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OUR SHORT STORY. 

UNMASKING AN IMPOSTOR. 

B Y E . N E W T O N - B U N G E Y . 

When Richard Foster came to London to 
take the newspaper w o r l d by storm, he had 
reckoned on uomg many smart things be­
cause of his remarkable sk i l l i n making up 
and mimicry . Given anyone a t a l l his own 
size and figure, Dick Foster, after a short 
study of tha t man, would appear as his 
absolute double in appearance, manners, 
speech, etc. Precisely how he was going to 
ut i l ise th i s ta lent he d i d not know, but he 
expected to find i t useful. 

A t this par t icular period, Afghanistan 
was p rov ing a thorn i n Great Br i t a in ' s side, 
and impor tan t negotiations were proceed­
i n g . Everyone was anxious to know the 
result , but L o r d M i l l v e r t o n , the Foreign 
Secretary, declined to divulge any informa­
t i o n and refused to be interviewed. 

A t once every journalis t ' s ambit ion was 
t o obtain an interview w i t h L o r d Mi l lve r -
t o n , and numerous efforts were made, but 
w i t h o u t success. 

D ick Foster threw himself heart and soul 
i n t o the problem, and thought out a da r ing 
scheme. He must find someone in t imate 
w i t h L o r d Mi l lve r ton and make a profound 
though rap id study of h i m . Tha t someone 
must be about his own height and figure. 

He hung about the House, the Foreign 
Office, L o r d Mil lver ton 'B club and private 
house, much to the detr iment of his l ine 
work , and a t last saw the man whose par t 
he intended to play. He was a M r . Con­
way, an under-secretary at one of the Gov­
ernment offices, and seemed to be on excel­
lent terms w i t h the Foreign Secretary, in­
asmuch as the two men addressed each 
other w i thou t any prefix, s imply " C o n w a y " 
and " M i l l v e r t o n . " 

Then Foster shadowed Conway a t every 
oppor tuni ty . He managed to chum up w i t h 
a man in Conway's office, and from h i m ob­
tained many" useful hints given i n a per­
fectly innocent manner in the course of con­
versation. Foster read up Conway i n 
"Who ' s W h o , " and probed in to his every­
day l i fe i n a manner t ha t would have done 
credi t to a detective. 

A t l ength he decided to test himself. He 
made up the image of Conway, and de­
par ted west. He knew t h a t Baker, the man 
m Conway's office whom he had chummed 
up w i t h , always went for a walk along the 
Embankment after lunch, and he t imed 
himself to meet his acquaintance. 

Presently Baker strolled along, and then 
bis glance rested on, as he thought , his 
c h i e f advancing towards h i m . Immediately 
he straightened up and s l igh t ly raised his 
ha t as D ick Foster passed h i m by. 

"Tha t ' s satisfactory, at any ra te ," Foster 
muttered. " W i l l i t stand to-morrow's test, 
or shall I spend the next few months in 
gaol—it 's one or the other ." 

A t ten o'clock on the fo l lowing morning 
he was i n Hyde Park in t ime to see his 
" d o u b l e " on his way to the office. Imme­
diately Dick , looking the image of Conway, 
walked quickly towards the latter 's house. 
Three times he raised his hat t o early r is ing 
ladies. 

" B y Jove!" he muttered uneasily. "Sup­
posing anybody wants t o t a lk to me. I 
shall have to be in a deuce of a h u r r y . " 

B u t nobody stopped h i m , and presently he 
walked calmly up t o the f ront door of M r . 
Conway's house, which, as he anticipated, 
was open. A footman bowed obsequiously. 

"Er—has a note com©* for 'me since 1 
l e f t f " Dick Foster asked in steady tones, 
despite the fact t ha t his heart was beating 
a t such a furious rate t ha t he could hear 
the rapid thump, thump, thump. 

" N o , sir , no note has been delivered, s i r . " 
" A l l r i g h t , thanks. I t doesn't matter 

much." 
He turned and walked down the steps, 

wondering vaguely whether the footman 
would j ump after h im or sjbout for the 
police. B u t neither of these events took 
place, and Dick walked away highly elated. 

" N o w for his lordship ," he muttered. 
There was a Cabinet meeting tha t morn­

i n g at which L o r d M i l l v e r t o n would be pre­
sent. Dick reckoned i t would last about 
two hours, bu t i t was nearer three before 
he walked by Downing Street for about the 
fifth t ime and was rewarded by seeing seve­
r a l cabs outside No. 11. 

Muster ing up a l l his nerve, he retraced 
his steps and watched the cabs coming out 
of Downing Street. A h ! there was L o r d 
M i l l v e r t o n in a taxi-cab. The moment 
had come—had he the pluck to go th rough 
w i t h i t? Yes, for i t was the chance, though 
a desperate one, of a l i fe t ime. 

He suddenly raised his umbrella. 
" E r — M i l l v e r t o n ! " he called. He had 

Conway's rather harsh tones h i t off to a 
nicety. Conway began most sentences w i t h 
" E r . " 

The chauffeur, seeing an immaculately 
clad gentleman thus fami l ia r ly addressing 
his fare, at once drew up at the kerb. 

" H u l l o , Conway, where are you go ing!" 
L o r d Mi l lve r ton asked. 

" W i t h you, i f you're going west." 
" G o o d ! I ' m going hone. Where shall I 

d rop yon?" 
"Onslow Gardens." 
L o r d Mi l lve r ton produced a large scale 

map of Afghanistan from his pocket, and, 
spreading i t on his knees, began to study i t 
' ^tently. Then L o r d M i l l v e r t o n die! exactly 

» ' « o t Dick hoped he would do. 
y ^ X b e r e i t i s , " he said, t a k i n g a piece of 

I £Z\ from his pocket and l i g h t l y t rac ing a 
J k " B y the end of the week " i t w i l l be 

B r i t i s h property. W e have come out of i t 
excel lent ly; I really thought at one t ime 
t h a t we should have to fight, as you know." 

"Er—yes, i t seemed h igh ly probable," re­
pl ied Dick . 

L o r d Mi l lve r ton went on to refer i n detail 
t o the agreement w i t h t l ie Ameer, and to ld 
D i c k a great deal tha t would be news to the 
publ ic . 

Dick Foster was glad the cab was draw­
i n g near to Onslow Gardens. 

