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Brayton's Secret 
BY 

F R E D I f . W H I T E . 

Lawrence Bray ton lay back i n his chair 
luxuriously. This was the k i n d of t h ing 
t h a t appealed t o him—he l iked the silken 
luxury of i t a l l , the flowers, the shaded 
l ights , the statues, the suggestion of aloof­
ness a l l around h i m . There was no vulgar 
chatter or merry laughter i n the dining-
room of the Wellcsley, no s t a r t l i ng display 
of the "human form divine " as interpreted 
by ths last audacities from Paris—they did 
not encourage powdered shoulders a t the 
Wellesley. I t was a l l in the very best of 
taste, quite subdued, w i t h l igh t s shaded and 
just an occasional flash from a t i a ra or a 
coronet, i n the purple, flower-laden lamp­
l i g h t . The coffee was excellent, the- cigar­
et te a dream, the l iqueur a poem. Bray­
ton was qui te glad to be alone i n the quiet 
enjoyment of the picture. 

" I ought t o have been born a r ich rcan, , ; 

he muttered as he glanced across the tangle 
of purple orchids on the table. "Every 
poet should have money. I wonder i f I 
am a poet real ly . Anyway, I am blest, or 
cursed., w i t h the ar t is t ic temperament. A l l 
the same, I ' ve got to work i n the c i ty for 
mv l i v i n g . A commission agent! I f I could 
only have foreseen i t in the old E ton days! 
L o r d ! to have money, and cut the Ci ty . To 
be able t o say to Gertrude Mallison— 
Lawrence, my boy, you are a greater fool 
than I took you for. S t i l l , I suppose I 
have something t o be thankfu l for . I can 
pu t m y hands on a thousand pounds, and 
I 've had a good dinner a t Harr ison Syme's 
expense wi thout having to pu t up w i t h t h e 
company of tha t b r i l l i a n t bounder him-
• e l f / ' 

As a mat ter of fact, Harr i son Syme had 
been called awav before the soup wae 
finished. Somebocfy wanted to speak t o him 
on the telephone. He had gone off in his 
insolent, swaggering w a y ; he had come 
back looking white and uneasy, quite un­
l ike the financier who was supposed t o have 
made ove. a mi l l i on of money i n the past 
four years. 

"Beast ly nuisance, bu t I ' ve got to go, 
Bray ton , " he muttered. "Mos t important 
matter . I ' l l do my best t o get back i n an 
hour. Y o u get on w i t h your d inne r ; I 've 
ordered i t , and I shall have to pay for the 
same i n any case. I f I don ' t get back I ' l l 
ask you to cal l on me to-morrow. You 
may have made something of the cipher by 
t h a t t i m e . " 

Bray ton expressed himself quite correctly 
and conventionally. As a mat ter of fact, 
he was not disposed t o quarrel w i t h the 
t u r n of events. 

" L e t i t go a t t ha t , " he said. " I t looks to 
me like a var ia t ion of the Four-Ace Code. 
I t ' s the code I 've been using for years." 

Brayton smiled to himself. He was fond 
of mysteries and puzzles, and on more than 
one occasion had been of considerable as­
sistance t o Scotland Yard . B u t then, at the 
Y a r d , they knew what Syme was not aware 
of—that the Four-Ace Code was Brayton's 
own invention. He had sold i t some years 
ago for a t r i f l e , not realising i t s value, and 
now the code was one of the most popular 
amongst business men The key-care could 
be changed at pleasure. I f the diamond ace 
was the key letter, then anybody famil iar 

W i t h the clue could decipher. B u t say a 
man distrusted his confidential clerk and 
elected to take hearts instead, the clerk i n 
question was reduced t o impotence. A l l the 
most precious secrets entrusted t o the cable 
came by the Foui-Ace Code. 

Syme gulped down a large glass of brandy, 
and departed. Quite content to be alone, 
Bray ton sat there puffing another cigarette. 
On 'one side of h i m was an ambassador, at 
the table on his left a personage was 
d in ing . I t was a l l very pleasant and very 
soothing to a wel l -bred, ambitious young 
Ci ty man possessed of the ar t is t ic tempera­
ment. He longed to have the money t o do 
this k i n d of t h i n g T e g u l a r l y . A n d perhaps 
Gertrude 

W e l l , why should he not t h i n k of her t 
He knew that she l iked h i m , and she gener­
a l ly chose h im as her partner at tennis and 
i n the mixed foursomes at Ranelagh: she 
had t o l d h im once tha t his step suited her 
to perfection. B u t then she was so beastly 
r ich and he was so beastly poor! She 
wasn't an ordinary type of g i r l cither—she 
had something besides money and beauty. 
One n ight , up the river—yes, he bad seen 
the g l i n t i n her eyes, the fa in t , unsteady 
smile. He had been very near speaking tha t 
n igh t . To have her for his wife, t o order 
out the motor and drop i n here to a l i t t l e 
dinner, they two together. A n d to sit op­
posite tha t exquisite face and watch the 
smile i n those glorious eyes 

" I am the biggest fool i n England," Bray­
t o n t o ld himself. " W e l l , what is i t ? " 

A telegraph-boy stood by his side, a pert 
l i t t l e messenger absolutely at home there. 

" M r . Syme, sir?" he suggested. " T h a n k 
you . s i r ; good night , s i r . " 

The orange envelope was dropped care­
lessly on the table, and the t»y had 
vanished. Evident ly a telegram of import­
ance, and one tha t Syme had expected, for 
the sender of the " message had known 
exactly whore to find Syme and where he 
could get him wi thout delay. Very strange. 
I t d i d not seem quite so stranse w t e n Bray­
t o n recalled the fact t ha t Kvine dined at 
the Wellesley ino»t n ights . Possibly Syme 
d i d not want the cable to go to his office. 

"Wonder i f I ' d better open i t , " i i r ay ton 
said. " I t may be very impor tant . H i s own 
man has orders t o " open any telegram, I 
know. I f i t is impor tant he ' l l p i tch in to m« 
afterwards for not t ak ing steps t o get i n 
touch w i t h h i m . I t h ink I w i l l . " 

The envelope was barely fastened down. 
There were only two words i n i t , and they 
were i n cipher. I u an idle way Brayton 
spelt them over. W h a t d i d jigshawspi 
lemonnutznoseben mean? Brayton stuck the 
envelope down again and called one of the 
waiters. 

