 
[o ra t ed zinc doors and sides. 

some provis ion has t o be 
Ip leas ing object , a n d i t can 

, and a gay l i t t l e c u r t a i n 
ted zinc covers for sixpence 
kmelled plates on the 6helf> 
[ t h e window left open t he r e 
I is ca r r ied r i g h t out of t h e 

Ic cooler. There is ano the r 
f i s fac torv , as i t necessitates 
»n. For keeping m i l k the re 
l a r t b o t t l e . K n o w i n g ways 

•enormously t o the c o m f o r t 
hot weather. 
very nice side or w i n d o w 

ad when ojHined o u t on 

Poisoning 
l& Eczema 

ExpsSied 
By Cleansing i ha Blood * * * 

Clarke's 
Blood 

Mixture 

h a d Legs, Ulcers, Abscesses 
ISwollen Glands, t 

1 Bout and Rheumatism. 
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May Utb, 1928. THE TEESDALE MERCURY. 

The Night at the Inn 
I1Y 

K A T H A R I N E T Y N A N , 

of " The Hon. M o l l y . " " The House of the 

Crickets," &c. 

Widow Gregg had put by a t i d y b i t . 
oral no one to succeed to i t but her 

' Luc inda . Also there was The 
- Friend i u n , known t h r o u g h a l l 

jthf da! - a» a place of honest comfor t for 
peas*, and stocked f r o m t op to 

torn I ' l l t he best of household gear, 
was a deal of value i n The Trave l le r ' s 

; what w i t h o ld si lver and o ld furni-
i wines and sp i r i t s i n the cellar t h ^ i 

i .. knew the a j e of, t o say n o t h i n g of 
l low's stock of j ewe l l e ry , -which i n -
( . ; • • .,i:y old thi . :gs such as watches of 
liic • i i i - l i a p e d v a r i e t y , more curious than 

but w i t h a good dea l" of gold to 
t • king. Also the widow was suspected 

iug a good deal of money i n the 
muse. 
Tk' Traveller's F r i e n d stood up alone 

i load forks , one road g o i n g t o 
1; . . . . . the other to Al lendale . I t was qu i te 

. . i - . i rk for a long distance, since no 
. l i lding was near i t . I n sp r ing and 

o i l au tumn i t had plenty of custo-
-, though even then i t was lone ly when 

i list >mer.s had gone home and the i n n 
i • ' up for the n i g h t . No one slept on 

••ios but Mrs . Gregg and Luc inda . 
H the old ostler, slept i n a lo f t above 

t:. les; but Job was very o ld , t h o u g h he 
M i d not acknowledge himself past his 
»wk Practically the on ly protect ion the 

hwu women had at n i g h t was Blucher , the o l d 
11»>:•-• '"J ^beep dog, who roamed about the 
!jar I j i night and lay i n the bar a l l day, 
*m>> • friendly te rms w i t h the customers. 

IBui t i i dales fo lk were honest. M r s . Gregg , 
1*1)" * • in i n t r e p i d l i t t l e woman, scouted 

my t l r - i j h t of danger. She could not bear 
jtbe idi of g i v i n g up the i n n , t h o u g h she 
tilted doing i t and m o v i n g i n to W h a r f e , 

I the ' - which was about a mi le and a h a l f 
| l »av . I a: ied i n one of the vales. 

Tlii': W a 9 a ce r ta in t roub le between 
wciinl i ,ind her mother . Over beyond 
• b r f lav W a l t e r H a r d y ' s f a r m . Ha rdys 

farmed Sheepcotes fo r ' many a year, b u t 
I Ut. rears there had not been much l u c k i n 

Jam. a Hardy had died i n debt, and 
Salter : lardy had saddled h imsel f w i t h the 

Itisk of learing his fa ther ' s name. Eve ry 
| * l ) t was paid in f u l l , or , as he said p roud ly , 
| * w " ' . ; ' ! not have l i f t e d his eyes to L u c i n d a 

" : b u t the p a y i n g had lef t h i m a poor 
with the w o r l d t o begin on his own 

He it 
*Iow, 
|f«r h i 

Iii,:: 
I t t i n t i 
•father-
lot. 

lard 

'1 » 
til! I 

- such a fine, handsome, s t rapping 
»ides being so w e l l spoken of by a l 

'•• .nesty, t h a t i t was a wonder Mrs 
uid have been so ha rd to him. 