H e extended his hand, and then wi thdrew 
•it as he saw an odd expression on Lord 
Mi l lver ton ' s face. 

" M y dear s i r ," remarked the Foreign 
Secretary, " y o u have amused me consider­
ably d u r i n g the dr ive , bu t I see no reason 
now why I should not hand you over t o the 
police." 

"Y-y -you know?" gasped Dick . 
"Sure ly you do not t h ink you had deluded 

me?" inquired L o r d IB i l lver ton . " N o w , 
which is i t . the Press or a feftt" 

" T h e Press," muttered L i c k in dejected 
tones. 

" I thought so. You make an excellent 
s tudy of my fr iend, M r . Conway, bu t you 
failed to observe tha t the l i t t l e finger on his 
r i g h t hand is missing." 

" T h e dickens!" gasped D i c k . 
" I had several schemes for punishing you, 

b u t the cruellest I ' l l save you f rom. I was 
go ing to let you go away w i t h a rubbishy 
story which you would pu t i n your paper, 
and in two days you would be the laughing­
stock of the newspaper w o r l d . " 

The car was stopped by a traffic block at 
th i s moment, and a desperate idea came to 
Dick . 

" T h e y ' l l be into u s ! " shouted Pick , point­
ing to the window beside the Foreign Secre­
ta ry . 

Tha t gentleman turned and stared. I n a 
second D i r k opened the door beside h im and 
sprang out into the traffic which was jus t on 
the move. 

" S o i r y I can't stop, old hoy," he cried, 
and dived under a horse's head, gained the 
pavement, and vanished down a side street. 
I n the t ime Lord Mil lver ton ' s taxi-cab was 
allowed t o stop no trace of the bogus M r . 
Conway was to be found. 

"Tha t ' s a smart chap." murmured Lord 
Mi l lve r ton as the taxi-cab ran oa. " B y 

Tove! How lucky I noticed his hand, or else 
his paper would have had everything in i t 
to-morrow. I must see Conway and te l l 
h i m . " 

B u t he was at the House u n t i l nearly nine 
o'clock, and from thenoe he returned home 
wi thout ca r ry ing out his in tent ion. 

" I ' l l see Conway to-morrow," he said to 
himself. 

Before he had been i n five minuter , how­
ever, t i e but ler entered the room. 

" M r . Conway, s i r ," he said. 
"Send h im i n . " 
A few seconds later his vis i tor entered, a 

frown on his face. 
" E r — M i l l v e r t o n , " he said, " f o u r different 

people have to ld me tha t they saw me d r i v ­
ing i n a taxi-cab w i t h you to-day, and when 
I denied i t they looked at me as" much as to 
sav—er—' vou ba l ly l i a r ! ' What ' s i t mean, 
M i l l v e r t o n ? " 

" I certainly drove w i t h a man I could not 
hate to ld from you," replied L o r d Mi l lve r -
tofi. " H e was an up-to-date Pressman, made 
np exactly l i ke you, ta lked l i ke you, be­
haved l ike you " 

" W e l l , I t o l d th is chap al l about the 
Afghan affair and actually marked off the 
boundary on a map he carried. I t was only 
at the very last minute tha t I suddenly 
noticed his r i g h t hand." 

The Foreign Secretary glanced quickly at 
the empty l i t t l e finger of his companion's 
r i g h t glove. 

" A n d you saw he'd got a l l his fingers?" 
"Yes ," replied L o r d Mi l lve r ton . " B u t for 

tha t he would have got away as clean as a 
whistle w i t h a l l the news. As soon as I saw 
he was an impostor I pretended tha t I had 
known a l l the t ime and had merely been 
g u l l i n g h i m . " 

"Where is he? B y j i n g o ! I'll—er—horse­
whip h im, I ' l l " 

"You 've got to find h i m first," murmured 
Lord Mi l lve r ton ca lmly. " F a c t is, the 
beggar slipped out d u r i n g a traffic block and 
got away. 

" E r — b u t what paper d i d he represent?" 
" D i d n ' t have t ime to ask h i m . B u t rest 

contented, Conway, he's had too b i g a f r i gh t 
to at tempt the game again." 

" H o w do you know? Perhaps he's at 
home now; perhaps my wife Oh, good 
L o r d ! " 

A second later L o r d Mi l lve r ton was alone. 
He lay back in his chair and laughed. 

"Poor Conway," he murmured, "he's 
taken i t badly." 

He would not have laughed had he seen 
"poor old Conway" j u m p in to a taxi-cab, 
after saying: 

" ' M o r n i n g T r u m p e t ' office. Fleet Street. 
Dr ive l ike the deuce." 

Inside the cab Dick Foster pulled a flask 
from his pocket and drank. 

"Tha t ' s better," he muttered w i t h a sigh 
of relief. " I believe I should have fainted 
i f I hadn' t had i t . I ' m glad i t struck me he 
couldn ' t have seen my hand this morn ing 
u n t i l I proposed to go." 

He pulled his r i g h t glove off and released 
an aching l i t t l e finger t h a t had been doubled 
up on to the palm. 

Next morning as L o r d Mi l lve r ton was 
about to open the "Times ," M r . Conway was 
announced. 

"E r—morn ing , Mi l l ve r ton . I want to 
clear up a mysterv. I ' m to ld t ha t I was 
d r i v i n g w i t h you i n a taxi-cab yesterday." 

" M y dear chap, I explained tha t to you 
last n igh t , " cr ied L o r d Mi l l ve r ton . 

" L a s t n i g h t ! " repeated M r . Conway in 
bewilderment. " W h y , my wife and I were 
at the opera." 

"You—were—at—the—opera?" gasped the 
Foreign Secretary, his face suddenly very 
red. 

"Cer ta in ly I was." 
"The papers! The papers!" L o r d M i l l ­

verton began to t u r n the morning papers 
over, casting aside the penny ones as being 
out of the question, and then his gaze fell 
on the " M o r n i n g T r u m p e t ' s " huge head­
lines :— 

T H E T R U T H A B O U T A F G H A N I S T A N . 

L O R D M I L L V E R T O N E X P L A I N S TO T H E 
" M O R N I N G T R U M P E T . " 

S P L E N D I D B R I T I S H E N T E R P R I S E . 
Then followed a statement t ha t ' the 

" T r u m p e t " man had been accorded two 
interviews w i t h the Foreign Secretary, and 
f u l l details were given of the agreement. 

