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PROJECTED LOCAL RAILWAY
EXTENSION.

Il. -
THE TEES VALLEY PROPER.

The Pencil Mill, near Croukley, which
formerly gave employment to a few hands, is
now closed, the little industry baving been
kill.:l by the cost of carriage. The Cronkley
pencils were of excellent (uality, and vastly
superior to the hard gritty stones which are
now used in our schools. Under more favour-
able conditions as to carriage, the pencil
industry would probably revive, and not only
revive, but assuwe larger proportions. Widdy
Bank, a farm house which stands on the left
bank of the Tees above Cronkley, has derived
its name from the pencil mill, the stone from
which the pencils were made being called
widdy. In the estimation of the Teesdale
school-boy, the widdy pencil ranks in value
with the pocket knife and the marbles.

CAULDRON sSNOUT. =

The supporters of the Ambleside Railway
Bill contended that the projected extension
from Windermere to Ambleside wonld be a
areat boon to the working classes of Lanca-
shire, inasmuch as it would enable them to
visit the Lake District, [rom which they were
then practically excluded. Keswick and
Bassenthwaite are now accessible from the
North, and thousands of people from Tyneside
and Sunderland visit them every year. The
proposed extension would, it was said, render
the lakes easy of access from the South also,
and thus bring them within the reach of the
Lancashire people. The fine waterfall at High
Force, aud the beautiful cataract, for such it
really is, at Canidron Snout, attract, at present,
a considerable number of visitors to Upper
Teesdale, chiefly from the last Coast. Can
there be any doubt that a (/irougl line from
the East to the West, passing within a very
short distance of the Fall and the Cataract,
would be the means of largely increasing the
number of wvisitors ? We think not. The
presumption that the people of West Cumber-
land would avail themselves in large nnmbers
of the opportunity afforded by the new line for
seeing two natural objects so widely known as
the High Force and Cauldron Snout is a
reasounable one. We do not think, however,
that this presumption will be taken into account
by practical men, or, if taken inte account at
all, will be allowed to have much = weight.
They will attach much more importance to
the fact that the Lodge Gill lead mine is only
about two miles distant from Cauldron Suout,
aud pot half that distance from the route of
the proposed line. The Lodge Gill vein
yielded lead-ore in the I'yne-bottom liunestone.

The Force Burn and Green Burn mingle
their waters with the Tees above Lodge Gill,
without, however, adding much to the volome
of the river. Between the'poiuts of confluence,
the Whin Sill is visible in the bed of the river,
the Liead Measures having been entiring swept
away by denuding ageucies.

GREEN HURTH LEAD MINE.

Mining operations were at one time carried
ou by the London Lead Cowmpany in the
Green Burn, but they led to no useful results,
the Dun Fell vein, which erosses the DBurn,
and which was the objective of their trial,
being found to be unprofitable. The
uncertainty which attendsmetalliferous 1ining
is as we have already said, very great. Whilst
the London Company were spending ioney
freely and vainly in exploring the south
bank of the Tees, a local company. with little
capital, had the good fortune to strike a rich
lode on the north bank,which has yielded ore in
large quantities. Greenhurth mine promised to
continue rich for some time to comue. The vein
is said to bear well in the Whin Sill—a fact
which is of great importance, inasmuch as it
shows that thg deposit of ore is not one of those
* bellies " for which the Tees head and Tyne
head districts are so noted, but regular and
continuous, nat only in a vertical but also in a
longitudinal direction. The existence of such
a mine as Green Hurth, about midway between
Middleton-in-Teesdale and Alston, and almost
on the route of the proposed railway, could
not at the time fail to exercise considerable
influence over practical men. The ore was
conveyed at considerable cost to the Alston
railway station. The distance between the
mine aud the station is ten miles, and the road
over one hall of that distance is not good.
During the winter of 18856, commuuication by
weans of carts was for a considerable time
absolutely cut ofl by the snow, which blocked
the road over Yad Moss. This gives some idea
of the ontlandish character of the district.

