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= WorD WITH YOU.

gy STEVEN STENT.

a busy time during the late
variety of prophet un-
though mnot for profit.
miitary  prophets who, in the
of 1015, ertered into elaborate
about this wastage in the Ger-
and prophesied their reduction
thin a very few months.

ngue,

Ih(‘fe were
early days
raleusd I
nies,
?;milnuﬂﬂ;ctivcness w1
5 Exp OF THE TORLD.
T‘,’ nost persistent prophecy among cer-
}'he 1 htful people concerned the end of
tain thoug The prophetic Scriptures were
the ex-Kaiser was identified with
_and the speed.y' doom. of ;xll
; wortal was @ positive belief with
things I‘howgvet, abundance of money was
many. War Loan--many workers became
put ,ntAo italists in this use of their savings
small cdpﬁu‘mcial needs of the hour did not
—s0 theE‘.en the people who believed in the
S“KQ?' extinction of the maten'al world
imminent €5 Ty State on the principle, I
lent mone)t'_ the man Wwho will never wear
G“P{’;’;'i’ ,gnts ju case he meets with an ac-
patehed 13 has to  be undressed by
”d‘"“ 5! So with the investors who
stmn:ilet,et.here would be no to-morrow—ap-
tholugu they felt that the country should
{’,:“;{'boie reproach  when the great flame

destroyed the wqud.

gearched—
uti.(:hrlst

’

MOTHER SHIPTON. .
\when 1 was a boy the prophetic name to

e with was Mother Shipton. She
w,gj,;l,:i(‘; the end of the world—several
- {;]mL good sonl, she never said die. What

me was the fact that, as I was
she had prophesied that the day
would come when iron would float. Battle-

_  ships—then called ironclads—obligingly ~ ap-
ared to support her reputation. Fashions
change even 1m  prophecy. Roman augurs
were believed io be able to foretell the
future by studying the entrails of a fowl.
Mcdizval witches gazed into a bowl of
water, and said they saw therein the shadow

of coming events. For one, two, or three

guineas, clairvoyantes to-day will gaze into
a crystal aud tell the tale.

am]Te ssed
assured,

Now, something
uew has emerged—psycho-analysis, a highly-
o ntiic  and, I expect, highly expensive
w.v of determining the possible from the
ot ious. ’

Tue SIGNIFICANT RED LINE.

Ty wy way of thinking the end of the
werld hus happened several times in the his-
torv of mankind The literalists have mever
recugnised it, because the eky did mot roll
up like a seroll. Albeit, the great war drew
a significant red line across life’s ledger
Tho figures used in the emsuing account are
the same figures as have always been used,
but their values and their significance have
audergone alteration. A warm, human fac.
tcr bas cntered into economic calculations.
Perhaps the reason why many people have
sierlooked or misunderstood the change that
bas taken place is to be found in the fact
th:t it has been unaccompanied by the signs
ud portents they anticipated. As Sydney
Smith pointed out many years ago, ‘‘all
- gmt alterations in human affairs are pro-

uced by compromise.” 'Those who look for
such a positive difference as there is between
duy and night, are to be commiserated with

—and genily rebuked for their unscientifio
_ expectation. Even so, day passes gradually
Into night in this eclime.  There is no safe
“ Wternative to show growth and steady de-

velopment. Swift changes are only brought

sbout by earthquakes—occurrences no house-
bolder welcomes.

P

e v

BREsD-AND-BUTTER PROPHETS.

During the war there were certain bread-
aud-butter prophets—of whom I was one—
¥io prophesied that the peace would be fol-
lewed by a burst of trade prosperity, to be
fulowed by a period of depression, with its

olsequent unemployment. Capital seemed
o think there was no limit to profits, and
Liwur got the notion firmly fixed in its
bead that there were mo limits to the de-
taud it might make in wages. Prices
t td to an impossible level, in conse-

a5, and Capital and Labour woke up to

he fact that the public had no money
to purchase the high-priced
8. Our trouble is mot over-preduction,
@ut too low individual production at too
Bpich a price. The most important question
P! the day is the question of wages in rela-

wu to output.