There was also a map showing the area i n 
question. Appended to i t were these words: 

"The boundary line was graciously 
marked on our map by Lord MUlve i ton 
himself." 
I t was the last straw. 
" W h y i sn ' t tha t chap a M i n i s t e r ? " the 

Foreign Secretary muttered weakly. Then 
he commenced to put his visi tor th rough a 
catechism, and, having satisfied himself t ha t 
he really was Conway, he began explana­
tions. 

Dick Foster is on the h i g h road to suc­
cess now. The da r ing " c o u p " made-h im. 

" A n y in te l l igent man m i g h t have thought 
of the first in terview," his editor said, " b u t 
only a genius would have thought of the 
second, and only one genius i n a thousand 
would have had the pluck to carry i t 
th rough." 

CLUB WINDOW. 

THE PASSING OF THE PIGTAIL 
One of the acts of the Republio i n China 

has been to pass an edict a l lowing China­
men to cut off thei r p igta i ls , and adopt 
European methods of dressing their hair . 

I f t r ad i t ion speaks t r u l y , the "queue" has 
been a feature of Chinese fashion for some 
two and a half centuries. Previous to this , 
the Chinese wore their hair i n the same style 
as Western folk, but when, in the war w i t h 
Tar ta ry , the Chinese got the worst of i t , and 
a Tar ta r emperor came to the throne, the 
oonquerer resolved to humble the pride of 
the conquered by making them "dress their 
h a i r " i n the same manner as he himself d id 
—viz . , shave i t a l l off, except for a single 
t u f t on the crown. As t ime went by, the 
unpleasant way in which the fashion had 
been set was no more remembered; and the 
aim of the Chinese dandy was to coax his 
single t u f t to grow in to as long, and th ick , 
black and glossy a t a i l as m i g h t be.' 

The working-class Chinaman had to make 
i t a practice to tw i s t up his " t a i l " i n a 
kno t while fol lowing his occupation, to keep 
i t from ge t t ing in the way; but the rules of 
respect demanded tha t he should always let 
i t down when speaking to his superior. No 
Christ ian convert, we are to ld , would dream 
of entering a church w i t h his p ig t a i l twisted 
up. 

m 
Canon Ernest Moral] Blackie, rector of St. 

Paul's, Edinburgh, and hon. canon of St. 
Mary 's Cathedral, Edinburgh, has »liren ap­
pointed vicar of Windsor, : ; i succession to the 
Rev. J . H . Ell ison, the new rector of St. 
Michael's, Cornhi i l . 

President Wilson has appointed )>r. Henry 
Vandyke as Uni ted States Minis ter to the 
Netherlands and Luxemburg, and M r . Oscar 
as Minis ter to Bol ivia . 

A rhubarb stick reaching the great height 
of 8f t . 9 in . and measuring lOin. round the 
stalk has been grown by a gardener named 
Boughtou, of Wal tham. near Canterbury. 
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Sir Thomas L i p t o n , on the last occasion 
on which he competed for the American 
Cup, received many remarkable mascots, 
which he now preserves i n his "Shamrock 
Museum." One g i f t was a broom, which 
was to be carried on the Shamrock for luck, 
and mastheaded after she had won the Cup. 
Another admirer sent h i m two rabbit 's ears, 
neatly mounted. I n his let ter the sender 
said i t was a mistaken idea tha t rabbi t ' s 
hindfeet were lucky. "They are hoodoo," 
he sa id; " t h e ears always go ahead of the 
feet." Horseshoes were received by the 
dozen. There were large ones and small 
ones, and some that had seen much service. 
A da in ty r i n g was sent by a man who said 
i t was made out of a horseshoe nai l . A 
stick tha t Sir Thomas prizes very much w a s 
presented by 900 sailors. From Rothesay 
was sent a bunch of white heather, while 
livestock, inc luding three dogs, also came to 
hand. The late K i n g Edward was much in­
terested i n Sir Thomas's mascots. 

* * * 
Although l i t t l e known i n this country, 

M r . Wal te r Hines Page, the American A m ­
bassador, has been termed on the other side 
of the At l an t i c , " O u r public in s t i t u t ion . " 
His extreme kindliness is, perhaps, M r . 
Page's most marked characteristic. I n 
l i t e ra ry and publishing circles i n the States 
he is known as " the most tac t fu l and acute 
le t ter-wri ter in American journal i sm." Of 
h im 0 . Henry , the popular novelist, once 
wro te : " M r . Wal te r Page can wr i te a let ter 
declining a contr ibut ion w i t h thanks and 
word i t so sweetly t ha t the recipient can 
take i t to a bank and raise money on i t as 
evidence of money to come." 

* * # 
L o r d Carnwath is one of the sailor peers. 

His fondness for the sea led h im to jo in the 
merchant service, and he was four th officer 
on a P. and O. boat. To his brother officers 
and the passengers he used to be known, not 
as L o r d Dalzell (his courtesy t i t l e ) , bu t as 
M r . Ronald A r t h u r Dalzell . Succeeding to 
tho earldom i n 1910, he marr ied the same 
year, and his next heir is at present his 
uncle, the Hon . A r t h u r Dalzell , once inspec­
tor of gymnasia in Ind ia . 

* * ,* 
A characteristic incident of L o r d Charles 

Beresford is related concerning his early 
career in the Navy. Many years ago, when 
he was a middy in the Marlborough, there 
was a ship's corporal—a b i g bu l l y ing fellow 
—whose du ty i t was to waken the l i t t l e 
middies every morning. On one occasion he 
d i d this so roughly as to completely over­
t u r n young Beresford's hammock and to up­
set h im. The boy sprang to his feet. " N o w 
look here," he said, "you ' re a b ig chap, and 
you can box a b i t , and so you th ink you're 
cock of the walk i n this ship. Very wel l , 
you come up on deck—no one's about—and 
we ' l l have i t out, and settle once for a l l who 
really is cock of th is 6hip." So up on deck 
walked the b ig bu l ly , practical ly a f u l l -
grown man, and the l i t t l e middy, and set 
to. Those who witnessed the f ight declare 
they never saw a better one in their lives, 
bu t the corporal was no more cock of the 
walk on the Marlborough. * * • 

The methods of famous dramatists are 
always interesting, and Sir A r t h u r Pinero's 
are perhaps unique, for he works backwards 
—that is, he starts w i t h his final scene and 
cur ta in , and then works back to the open­
i n g . Sir A r t h u r has ever shunned personal 
publ ic i ty , and resolutely refuses to be inter­
viewed—at least, about himself. Neverthe­
less, he has had much publ ic i ty th rus t upon 
h i m , for his prominent eyebrows and str ik­
i n g features make h im a favourite subject 
w i t h the caricaturists. Or ig ina l ly a "gene­
r a l u t i l i t y " actor on a salary of £ \ a week, 
he scored his first b ig success as a play­
w r i g h t w i t h "The Magistrate ." 