THE TEES-SIDE MINKES,

Of all the tributaries of the Upper 'l'ees,
Crookburn is the oue best known, It consti-
tutes the boundary vetween the connties of
Durbam and Comberland. between the manors
of the Greenwich Hospital and Lord Barnard.
and also between *“u wanors of Lord
Hothfield and Cofonel Byng of that
day. In pre-reformation times it formed
a portion of the southern boundary
of the Manor of Priors Dale, which belonged
to the Priory of Hexham. The junction of the
Crookburn with the Tees is an interesting
veographical point. Here the connties of
York, Durham and Cumberland come together,
and Westmorland is not a mile distaut.  The
Metal Band Lead Mine is situated at the foot
of Crook Burn. It is an old wmine, having
been first opened by the Derwent Cowpany,
who put down a shaft into the Whin Sill. The
Tyne-bottom Limestone, Single Post, Cockle
shell, Scar, Five Yards, Three Yards and
Great Limestoue, with their associated sand-
stones and shales. basset in the immediate
neighbourhood. A short walk from Metal
Band toivards the source of the Tees brings
the traveller to the Lees.side wines, once the
seab of a considerable industry, but now almost
abandoned. An Alston gentleman is said ta
bave opened these miues, hrst by sinking a
shaft into the Whin Sill. in the Providence
Vein, and subsejquently by driving levels in
the vein. His efforts were rewarded by the
discovery of about 1,000 bings of lead ore, for
which he probably obtained a good price,

of various companies. was closed some years
@ago. We think that if the Teesdale aud Alston
line should ever be made, the Tees-side mines
would probably be re-opeoed.  The Hardshins
Mine is sitnated on the right bank of the Tees,
and only about 200 vurds above the Providence
shaft. The Lowlon Lead Cowpauy raised
sowe ore in the Havdshins Vein, bt probubly
uot suflicient tp pay expenses.  The vein s
indeed very poor.  The Lady's Vein is hall-a
wile above Hardshins, on the north-east hank
of the Tees. small gnantities ol ore have
heen obtaived from this vein in the Tyne
bottom Limestone, hut not suflicient, we think,

i} RARE BARGAINS IN

Make a point

ROBERT 0BD'S WINTER CLEARANCE SALE

First Day: Tuesday, January 6th, 1920.

ALL KINDS OF DRAPERY GOODS.
W A GOLDEN CHANCE TO SAVE MONEY.

High-class Millinery, Blouses, Furs, Costwmes, Skirts, Mackintosh and Raincoats,
and Fancy Goods of every description al Greatly Reduced Prices.
SPECIAL BARGAINS DAILY.

of Shopping Early and secure the plums.

BEARNARD CASTLE.

ROBERT ORD,

to remunerate the miners. It is at a point
near Lady's Vain mine that the route of the
new line would leave T'eesdale and pass into
Tynedale. But before closing eur account of
the former dale, it may be well to notice one
or two mines sitnated near Tees-head, which,
if they should ever be re-opened, would become
a senrce of revenne to the railway company.
Swathbeck mine is upwards of a mile above
Lady's Vein. It was at one time a profitable
concern. yielding excellent ore in the Great
Limestone.  T'he other strata, above and
below, have not, we believe, been tried, not-
withstanding that the counfiguration of the
land affords unusual facilities for the driving
of a level under the Four Fathom Limestone.
The ruins of the old inines are found still
nearer the source of the Tees, but thev are
not worthy of particular notice. The Trout
Beck mine derives its name frem a small
streaw which rises in Dun Iell, and joins the
Tees near the Tees-side mines. 1t is simp'y a
continnation of the Hardshius Mine. A worth
and south vein, which was cut by the mivers
at the distance of a mile from the Hardshins
level mouth, yiclded some ore. aud wight yield
more if epened out in a southerly direction.
A level draiven gonth in this vein to the foot of
the mounntain would cut the Nether Hurth,
east and west veins, and probably others
which have not yet been discovered,  Soch a
level, driven in the Whetstone bed, would not
entail a large expeuditure. 'l he Nether Hurth
veins have been worked fur upwards of a
century, at intervals, and havo yielded ore in
the Tynebottom limestone. Mining operations
on a small scale have been carried on in mauy
other places in the basiu of the Trout Beck,
but our space would not suflice for an accouunt
of them. Some of them micht be resumed if
areater facilities for the conve vance of ore and
mining materials were created. All the Trout
Beck mines, with . the exception of Over
Hurth, are within the distauce of two iles
from the ronte of the proposed line.  The old
mines in Maize Beck and . Stake Beck are
practically inaccessible for anyl other means
of transport than ponies. Whether, under aay
circnmstances,  they would prove to be
remunerative is a watter upon which we
express uo opinion.