"Here 's a sh i l l ing for you ," he said. " T r y 
»nd get M r . Syme on the 'phone. T r y his 
clubs. When you get h i m , tell h im to hold 
the wire as I want t o speak to h i m . " 

The waiter departed on his errand. 
Brayton could see the queer jumble of 
words no longer, but he could have re­
peated them b y heart a l l the same. He had 
the sort of memory necessary to t i e solution 
of cipher. A n d , i n fact, two or three letters 
in the jumble were oddly fami l ia r . He won-

. dered where he had seen them before. Sud­
denly the answer flashed upon h i m . 

" B y Jove, he muttered, " i t ' s the Four-
Ace L'ode. A n d the cipher ace is clubs. I 
don't want to pry in to any man's 6ecrets, 
but I ' d like to see i f I could work i t out." 

He took a pencil from his pocket and 
jot ted the sequence of letters down w i t h 
absolute correctness on the back of the 
menu card. T h i n he proceeded to place the 
consonants in two parallel lines. Now tha t 
he had got the star t , the rest was child's 
play. He wrote the answer to the sum in 
his neat handwr i t ing , so tha t the words 
stood out like l i t t l e letters of flame. 

"Agricf t la main reef for ty ounces. B l i n d . 
E ighty years. Over a thousand." 

T o " the lay mind even now i t looked 
•cryptic to a degree. Bu t not to a man who 

' had spent five of the best years of his life 
in the City . 

"So Agricola i s a really b ig t h i n g , " 
Brayton muttered. 

" T h e Agrieola mine tha t everybody Bays 
is a swindle turns out to be a b i g th ing i n 
a main reef, showing for ty ounces of gold to 
the ton . 

"Nobody knew but the man who sent 
this cable, and he has seen tha t the rest are 
absolutely ' B l i n d . ' The l i fe of the mine is 
e ighty years, and the dividend should pan 
ont at over a thousand per cent. Wel l , 
Syme is a greater rascal than I took h im 
for. I t was only to-day tha t I read tha t 
Agr ico la was going i n for l iquidat ion. 

Shares a d rug i n the market at two for 
three-halfpence. B y Jove, i f I can get in to 
the market before Syme I shall be I 've 
wot a thousand pounds to play w i t h . A n d 
Shares t o be had for nothing. Oh, Gertrude, 
Gertrude *" 

Brayton stretched out a shaky hand i n 
the direction of the cablegram. 

" N o , I won ' t , " he said between his teeth. 
" I ' l l not suppress i t . I ' l l play the game. 
Syme shall have his cable i f I can possibly 
find h im, but there is no occasion to tel l 
him what I have discovered. He couldn't 
know tha t any form of tho Four-Ace Code is 
like an open book t o me. H e ' l l probably go 
quiet ly to work 6ome t ime to-morrow, but 
he ' l l be too late. By lunch t ime Agricola 
w i l l be a l l mine." 

Bray ton helped himself to another l iqueur 
and l ighted a cigarette w i t h a perfectly 
steady hand. The whole t h i n g was 
deliciously simple. He had only to divide 
his thousand pounds between two brokers, 
and give them instructions to buy Agricolas 
so long as the money lasted. They could be 
had for practically" nothing. B y this t ime 
to-morrow Brayton would be r i ch . People 
would no doubt say a good many hard 
things about h i m , bu t i t was a l l i n the way 
of business. Le t them do i t . A n d Ger­
trude^ 

The waiter was some t ime away. He came 
back presently w i t h the information tha t he 
had got M r . Syme on the 'phone at his club. 
M r . Syme regretted tha t he was unable to 
return to the Wellesley tha t n igh t , as he 
was detained on business of the utmost im­
portance, and that he had jus t gone home. 

" Y o u t o ld h im about the cable message?" 
Bravton asked. 

" H e never gave me a chance, sir ," the 
waiter exclaimed. " H e was i n a desperate 
h u r r y . He cut me off and hung up the re­
ceiver. I d i d a l l I could, s i r ." 

" I daresay i t w i l l be a l l r i g h t , " Bray ton 
responded. " I ' l l take the message myself 
on my way home. I f a man is 60 foolish as 
to Tha t w i l l do, waiter, thank you ." 

The waiter vanished, and Bray ton 
leisurely donned his hat and coat. Things 
were going to be very different w i t h h im 
from this n igh t on. B y this t ime to-morrow 

. He walked as far as his club, the one 
extravagance he indulged i n , feeling on the 
best of terms w i t h the wor ld . I t is not 
every n igh t tha t a man 6trolls down Pal l 
Ma l l w i t h a secret i n the back of his mind 
wor th two hundred thousand pounds. A n d 
this was quite a moderate estimate, Brayton 
thought . 

I t was not very late as yet and the club 
was f u l l . Brayton dropped in to his accus­
tomed seat i n the 6moking-room and blandly 
inquired i f there was any news. Three or 
four men were discussing something eagerly 
by the fireplace. I t seemed to Bray ton tha t 
he caught Syme's name. 

"What ' s tha t you are saying, Doctor?" he 
asked. " W h a t about Syme?" 

"Dead," Doctor Gladstone said crisply. 
" I ' v e jus t come from Syme's room. I ' m his 
man, you know. They fetched me from here 
by motor half-an-hour ago. Dead before I 
got there." 

A l i t t l e odd feeling played up and down 
Brayton's spinal column. 

" A sudden trouble w i t h the heart?" he 
gasped. 

"Suieide," Gladstone went on w i t h 
pseudo-cynical indifference. "Shot himself 
through the head w i t h a revolver. Walked 
in quite coolly and took off his hat. Called 
for a d r i n k and took every drop of i t . Then 
he handed the glass back to his man, took 
a revolver from his hip-pocket, and shot 
himself. M a d ! Not a b i t of i t—man was 
as sane as you or I . Another financial 
bubble pricked. They 6ay the Agricola 
smash finished h im off." 

Brayton called for a d r i n k himself; he 
felt tha t he needed i t . The cablegram had 
come too la te ; perhaps things had gone too 
far for even the news from South America 
to "save h i m . A n d Bravton was che one man 
i n the wor ld , w i t h the exception of the 
sender of the message, who knew that A g r i ­
eola was the best t h i n g on the market at 
the present t ime. 

" I t ' s a bad smash," another man said. " I 
met poor old Stanoa/d this afternoon nearly 
out of his mind . He's been advising his 
clients t o put money in to Agricola. He 
began t o te l l me what one client of his, a 
g i r l " • '! 