HERE REscuE CoMES FROM.

Irade depression has stolen upon us
Mhawares, for the high noon of the pros-
T0Us tine has been much shorter than
5"1"" scemed to expect. Widespread uu-
'Ployment, with all its woes, is with us.
i: (.vovcrnment. planned to set up a Com-
Iefi?“.“f Inquiry to produce schemes for
quire 1_]“;8 immediate dlstx"ess, and to In.
Joyl‘nmlto the causes of this wave of unem-
Eﬂb‘m . To the public amazement, official
tho in:‘ l.‘ffusﬂjd to have anything to do with
B o 1f“IllX. In spite of the fact that it had
hou‘dpll;wng a demand that maintenance
ork ¢ found for the workers, whether in
R0 F Or out of work. What. I ask, can

for the workless, apart from the

abour do
“ployers or the Government?

4VIN6¢ THE SrTUATION.
qul.‘“bour'g refusal to co-operate in an in-
"”y designed to alleviate the results of un-
3"”ylllent' manifestly took the Govern-
b(‘c:xt aback. The situation might well have
fct tt}}lought to look desperate, but for the
wero tat many employers, even before steps
ey aken to constitute the imquiry, had
aboy working hard on a scheme to bring
3 general and permanent insurance

o
ﬁ:“}St-“nemPk’yment, not by the State,
ofivi.) industry itself. This is plain. While

4 Labour preferred to mark time, with

VIEW to aeting § i
iov in party interests, and the
i;s“‘fvfﬂment, su%ering a check, was feeling
was :_y]tO procedure, the employing class

ountarily seeking means to provide

aent cure for the comsequences of

une”‘Ployment.

H
E Prormgyg MANTLE.

If ¢ s
at th'he Prophet’s mantle dropped upon me
taing of Woment, I should eay that the cap-
Cause 1)) Industry well deserve their title, be-
. €Y are bent upon living up to it.

T

Mgy (,f“}»‘l:°thelfs were killed and ten other
fire, Jatre{l In an explosion, which followed

ml,ses in Nel;: X!S:rlzl(o“ Film Company’s pre-

ere w, ’

Yoy et about 30,000 victims of the
irros au?,ma'n earthquakes, and the Red

h““‘ﬂnds ooe ;:f‘:;: e:n appeal for help for’

Gug

. tween §
tntjt  Suga and Novgorod a
""a'\ ayﬂffk-b‘?nzlne exploded, destroying the

Wing 95 quy of 82 passengers,

Tailgy elsingfory telegram states fhat on the

| BRAINS AND THE WAR.

COMMISSION INVESTIGATES CLAIMS OF
INVENTORS.

Mr. Justice Sargant’s commission, which
is engaged in assessing the awards to hbe
made the brainy people who, by their in-
7entions, helped the Entente to win the
war, has issued its firet report. The commis-
sion has considered more than 1,000 claims,
at a cost of £6,434, and among the awards
already made are:— : £

! Gwynnes, Ltd., airplane engines ... 110,175

i

Hobson, Ltd., carburettors ... ... ... 85,031
Messrs., Marechall and  Hervieu, i
vosheds... ... ... o oo e e L 22,000
Sir  William . Tritton and Major
i Wilson, tanks ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 15,000
Mr. J. F. Buckingham, . incendiary
l_ tracer bullet ... ... ... ... ... .. .. 10,000
Major Hazelton, machine-gun  im-
} provements... ... ... v e e e .. 10,000
Captain W. O. Bentley, improved
aerial engines ... ... ... ... ... .. ,000
;Mr. J. H. Chadwiek, bomb-casting !
method ... ... .o o e e e e o 5,000
Commander Brock (executrix),
Brock bullet ... ... ... ... ... ... ... %5,000
Dr. E. Prassone and Major L.
Avorio, kite balloons... ... ... .. ... 4,500
Capt. W. S, Tucker, hot wire micro-
hone... ... vev ver vee e eer e ene e 4,000
Sopwith, Ltd., synchronising gear ... 3,930
Dr. Hele-Shaw, pneumatic clutch 8,000
Rear-Admiral E. Villiers, torpedo
net defence... ... ... cee e 2,230

*In addition to the Admiralty award of

£7,000.