••< i t w a s n a t u r a l jealousy, for 
iad been e v e r y t h i n g to her since her 
rl, when she was on ly a wee t h i n g ; 

"M*. thev had offended her, she be ing 
rut l i t t l e woman, by f a l l i n g i n love 
•ier consent. A n y h o w , she ignored 
' m e n t between L u c i n d a and W a l t e r 
Iter the first c u r t refusal to l i s t en 
'ung man. She averted her eyes 

from the l i t t l e pear l r i n g which 
wore on her wedd ing finger. E a c h 

ind sore w i t h the other. L o v i n g 
i so wel l they were more cruel from 

it i n j u r y t h a n i f there had been 
' ween them. 

I la rdy was one of those who had 
e, make Eucinda a l i t t l e b i t nervous 

isolation of The Trave l le r ' s F r i e n d 
never be happy, L u c y , " he said, 

•e my g i r l safe at Sheepcotes. 
a room for the mother , too, when 
round. A m I t o blame her for 

tier Lucy to a stranger? She ' l l come 
g i r l , she ' l l come round i n t i m e ; 

otes ' l l be a heaven for vou and 

loved h i m the more fond ly for h is 
n t h her mother . H e had never 

ademnatiou for the woman who 
)k the side of the road he was on 

dd t h i n g s of h i m i n her anger 
did not believe. H e could afford 
d her when she called h i m 

•iter. W h y , there were h a l f 
in W h a r f e , t o say n o t h i n g of the 

as r i c h as L u c i n d a Gregg who 
been w i l l i n g t o m a r r y h i m . W h e n 

o brought t o h i m of Mrs . Gregg'i 
gs he only smiled, and prophesied 

" w i l d change her m i n d before l o n g , 
i t t i t ude of his took the s t i n g out o f 
ief-makers ' ta le-bear ing and made 
t h i n g to themselves, 
aveller's F r i e n d was a very lone ly 
winter, especially when there was 
*w, as was bound t o happen every 
; long or short periods. W h e n the 

all under snow and h a r d l y a foot 
? the road f r o m m o r n i n g to even 

'.' the moon shone over the whi t e ex. 
not a b i t of l i f e on i t and the i n n 

' r e a k i n g on i t s post t h a t had onoe 
» gibbet there was p len ty t o 

I 
l -
I 

« g«r. •J ' i''.'''. '•' was cheerful enough when the 
I '*en closed for the n i g h t , a l l 

f> shut and a r o a r i n g fire on t h 
' 4 j " l the Best of good cheer on the 

%1 i , r the c loud between mother 
[ ter spoi l t t he sense o f comfor t 

. 1 1 da had k n o w n f r o m chi ldhood 

J» 1 ' f i * 0 ^ n e r m ° t n e r w e r e * B u t m t o 

k j ' j v . i * n i n g was "certain. She w o u l d 
V * tha r m o t n e r alone. Be t t e r estrange-
t 'M f, 0 "pen defiance of one who had 
i ' n L "W so tender ly since chi ldhood. 
v V t n v v ' ! c " t e 8 F a r m w o u l d not be the 
i ^ H , "r . t e r t a lked of i f the mother were 

ik* r'"iQcl n u r * a n < * angry . She wou ld 
surely she wou ld come round i n 

Vi 
ehee 

If ' ' 
""f^n e 7 "ere good and d u t i f u l , she said 

C"ni„n ' p e e r i n g her hear t w i t h her lover 's 
St'" flin v^e o n ^ known i t she had 