" I s tha t Stannard. of Lincoln 's I n n , the 
lawyer?" , Brayton asked. " M r . Mallison 
used to be his partner. I f i t ' s the same 
man . " 

" O h , i t ' s the same man," the other said. 
" W h a t , are you going already, Brayton?" 
Bravton muttered something t o the effect 

t h a t lie had work to do. He wanted to be 
alone to th ink this matter over. The float­
i n g kaleidoscope of eveuts bewildered h i m . 
A n hour or two ago and he had sat humbly 
i n the Wellesley envying Syme his money 
and position, and now Syme was dead, aud 
Lazarus had a fortune in his poeVet. Not 
a soul i n the world knew except the 6ender 
of the cablegram. There woulu be a ; . . i t 
deal of poverty and distress, for the A g r i ­
cola had been a strong t i p w i t h the public , 
who, a l i t t l e while back, had rushed for 
everything tha t Syme fathered. Scores of 
these people would be ruined, but Brayton 
d i d not allow his mind to dwell on that 
point . People of tha t class always lost 

j their money—if one fraudulent scheme 
d idn ' t have i t another would. < W h y couldn't 
they be content w i t h a safe interest? 

" O h , yes, a lo t of people would suffer. 
B u t people l ike o ld Stannard! I t seemed 
incredible tha t he should have been caught. 
A n d that he should invest clients' money. 
Gertrude Mallison was a client of h i s ; i n 
fact, he was her trustee. Suppose he had 
lost a l l Gertrude's money. Suppose she 
had to t u r n out and get her own l iv ing . 
A n d suppose Bray ton was r i ch , as he would 
bo soon. Gertrude, Gertrude, tho-e eyes 
of yours have made a fool of me," he mur­
mured. " Y o u r father was not the man to 
give his trustee much lat i tude in the way 
of investments. S t i l l " 

The papers were f u l l of i t next day I t 
was a tremendous 6mash . Scotland Yard 
had been after Syme; they had been look­
ing for h im the evening before w i th a war­
rant . He had played a desperate game at 
the finish, but fortune was against h i m . I t 
was one of the inspectors of the Y a r d who 
to ld Brayton a l l th is . Syme could not 
afford to wa i t for tha t cablegram from 
South America. Doubtless, he had lingered 
on t i l l the last possible minute . The au­
thori t ies had taken possession of Syme's 
papers, and already a hopeless state of 
affairs had been divulged. Every th ing had 
been disposed of—Syme d i d not appear to 
have a share wor th keeping left . There 
was no occasion t o hold on to the Agricola, 
seeing that i n the ordinary course of events, 
they could have been bought back for two 
for three-halfpence. Special meetings of 
the various shareholders would be called at 
once, but the chance of saving anything cut 
of the wreck was very remote. 

Brayton stood impassively. The game 
was absolutely in his own hands. There was 
no occasion for any hu r ry . He took his 
way leisurely in to the Ci ty and commenced 
operations. Ho was a buyer for cash. His 
broker was frank to the verge of rudeness. 

" M y dear fellow, you w i l l lose every 
penny," he 6aid. " W h a t on ear th J " 

"Never mind tha t , " Brayton said. " W h a t 
can you buy the shares for?" 

Wel l , certainly for sixpence each. Per­
haps less. 

"Then buy a l l you can. for cash and the 
account. I ' l l give you a cheque for £1,000 
now. Tha t should secure 40,000 of the or­
dinaries. Oh, I ' m not saying there is any­
t h i n g in Agricolas, but Agricolas may coun­
teract another t h i n g tha t I shall get 5 per 
cent, out of. I t ' s a pure spec, on my part , 
but I 've had a b i t of luck lately, and I ' m 
backing i t . " 

"Come in to a fortune?" the broker asked. 
" N o , I haven' t ," Brayton said crisply. 

" B u y a l l t ha t you can get for the amount. 
Good-bye." 

He strolled off auietlv. and natient.lv 

awaited his game. He had paTted w i t h s l i 
his available capi ta l , and in r e tu rn he 
possessed for ty thousand Agricola ordinary 
shares, w i t h a possibili ty of as many more. 
W i t h i n ten days he would have to find a 
further thousand pounds or carry over. B u t 
the carrying-over would be easy enough, as 
Brayton very well knew. W i t h i n ten days 
those shaiee would be standing a t a pre­
mium of at least five pounds, and he was 
pret ty certain io make half a mi l l ion of 
money. A couple of davs dr i f ted by, and 
Brayton was satisfied. There were no more 
Agricolae to be had. On Thursday morn­
ing they were asked for, on Thursday, at 
closing t ime, as much as eight shil l ings were 
bid . By midday on Fr iday the stock stood 
at par, and then the secret leaked out. 
Wheuce i t came nobody seemed to know or 
care. Syme's co-directors, harassed out of 
the i r lives, cabled to the mine asking per t i ­
nent questions of the i r engineer. His l i t t l e 
conspiracy had fa i l ed ; Syme's t ragic death 
had pricked the bubble, and i t behoved the 
engineer to save his face. He was shocked 
to find t ha t Syme had suppressed his code 
message, or perhaps Syme had not received 
i t . A t any rate, he begged to repeat his 
cable, and d i d so. The directors sighed 
w i t h relief. A t any rave, thei r holdings 
were i n t a c t ; the Agricola was a good th ing , 
and they prepared wi thout delay to cal l the 
shareholders together and te l l them so. 
The Ci ty rang w i t h the story. 

On the day of the extraordinary general 
meeting Agricolas stood at .£4 10s. Brayton 
turned in to the Cannon "Street Hote l w i th 
the easy mind and placid assurance of one 
who feels himself i n the possession of ha l f a 
mi l l ion of money. There were shareholders 
there who were not shareholders at al l . 
They had parted w i t h t r ^ i r holdings, and 
they came sadly curious to know how the 
swindle had been worked. Syme was dead 
and done w i t h , but assuredly he had had 
confederates who had engineered the 
swindle, and who was going to benefit by i t . 
Possibly the chairman of directors would, be 
able to t e l l them something. 

