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SEORT STORY.

————

TIIE DECISION OF THE PRINCESS,

2y
OUR

The I'rime Minister wis angry. Ewen =
neess entered the room she saw  the
30 his brows, the hard, brutal iooX
grow slowiy aver bis  face—just  the look
which generally emded fu the arsenals work-
ing ovcriame and the troops  reeviving iwe
hours’ extra drill a day. But the Priucese
braved the coming storm.  She eams forward
with quiek steps that vever faltered; hert
fieart beat no faster than was its wont; there
was no flash of nervousness in her eyes.

“You wish to 82e me,”” she said, She rested
her finger Lips on the polished cvony table,
and drew heraell up  to  her full  height
Please be quick if it is State business. You
kuow I go for my ride at cleven. You have
two minutes Jeft.”

“Two  minutes he  laughed. “Twe
minutes, madam, will rot suffice, unless you
retract a verv foolish ftep vou hove made.”

“Do my people, then, cluim so  great a
favour that I must forogo the only pleasure
left to a Princess in order to satisly them?t”

“Dioa't jest.rmadam. | beg” ‘The T'rime
Minister adjusted his pince-ncz and began te
study the paper in his hand. “A  national
crisis has arrived—n erisia yon have brought
about. To be frank, we are on the verge of
war,”

The Princess Guilda sapk into s chair and
looked at the minisier intenily,

‘“What do you mean by war?’’ she asked.
“Mereciy the receipt of an  ultimatum, the
settlerient of which wili eausc my Prime
Miriater to be paragraphed in the papers,
accompanied with eulugies of his diplomatic
tact!”’

“If vou would but be serious,” he ex.
claimed, more to himsclf than to her. Then
fie added: *Your refusal to marry Prince
Ferdinand has exeited friction between this
country and the kingdom of Etruria, and we
have this morning reccived what is equivelent
to an ultimatum of war, which can only be
redeemed by your decision to cancel your re-
fusal. Madam, I beg—’

The Princess Guilda ent him  short by
rising to her feet, a flush of anger on her
face. For a moment she hesitated; then she
held out her hands as if in pleading.

“Think,” she exclaimed; ‘‘think for one
moment what it means to me. Consider my
age—I am but twenty-four—and you ask me
to wed & man who is old enough to be my
father. You are free; your marriage was a
marriage of love.” (The minister remem-
bered that he had married a  theatrical
*“star,”" and bit his lip.) *“Don’t you know
what & love match means to a woman?—the
attainment of ail that is dear in life, just as
the wielding of power is the summit of
success to you! You ask me to marry a man
L do not love, a man I have never seen save
through the medivm of portraite in the cheap
ress. You tell me it 1s my people’s desire,
hat it will weld two nations together and
bring commercial proaperiév—the commer-
cial prosperity that is bound up in the re-
duction of the taxes by a penny for the rich.
and means oo benefit to the poor.”

she sack back panting. The Prime
Minister glanced at his paper and then at the
irl before him. For a while he was silent.
Ie knew that she was right; but after all,
was it not the privilege of royalty to make
mm‘tlyrﬂ of themseives in the cause of the

ple?

“It i hard.” he =said; “but bow much
harder is war! Madam, think for a moment,
Suppose a foreign army clamoured at our
gates, what would happen then?! The pres-
tige of a nation would vanish into mist; free-
dom, that God-given privilege, would na
longer exist. Your people in bondage, mock-
ing you in the street as you passed, ¢ryving
out to you as the person who had eold tuem
imuto sipvery. Have you the courage to face

ig? "

The Prime Minister papsed. He knew he
was inflicting torment, bhut he felt no qualms
of conscience because he was acting at duty’s
eall. Once he wondered if he had been the
Princess what wonld he have done. Tush!
He thrust the thought aside. Duty is duty
ali the world over. She was the Princess,
and if she had failed to falt in love with the
man the world ordained she should marry, it
was her fault.

“Is there no wav out?’' she asked.
nther course but this?®’

A soft knack, and the door opened. A ser-

. vant stoad on the threshold,

“Madem, the horses are waiting,” he said
in measured tones.

“VYery well,” she replied:
bave to wait long.™

She looked at the minister as the door
elased. [ have ne more to say. Perhaps it
is because I am a woman that ¥ am a coward
in & matter like this. I retuse this marriage,
and if my people are strong and brave and
wiil remember that, though heing their Prin-
cess, I am still & woman, they will
ansv or— "'

*Madam, think again,” the Prime Minister

broke in.
“T have thought.

Send it."”
L * - - *

“No

“they will not

You kpow 1ihe aoswer.

The day passed. ond, as eveaning closed in,
the Princess Guilda went to ler room.  £he
had but one desite—to be alome and think, to
earve a way through the maze that encircled
her, a way as casy for her people as for her-
seli. So when shortly afterwards hier French
maid Elise entered, she held up her hand to
dismiss her.