The report states that some claimants,
particularly of the less educated class, have
contended that Government officials have,
wilfully or otherwise, claimed the credit of
the suggestions submitted.

Many of these inventors assumed that
they were the only persons who were apply-
ing their minds to the subject, and that
inything of a similar character which was
afterwards used or aliuded to in the DPress
was the result of their communications.

The fact that a communication was cour-
teously acknowledged was often
as a conclusive proof of the importance of
the communication.

to be unaware of the difference between a

mere suggestion and a definite prac‘tical
working appliance. !
The commissioners find that in almost

svery case there has been mo reason for the
suspicions, and in the remaining one or two
sases, though some suspicion might remain,
there is nothing which amounts to proof. In

many cases the applicant appeared to be
ronvinced that his claim was unfounded,
though there were others in which the

applicants were dissatisfied with the result,
and a few in which ‘they questioned the im-
partiality or competence of the tribunal.
Dr. Hele-Shaw stated to a “Daily
Graphic” representative that his invention
was wrongly described in the report. “It
was not a pneumatic but a hydraulic
olutch,” he saig. “I was engaged on a com-
mercial invention when great pressure was
ut on me by the Admiralty to find a satis-
factory submarine clutch. After about a
gear’s work I succeeded. The Admiralty
clainlned for me, and I am pleased with the
result.”

WOMEN ON THE BENCH.

MAGISTRATE ON THEIR VALUE IN
CHILDREN’S COURTS.

Mr. Clarke Hall, the London magistrate,
at a dinner at the Lyceum Club, expressed
the view that women magistrates in the
children’s court would be of very great as.
sistance to himself and his colleagues on the
Bench. The cause of true justice was going
to be greatly helped by the “presence of
women on the Bench. It was the child of a
delinquent who became the adult criminal,
and therefore their work in the children’s
court would be more valuable than any.

Mrs. Henry Fawcett referred to the kind-
pess and courtesy ehe had received from
every man upon Ke Bench on which shelsat.
She made a brief allusion to women jurors.
«1 think I perceive,” she said, “in some of
the less desirable sections of the Press a
soft of ‘stunt’ in the way of mocking at
these women, suggesting that they were not
living up to their principles, or were frivo-
lous in the interpretation of their duties.

“] do not think that is desirable at all.
I was very glad to hear one of the judges
say that women jurors had already justified
their existence and were doing most excel-
lent work.”

SHIPPING SUPREMACY.

AMERICAN INQUIRY: SLUMP FEARED
IN ENGLAND.

The United States Shipping Board is to
inquire into the deal by tEe late Mr. J. Pier-
pont Morgan in 1903 by which the Iuter-
national Mercantile Marine Company (an
American corporation) secured control of the
White Star and other Trans-Atlantic lines.
Britain then stipulated that the agreement
should end immediately the controlling in.
terest acted detrimentally to British trade
or shipping.

Senator Jones and other Americans now
allege that this stipulation has left America
a long way behind in the race for ehipping
sugrewacy. Hence the inquiry.

hipping affairs in England are appar-
ently bad and a slump is feared. The amount
of merchant tonnage building at the cnd of
September, 1920, according to the annual
summary published by Tloyd’s Register,
reached 3,731,098 tons, the highest figures on
record. The figures for the end of the year
are only 22,000 tons less; buvt the editors of
the Register consider that the small decrgase
may be the beginning of a serious decline.

M. Krassin, now in Stockholm, declines to
make any statement, and is conferring with
representatives of business firms.

The Duke of Conuaugkt has left Madras,
after a very successful visit, for Nagpur,
where he will enjoy a short rest.

An uneuccessful attempt was made to
break open a Paris post office safe contain-
ing) about 2,000, francs  (normally
£80,000).

The creation of an auxiliary Air Force
under the Territorial Force Associations is
still being considered by the Air Ministry,
but, said an official of tho Ministry, such a
scheme would not come into operation for
at leagt 12 montbs.