BARNARD CASTLE
DISPENSARY.

The aunual meeting of the subseribers to
the Barnard Castle Dispensary was held ou
Thursday last, Mr M. .J. Dixon presiding.  Mr
R. 'T. Richardsown, the honorary secretary, read
the annval report. which was on the whole
satisfactory. though further subscriptions were
desired.
cases treated, the number 161 being in excess
of last year. He cwmpbasised the valuable
assistance he received from Nurse Dickin,
the Nursing Association’s nurse, the association
nursing all dispensary patients “free of cost,
the dispensary subscribing £10 to the funds
of the association for this purpose. Nurse
Dickin was formally thavked for her services.
The appointmeut of a dental surgeon was
discussed, and Mr Christie was to be asked to
fill the vacancy caused by My 1. P. Friend
leaving the town. It was again suggested
that a cottage hospital should be establisbed
at Barnard Castle when funds allowed. Dr.
Leishman was thanked for his work, and was
appointed medical attendant,

HALTING LOCAL FARMERS.

The South Durham and North Ridiog
County DBranch of the Farmers' Protection
Association couvened a meeting for two
o'cloek in the Music Hall, on Wednesday.
One large landed proprietor and at most a
dozen tenant farmers put in an appearance.
‘Councillor H, 3. Sutherlaud, Chairman of the
Association. and Mr P. B. Kent, County
Secretary, with Mr W, Dent, Naby View, the
local secretary, were in attendance. Other
engagements apparently occupying the
attention of the farmers of the district, it was
agreed to adjourn the meeting to a date vet to
be determined, when it was hoped the local
agricultural community would muster in large
numbers to hear important matters awaiting
discussion and action, wore especially the
urgent need for combination. In the
weantime it was not deemed advisable to
open the weeting.

NO PROFITEERING IN
REUDEL BATH SALTRATES

Quickest acting, most efficient and all-
round best means of quickly removing
RHEUMATIC or GOUTY ACHES,
SWELLINGS, STIFFNESS and
INFLAMMATION, or MUSCULAR
PAINS OF ANY KIND.

It was 1/9 " BEFORE the war.
It was 1/9 DURING the war.
It is 1/9 NOW.

We hope it will never have to be more than
19, The sales, thronghout the world, amount
to millions of packets annually, and it is only
this enormous and constantly inereasing
volume of production which has enabled us to
maintain the present extremely low selling
priee.

lu hall-pound packets at all ehemists.

Ginaranteed  sotisfactory, or money back
without n word. * Saltrates Ltd., 214, Grent

Portland Street, London, W. 1,

Dy, Leislimau read his report on the |-

BARNARD CAST LE_

SANITARY STEAM LAUNDRY.

PROPRIETOR - - A. STEELE.

Is the only Steam Laundry in Barnard Castle and District
HIGH-CLASS WORK IN ALL ITS BRANCHES. .
SPECIAL ATTENTION GIVEN TO HOUSEHOLD WORK.

Vans Collect and Deliver in Home District.
STFAM LAUNDRY WORKS: NEWGATE, BARNARD CASTLE.
CLARKSON HARKER'S SPACE.

LICE ON CATTLE.

Now that Cattle are being brought in the Lice nuisance will
shortly be prevalent. - These parasites multiply by the thousand
and have a harmful effect upon the condition of beasts.

APPLY BARIY

THE WELL TRIED AND RELIABLE REMEDY,

HARKER’'S LICE POWDER

Guaranteed to be three times stronger than Tobacco Powder.
In Packets, 2/-; Trial Size, 9d. ; only from

CLARKSON HARKER, M.P.S.,

24, HORSE MARKET, BARNARD CASTLE,

JT. T. MAR®UISS,

Practical Tailor. Hosier,
and General Draper. - -

WORSTEDS, FINGERINGS, AND ALLOA YARNS.
LARGE STOCK OF LADIES' HOSL TO CHOOSE FROM.

Agent for ]J. Crockett's Yorkshire Dye Works.
HOBRSE MARKET, BARNARD CASTLE.