• l r ' " n e r arms round her mother 's 
l̂ t..,''-'k*ofn w ^ a * 8 0 6 wanted. Mrs. Gregg 

*" "f h* estrangement, ashamed a t 
r own unreasonableness and in-

l i i snce . ».<niy s;,e nu i nor Know now to sur­
mount the bar r ie r which had g rown up be­
tween them. She was obstinate and p r o u d ; 

ul she wai ted for L u c y to begin. 
T h a t w in t e r the dales were deep i n snow-

ear ly a l l the mon th of Janua ry , and h a r d l y 
anyone came near The Trave l l e r ' s F r i e n d , 
A f t e r a t i m e even Mrs . Gregg moped a l i t t l e . 
She w a s so accustomed to provide meals to. ' 
t rave l le rs and sound, honest d r i n k as w e l l . 
Now a piece of beef in the larder lasted a 

jefc. There was no ca l l to be p l a n n i n g and 
cooking as she had been used to do a l l her 

ears a t The Trave l le r ' s F r i e n d . T i m e h i i i " ; 
b i t heavy on her hands. She set the maids 

to c lean ing the house f r o m top t o bo t tom. 
W h e u i t was a l l done—when every b i t of 

lver shone wh i t e , when every b i t of glass 
w ink l ed and a l l the brasses w i n k e d , when 

y o u could have eaten your d inner off the floor 
of any room i n the house, as the say ing is— 
she began to t w i d d l e her thumbs and feel 
how h a r d idleness was. 

I t was j u s t t h a t m o r n i n g , w i t h more sno'.v 
coming , t h a t M a r g e r y D i l l , one of the two 
maids of the i n n , came shou t ing i n a grea t 

xc i tement t h a t a b i g m o t o r c a r was plough­
i n g i t s way up the road to the i n n . A l l of a 
sudden the i n n was i n a commot ion . M r s . 
Gregg awai ted the t rave l le r s , s m i l i n g on t h e 
threshold , when t h e i r motor stopped at the 
i n n door. Beh ind her there was a pleasant 
gl impse of a r o a r i n g wood fire and the shin­
i n g of a l l the brass and pewter pots, w i t h the 
jolished b r o w n surface of a grea t cask t h a t 
j e l d o l d B u r t o n l o o k i n g most i n v i t i n g l y 

over her shoulder. 
The t rave l le rs came i n s t amp ing and blow­

i n g , more l i k e bears t h a n men. They were 
furnished w i t h cold and s t a r v i n g . They had 
*t>ver been so pleased' i n t h e i r l ives as 
when they spied The Trave l l e r ' s F r i end 
»t and ing up against t he sky, i t s chimneys 
smok ing . 

Mrs . G regg had often en ter ta ined gentle­
folk at The Trave l le r ' s F r i e n d . Before they 
wore ou t of t h e i r bearskins and goggles she 
said t o herself t h a t here were no gent le fo lk , 
b u t more l i k e l y t h e i r servants. A n d a 
hideous pa i r a t that.-

O u t o f t h e i r d i s f i g u r i n g a t t i r e they re­
vealed themselves as no bet ter . Indeed, 
worse-looking pa i r could no t we l l be 
imagined . One fel low was t a l l and broad 
w i t h a bloated red face and a wicked eye 
w h i c h rested on the women-folk unpleasant ly 
—or so L u c i n d a t h o u g h t . The other was 
short and pale, w i t h a t h i c k nose and a 
muddy , unwholesome colour. To add t o his 
i l l - looks he squinted abominably . 