Bray ton glanced curiously around h i m . 
He began to wish that he had stayed away. 
Some of those faces were b r no means plea­
sant to look at. There was an o ld clergyman 
w i t h frayed coat and a collar evidently 
t r immed at the edges, a hal f -bl ind working-
man led by a l i t t l e g i r l . A n d there was a 
t a l l lady i n deep black w i t h two children 
by her side. A n d there was M r . Stannard 
w i t h a white , anxious face and a t w i t c h i n g 
of the lips tha t to ld i t s own tale. And 
last, there was Gertrude Mall ison, grey-
lipped and for lorn, w i t h an expression in 
her eyes tha t brought Bray ton to her side. 

" I — I d i d not expect to see you here," 
he stamnjered. " I sincerely hope " 

" O h , we are a l l i n the same boat," Ger­
trude smiled wis t fu l ly . " O n l y , don ' t say 
anyth ing t o M r . Stannard. He is heart­
broken about i t . Oh, yes, a l l my money. 
He says tha t he mu6t have been mad. You 
see, my father gave h im absolute discretion. 
A n d he meant t o make me vefry r ich— 

What was going on? Oh, yes, the chair­
man was speaking. B u t the chairman had 
very l i t t l e to say. He and his colleagues 
had not sold for various reasons. They had 
lost nothing. B u t they were quite prepared 
to pool their shares for the benefit of tho 
company generally. A t the huge premium 
at which the shares stood to-day, some­
th ing substantial, would be done to mit igate 
the distress. There had been some d i r t y , 
underhand work, and certain" people had 
benefited. Those people were strangers, 
and the chairman understood tha t one of 
them was i n the room at the moment. 
Perhaps he would l ike to say a few words 
I f not, then there was very l i t t l e to be said. 
Perhaps the Board of Trade 

" Y o u are a l luding to me," Brav ton said. 
" T o be quite frank, I ho-'d four-fifths of 
the shares. I bought them f i r very l i t t l e on 
exclusive informat ion. Youi engineer be­
trayed you, and the exclus've information 
dispatched for Syme's benefit came unex­
pectedly in to my hands. W h y I kept the 
informat ion to myself I need* not say. 1 
could not give i t to M r . Syme, because he 
had gone to his account elsewhere. Neither 
am I going to explain why I bought those 
shares. I f I had not done so sooneri or later, 
there would have been a rush on the part 
of the shrewd City speculator, and instead 
of one man to contend w i t h you would have 
had a hundred. As a matter of sheer busi­
ness my position i s unassailable. You can­
not touch me. B u t there is another way in 
which you can touch me and you have". I 
am touched by the appearance of certain 
people here. Their silence is more eloquent 
than words. I f 1 l ike to leave the room 
w i t h my hands i n my pockets I can do so, 
and no process, legal or otherwise, can stop 
me. B u t I am not going t o do i t : A n d I 
am not going to have my motive questioned 
either. C a l f i t a t a rdy repentance on my 
part , call i t what you l ike , say that . I d i d 
this to save you from, the City "sharks, say 1 
d i d i t because a lady shareholder i s a great 
fr iend of mine, and I wanted above a l l 
things to stand well i n her eyes. B u t I ' m 
going to give a l l those shares back to the 
people who sold them to me, and the price is 
exactly what I gave for • them. And—and 
that 's a l l . " 

The greatest fool in the Ci ty of London 
walked out in to Cannon Street feeling at 
pence w i t h a l l the world. A hand was la id 
on his shoulder. He turned Tound to meet 
Gertrude's eyes. 

" M y cab is here," she said. "Please get 
i n . 1 am going to take you as far as my 
flat. D i d you suppose that I was going to 
let you r u n off i n tha t fashion? Oh, I know 
something »ibout business. M v father was a 
business man, remember. We" shall be quite 
alone there. Please get i n . " 

Brayton obeyed mechanically enough. 
Bight, away to Kensington Gertrude kept 
her face averted from h i m . She said no 
word t i l l the fiat was reached. The tears 
were i n her eves s t i l l . 

" S i t down i n tha t chair ." she commanded 
" A n d te l l me everything. Every th ing , 
mind ' " 

Brayton t o l d the story. He omit ted 
nothing. I t seemed strange that he should 
be baring his soul to this g i r l i n so free a 
fashion. He spoke of his hopes and fears, 
of the artistic temperament, of his loathing 
for the Ci ty . 

" A n d there i t was, thrown at me, Miss 
Mall ison," he said. "Especially " 

"Ger t rude," the g i r l said. "Ca l l me Ger­
trude, please." 

" W e l l , Gertrude, da r l ing . I could bo 
r ich . Why should I consider other people? 
I — I could ask the g i r l I loVe to marry me 
without any chance of being called a for­
tune-hunter." 

"Is—is the g i r l r ich?" Gertrude whis­
pered. " I mean was she r ich this morning?" 

" W e l l , she wasn't," Brayton said. " B u t 
she is now, and I am poor, and there is an 
end of the matter . B u t , thank God, she 
knows my story now, and i f she thinks none 
the worse of me——" 

"Worse of you, Lawrence! Worse of you! 
Oh, the boy is clearly mad. Why , you acted 
splendidly. You acted as few people would 
have done. Y'ou gave everything back to 
those poor poople, you were going to give 
up the g i r l you loved so that W h a t 
nonsense, what delicious, romantic non­
sense ! A n d what does i t matter who has 
the money so long as i t belongs to one of 
the two?" 

" I — 1 don ' t know what you mean," Bray­
ton stammered. 

"Yes. you do , Lawrence. Look at me. 
Come here. Now put your arms round me 
like that—and kiss me. A n d I ' l l put my 
arms round you—like this—and I ' l l kiss 
you. Oh, my dearest boy, have not you 
seen for a long t ime tha t there was nobody 
but you? I thought tha t I should have to 
ask you. B u t now that you have given me 
back my fortune I must offer you something 
i n re turn . W e l l , I do, dear! Le t me hide 
my face on your breast and so 6ave 
my blushes " 

" I don ' t believe you're blushing a b i t , 
Gertrude." 

" W e l l , then, I ' m not. I ' m not a b i t 
ashamed of myself. Lawrence, what can I 
do for you?" 

He bent down and kissed her long and 
passionately. 

"Take me to the Wellesley to dinner to ­
n igh t , " he said. " W i t h you opposite me 
w i t h tha t love-light in your glorious eyes, 
even the art ist ic temperament would, have 
no more to ask for " 

T H E H O U S I N G P R O B L E M . 

M I N I S T E R ' S A N N O U N C E M E N T . 