A jury which included five won.en at Lan-
caster Assizes awarded £150 damages to
James Hudson, a carriage proprietor, who
sued Fred Bainbridge, 58, married, for
damages for the loss of his daughter’s ser-
vices through Bainbridge seducing her.| -

construed

These inventors seemed.

RED TAﬁ’E IN EXCELSIS. i
5 v

NORTIAMPTONSHIRE RECTOR’S
STRANGE EXPERIENCE.

£1 1s. 2d. to the clerk to the Northampton-

shire County Council.
lollowing reply:—
Dear Sir,—

I am in reeeipt of your declaration and
of which
cheque:
£1 1s. only;k

K

forwarded:;

Kl

cheque, value £1 1s. 2d., both
are returned, pherewith, as tge
should be made payable for
the 2d. for postage being
separately.

i o
‘ \ b aya 3 :
The cheque, should ‘be made payable to,x" clined to accept representation on the pro-

the Northamptoushire County Council. -
rours faithfully,
II. A. Millington.

wait until he
the letter to tl‘le magistrates,

EJ <

WORK FOR THE WORKLESS. -

Canon Jephsﬁi says he proposes

MANY MEN
YARD SHORT TIME SCIHEME.

He has received the

now to
summoned, and to produce’

ENGAGED UNDER DOCE-"

The Government's short-time proposals for

relieving unemployment have come

force at- Devomport Dockyard.

inte

The first

antry on the pgy-roll consisted of 150 unem-

ployed, and each da

a similar number will

be entered, until about 2,000 are absorbed.-,

Four hundred and fifty unemployed were
“taken on”’ at Portsmouth Dockyard, and ai
additional hundred have entercd the Naval

Ordnance Depot.

In London, 99,169 men and 35,481 women
were registered” as unemployed on January
14, an increase of 6,401 men and 4,235 women

on the figures of the previous weck
tic servants onfthe list numbered 6,355.

CHANGEABLE LOVER-_

1
WIFE’S STORY OF A HONEYMOON
THAT FAILED.

Domes-

v

¥

ooa

How a dancipg teacher’s honeymoon ended

PENSION PROBLEMS :

HOW TO SOLVE THEM.

M
A i By AN EXPERT.
Having recc"dJ ahdemzmd for taxes and? y
sostage, Canont{ Jephson, rector of Ecton es .
!Northamptonshire), sent a cheque for: |The Duties of Citizenship — Officers’

Widows' Pensions: An Announcement
and a Reminder—Land Settlement in
Scotland— Fruitful Deliberations by the
Standing Joint Committee for Ex-Service
Men’'s Questions.

FREE ADVICE TO OUR READERS.

It is a thousand pities that Labour de-
posed Committee of Inquiry on Unemploy-
ment. Out of consideration for Labcura
wishes 1he Government widened what is
called “the terms of reference”—that is, the
scope of the inquiry. In refusmmg to co-
operate with the Labour Ministry Labour
has laid itself open to the suspicion that it
is in this instance actuated by party con-
siderations. What’s the use of any organi-
sation having its own committee of inquiry
when it has no power to act on the recom-
mendations that are formulated? That way
lies useless delay. Surely the manifest duty
of every body of citizens is to co-operate
with the Government in its efforts to miti-
gate unemployment and to consider the
causes that have led to the present uncm-
ployment.

L * *

Judging by an editorial note in the “New
Republic,” there has been considerable dis-
content among ex-Service men in the United
States. It states: “The Joint Committee
for Aid *o Disabled Veterans has made to

Congress recommendations which, if ac-
cepted, should go a long way to wipe out

the national scandal of the neglect of for-
mer soldiers. Of about 150,000 veterans en-
titled to vocational training ounly 60,000 are
receiving it; of a total of between 300,000
and 600,000 discharged with disabilities only
20,000 are now in hospital.”

, * * .

By Royal Warrant, dated December 30
1920, the ordinary pension, granted to the

in failure was @ described in the DRivorcef’| widows and children of officers and warrant
Court, when Mrs. Matilda Christian Cuths:| officers in the Army who died on or after
vert was grunted a decree mnisi on the |August 17, 1920, are increased to the follow-

ground that the marriage had mnever been

consummated.