However , i f they were not gent le fo lk they 
ordered l i ke gent lefolk . They w o u l d have 
the best the house afforded. W h i l e M a r g e r y 
and E l l en D i l l k i l l e d a couple of chickens and 
M r s . Gregg j o t ou t the home-cured bacon 
and went down t o the cel lar for a bo t t l e of 
old po r t , the t w o men, af ter t h a w i n g a t the 
fire, suggested t h a t they wou ld l ike t o see 
the bedrooms of the i n n , w i t h a view of 
m a k i n g a stay there on the i r way back f rom 
a house which they said they were go ing to 
v i s i t . I t was a b i g house i n the next county , 
no t so fa r away t h a t L u c i n d a had no t heard 
of i t . She t h o u g h t to herself t h a t his l o r d 
ship was not p a r t i c u l a r about the q u a l i t y of 
h i s guests i f they were, indeed, on t h e i r way 
to Longmere . 

She d i d not l i ke being of the i r company for 
even those few minutes d u r i n g wh ich they 
wen t f r o m room to room of the bedrooms. 
They were on for t a l k i n g w i t h her, especially 
the red-faced one, bu t she gave them scant 
encourage- tent. 

W i t h one room, wh ich was called the Blue 
Room, they expressed themselves as bein;^ 
h i g h l y pleased. W e l l they m i g h t be, Luc inda 
t h o u g h t w i t h a c u r l of her l i p , seeing how 
r<nny fine fo lk had been pleased to sleep 
there. I t was a long , low room, w i t h a four-
poster bed cur ta ined i n a blue and si lver 
damask and three windows over looking 
fine s t re tch of moor land . Outside the road 
r a n on ly a l i t t l e less wh i t e t h a n the snowy 
expanse of count ry . The room was furnished 
handsomely i n o ld mahogany. There was 
huge g r a t e ; when a fire was l i t i n i t and the 
blue and si lver cur ta ins were d r a w n across 
t h e windows i t was a room the K i n g himself 
m i g h t not have disdained t o sleep i n . 

The pa i r expressed themselves h i g h l y 
pleased w i t h a l l they saw. They at once en 
gaged the Blue Room f r o m t h a t ve ry n i g h t 
as they m i g h t be stopped by snow on the i r 
j ou rney and have to r e t u r n . I n any case 
they m i g h t be looked for i n four or five days 
t i m e . The Blue Room was for the bigger of 
the t w o , whom his comrade cal led Jack. The 
l i t t l e room a t the side of i t , w i t h the whi t e 
and green ch in tz hangings , had taken the 
fancy of the other who bespoke i t . 

M r s . G regg l i k e d the pa i r no bet ter t h a n 
her daughter , b u t wou ld not confess as much 
even t o herself. Indeed, when the b igger one 
pul led out a B a n k of E n g l a n d note and paid 
i n advance for the t w o rooms as we l l as for 
t h e i r en te r ta inment , she fe l t obl iged t o be­
lieve t h a t they were gent lemen, i n some of 
t h e i r ways at a l l events. 

The back of the motor was loaded up w i t h 
several art icles of luggage , chief among them 
a very la rge , l ong t r u n k . A lmos t at the last 
moment the b i g motor i s t , af ter a discussion 
w i t h his companion, decided to leave th i s as 
wel l as some other t h ings behind so as t o 
make the car as l i g h t as possible. 

They rejected help f r o m any of the women 
w i t h great g a l l a n t r y , and car r ied the t r u n k 
upsta i rs themselves, h a v i n g something of a 
s t rugg le w i t h i t because of i t s we igh t on the 
steep staircase, wh ich , fo r tuna te ly , was no 
great he ight . W i t h some of the l i g h t e r l u g 
gage heaped about i t i t was lef t i n the 
middle of the Blue Room. M r s . Gregg , who 
was very pa r t i cu l a r about such mat te rs , saw 
for herself t h a t i t was locked. She d i d no t 
wan t her servants to have t e m p t a t i o n p u t i n 
t h e i r way. 

The dusk had fal len before the t rave l le rs 
left the i n n . Soon after they had gone M a r 
gery and El l en D i l l pu t on the i r s tout men': 
boots and t ramped off t o t h e i r home i n the 
vi l l age . Job, whose rheumat i sm was worse 
t h a n usual i n th i s b i t t e r weather, had his 
tea, and h a v i n g fed the horses for the n i g h t 
shuffled off t o his bed above the stables. 