Addressing his Glasgow constituents on 
the housing problem, Air . Wheatley (Minister 
of Health) said though unable us yet to 
announce the Government policy on the 
matter, the difficulties i u the way of solu­
t i o n d id not seem to h i m insurmountable. 
The problem was how to b r iug idle men in to 
touch w i h b u i l d i n g materials i n the face of 
ail army of people explo i t ing nat ional neces­
sities. I t m i g h t be possible to apply the 
principles of the Trades Faci l i t ies Ac t to 
i he work ing classes, thus enabling them to 
produce the necessaries of l i fe . Previous 
Governments had failed i n the task because 
they had applied wrong principles. They 
must t h i n k of houses i n mi l l ions . 

S E R V I C E P E N S I O N E R S ' C A S E S . 

M r . F . O. Roberts (the new Pensions 
Minis ter) had a message for Service pen­
sioners when,, he addressed the Pav i l ion Race­
course Brotherhood at Nor thampton. " I 
must not ," he said, " f o r more than one 
reason, at tempt to outline what is l i ke ly to 
be the policy of the Government. I can only 
assure you tha t so far as is humanly pos­
sible, and so far as I can personally devote 
myself to f raming regulations to meet such 
difficult cases, the fullest and most sympa­
thet ic action w i l l be taken. When fur ther 
consideration has been given to the matter , 
there w i l l be definite pronouncements made 
and proposals pu t forward fey the Govern­
ment to meet some of the cases which are 
undoubtedly deserving of a l i t t l e more 
generous treatment than h i ther to they have 
had." 

D E A T H O F S I R F . H O L L I N S . 

Sir F r ank Ho l l i n s , Bar t . , one of the fore­
most figures i n the cotton trade, who was 
chairman of Horrockses. Crewclson, and Co., 
L t d . , the famous cotton spinners and manu­
facturers, has died at B r i d g n o r t h . He was 
i n his eighty-first year. 

The business of Horrockses, Crewdson, 
and Co., which was formed by the amalga­
mat ion of three firms i n 1887, w&s sold i n 
1919 to the Amalgamated Cotton M i l l s Trust . 
The paid-up capital of the company was 
ij 1,200,000, and the purchase price paid 
by the t ru s t was £8,000,000. Sir F rank 
Hol l ins joined the board of the t rus t . " H o r ­
rockses " employ about 27,000 persons, and 
its m i l l s contain 8,000 looms, comprising 
450,000 spindles. The firm's long-cloth is 
known a l l over the wor ld . 

Sir F rank Hol l ins was created a baronet 
in 1907. He was president of the Lancashire 
County Cricket Club. 

A " M Y S T E R Y W O M A N . " 

" T h i s woman must be described as a mys­
tery woman, and I am afraid tha t she is 
contemplating a very serious cr ime." 

That statement was made by Police-
superintendent Davis, at Aldershot Police-
court, of Elizabeth l o u n g (29), who was 
charged w i t h wandering and not g i v i n g a 
good account of herself. The superintendent 
said letters found upon the woman showed 
that she had independent means, was mar­
ried, and came recently from Glasgow. U n t i l 
five or six days ago slie was employed as a 
domestic, servant i n Aidershot, but she dis­
appeared, and was missing u n t i l recently, 
when she was found asking for lodgings i n 
tho Aldershot streets. 

Accused was remanded for inquir ies . 

M I S C A R R I A G E O F J U S T I C E 
A V O I D E D . 

NOTES ON NEWS. 

A t the Tower Bridge (London) Police-
court , Edward Beiderman was accused of 
being drunk and disorderly. He said he 
worked an addi t ion sum, wrote a sentence, 
aud d id a l l the doctor asked h i m , finally 
being to ld tha t he was not drunk. The con­
stable in the case said he was not to ld t h a t 
the man had been seen by a doctor. , 

The magistrate sa id : There migh t have 
been a serious miscarriage of justice i n th i s 
case, and I cannot understand why I was 
not informed of the fact tha t th is man had 
been examined by a doctor who had certified 
that he was not d runk at the t ime of his 
examination, though suffering from the 
after effects of d r i n k . I t h i n k the police 
should see tha t the court is made cognisant 
of such facts i n future . ' 

The defendant was discharged. 

S T R A N G E C H U R C H S C E N E . 

While the Dean of Westminster was pro­
nouncing the Blessing at the new church of 
St. Matthew at Portsmouth, a man left the 
congregation and walked up 1o the chancel 
steps, where he took off his coat and en­
gaged i n loud prayer. He was removed to 
the vestry, where he claimed to be the 
prophet E l i j a h . 

F A L L O F C O L L I E R Y R O O F . 

Three tons of roof fe l l at Cwniainan Col­
l iery the other n igh t , k i l l i n g M a r k Ashman 
(40), married, and seriously i n j u r i n g John 
Wi l l i ams (35), married, and John Isaac 
Daniels, aged 16. The men were under the 
fa l l some hours, the discovery Being made 
by Daniels' father, who went to the ' level 
where the fa l l occurred because the boy had 
not arr ived home at his usual t ime. 

C O N V I C T I O N S Q U A S H E D . 

A Court o f Cr imina l Appeal quashed the 
convictions of Haro ld Malcolm Graham and 
Thomas Anderson, who, at Leeds, were 
found g u i l t y of u t t e r ing a forged share 
certificate, Graham being sentenced to seven 
y?ars and' Anderson to three years. 

The Lord Chief Justice said i t was un­
fortunate tha t by an accidental means i t 
was made abundantly clear to the j u r y , even 
before the t r i a l , t ha t there was a l i s t of con­
victions s-gainst one prisoner, while after­
wards evidence of convictions against both 
was given. 

The report of the inter-departmental 
committee appointed by M r . Bonar Law last 
year to examine the exist ing arrange­
ments for the grant of public assistance on 
account of sickness, unemployment aud 
desti tut ion has been issued as a Command 
Paper. 