* » • 
D u r i n g their 300 years' rule of Russia 

the Romanoffs—the re igning family—have 
never been assigned a stated income. The 
Czars have always been allowed to take what 
they l ike f rom the Imper ia l Treasury. A t 
present the Civ i l L i s t for the whole of the 
Imper ia l family stands at £1,600,000 a year; 
but this figure, having been fixed by the 
Czar himself, could be increased i f he so de­
sired wi thout any formalit ies. He has, 
moreover, vast pr ivate resources, his 
Siberian properties alone b r i ng ing i n an 
annual revenue of £\,500,000. 

* • • 
A n amusing story which shows the value 

of the passport system comes from Russia. 
Prince Metchersky, who is a journal is t by 
profession, was commissioned by the Czar to 
investigate certain agrarian troubles. The 
Prince went to Roumania and there ob­
tained one of the permits necessary for 
t ak ing livestock across the frontier. Then 
he went to a Russian frontier post and pre­
sented the document to the official as his 
war ran t t o pass. The official could read 
but l i t t l e i n Russian, and knew no Rouma­
nian, but the b ig document, w i t h coat of 
arms and seal, great ly impressed h i m , and 
he cheerfully put the "Russian official stamp 
on i t . H i s investigations ended, the Prince 
went back to Moscow, and at the first 
oppor tuni ty presented the passport t o the 
governor, saying: " W i t h this document I 
entered Russia, and travelled about for five 
months, yet you must admi t tha t the de­
scription of me is scarcely correct or flatter­
i n g . The amazed governor read tha t the 
Prince was "one black sow, f u l l grown, w i t h 
one ear pa r t ly t o rn away." 

* * * 
The Ea r l of Mexborough is a Buddhis t by 

belief. He has travelled much, w r i t t e n books 
and pamphlets which include translations 
from the classics, and is a prime author i ty 
on I t a l i a n l i tera ture . Ho has Been married 
twice, and the present Lady Mexborough is 
by b i r t h an I t a l i a n . L o r d Mexborough's 
chief amusements are reading and garden­
ing , and his largo income is mostly derived 
from coal-mining properties i n Yorkshire. 
Methley Park, the family place, is a fine 
house, but too near tho smoke of Leeds, and 
L o r d and Lady Mexborough spend most of 
their t ime either abroad, i n London, or at 
Cannizaro on Wimbledon Common. 

» * • 
L o r d Chesham, who is only nineteen, 

draws an immense income from ground rents 
in Piccadil ly. His estate includes the free­
hold on which is bu i l t B u r l i n g t o n House, 
the home of the Royal Academy. This was 
once the residence of an ancestor of his, a 
son of the four th Duke of Devonshire, who 
became Ear l of Bur l i ng ton and L o r d Caven­
dish i n 1831. Young Lord Chesham suc­
ceeded his father in 1907, and his mother 
(who re-married and became Lady Beatrice 
Moncrieffe) died i n 1911. He is a cousin of 
the Duke of Westminster. The fami ly house 
a t Chesham, i n Buckinghamshire, is noted 
for i ts fine in la id tables, on one of which 
stands an immense Dutch fami ly Bible—a 
relic brought back from the w a r by the late 
L o r d Chesham. Near tho house in the park 
is a Roman v i l l a which dates from the 
second century. . 

* • • 
M r . Joseph Choate, President of the 

American P i lgr ims , was at one t ime, of 
course, American Ambassador i n this coun­
t r y . He says he w a s amused at the rules in 
certain London clubs, and he tells a story 
of four London clubmen who were caught 
by the veteran waiter gambling i n the club, 
a serious offence against the rules. " W c are 
only having a quiet game, Joseph," pro­
tested one of the offenders. " Y o u know the 
rulo, 6 i r , " replied the waiter. " B u t , afteT 
a l l , " remarked ono of the others, " I d o n ' t 
suppose this is the first t ime you have seen 
the rules of the club broken." " S i r , " said 
Joseph, " I have been i n the club for twenty-
seven years, and I have seen every rule 
broken except the rule against t i pp ing the 
w a i t e r ! " 

IMPORTANT AT LAMB SALES 

South Country buyers always choose lambs 
by their appearance, and i f they take the eye 
a t first s ight i t goes a long way toward having 
a good sale for them. I t is always advisable to 
show them in their best clothes. Th i s ' i s done 
by d ipping them about seven days before the 
sale i n McDougall 's " B L O O M D i r . " To get 
the best results i t is most impor tant t o keep 
the bath as clean as possible, and i f a higher or 
br igh te r colour is wanted, this can be ob­
tained by using warm water instead of cold. 

We caution you most strongly to beware of 
poor imitat ions. I t has taken us many years 
of very careful experiments to meet the exact 
requirements of our customers. This we claim 
to have done in our " B L O O M D I P . " No 
other Dip made w i l l l i f t the wool wi thout un-
par t ing i n the same way tha t " M c D o u g a l l ' s " 
does. I t w i l l cbst you about 5s. per 100 sheep 
t o d ip i n McDougall 's " B L O O M D I P , " and 
each hundred sheep should make 2s. per head 
more, which is .£10 per hundred, than they 
would have done. 

We could show you many testimonials to 
this effect i f you care, bu t you want no better 
recommendation than what yonr neighbours 
w i l l te l l you i f you ask them. McDougall 's 
" B L O O M D I P " cures Scab, k i l l s Ticks, Keds, 
Lice, etc., and is sold by a l l D i p Agents. 

Yours f a i t h fu l l y , 

M c D O U G A L L BROTHERS. 

TEA TABLE TALK. 

NEARLY FROZEN TO DEATH. 

OLD BAILEY STORY OF HEROISM. 

" H e is as great a hero as any man in t h i . 
country. He has done things quite equal to 
anyth ing tha t Captain Scott d i d , " said an 
old man named May, g i v i n g evidence a t the 
Old Bailey, on behalf of John Dicks, 
twenty-three, a typ is t . 