During their-engagement, said Mrs. Cuth
was  very.
aftectionate
They spent ”
went,

bert, her husband, an actor,
changeable, sometimes being
and at other times indifferent.
the honeymoonj at Brighton, and he

away to Worthing in a couple of days.

In September;‘v 1915, he went to America.:

TRADE WITH RUSSIA PLAN.

Points in theidraft trade agreement be- "

tween Britain and Russia, the text of which

has been issued, are:—

Fach party to refrain from

hostile .

ing rates: Lieutenant or second-lieutenant,

£43, major-general, £150; lieut.-general,
£187 10s.; general, £225; field-marshal,
£300. The ordinary rate of compassionate

allowance for officers’ children will now be
£16 a year, irrespective of rank, and £25
if the children are motherless. The pension
for a warrant officers’ widow iz increased
from £20 to £30, and for children from £5
Y to £10 a 'year.

. » -

At/ention is drawn to the fact that dis-
abled officers and nurses who served during
the Great War, and widows and dependents
of deceased officers, can obtain advice under
| the regulations of the Ministry of Pensions
by applying to the “Officers’ Friend,” Minis-.

action or propaganda against (juch other—. tr{’vof Pensions, Cromwell House, London,
especially, sol far as the Soviet Govern- {SW. 1, or the “Officers’ Friend” at any
ment is coucgrned, in Asia Minor, Persia, | regional offices of the Ministry, Burton-
Afghanistan, ‘,‘Mfd India. court, Chelsea, S.W. 1; Newcastle.on-Tyne,
Undertaking is given that the Britis% Manchestes, Bristol, Leeds, Nottingham,
Government will not attach any gold, funds)’| Birmingham, Edinburgh, Dublin, Belfast,
securities, or ,commodities exported frow } or Cardiff.
Russia in payment for imports. é,‘ » » .
DR r;f' The Government has decided, subject to
- ‘o .| Parliamentary sanction, to provide further
FARROW'S CéSHlER SENTENCED: | ¢, 44 during the financial year, 1921.22, for
i . . the settlement of ex-Service men on the land
John Collins, Westcliff, a cashier = of 1) "geotland. The Scottish Office explains
Farrow’s BankX was sentenced to four

months’ imprisqument at the London Guild:-
stealin i,{:GOO 0s. 1d. belonging té

hall for
the bank, X

It was stated that he absconded from the
bank on December 10, and the following day

confessed that he had been
was £600 short in his cash.

ambling and
When arrested

he said: “It has all gone in horse.racing.”

Following th§ recognition of Miss D. M.\
Cam- :
hag .

at
Fildes

Wrinch as mathematics - lecturer
bridge University, Miss L. G.

been officially recognised as a lecturer m the

psychology dopﬂrtment.

Workmen uré; preparing the site, at the
K]

top of the steps ieading from St. Stephen

Porch to Westminster Hall for the memo-
rial to the members of both Houses of Par-

liament who fell in the war.

S ——

** For the Blood is the Life.”

Sufferers won

Eczema, Boils, Pimples
and Eruptions, Bad Legs,
Abscesses, Ulcers, Piles,
Glandular Swellings,
Rheumatism, Gout,

should realise that these complaints are
simply the symptoms of deep-rooted blood
impurities, and while outward applica-
tions may give temporary benelfit, they
can do ng mgqre, because they cannot get
below the surfice of the skin.

The One )Nay to Real Relief,

complete and ‘lasting, is to rid the blood
of the poisonous waste matter, the true
cause of such troubles. “Clarke’'s Blood
Mixture,” by reason of its remarkable
blood purifying properties, promptly
attacks, overcomes and finally expels the
umpurities, that’'s why % many lasting
recoveries stand to its credit. Pleasant to
take and harmless to Old and Young alike.