W i t h n i g h t f a l l an intense quietness seemed 
to settle over the i n n and the su r round ing 
count ry . The sense of loneliness and stillness 
a , . a m o H t n i n t e n s i f y as the evenine* wore on 

-ven the horses a m not s tamp t n e i r ieet n v i 
a t t l e t h e i r chains i n the stable as the} 
sual ly d id . A bleak w i n d had sprung no 
li ieh increased the cold and made the 
tjnpost outside r a t t l e and creak as though 

t car r ied one of i t s o ld burdens. 
Mrs . Gregg was busy over her accoun's 

nd the w r i t i n g of some business let ters . She 
ept a l l her affairs i n her own hands, and had 
9Ter al lowed Luc inda t o know much about 
lem. The g i r l knew vaguely t h a t l i - 1 

mother keii t a good deal of money i n t l r 
ouse. She was no great lover of banks, and 
nvested a l l her money in Consols, t r a v e l l i n g , 

perhaps, once a year to York to arrange for 
t h e i r purchase—between-whiles being Is-
own banker. 

L u c i n d a read a book, w i t h o u t much enjoy* 
ment . There was cer ta in needlework she v 
engaged on over wh ich she smiled :•• • 
dreamt , bu t not i n her mother ' s sig'>t, 
a l t hough the mother more t h a n suspected the 
g r o w t h of t h a t p r e t t y snow-white , be-
r ibboned trousseau. 

I t m i g h t have been about e igh t o'clock 
tha t the g i r l remembered o ld Blucher . Poor 
o ld chap, he had made un f r i end ly deinonst-•:>-
t ions against the motor is ts earl ier i n the da -
and had been chained up. They had forgot ten 
to set h i m free again . 

She was so oppressed by the loneliness tha t 
she fe l t Blucher ' s company wou ld be a com­
f o r t . W i t h o u t speaking t o her mother she 
slipped across the y a r d , l eav ing the kitche»-
door a jar , to the dog's kennel . He d i d not 
come ou t to greet her as usual. 

W i t h a vague a l a r m she stooped down a r l 
fel t for the dog. He was there, asleep. SI • 
s M o k h i m , and had a sudden sense of his 

' d i t y and the odd stiffness of the ha i r , 
i t h a l i t t l e c ry she fled back to the house, 
•̂ he was so absorbed i n the discovery she 

had made t h a t she h a r d l y not iced somethiii '!; 
l i k e a d i m l i g h t t h a t showed between the 
d r a w n cur ta ins of the Blue Room. L a t e r on , 
when she had t ime t o t h i n k of i t , she said H> 
herself t h a t it was the moon—of course i t 
was the moon. I t was s h i n i n g s t r a i g h t on t o 
the window. 

W i t h the shock of the d u m b f r iend 's death 
upon her she flung herself i n t o her mother ' s 
a ims . W h i l e she sobbed ou t her story the 
mother ' s hand moved caressingly over the 
s i lken ha i r , as of ten i t had done before. The 
frost was mel ted between them. W i t h ' t he i r 
a ims about each o ther they went ou t t o the 
kennel aga in , c a r r y i n g a l a n t e r n . Yes, poor 
Uhtcher was dead and already stiff. He must 
have been dead some hours. 

Poor o l d B l u c h e r ! W e l l , he was very o ld 
and the cold was intense. They b lamed them­
selves for h a v i n g fo rgo t t en t o b r i n g h i m in to 
the house. Mothe r and daughter cr ied to­
gether for the fr iend 's loss; bu t after a few 
tears M r s . Gregg resolutely b r igh tened up . 