Dicks pleaded not g u i l t y to causing 
grievous bodily harm to Robert Augustus 
Phi l l ips w i t h in ten t to murder h im. Ac­
cording to the prosecution, he went t o St. 
Kathcrine's School, Regent's Park , where 
he was once a pup i l , and made an unpro­
voked attack upon M r . Ph i l l ips , the but ler , 
w i th a sash-weight. 

Prisoner said i n evidence tha t some years 
ago he was sent to a reformatory, and after­
wards found tha t he was spurned by his 
friends. He t r i ed to lead a s t ra ight l i fe , 
and emigrated to Canada. Af te r he had 
been there a year he had the misfortune to 
get lost i n a bl izzard, w i t h the result t ha t 
he lest both his feet and his r i g h t t humb. 
When he returned to this country the con­
ditions weTe worse than when he lef t the 
reformatory, and he attempted suicide. He 
did not t h i n k he was i n his r i g h t senses 
when he committed the assault on M r . 
Phi l l ips . 

M r . May then to ld the Cour t what he 
knew of the accused. " H e was the only 
one," said witness, " o u t of a whole gang of 
men who volunteered to go 128 miles to get 
the mails. He was quite by himself, w i t h ­
out any axe or matches to make a fire w i t h . 
He had got some distance th rough the ice-
water along the lake when he fell exhausted. 
He was nearly frozen to death. Some 
Indians carried h im four miles to the mis­
sionary camp and the missionary resusci­
tated h im. Then began an 80-mile journey 
on a sledge to Winnipeg , and there he lost 
both his legs. He has made a great effort, 
poor fellow, bu t jus t as he was on the point 
of ge t t ing something this dreadful t h i n g 
happened." 

Witness was overcome w i t h emotion in 
n ick ing the statement, tears r o l l i n g down 
his cheeks. 

Dicks was found g u i l t y of commit t ing 
grievous bodily harm, the j u r y adding tha t 
lie was insane at the t ime. 

M r . Justice D a r l i n g ordered h im to lie 
detained u n t i l his Majesty's pleasure should 
be known, and said he would forward a re­
por t to the Home Secretary. 

THE KING AND METHODISM. 
A po r t r a i t of K i n g George, presented by 

Sir Robert and Lady Perks, was unveiled a t 
the Central H a l l , Westminster, in the 
presence of a notable gather ing. 

The Rev. Marshall Har t ley , who pre­
sided, said i t was one of the ambitions of 
the trustees gradual ly to bu i ld up a por­
t r a i t gallerv of i l lustr ious people in Metho­
dism and the State. 

I n presenting the picture to the trustees, 
Sir Robert Perks said ho thought this was 
the first t ime in the history of the Metho­
dist Church tha t the po r t r a i t of any reign­
ing monarch had been presented and hung 
by anybody i n one of the public buildings of 
Methodism. 

The Rev. F . L . Wiseman, President of 
the Conference, expressed appreciation of 
the gracious act of the K i n g in s i t t i ng for 
the por t ra i t . Speaking of loyal ty , he said 
there was a t one t ime a charge against 
Methodists of want of loya l ty . This was 
taken in to the law courts and blown in to 
t h i n a i r as soon as ever i t was investigated. 

The por t ra i t , which was painted by M r . 
Malcolm Stewart, shows his Alajesty i n the 
uniform of an A d m i r a l of the Fleet. 

CAUTERISED BY CIGARETTE. 
A T e m a r k a b l e snake story comes from 

Pontypool, Monmouthshire. 
As" M r . A . J . Burgoyne, a contractor, of 

Pontypool-road, was mowing a hayfield he 
noticed something which "appeared to be a 
tennis b a l l . " When the mowing machine 
passed, however, the object uncurled and 
disclosed itself as a snake. 

Probably angered by some i n j u r y , the 
snake darted at M r . Burgoyne's legs and 
punctured the s k i n . M r - Burgoyne at once 
made a tourniquet round the l imb , and, 
l i g h t i n g a cigarette, coolly proceeded to 
cauterise the t i n y wound w i t h the red-hot 
end. 

This emergency method of t rea t ing snake­
bites is wel l known i n countries where 
snakes are very poisonous. I n Afr ica , for i n ­
stance, the red-hot glow of a pipeful of 
Boer tobacco applied to a leg, after a piece 
of flesh around the fang puncture has been 
hurriedly removed by a pocket-knife, has 
often proved efficacious. 

Towards the completion of the Applied 
Science Department of the Univers i ty of 
Sheffield an appeal for .£40,000 is short ly t o be 
made. . . ' - ' « , 

W i t h pork as a bai t , an angler i n the ISew-
burv Borough free waters caught two finely 
marked t rou t , one 51b. 13oz. and the other 
3 i l b . , . 

I n order to show their sympathy a t the 
death of the firemen i n the Kensington 
sewer catastrophe, tho Gas L i g h t and Coke 
Company have agreed to contribute £1™ » 
the Fire Brigade Widows and Orphans 
Fund . 

W h i l e being dr iven along the road at Gos-
for th (Newcastle) half a dozen sheep bolted in to 
a chemist's shop and but ted the mirrors and 
cases. ... 

Lady Cromartie is a Countess in her O T I 
r i g h t , and one of the largest lauy land­
owners i n the three kingdoms. She is a 
clever wr i t e r and has published many 
poems, stories and articles, mainly dealing 
w i t h matters occult or descriptive of H i g h -
laud l i fe . She has also w r i t t e n a play. Her 
ladyship is, of course, imbued w i t h the 
High land sp i r i t , for she is a descendant of 
the L o r d of the Isles and of two essentially 
Scottish clans. 