W. SMITH & COMPANY,
Low Mill ]Egndry, Barnard Castle.

Manufacturers of RANGES, OVENS, GRATES, ete.
Sole Makers of the llﬂ’[‘-.\l?plla.\'t_i!i on an improved principle
atent).

OVENS alone if required, all fitted with Steel Bodies.
Also Glendinning and other various makes of Ranges.
PORTABLE BOILERS, with Steel Bodies, from 6 Gallons upwards,
will last three times as long as Portable Boilers with cast bodies.
Large Stock of SPOUTING always kept on hand.
Watering Troughs, Pallisading, Railing, Gates, cte.
Heating by Hot Water. Estimates given free.

. Baths, Lavatories, ete. -
WASHING AND WRINGING MACHINE MAKERS
We heep a large variety of Enamelled State Jambs,
Register Grates, Interiors, Shams, Tiles for Register
) Grates and Hearths.
Tile Slabs for Interiors always on hand, and we invite all
Contractors and users to call and see our Stock.

ESTIMATES GIVEN FOR ALL CLASSES OF IRON:WORK.
GIFI'S FOR YOUR OWN FOLKS OR YOUR FRIENDS,
FINE TONE GRAMAPHONI,
English Cabinet, High-class Motor, £6 &s. 0d.
HORNLESS MODEL. same price.
Other Models from £5 5s. 0d.

LATEST ISSUE IN RECORDS--

Zonophone and Colunbia,
Dances, Band and Orchestral Selections, Sougs

and Comics.
Special Christinas and Sacred Records, 8/-, 3/6 to 7/6,

“EVER-READY " TORCHES, POCKET LAMDS
AND HAND LAMPS, from 3/6 to 12/6.
Y lver-Ready " Batteries, Standard or Special Sizes,
1/-, 1/6, 2/-, 2/6.

ERNEST WATSON, Cycle Dealer, Barnard Castle

J. §. BOUSFIELD, |
|[J PHOLSTERER, : |
J COACH AND MOTOR TRIMMER,

Thorngata Miil, Barnard Castle,
Private Address—3, BaLloL STREET.

LURES RATS 70 DEATH.
CVERY _BITEC  KILLS,
THEY MUMMIFY AND
LEAVE NO SMELL.

YLD BY CHEMM

PHOTO
ENLARGEMENTS
Framed complete, 21/- and npwards.
Also FRAMING Promptly Execuoted,
H. SKIPPER, 12, Gawgars,

SOLYy By
1R. W. RAINE, Chemist, Middleton-in-
Teesdale.
MASON'S DRUG STORLES, Barnard Castle.
G. C, HARKER, Chemist, Barnard Castle.
J. T, KNOWLES, Chemist, Barnard Castle.

BARNARD CASBTLHE,

RAILWAY LANDSLIP NEAR
BROOMIELAW, \

LOCOMOTIVE PLOUGHS THROUGH MUp,
On Sunday morning, owing to alternatin,
keeu frost. soaking rain and high winds, aboy
twenty-five yards of ramilway in what is knowy
as * Bull Cotting,”
swall wayside station chiefly used by the Eay
of Strathmore and Kinghorne. became blocksj
by repeated falls of carth or puddle from tl
embankment. The 7-20 morning train frop
Barnard Castle to Darlington shot through th,
obstraction, but ¢covered the cogine with sumy:
:l.'].l(? return train from Darlington for Middletay,
in:Teesdale, however, became hopelessly
blocked, owing to more sloppy earth havig,
fallen in the meantime, Mr J. C. Valentin
chief engineer, arrived in a special, and N,
Lawrence, acting district superintendent, was
with Mr Richardson, Barnard Castle, divisiony
inspector of permanent ways, sooun on the Kot
A break-down gang from Darlington aly,
quickly arrived. Some idea may be formed g
the nature of the substance to be dealt wity
when it is stated that experts suggested th
bringing of a few waggons of ballast in orde
to “lift™ the puddle from the rails. A ligh
train was made up at Barnard Castle, with
which Mr Cooper, stationmaster, travelled
with a view of trausferring the passengers wh
were iu the train detained on the Winsty
side of the obstruction. It was, however, ng
used, for, a little after eleven o'clock, tm
vehicles and the engine were released from th
Darlingtoun train and sent on, the remmivin
vehicles fulluwin; later, and which includ
four milk vans for Penrith, which left at 1.4
The mishap, which aflected a single line ¢
rails only, was dealt with throughout in a meg
commendable and expeditions mannper, th
6-5 {l.:u. mail train being despatched as usy
to Darlington. There can be no doubt
the weather of the past few weeks has beeu
the most trying description for earthworks
all kinds, and it is needless to say that a sh
outlook is incumbent on railways in particular,