A t Lambeth County Court Judge Parry 
awarded Ambrose Sanger, a newsagent, 
£200 damages and costs for injuries re­
ceived through being knocked down and 
run over by a motor gully-cleansing 
machine belongiug to the Lambeth Borough 
Council. ' 

A Gi lbe r t and Sul l ivan opera number 
asserts t ha t " a policeman's lot is not a 
happy one." Be tha t as i t may, there is 
every reason to believe tha t the lot of the 
Prime Minis te r of Great B r i t a i n is i n these 
days the very reverse of a bed of roses. M r . 
Ramsay MacDonald takes over a grave load 
of problems, not the least of these being the 
diminished respect paid to the B r i t i s h point 
of view on the Continent, pa r t i cu l a r ly i u 
France. Specifically B r i t i s h policy is laced 
A'i th a devastated Ruhr, dungen.us 
hooliganism i n the Palatinate, the Gallicisa 
l i on of the .Saar, and depreciated curren­
cies. A t home, widespread unemployment 
is s t i l l a saddening and disquie t ing fact, 
while the t rag ic inadequacy of housing ac­
commodation is a cont iuual threat to 
national health and well-being. I f the new 
Government, w i t h the help of the Liberals , 
effects a definite improvement i n any of 
these part iculars , i t w i l l evoke public g r a t i ­
tude. The difficulties are immense, but so 
are the opportunit ies. 

I he Publ i c and the S t r i k e . 
The public i n and around London have 

seemed to .be more deeply concerned about 
the ra i lway str ike thau w i t h the advent and 
composition of the new M i n i s t r y . Though 
the very extensive inconvenience and loss 
caused by the suspension of more than half 
our t r a i n faci l i t ies have been endured w i t h 
characteristic patience, the apparent good 
humour of this a t t i tude must not be mis­
understood. There lias been strong and 
general condemnation of the engiuemen who 
ran away from the signatures of their re­
presentatives on the Nat ional Wages Board, 
which was a nasty j o l t to some people's con­
fidence i n collective bargaining. Generally 
the in inc ipa l sufferers have been the rank 
and file of workers i n offices, factories, and 
shops, who al though no parties to the dis­
pute, unjus t ly enough had to bear the 
brunt of i t . One of the sorriest th ings 
about the unfortunate business is the publ ic 
quarrel between the two ra i lway unions— 
the charges, counter-charges and recr imina­
tions. T h i s . sort of t h i n g does trade 
unionism a great disservice. 

The E x p e r t s and G e r m a n Problems. 
The two Committees appointed by the 

Reparation Commission are now at gr ips 
w i t h the i r tough tasks, < though the newr 
regarding the i r deliberations is of a scanty 
description. As M r . Reginald McKenna is 
chairman of the Second Committee, the 
public may rest assured tha t a l l t ha t 
searching analysis and vigorous recom­
mendations can accomplish w i l l be done. 
This Committee has the du ty of i n q u i r i n g 
into the extent of German capital holdings 
i n foreign countries and the most pract ical 
means of b r i n g i n g these sums in to the con­
t r o l of the German Government, which 
migh t then use them for reparation pay­
ments. I t is stated tha t th is Committee 
w i l l devote i tself whole-heartedly to i ts task 
w i t h o u t consideration of the po l i t i ca l issues 
which m i g h t depend upon i ts findings. The 
first Committee has been considering the 
possibil i ty of the establishment of a Ger­
man bank for the issue df gold and notes, 
and thu ' r special d u t y is to deal w i t h the 
problems of German currency and the 
balancing of the Budget . 

Sidel ights on Min i s t er s . 
Some interest ing facts emerge f rom an 

analysis of the careers of the members of 
the Labour Admin i s t r a t ion . For instance, 
Nonconformity is wel l represented. M r . 
A r t h u r Henderson, the new Home Secretary, 
has been actively identified w i t h the Wes-
leyan Methodist Church for many years. 
M r . C. G. Amnion , Par l iamentary Secretary 
to the A d m i r a l t y , is a Wesleyan local 
preacher and Brotherhood advocate; and 
M r . J . J . Lawson, F inanc ia l Secretary to 
the W a r Office, is also a Wesleyan local 
preacher. For many years M r . A . V . Alex­
ander, Parl iamentary Secretary, Board of 
Trade, was a Bapt is t lay preacher, while 
M r . VV. L u n n , Par l iamentary Secretary, 
Overseas Trade Department, is a P r imi t i ve 
Methodist . M r . H . H . Slesser, K . C . , the 
Solicitor-General, is associated w i t h the I n ­
dust r ia l Chris t ian Fellowship and the 
Anglo-Cat holic Congress. A t the same 
t ime, i t is interest ing to bear i n mind tha t 
M r . A . Ponsonby, Under-Secretary for the 
Colonies, and younger son of General Sir 
I I . Ponsonby,' pr ivate secretary of Queen 
Victor ia , last year published an admir­
able anthology of Engl i sh diaries, and 
tha t M r . Pa t r i ck Hast ings , At torney-
General, is author of a four»act play. 

" B u n t y " A g a i n . 
One of the most welcome theatr ical re­

vivals tha t have taken place of late is tha t 
of " B u n t y Pul ls the Str ings ," at the 
Garr ick Theatre. For weeks after i ts first 
appearance a few years ago .the t i t l e of th i s 
play was in general use a* a synonym for 
the managing ways of a certain type of 
adroi t woman. The ac t ing is as excellent 
as ever. Miss Win i f r ed Moffat as " B u n t y , " 
and M r . Graham Moffat as "Tammas B i g -
gar," are fine pourtrayals of Scottish char­
acter. Once more the though t fu l 
Southerner is made to marvel at what 

appears to be the un fa i l i ng appeal of Scot­
t i sh customs and emotions, not to speak of 
the dialect and the cr inol ine, which dates 
this par t icu lar comedy. Another interest­
ing revival is t ha t of Barr ie 's " A l i c e Sit 
by the F i re , " at the Comedy Theatre, w i t h 
a strong last. , 

Commission of F i n e A r t s . 
I t is satisfactory to know tha t at 

long last a Commission of Fine A r t s for 
England dias been set up. This advisory 
body consists of L o r d Crawford and B a l -
carres, Lord Curzon, Sir Aston Webb, 
P.R.A. , Sir Reginald Blomfield, R .A. , Sir 
Edwin Lutyens, R .A. , M r . Al f red J . Gotch, 
M r . D . V . Cameron, R .A. , Sir George 
Frampton, R .A. , and M r . T . H . Marson. 
A l l these appointments are honorary ones. 
The new commission has no powers of com­
pulsion, and is purely advisory. L i t t l e or 
no imaginat ion is needed i n order to 
apprehend the nature of the services t ha t 
can be rendered by such an author i ta t ive 
body of experienced men of ar t i s t ic know­
ledge and taste, for i t is intended tha t a 
very wide meaning shall be read in to the 
words " F i n e A r t s . " The Government and 
municipal bodies h^ve now at cal l a perma­
nent standard of good taste i n respect to 
a l l the a r t s expressing public sentiments 
and public requirements. 
The Debt of Honour. 