* • « 
Miss Eth»l Dane, the creator of K i k i in 

' 1 he Glad Eye," has a charming mascot. 
I t is a silver sixpence, quite ordinary, but 
w i t h a his tory of i ts own. " W h e n I was 
l i t t l e more than a schoolgir l ," she tel ls , 
"some paintings of mine were exhibited, 
and to my huge delight one of them was 
sold. I seized the money, and rushed out , 
determined to buy something t h a t I could 
always keep as a souvenir of the first money 
I had actually earned. W e l l , my intentions 
were good, bu t the shops proved too tempt­
i n g . I bought th is t h i n g and tha t , as my 
eye fell on things tha t at tracted me, t i l l 
suddenly I realised tha t I ' d bought no th ing 
which would last, and t h a t almost a l l the 
money was spent! F ran t i ca l ly I counted 
up the pennies i n my purse, and there were 
jus t six. So I dashed in to the nearest shop 
and demanded sixpence i n silver i n ex­
change for my pennies. A n d tha t identical 
sixpence has been my mascot ever since." * • • 

Londonderry House, though not one of 
the biggest pr ivate houses in London, h i 
some fine suites of rooms and a splendid 
picture gal lery. I n the ballroom are the 
famous "Danc ing G i r l s " picture by Canova 
and the fine po r t r a i t by Sargent of the 
present Lady Londonderry. The family 
pictures by Lawrence are notable ar t trea­
sures, and among modern port ra i ts are 
those of Lady Ilchester and Lady Castle-
reagh. L o r d Londonderry's private room 
has lately been converted in to a replica of 
the famous Castlereagh room i n Dubl in ; 
and the present peer has b u i l t a second 
dining-room on the ground floor, which is 
l iued w i t h wh i t e carved wood panell ing. 
Lady Londonderry's boudoir is done i n 
green (her favourite colour), and is filled 
w i t h a r t treasures, personal knick-knacks, 
and a wealth of flowers. 

* » * 
Queen Alexandra has a taste for old-

wor ld flowers, and these are cul t ivated in a 
special garden i n Sandringham in the form 
of a horse-shoe. Pansies are a feature of 
th is par t icular spot. Her Majesty is said 
to prefer Hermosa to a l l other roses, a 
charming free-flowering variety, w i t h very 
large and exquisite pink-hued blooms. The 
late K i n g Edward had some twenty thou­
sand plants of th is del ight ful Royal rose 
placed on the terraced slopes of Windsor. * * * 

Lady St. Audries is one of Lady Ventry ' s 
beautiful daughters. She is a sister of the 
Marchioness Conyngham and the Dowager 
Marchioness of L i n l i t h g o w . Mrs. Gre t ton , 
another sister, is well known in the h u n t i n g 
field as a sk i l fu l and da r ing r ider . Lady 
Ventry herself was considered one of the 
most beautiful women i n Society d u r i n g the 
early sixties, and was a daughter of M r . 
Wauchope, of Niddrie . 

* # * 

The Duchess of Cumberland is a most ac­
complished musician, and as warm an en­
thusiast for Wagner as Queen Alexandra 
herself. When the two sisters do meet, 
they amuse themselves by playing Beet­
hoven's and Mozart ' s and other old-time 
symphonies as duets on two pianos a l l the 
morning long. 

* • • 
When recal l ing early days, the Duchess 

w i l l t e l l of the happy Sundays and fete days 
tha t she and her sisters spent at Bernstorff, 
and how, dressed in their best, they would 
stand by their mother's side on the i ron 
balconies before the drawing-rooms windows 
of the palace, kissing their hands and 
waving to the people below. She and her 
sister Marie were voted dear l i t t l e g i r l s , bu t 
" A l i x " was voted the beauty even then, 
w i t h her hai r of b r i g h t yellow, tho com­
plexion of some delicate shell, and eyes tha t 
had the colour of the sea in them. Another 
recollection of the Duchess is t ha t of going 
from Gule t o Bernstorff on her father's 
yacht, the Dancborg. After sai l ing from the 
Sound, the par ty landed a t Klampenborg, 
where an old-world coach was w a i t i n g to 
convey them to Bernstorff—that castle i n a 
wood surrounded by miles of deer forest. 
Here i n the gardens Queen Louisa of Den­
mark and her children spent long days, and 
the roses, mignonette, and gerauiums tha t 
grew so l u x u r i a n t l y in their beds were 
planted t y their own hands. 

* « • 
L a d y A r t h u r Grosvenor is fond of t ou r ing 

the country w i t h her caravans. This she 
does under the cognomen of "Syera Lee, 
licensed hawker, Brox ton , " which appears 
on a shining brass plate. Her caravans are 
marvels of comfort, considering the avai l ­
able space, every inch of which is 'cleverly 
ut i l ised. Lady A r t h u r uses horses, though 
several wealthy "caravanners" are showing 
a preference for motors for haulage. 

* * * 
Princess Mary , the golden-haired daugh­

ter of a long line of sea kings, is jus t over 
sixteen years of age. Al though the only g i r l 
in a large fami ly of boys, the Princess has 
not been at a l l spoilt i n her upbr ing ing . 
Her mother believes in home t r a in ing , and 
all the Princess's t u i t i o n has been under our 
Queen's own supervision. A splendid horse­
woman, Princess M a r y has auother am­
bit ion—to bo allowed to dr ive a motor-car. 
She once asked the late K i n g Edward to 
allow her to dr ive one of his cars in W i n d ­
sor Fore6t. "Cer ta in ly , " was the smi l ing 
reply of the late K i n g ; " o n l y you must 
wai t a b i t u n t i l we have t ime to clear the 
trees away." I t is a well known fact t ha t 
K i n g Edward would not have a tree 
touched. Princess Mary was the first 
Royal ty t o open an account at the Post 
Office Savings Bank, which she d id on her 
tenth bi r thday. 

# ft 

Quoen M a r y does not approve of smoking 
for ladies, and none of the ladies in the 
Royal entourage smoke in the presence of 
her Majesty. On one occasion, when Pr in ­
cess of Wales, she was d i n i n g w i th a well-
known American hostess, and after dinner 
the Royal assent was obtained to the ladies 
present smoking. D u r i n g a l l the t ime the 
smoking proceeded, however, the Queen re­
mained standing, and necessarily every 
other lady in the room had to remain stand­
ing also. Then i t dawned U;K>II the hostess 
what was the cause of her Royal Highness** 
a t t i tude , and in a few minutes she quiet ly 
passed word round to the ladies present 
tha t they should throw their cigarettes 
away. This they d i d very quickly, for they 
also had guessed why they bad been kept 
standing in this way. No lady has ever 
smoked i n the Queen's presence since. 

* * • 
Al though Prince Olaf of Norway is a 

keen l i t t l e motoris t , he is to cul t ivate 
horsemanship as wel l . His mother, Queen 
Maud, has presented h im w i t h a Ke r ry 
pony. This k i n d of pony is popular at a i l 
the Courts of Europe for the children, and 
the l i t t l e Priuces of Spain and the Imper ia l 
children of Russia have a l l ridden them. 