TEESDALE GUARDIANS.
OLD-AGE PENSIONS AND OUT-RELIES

My AL .J. Dixon, presiding at the usual mes
ing last Wednesday, said that as it wasth
first gathering of the vear, he had pleasure
wishing them all a very happy and prosperos
new year. He should like to impress upon the
the necessity of regular attendance. As th
were all aware they had many enemies in
couutry,. aud scveral people were ever tryiy
to find flaws in the work of the Board, so
was up to them to attend regularly
promptly, and thus carry out the work i
satisfactorily as possible.

THE LATE MR F. E, GIBSOXN,

Mr Dixon also feelingly referred to the desll
of an old friend in the person of Mr F.
Gibson. I'be deceased gentleman had bes
a very good guardian, and:- a most useh
moewber of the Assesswent Committee, §
moved that a vote of sympathy be sent to il
family.—The Doard concurred, all rising#
their feet.

MATTERS OF FINANCE.

Mr Hall said the paybill was higher ts
nsual, aud the Clerk remarked that several §
the parishes had not yet paid in their calld
* We are wanting money very badly,” add
Mr Bainbridge.—'The Chairman: What §
you do when these people do not pay up?
TheClerk : Weusually send them a peremplo
potice. It is not fair to those who do
regularly.—The Chairman: Send them
special peremptory notice, then.

OLD-AGE PENSIONERS.

The Clerk rcported the receipt frow i
Minister of Health of an amendment in i
Old Age DPensious Act — from Janus
2nd auybody being in receipt of out-de
relief would not be disqualified for the ps
ment of old-age pensions. It did not apply
inmates, except in cases where a person
receiving surgical or medieal treatment.—
Chairmau : We are all very glad to hear 5
better provision is being made for the old-
pensioners.

CONTRACTS,

The following tenders were accepted
Butcher's meat, Mr H. I. Youngs: flonr &
meal, Mr.J. T. Keartou ; coals, Mr W, H, Yor
boots aud shoes, aud clogs and clogging, Mr!
Thompson. The Board were asking fof
better girl's boot than previously.

COMING CONFERENCES AND OTHE!
ITEMS.

It was agrecd that Mr H. L. Fife apd ¥
Clerk attend a confercnce of Assessu®|
Committees of the North of England to
Leld at Newcastle on Javuary 30th, and Me
Fife, Hall, Hett and the Clerk were appoi¥
to attend another conference at Durbham.
the County Rating Committee, with a vie¥
baving uniformity of assessment for co®®
rating purposes.—The war bouus, as alr¢
in existence for the Board's officials, is @ °
coptinued for another six mumhs-’-‘
resolution from the Rugby Union, &
support for tbe expenses of the Educ*
Act, 1902, aud the cost of main roads .
a national charge, was ordered to lie o o
table.—The House (ommittees reported o
the inmates had had a very enjoy?
Christmas, and the thanks of the Guar®™
were extended to the mwany dovors who
gifts, and also to Mrs Wilson, for giving ,‘h
a free entertainment at the Vietoria Pic"]
Hall, There were 49 inmates, and 15 vagré®,
bad been relieved during the month, ag™
none for the corresponding period of last yo&

HUTTON MAGNA RAINFALD

The total raiufall
2990 inches, being 237 inches belo® °
average for the last 10 years. Rain fell £
176 days. The wettest month was Uct,
with 4 inches, the wettest day being Octo

12th, with 1’10 inch. The driest month ¥

September, with a fall of 083, June ?‘bﬂ
slightly higher with 0'87.  The year 191 i
the lowest rainfall record since 1911, whi
accounted for by the long drought of Sﬂﬂ"_‘,
and autumn.  The coldest day of the J

was February 5th, when 23 degrees of !
were registered. The -year has
exceptionally free from thunderstorms
as this district is concerned. —A, W.M.C.
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