" I f you 'd on ly come t o me before and flung 
y o u r ' t w o arms about m y necl?, L u c y , i t m i g h t 
liuppen I w o u l d n ' t have been so h a r d to you 
because of W a l t e r H a r d y . A l l the wor ld 
praises the l ad . I won 't s tand ou t against 
you and h i m any more. I ' l l sell the i n n and 
come and l i ve i n W h a r f e , where I ' l l be near 
you and see you as often as you wan t me t o . " 

L u c i n d a hugged her rap tu rous ly . 
" A s t h o u g h we w o u l d l e t you go to 

W h a r f e ! W h y , we've t a l k e d i t a l l over ; we 
knew y o u ' d come round . W a l t e r a lways said 
you would . We 've fixed on y o u r room even 

looks out on the sunniest corner, where the 
beehives s tand i n a row by the mignonet te 
beds. Mothe r , do you t h i n k i t w o u l d be happy 
w i t h o u t you ? " 

A f t e r a l l i t was a lovely evening , w i t h the 
blessedness of reconc i l ia t ion upon t h e m . Only 
now and again L u c i n d a remembered the poor 
s tark frozen f r i end i n the kennel and her 
tears began t o flow; bu t no t fo r l o n g . To­
mor row W a l t e r was to be sent fo r . She was 
at l i b e r t y t o b r i n g out the hidden trousseau, 
to work upon i t , t o display to her mother ' s 
eyes those feats of fine sewing. 

The evening passed so happ i ly t h a t they 
fo rgo t to be af ra id . About eleven o'clock they 
took the i r candles and went ups ta i r s ; but 
L u c y stayed so long i n her mother 's room, 
t a l k i n g whi le she brushed out her long chest­
nu t ha i r by the fire, t h a t i t was m i d n i g l r t be­
fore the last good-night was said. 

H e r room was at the extreme end o f the 
corr idor . As she h u r r i e d a long, sh iver ing i 
the cold of the n i j j ' . t , she was pul led up su 
denly at the door of the Blue Room. She had 
heard a sound l i ke the cl ick of a lock—or 
fancied she had. A t the same moment she 
remembered the l i ^ l i t she had imagined be­
tween the cur ta ins . 

She opened the door soft ly and peeped i n . 
The f u l l moon was on the three windows now. 
Where i t pierced between the cur ta ins i t lay 
i n three broad sh in ing shafts on tshc floor. 

One shaft crossed the fcij t . u n k the 
motoris ts had left i n the middle of the room 
Was i t possible she smelt tobacco? She stared 
at the t r u n k fascinated. Then she saw the 
l i d begin to l i f t . 

She never knew why she d id i t . She m i g h t 
have gone outside arA tuvved the key in lb 
lock, which would not have been much d< 
fence, for the locks were old_ and easil 
broken. W h a t she d id wns to launch herself 
at the t r u n k and spr ing upon i t . She fe l t the 
l i d go down w i t h a sharp c l ick . Then s" 
screamed w i l d l y . She was so busy screaming 
t h a t she heard n o t h i n g , a l though she fe l t t l . . 
t r u n k - l i d l i f t ed against her weight . T in 
door opened and M i s . Gregg came flying in 
She asked no questions--indeed, i t wou 'd 
have been of no use, for Luc inda was incap 
able of answering any. Ins tead of was t ing 
her breath s'le set down her car .He and cam-
and jo ined Luc inda on the t r u n k . 

Now, Mrs . Gregg weighed twelve s to" 
and Lucinda nine. A man l y i n g on hi 
back i n a t r u n k cannot do much agaiiit. 
twenty-one stone. They sat ha rd , feelin?; 
now and again something of an upheaval be­
neath them, and screaming i n concert, w i t h : 
fo r lo rn sense t h a t they m i g h t have to screni: 
long enough t i l l anyone came, unless i 
m i g h t be the man's confederates. 

B u t before the t e r ro r of t h a t could spri~" 
noon t h e m a t h i r d person, a r r ived on t i e 
scene. The whole t h i n g had taken , indeed 
bu t a verv few minutes . The new a r r i v a l was 
W a l t e r H a r d y . 