Some facts which should be generally 
pondered were brought out i n a letter to the 
"T imes -" by Sir W i l l i a m Purchase,' Chair­
man, Nat ional Appointments Committee 
(Min i s t ry of Labour and Officers' Associa­
tion). Thei r record of endeavour from 1918 
to 1923 is as fo l lows: to t a l number of ex-
officers, etc., placed i n employment, 76,354; 
to t a l placed du r ing 1923, '5,316; average 
weekly placings d u r i n g 1923, 102. " U n ­
fortunately," says Sir W i l l i a m , "there s t i l l 
remain on the books 4,585 men, and the 
debt which the nation owes to them can 
only be honoured by the generous assistance 
of employers and the public generallv, and 
I earnestly ho]>e this may be for thcoming 
wi thout delay." I n spite of the depressed 
state of many businesses and industries, 
vacancies are already occurr ing, and i f only 
those who have the responsibil i ty of mak ing 
appointments w i l l remember tha t a var ie ty 
of talent and ab i l i t y is represented by the 
4,685 unemployed ex-officers on the register 
of the Appointments ' Committee, t h a t num­
ber w i l l rap id ly decrease. The address of 
this organisation is 324, Clement's I n n , 
8 t rand , London, W . C . 2. 

EPITOME OF NEWS. 

Douglas Barker , a schoolboy, was run over 
and k i l l ed bv a motor- lorrv i u West Hanip-
stead. 

Mr . J . L . Paton is resigning his post as 
H i g h Master of Manchester Grammar 
School. 

M r . E. Coombes, of Hale (Cheshire), a f t e r 
dancing w i t h his daughter, suddenly col 
lapsed and died. 

Penart l i M u t u a l B u i l d i n g Society has ?.c 
cepted a contract for the bu i ld ing of 44. 
houses at a cost of ,£20,4b.>. 

M r . P h i l i p Coley, late director of the Co 
operative Wholesale Society, died suddenly 
on his doorstep at Sunderland. 

M r . Francis Draper, a fr iend of Charier 
Dickens, has died at his residence 11 
Regent's Park, at the age of 92. 

The death is reported f rom Goeschenen ot 
Carl Senn, aged 91, a well-known mountain 
guide, and the oldest i n the Canton of U r i . 

The Rev. Dr . J . G. James, minis ter , Vic 
toria-road Congregational Church. South-
sea, died suddenly at Portsmouth, aged 87. 

As a consequence of heavy and continuous 
ra in fa l l , the Thames has been flooded at 
many places between Oxford and Tedding-
ton . 

M r . J . H . Thomas hns resigned the secre 
taryship of the National Lu ion of Rai l -
waymeu, on acceptance of a Secretaryship 
of State. 

The restoration of the memorial to Charles 
D i b d i n (the song wr i t e r ) i n St. M a r t i n s-
gardens, St. Pancras, London, has now been 
carried out. 

A man armed w i t h a rifle ran amok i n t i n 
Botanic Gardens i n Melbourne and ki l led 
two men and one woman aud wounded two 
other persons. 

A public b i l l i a r d saloon and 28 tables, to­
gether w i t h a f r u i t aad banana r ipening 
stores at Burton-on-Trent have been de­
stroyed by fire. 

The Rev. E . T . A'ernon, the newly 
appointed minister of Willesden Presby­
terian Church, has been gol l champion of 
Kinross for the past two years. 

The w r i t i n g table at which L o r d Morley 
sat when at work on his lives of Gladstone 
and Cobden was knocked down for t h i r t y 
guineas at the sale at Wimbledon. 

The Duchess of A t h o l l , M P . , and Lady 
Astor, M . P . , were among the speakers at a 
luncheon given to Mrs . Ke l logg , at the 
American Women's Club in London. 

U n t i l recently a director of LintToln Ci ty 
Football Club, George Doughty, newsagent 
of L inco ln , was fined £ 1 ' ' for using h i t 
premises for footbaij coupon be t t ing . 

When "the anniversary sermon on the 
death of General Gordon was preached at 
Sandriugham Church the offertory for the 
Gordon Boys' Home amounted to .£235. 

The H u l l t rawler Pretor ia has been sunk 
in a collision w i t h the t rawler Ellesmere in 
the Nor th Sea. The crew, nine in number, 
were rescued and transferred to the t rawler 
Jul iet . 

The Rev. W . P a r i Huws, minister of the 
Welsh Congregational Church. Dolgelly. 
and President of the Welsh Congregational 
Union has announced his in tent ion to retire 
i n June. 

Fo r ty thousand pounds damage was 
caused by fire which destroyed the main 
bu i ld ing at. the Co-operative Wholesale 
Society's paint , varnish and colour works ir. 
Rochdale. 

A t Wald , Canton of Zur ich , three ch i ld 
ren, while wa lk ing in a street, were burie" 
under a mass of snow which fe l l from the 
roof of a house. One was rescued, but Die 
two others were k i l l ed . 

The President and Directors of the Ren-
tenbank have informed the Ber l i n Govern­
ment that they object to fur ther payment i-
being made for the costs of the armies ol 
occupation on the Rhine. 

Re turn ing w i t h troops from the East, tlic 
transport Glengorm Castle landed most of 
the soldiers at Portsmouth instead of going 
on to Southampton, where there is" no bar 
rack accommodation. 

The roof of a house, together w i t h par t ot 
the house itself, at Bei i t ley, a coll iery v i l ­
lage near Doncaster, collapsed early the 
other morn ing . The occupants, who were i t 
bed, had narrow escapes. 

M r . Berkeley Crowe, land steward at 
Castle Estate, Bunerana. County Der ry . 
staggered in to his house the other nia-bt 
suffering from a shot wound. He died 
before his wife could fetch a doctor. • 

C y r i l Doutch, the well-known Guernsey 
footballer, on r e tu rn ing to Guerusev w i t h 
his bride of a month, was detained" on a 
charge of embezzlement. The sorrow-
stricken bride proceeded home alone. 

Af te r an illness las t ing two days. M r . 
John Jones, a noted centenarian, of P w l l h e l i , 
ha , died. Nine mouths ago the • inhabi tants 
of Pwl lhe l i presented h im w i t h a cheque Tor 
100 guineas to celebrate h is . 100th b i r thday 

The Government of the Indian Punjab 
has decided to take over from the Lahore 
M u n i c i p a l i t y the statue of L o r d Lawrence, 
the inscr ipt ion on which lias, for a year past, 
been made a g round for extremist ag i ta 
t i on . 