Of all
Chemists, dc.
3/- per bottle,
&z times dhe

** Evel
quantity 12/- ey

8lood Purifier.'

o

{

L

] pert,” care of Editor

that the money provided for this purpose
has proved to be insufficient, because the
number of applicants has been greater than
was anticipated, and the cost of all kinds
of buildings has enormously increased. 1In
order that as many applicants as possible
may sharo in the benefit of this further
provision, and to meet the demands for
| economy, it is essential to reduce materially
the average expenditure per holding. It will
therefore be mecessary to limit the size of
individual. holdings, and provide only the
finimum equipment. No applicant will be
eligible for the preference given to ex-Ser-
vice men unless his application has been re-
ceived by the DBoard of Agriculture for
Scotland on or before March 1, 1921.

* * L

The Standing Joint Committee for ex-
Service Questions continues to do wuseful
work. At the last meeting it was an-

nounced, in counection with a proposal to in-
crease the V.C. annuity in the case of men
incapacitated Ly age or infirmity, that au.
thority had been given for the maximum
annuity to be increased from £50 to £75 per
annum. It was also stated that the Govern-
ment were favourable to an incrcase in the
rate of the subsistence allowance to men at-
tending medical boards, subject to certain
conditions.

Our Pension FExpert is anxious to assist
sailors and soldiers and their wives and de-
endents in dealing with intricacies of the
War Pension System.

Address your queries to ‘‘Pensions Ex.
of this paper. All
essential facts should be stated as briefly as
possible, such uas name, number, rank, regi.
ment of soldier, name and rating of sailor,
articalars of families and separation al-

owance and (in inquiries coucerning civil
liabilitiesj pre-war or pre-enlistment in.
come, present or war income, and fuil la.

bilities. Do not send any documents, birth
certificates, or discharge papers, etec.

Will correspondents please make a point
of sending their regimental number, rank,
name, and regiment?

The Crown Prince ot Japan will make an
official visit to England in March.

Adolf von Hildebrand, the famous Ger-
man sculptor, has died at Munich, at the
age of 74.

Mr. Osmond Esmonde, suspected of being

|s Sinn Fein envoy, will not be allowed to

land in Australia.

A resolution “regarding with satisfaction
the placing of the Agricultural Bill on the
Statue Book, as giving statutery recogni-
tion to principles which farmers have long
demanded,” has been adopted by the coun-
cil of the National Farmer’s Union.

The ex-Empress Charlotte, widow of the
ill-fated Emperor Maximilian of Mexico ané
sister of the late Kiug Leopold, is suffering
from influenza.

A committee, with Lord Gorell as chair.
' man, bas been appointed by the Secretary
for Mines to manage the fund constituted

under the Mining Industry Act for the im.
provement of the sccial well-being of colliery
workers. = :

THE OUT-OF-WORK
PROBLEM.

LABOUR PARTY AND TRADE UNION
COMMITTEE’S REPORT.

REMEDY FOR UNEMPLOYMENT.

Proposals for dealing with the unemploy-
ment problem, contained in the report of a
joint committee of the Labour Party and the
Irade Union Congress,i will be discussed at
a special Labour Conference in London.

A weekly payment of 40s. Is proposed for
svery married person out-of work, and 25s. a
week to every unemployed singie man and
woman—without any time limit being im.
posed—and extra grants to {hose people with
dependents. It is also proposed that workers
on “short time" should have their wages
made up by the State to the above amounts.

The following is an outline of the remedy
put forward against unemployment,—

Universal 8hour Day.—A demand is made
for the immediate passage into law of a
Bill fixing the legal hours of work at a
maximum of 44 per week withont reduction
of wages, and drastically regulating over-
time to a minimum.

Withdrawal of Juvenile Labour.—Juvenile
workers should be withdrawn and provision
made for educational training. The raising
of school-leaving age in any area to be made
legal.

Tnobstructed Trade with Russia.—An im-
mediate resumption of trade with Russia
and of normal political relations.

Trade by Barter.—Credits must be pro-
vided to aesist the restoration of industry in
scveral European countries. Barter by Go-
vernments of stocks of surplus commodities.
Stabilisation of international  exchange
rates.