A t the si«jht of the b i g fe l low, w i t h the 
honest, tender face, bo th women stopped 
screaming. He was soon made aware 
o f the state of affairs. V e r y soon 
he had fetched a coil o f rone 

f r o m the sf aides and roped the t r u n k 
securely; but i t was M r s . Gregg 's happy 
t h o u g h t t o push the t r u n k under the four-
poster where i t j u s t fitted, thus m a k i n g 
assurance doubly sure. The firs t t h i n g she 
d i d on being released f r o m her seat on the 
t r u n k was to f l i n g her arms about W a l t e r 
H a r d y and kiss h i m as t h o u g h he were indeed 
her son. 

The t w o women wa i t ed , the doors securely 
bar r icaded , whi le W a l t e r H a r d y went to the 

i l i age for help. He had barely r e tu rned 
w i t h the v i l l age policeman and h a l f a dozen 
s t a lwar t rust ics , before they heard the pant­
i n g and sno r t i ng of the r e t u r n i n g motor i n 
the snow. 

The motor is ts knocked a t the i n n door, ap­
paren t ly expect ing i t to be opened by a 
f r i end . Ins tead of w h i c h , as soon as they 
were a d m i t t e d i n to the d a r k h a l l , there was a 
surprise i n store for them, for the whole 
p a r t y w i t h i n rushed upon them and had them 
trussed up l i ke chickens i n no t ime . The sur­
prise was too much for them, perhaps, or they 
were hampered by t h e i r motor-coats, for they 
made a very poor fight. They cu t a sorry 
f igure enough as they were l a i d ou t side by 
side on the floor to awai t the coming of day­
break and the police f r o m W h a r f e . B u t t h e i r 
posi t ion was enviable beside t h a t of the gen­
t l eman who was presently ex t r ica ted f r o m 
the t r u n k , more dead t h a n a l ive , gasping l i k e 
a spent fish for a i r , and u t t e r l y unable t o 
make any use of his revolver and the k n ; f e 
w i t h wh ich he was armed. Indeed, the t r u n k , 
w h i c h had a very ingenious s p r i n g lock, open­
i n g f r o m the inside, had t o be almost 
smashed to pieces to release h i m , for he was 
incapable of he lp ing himself . 

The t r i o proved to be three of the wors t 
c r imina l s known t o the police. They mus t 
have learn t somehow t h a t i t was w o r t h w h i l e 
to rob The Trave l le r ' s F r i e n d , and had been 
prepared to go as far as murder t o c a r r y o u t 
t h e i r project . 

As soon as they were safe i n the hands o f 
the police and on the road to the lock-up a t 
W h a r f e , M r s . Gregg , L u c i n d a , and W a l t e r 
H a r d y had a comfortable t a l k i n the bar-
par lou r . I t was ar ranged t h a t W a l t e r H a r d v 
should take up his residence a t The 
Travel le r ' s F r i e n d t i l l such t ime as the i n n 
could be disposed o f ; and the mar r i age was 
to be pushed on as q u i c k l y as possible. 

The young man's t i m e l y a r r i v a l was ex­
pla ined by the fact t h a t his anx ie ty about 
the t w o women i n the lonely i n n had b r o u g h t 
h i m ou t to keep watch over them for a t lear*, 
the worst hours of the n i g h t . H e had found 
an easy entrance when he heard L u c i n d a 
pcream, since the door by whtvh mother and 
daughter had re-entered the house after t h e i r 
v i s i t to Blucher ' s kennel was unfastened. I n 
t h e i r a g i t a t i o n they had shot the bo l t i n ­
deed, bu t had missed the socket. I t proved on 
examina t ion t h a t poor B lucher had been 
poisoned, so t h a t the two ruffians should f ind 
a clear field when they came to j o i n the con­
federate who by tha t t i m e they counted 
w o u l d be ready t o a d m i t t hem. 