Divis ional Commisaire Faral ieq. of the 
French Police, la id a wreath on the Police 
War Memorial a t Scotland Yard on behalt 
of the members of the Paris Gendarmerie 
Ath le t i c Club, who are guests at Scotland 
Yard . 

" I have had a good r u n . I have done a l l 
the golf clubs about here,'' Benjamin H i l l s , 
a Mi tcham labourer, is alleged to have said 
when charged w i t h breaking in to the 
pavi l ion of Pollards H i l l Golf Club . Nor 
bury . 

Parl iamentary confirmation is being 
sought by the Aberdare and Mounta in Ash 
Urban Di s t r i c t Councils to the i r recent 
agreement to purchase the. disused Aber 
dare Canal. The sale- price is said to be 
A'2,339. 

The Soane Medallion and £150 for desi»n 
have been awarded to M r . John Scott Ke l -
sall , Eastbourne, and the Owen Jones 
Studentship of £100 for ornament aud 
coloured decoration to M r . J . H . Sexton. 
Battersea. 

A verdict .of " D e a t h from strychnine 
poisoning " was returned at the inquest on 
the body of Wal t e r Alder , of Winchmore 
H i l l , but the j u r y added tha t there was i n ­
sufficient evidence t o show how i t was 
administered. 

To the protest of the Coalvi l le Urban 
Council against the increased rent ot 
council houses, the M i n i s t r y of Heal th has 
replied tha t the decision of the t r i buna l is 
final. Some tenants have refused to pav 
the increase. 

The Convention between the B r i t i s h 
Empire and the Uni ted States pe rmi t t i ng 
the search, outside the three miles l i m i t ot 
vessels suspected o t in tend ing to infr inge 
the l iquor laws of the Uni ted States was 
signed at Washington. 

Ernest Ol iv ie r , a French subject, owner 
of the lost steamship E l Kahi ra , was com 
mi t t ed for t r i a l at London Mansion House 
on a charge of hav ing "aided and abetted " 
i n f a i l i n g to provide the vessel w i t h a 
wireless ins ta l la t ion . 

A t a meeting of the Central Asian Society 
Sir Maurice de Bunsen, the chairman, pre­
sented to L ieu t .-Colonel A . C. Yate, on be­
half of the members, a si lver bowl , ' su i tab ly 
inscribed, in appreciation of his services as 
hon. secretary sine? 1918. 
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T H E REAL 1 n M 
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•to k<-ep up, even when the 

•d. Basi l got on . the 
rentfy, as well a- the 

liways generously readv to _ 
tnd conscientiousness, had ra 

• a l a r y at the end of three! 
j f ive i i h im s l i g h i l y more i n t j 

Often Tonia had debatedl 
ahould t e l l h i m or n o t ; her I 
~i in rather foolish i f by an] 
so ne magazine or p l a y b i | 
happen to deduce the truth, 
no t . T . Wrav-Fa r r ingdon 
o e n t l y suggestive of Toni^C 
he never happened to read 
paragraph which bore more 
monv to the personality o f 

Tonia van throe years 
she had discovered t h a t long] 
three years seniori ty had seJ 
her anciem in her o w n eyesj 
thought about i t at a l l , attl 
portanoe to i t . A t twenty 
reven does not suggest senili 

- woman older than the 

o f 
1 

pu-

o n 

Sh 

la 

l i t 

* i 

cave a 

I t WPS s t i l l qui te eari l 
Teach,.i t l te l i t t l e boarding-f 

She went on to the l o n g , 
•cross which the sea wind i 
and lay down in a long v.icke 

She had got her hearts 
loved her. She never f o r i 
<doubtcd i t : he had a-ked 
him. he had trusted her Ion 
the story of h i* |KK>|»IO. and h 9 
that no act of disgrace had 
flight from Kngland. Trust 
• \ uonymous qualities w i th T | 
are v. i t h most women who caj 
t h o u g h u raced after the 
B J - I . . n fo ld ing h im with toil 
most clever women. Tonia 
r .ar i lv >inirle iu real i ty . Shel 
t i o u her ha|>piiic«>, she > i c i | 
it. The vaguest. sweetest 
t b i o u g h her mind , plans for 
her life wi th Basil . She w. 
l i t t l e smile what he would 
knew who she really wa». 
finitely glad for h i* sake tha| 
small assured income ••- -.<b-
f rom her plays. Basil 's d e e d 
home, his l ife in England, ha4 
«V><iucntly of the luxury and 

* had been his. She could ^r.ve 
i n the same proport ion, a c e i 
that same luxurv . 

I n h i* room Ha-.! was s tad 
open u . t i d o K ; the brief cmotM 
• I the s tat ion had l e f t h im. a / 
>. ions of a dull sense of n r i t a | 
\ i h a t , i n a moment of 
desperate longing for syinpai 
lone- Tied himself up for evT 
of whom he was foud. and H 
lo :c . l i e gave a drearv l a | 
been fooled once, and how he 
He turuod from the window 
Mgai , t'.e. began to u:»ee i l l a | 

After a l l . had he dene, 
th ing? He was all aloue. he I 
»pect of being able to go bona! 
j o home ci ther . I h e oW *e«aT 
augci swept over h im a» be 
people. No. he had cer tainly 
bti.-k t o be condoled with ovj 
and patted in to a state of aca) 
ireed. " 1 to ld vou so, now 
l i g h t -

That he should misjudge 
inevitable. O Brian's easy 
statement he had l « i n too iij 
prove, had done more i i - ieM 
than a l l Sandra's careless 
Basil his people's a t t i tude w a l 
i t had humil iated him to thai 
ha us after aril, he d e c i d e , h e l 
r igh t t h i n g . Touia was i d e a l 
been most awful ly kind to h n ] 
i s he remembered the unrc 
af her words. " W h e n did yaj 
you cared, too'- " With an" 
ture he ruffled up his hair, 
an impossible muddle—had 
rate. I t seemed a lnvst incoal 
year ago he had been dp a t l 
his career mapped out. the aaj 
arranged. A y e a r ago he h; 

. risively when Archie Cox, A 
fax son. had fallen i n love 
^ i r l . He had "rotted" 
pointed out what an ass he 
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