Lady Weldon, wife of Sir Anthony Wel-
don, State Steward and Chamberlain" to the 
L o r d Lieutenant, is a popular leader .of 
I r i s h society. She is interested in public 
work, and is a member of the A t h y Board 
of Guardians and Di s t r i c t Council, to which 
position she was co-opted unanimously. 
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„ South Africa, a n d the long 
^ i S s l s n d had begun. So rapidly 
i B xiassed, »o fu l l of events had 
t l B > ? fee could s c a r c e l y re»h»e < 
1 Vl Aft . . . 1 1 _ I _ n u u l E I T I suk 

0 , 0 land. He had left i n ti»e glory 
£ng'» j n g i m h summer, he returned 

ftT on the landscape and winter 
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MAN WITH FALSE BEARD. 

W E A L T H Y M E R C H A N T SENTENCED FOE | 
ARSON. 

A successful merchant, Sidley Vijrers 'fifty. 
£vc) , who pleaded g u i l t y a t the Old Ba;',« 
to a charge of arson, was sentenced t-j | •. I 
years' penal servitude. 

Vigers, i t was stated, traded as the We--. I 
miuster Patent F loor ing Company. On May a I 
two policemen heard a noise on the presssn 
and they saw a man leave about midnight in » 
Eos-picious manner. They chased and eaugk I 
h im. Apparent ly he was an old man with . I 
beard, but i n the struggle the beard came off. | 

A n a larm of fire in the meantime had V*«| 
raised, and i t was discovered tha t the Wot I 
roinster F loor ing Company's works were ot 1 
fire from end to end. I n respect to the fire t't. I 
Sun Fire Office had paid Vigors JB1,7C3. Befor.1 
the present fire there had been three s imi larI 
outbreaks at premises belonging to Vigers. 

I n addit ion to disguising himself with si 
beard, said M r . Bodkin , who prosecuted, • 
endeavoured to shift the responsibility of t l 
tire by placing a copy of the "Suffragette" in 
prominent position in the premi.*ei> 

For the defence i t was stated tha t Vigers h x | 
toeen 111 and was h igh ly nervous. He was i 
tucoessful man of business, and out of hi<| 
profits he had bought house property wori 
.£12,000. 

THE ORIGIN OF NAUGHTINESS. 
A n int imate eocial observer reports from | 

Tok io to a London jou rna l t h a t under tk 
Japanese theory naughtiness in children is ft I 
d i rec t and inevitable product of a disordered 
stomach. 

Bad chi ldren, therefore, in well-rogulat«d I 
households, instead of being reprimanded 
and punished, are pu t to bed and giw. 
massage treatment in the region immedi j 
ately over the abdomen. 

The idea is not wholly new. There was i l 
t ime i n th i s country, prior to the d a y i 
the "new childhood," when massage wj 
successfully practised i n the regulat ion • 
obstreperous children. 

I f memory servos however this trestmenf 
was not applied to the abdonuD— in f sc t 1 

rather the reverse. 

A BRILLIANT MADMAN. 
In the lunatic asylum at Nantes i : . , i 

toratc inmate who has been d i s i W n ' 
the chief doctor to be a remarkable **i;7i 
n ing calculator." Asked what would i < I 
age of a person who had lived a iml : i ; i r< i 
seconds, he took only 48 s.-c-iudi to 
correctly. I n 23 seconds he MMM 
correct answer to the question, v.hat .' i 
be the age of a j>orson who h;'d l i v i d 
mi l l ion seconds. He re<|uirex'. on!v 3̂  M > 
to find out how many seconds there we v 
39 years 3 months 12 hour«. H a v i r r ' 
to ld tho s<|uare mileage of ti>>> g l o l ^ i • 
tusked how many hectares th..t r"> i -
and gave the correct reply in inur •'<•••:. 
Asked how many seconds there SSC i« 
years, he replied in fourteen s-voucV 
explained that his calculations had • 
four mult ipl icat ions aud one additftti. 
mental ar i thmet ic . 

FIRE-FIGHTING TOBY. 
The Surbiton F i re Brigade have 

dirg. Toby, who has been thoroughly l i a " > 
in every branch of firemen's work Vhei 
an alarm of fire is piven Toby t u r i . f M l 
once, and as soon a< tho engine ie 
ready he climbs tho ladder and takes -
seat by the side of the firemen. 
• He w i l l run up an escape when p l a . i i i ' ' 
the side of tho house a n d ' g o in by t h " w i ­
dow to see what ho can find. Wl ivu • j'.'.u.j 
ing-sheot is lield out below Toby kn«we i l 
once that he is to j u m p in to i t . lit l v 
been trained how to put ou t fire. Wh-: 
newspapers are set a l igh t Toby w i l l c\ 
tinguieb the flames w i t h his mouth and h'-
paws. He jumps in to tanks of water also 
to rescue articles l y i n g a t the bottom Tti- :• 
is no other example on record o f simi'at 
canine fire-fighting accomplishments. 

coniignea i w « « J P • — - ~ -
yet eagsrly, wai t ing for the« 

, ?S levi»th»« moved to her d 
* r i l v d ign i ty , almost as i f she felt 
* '* « i e e of her nm.rbn . Charlt 

D u r i n g her voyage from St. Vincent, 
Cape Verde, to Glasgow, the crew of the 
Shields whaler Sound of Ju ra wore stricken 
w i t h beri-beri. H i e vessel was sighted by 
the Newcastle steamer Uskmoor in mid-
ocean i n a helpless state and towed to St. 
Vincent. Four of the crew wore dead aac 
the rest i l l . 

I t is stated tha t nine detectives watched 
the house to which the Suffragette, Mue 
May Dennis (said t o be Miss L i l i a n Lentoo 
was taken after her release from gaol, lol-
l owing a hunger-strike, but she walked out 
dressed as a parcel van boy and was driwr. 
away. 

ou, 
w i t 

1 * V - i o e of her mitsrtm. L n a r i i c 
I f ^ ' u e n t l v on the deck, gUnced 
i i^P* i interest at the small crowd 
I i * " he qti»>- Among that crowd tb 
! o° "e to welcome h i » . A fine, 

b * f a l l ing through the soundless i 

TJ£r. o b j u r i n g the great b°spua 
. ide »nd the fringes of the Nel 

* » e

t h e other. I t was a dismal dj 
? V reflective of the deep, almost mi 

. . . ion i n every E n g l i s h m a n . soul.i 
^ * har l ton i t may be s t once said 1 

aordinsr i ly successful in t ie ob) 

I n consequence of prosperous trade in t * 
Far East, a largo number of B r i t i s h ? • < . . : • • ' 
have been bought by Japanese firms d u r i : j : 
part few months, and negotiations for otriet 
are in progress. The sales include three P. sn«t 
O. liners. 