Mrs . G regg never cared for a lonely s i tua­
t i o n after the events of t h a t n i g h t . Indeed , 
Sheepcotes F a r m proved to be a most s t i r r i n g 
and cheerful place, w i t h movement of men 
and animals , and, i n t i m e , ch i ld ren t o 
b r i g h t e n the o ld farmhouse. 

" T h e best son-in-law i n the w o r l d , " was 
her descript ion of W a l t e r H a r d y ; and she 
loved to t e l l the wide-eyed ch i ld ren as w e l l 
as the grown-up fo lk the s tory of t h a 
motoris ts and the man i n the box. 

FORTY HOUSES RAIDED 

F o r t y homes i n Staten I s l a n d , New Yorifc 
have been robbed i u the last eighteen 
months.-

A va luable l a m p and clock h a v i n g bees 
stolen f rom one house, detectives kept 
wa tch . They saw a pol iceman, named 
Keiper , emerge f rom the back of the house. 
A t his residence the l a m p was found . 
H i d d e n a i l over the house, detectives state, 
was valuable p roper ty t aken f r o m Sta ten 
I s l and residences. 

Keiper , a mounted p a t r o l m a n , had been 
for some months a source of much w o r r y t o 
his superiors. Robberies had been f requent 
i n his d i s t r i c t , many of t h e m be ing re­
por ted by himself . F i n a l l y K e i p e r was 
arrested and he ld to b a i l i n £16,000. 

A R C H D E A C O N ' S S U D D E N D E A T H 

The Venerable Ernest F reder ick N e w m a n , 
Archdeacon of P l y m o u t h , had at tended the 
Church Assembly i n London and was re­
t u r n i n g w i t h the Bishop of Exeter a n d 
other c le rgy when he was taken ser iously 
i l l i n the t r a i n . On a r r i v a l at Queen-street 
S t a t i on , Exeter , he was immed ia t e ly taVen 
to hosp i t a l , where he d i ed soon a f te rwards . 
The Bishop of Exeter accompanied h i m and 
was w i t h h i m when he died . 

The ATchdeacon was b o r n i n 1859, and 
educated a t M a r l b o r o u g h , Xeble College, 
O x f o r d , and W e l l a Theological College. H e 
was assistant curate a t S t . M a r y ' s , Bead­
i n g , f r o m 1884 to 1886. and was c h a p l a i n 
( A d d i t i o n a l Curates ' Society), B e n g a l , 
1887-88. I n the f o l l o w i n g year he became 
C h a p l a i n to the Forces, s e rv ing successively 
a t the Tower of London , Ca te rham, Sou th 
A f r i c a , and P o r t s m o u t h . F r o m 1917 to 1920 
he was R u r a l Dean of Tav i s tock . 

T H I E F ' S L I K I N G F O R H A N D B A G S 

Louisa Adelaide Sparkes, aged 33, of 
Nor thant rer - road , S t r ca tham, L o n d o n , was 
sentenced at South-western Cour t t o 12 
months ' ha rd labour for s t ea l ing 110 hand­
bag's and money to the t o t a l value of CI ,000. 
Deteetive-se'-'-e i n t Fo'ey «nid t h a t since the 
b e g i n n i n g of hist vear Sparkes had v i s i t ed 
houses offered for "sale and, h a v i n g ga ined 
admission, stole handbags. She had v i s i t ed 
a n u r s i n g home and music and danc ing 
academies, where she behaved i n a s i m i l a r 
way . She had obtained a d ivorce , and had 
one c h i l d , aged s ix . The excuse she gave 
was t h a t she commi t t ed these thefts for the 
sake of her c h i l d , bu t a b i l l for £107 was 
found i n her possession f r o m a M a r g a t e 
hote l , where she had stayed w i t h a m a n , 
though not as h is wi fe , and she had been 
pay ing for the man everywhere. There 
was one previous conv ic t i on . 