Reduction of Military Expenditure.—“We
insixt t{hat the Government shall release the
futile cxpenditure on armaments and muni-
tions for the subjugation of the peoples of
Mesopotamia and Ireland.”

SUBMARINE DISASTER.

FIFTY-SIX FEARED DROWNED IN KG5.

The Admiralty announce a terrible naval
disaster, which, it is understood, occurrec
during tests to ascertain the vulnerability
of big ships against submarines.

The news was contained in the following
officiul statement :—

“The Secretary of the Admiralty re-
grets to announce the loss of Submaring

K53, Commander John A. Gaimes, R.N.,
D.S.0., with all hands, on Thursday,.
January 20. at the approaches to the
Chaunel.  Full inquiry is being made at
to the probable cause. The relatives of
the officers and «rew have been in
formed.”

The K5 was ome of the super-type of eub
marines evolved during the war, and was

manned by six officers and 50 men. She
was built’ at Portemouth in 1916, had a

double huil, and was 338ft. long.

WILL GERMANY PAY?

BRITIsHI DELEGATEs OFF TO ALLIEL
CONFEREXCE.

Mr. Lloyd George -and Lord Curzon,
Foreign Secretary, have arrived in Paris for
the most important Allied Conference since
the Peace Treaty was signed.

The preduminating question to be decided
is how much Germany is to pay in repara-

tion for damage caused by the war. The
Treaty of Versailles doco not stipulate a
tixed sum for Germany to pay. This Con-

ference will decide whether the sum shall re-
main indetitiite or whether a bLill for a tixed
sum shall  be prescnted to Germany by
May 1.

Almost perfect weather prevailed for the
Prime Minister's Chanuel voyxage, “I hope,”
he said, “that the weather i1s a good omer
for the success of the Couference.” 4
The British delegation numbers about 36
persons, aund includes Sir Maurice Hankey

(Secretary to  the - Cabinet), Field-Marsha!
Sir H.  Wilson, representatives of the
Admiralty, Sir L. Worthington Evaus, Sir

H. Llewellyn Smith (Board of TradeY, Mr.
Kellaway (Overscas Trade), Lord Riddell,
Mr. Philip Kerr, and other members of the
Premier’s secretarial  staff,  Mr. Churchill,
who called on Mr. Llovd George on hie
arrival in Paris, will attend the couference
if mecescary.

AIRMAN'S DRUG HABIT.

OPEN VERDICT ON POISONED
VICTIM.

An open verdict was returned at the ad-
journed inquest on John Lawrence Hall, a
young airman, who, it was stated, was ad-
dicted to drug-taking and died of coma and
heart failure, due to morphine poisoning, at
the Imperial Hotel, Russell.square, on
Christmas Day.

Mr. Brumwell, a Euston-square , chemist,
said that Hall, giving the name of Jobn
Preston, came to him n May, 1918, produced
a prescription bearing the name of a Shef-
field doctor, and was eerved with morphine
tablets. On 65 subsequent occasions he sup-
plied Hall with the tablets, and on five oc-
casions with hypodermic eyringes.

BOY MISSING.

SEQUEL TO A COFFEE-SHOP MEETING. ‘
Mrs. Katherine Thick, staving at a Salva-

tion Army shelter in Hanbury-street, E.,

lost her two-year-old son, Jeremiah, under
mysterious circumstances.

A young woman met Mrs. Thick and Jere.
miah  at a coffee-shop in Shepherd-street,
Spitalfields, and took the little Loy out and :
bought him some sweets, a coat, a green
woollen hat, and a pair of boots,

Mrs. Thick thanked the woman for her
kindness and raised no objection to the chijld
accompanying his new-found friend for
another walk. They left the shop together,
and have not been seen or heard of since.

S

John Bubeer, of Brixham, who has jusg
celebrated his 101st birthday, is =aid to be
the omly survivor of the China war of 1842,
Miss Alice Taylor, whose arms were am-
putated after she was severely burned at a
Sunday-schoel concert fire at Leeds 30 years

ago, has died after a life of marty-dom. A
year ago £1,272 was subscribed for her bene.
fit. . : -