On the -application of L o r d Al f red P—g*'** 
i n the Court of Appeal the appeal en te r s 
in the action ho unsuccessfully brought aga:n- ; 

M r . A r t h u r Ransome was dismissed. I t v • ' 
stated tha t Lord Alfred was not in a poei'i< u 

to comply w i t h an order for security for co^tf 

"rharlton i t may be a* once said 
: extraordinarily success fu l in the 

,rn«v. H e h a d arrived at a 
i T t opportune-, a n d armed with 
"? and powsr to act uni 
%A to h i . P judgment he had 
^ l l snt terms for his employer, 
^ n , found thi t he possessed 

. . r » of a h igh order, these co__ 
C c i l i s t o r y —oner, ability to work] 
With »U » o r t s * n d c o n d l t I O , M o f 

turn • » • t * * d - . 
The opportunity for securing a 

« the transport trade consequen 
.udden and serious civil wsx w « 
„nioue. Charlton did not fail to 
Z bad e.tsblished Archibald Cur 
Urican affairs on a sounder basis 

W occupied for a long time. 
" L r e r so far been fortunaU in his 
..ntstive. and h a d .uffersd throug 
! „ . s n agent on the spot absolutely < 

interests. Charlton then was 
m » n at the right moment; and he | 
h„ work well. The satisfaction * 
to have been h i s in contemplating 
jui journev was etringely temper-
^ulsi depression of soul he con 

^ H e had no doubt of his recej 
bsld Currio nor did he anticips 
meat or lack of appreciation; at 
of Katherine Wrede, with a st~ 
of pleasure a n d pain. Neveri 
nretiion remained. He was as* 
magnitude ot the crowd, and 
Juaal ly how long it would b« 

I train should get away. 
He travelled with very lew esfsj 

indeed i t would be possible for h i m j 
walk with a l l h i s belongings >' 
there were mountains and s 
i n the hold, many rich women 
"by the very name of war were 1 

' Koigland. and appeared to has 
ie; possessed in the way of ™ 

goods with them. 
Cksrlton. unencumbered as he 

of tii« earliest to lesve the_ s* 
.tepped from the gangway, has 
ass the band gripping his heavy_ 
Ji»ti«ctlv trembled. For his eye««" 
fsce of 'Katherine Wrede. Sh*' I 
»:«B«, an immense thrill shot 
sad his heart best. What cos 
Kor what reason should she tal 
'•» Southampton to meet him? 
in. hat ss he approached her, 
i n hand until they had excha_ w 

She was looking well and mo 
it a long, close fitting coat of t l 
.nai l coquemah felt hat with a a f 
Hrr cpeakisg «>«is were aglow -
ih« welconed him back to Eof 
felt really glad he had come. 

"Of course, vou are surprif 
hers alone? Uncle Archibald 
1 lie gout i . b»d this mornini,. 

••f the character of the westher 
would be safer indoors. Oh, 
jVsiidiog toe. he is in tho 
i'es, and spirits, they have h> -
i l the pro.pe.t of your return. 
<dea how lie has missed you . " 

Chariton smiled. and 
strained tens ion of his featui 

'And T O U . 1 hope, are ouito 
•ii a g"lance st h«r glowing * 

portmanteau down, and 
l>urtsr. 

" Ves, don't I look it? 
We have h a d a vsry busy 
a i m e d q u i t e long ." 

" I d o not go L y the boat 
»»id d o u b t f u l l y . 

"Why, n o ; tell them to 
"j'e hotel. We slept there 
' i ; ' i k Mr. C a r r i e will not retu 
'"till to-morrow. Perhaps not (_ 

1 k n o w , we have pot quite se*j 
"srn, and we c a m e from there 
, "Mr. C u r r i e wrote to me, 
"* bad bought the place, but 
' ' s r k - a q u a r e house been give*. 
, " O h , d e a r , n o ; we are goin 
/ " " t h e w i n t e r . You will " 
' ! >s the most beautiful 
''•"gland, a n d we are in _ 
' ' s r d y ' s c o u n t r y . 1 am taking o j 

l n consequence . But you f 
""' how v o u a r e , after all 
• r d u o u i labours." _m 

Charlton only paused to 
' [°ns to the man handling M P 
' h e n turned to walk by her sid 

"> seemed to vanish at 
"ndliness was so spoLtsne 

' hig starved heart that he 
* w » y -

a m quite well, thsnk , 
,. ' V o u look we l l , but like _ 

"* strenuous life. 1 have hea 
' r ''ie how h a r d you h a s s j ^ H 
'sj-tcllous results" vou have aol 

•,' enthusiaatic about it 
. / ' » ' is whv we are here. i _ 

* l w,> I I I T V tome to meet yon 
0 j little shyness seemed to 
" ' * * r y 0 i c e a ; s u e Spoke tho 
, " c , e more Charlton perssM 

U ? k " her face . 
i ou can imagine what it 

l , n ' " he answered readily « 
'ore I saw you 1 was contei 

J[*»t impatience, I must coufo 
*°le length of time such a mi 

?."V? take to be satisfied." 
. ,^ncl« Arcbie thought you 

n ? he «nid we owed it to J I 
ljJifUy" "Wel l , do tell mo a 

£ you tee anything of i t?" 
.,"*« shook his bead. " I nsjj 

fifty miles from the frool 
t - r i " " 1 n*» c o m e o v e r * ' t n ' 

R'^nt the site of the crowd, 
P r * : * r eyes grew large and 
° . a Pan , f o n . • 

•hip»?.u m e » n t u a t there aajfl 

X'w, about two hundredJ 
a U * « d d « r E iver . W l 

^ J * it here in England 
t u*,** interest as getting ks 
l 0a l ' * t h , t P*" 0P l e * r e h e t 

it m t y in the long rust] 

w i t n 
his 

' l i f 
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