“T shall not want vou tonight, FElise,”
she said, “The day has been hot and you
are tired. T think I shall—shall read late.”

The girl curtseyed and went to the door,

* And—Elise——"" The words were almost
a whisper. 'The Princess broke into a forced
laugh und passed Bwr hand quickly over her
forehead. "It is very =illy of me,”" she s=aid,
“but I have heewdd o rather curious story to-
day. it concerns someone in my houschoid,
gso I am iunterested, perhaps a  little worried
about it. A girl here. one of the servants ol
the State, has falicn in love, A very ordinary
thing, eh. Elsie* Now those who huve power
over her are cudeavouring to force her into a
marriage with a man =he does not eare lor.
Her troubles are known to me, and 1T sheould
like to help her for the bost”

“*Madam will doubtless assert  her autho-
rity,”” supgestwd LElise. " Burely an unhunpy
marriunge 1 boest averted”’

“Baut if much depended upon the mateh, if
it were necessary for the girl to Le wubappy
tor lite in the iuterests of others®”

Eliz¢ was purzzled.

“I think,”” she =said at length, “if 1 were
this unforteeste gird, 1 should go away and
please myself.”

The gir! withdrew, and the Driveess sal
down to think the matter out. I should go
away gnd please mys-eif{” . How  easy  for
Elis¢, how diticnlt for hef! Then, of o =ud-
den, a reccive grew firmly np oin her mind.
Aldication! Tt wae un ugly word, but thers
wax no other road.

She went to Ler writing table and sat dowi,
The sconted mauve paper lay at hand, the ar-
ray of goid peus secmed 1o imvite ler o
write, lmvoluntarily she picked wp ome, uad
let it wander over the paper:

“It is thie privilege of a woman to changre
her wind, and I have changed mine. What |
said to yon the other evening I did not mean.
I was afruid. 1 am not strong enough 1o
bear the respousibilisics of State affaims, aud
a0, like the coward I am, I must give way,
and I place wmy future unrcservedly in vour
hands.”

Shesdropped the pen, and from the folds of
her hodice proituced a gold locket in  which
was st the porirait of a man. She knew
what the receipt of her note would mean to
him; almost she conld =ee the firm lips of the
Pporirait break into smiles.

Her mood changed. ITe wonld be talk:d
sbout il over Europe, the Count whoe hud
eloped with a Princess.

She puried the letter under the ink-stand
with a lfeeling of disgust at ber own wealine:
and retired to rest.

The Princess Guida was astir  early the
next morning, aad as  she  dressed  she
hummed to hersclf n little love song  ibe
Count had taugitt her. With the coming of
the morning the deults o se wight  hefore
had vanished like n river i at beture the sun,
She forgot the note she Lad written, con-
scious only that her place was  with  her
people—tha people who worshipped her,
Towards cvening  she  semt for the Prime
Minister to tell him of her decision, hut her
messenger returned lo eay that e was absent:
from his house, She stamped  her  foot
impotent rage. If he had tuken her at her
word, even now the enemy might be massing.
She shut herself up in her reom and s=ai be-
gide the window ov.rlenking ihe  rhodeden-

dron drive.  Gradually it became  dark, g=d
on the wind eame the® mulied clamour of thie
city below., Then as she  li-tened sie  do-
tected above the rumlle of carrlage  wheels
on cohbles the notes of music. Tt was the
old violinist to whom she had acesrded the
privilege of playing in the palace ground-.
She welgpmed the notes of his  violin, e
avoided the classics and played fragments of
the ol world love songs that she loved. But
to-night <he was in no mood for his plaviag.

Suddenly, as the music hecame louder <he
s:t upright and listencd, The musician wu-
plaving the Count's love song—the song th:
Le had tansht her.

She caught her breath. Then, half doubt-
fuliy, she rose to her feet and prered ant,
fearful lest the player should sce her.  The
violinist, his head bent low, shambled along
slowly step by step in the shadow of tie
trees. One might have snid that it was the
fignre of an old man as e paused and was
ouilined ngainst the dark background, anil
yoi something—something she knew not what
—filled her with sospicion. and  dully  she
began to realise that now the musician
pleyed as he had never played before, that
there was life in his music.  The elcgance,
the grice—

ife looked up. and the light where the even-
ing sun plunged through the leaves overhcad
lit. up his face. Instantly the Princess
utiered a little cry: :

Armand

Rhe turned from the window. threw =
jacket loosely about her shoulders and ran
lizhtly down the stairs to the doors, and her
white fingers began to fumble with the bolts.

A moment more and the cool wind smote
her face, and closing the door softly behind
her she sped across the grass to where the
plaver was sheltered among the trecs,

“Armand —this  disguise — what  does
mean?'’

The words came in a whisper.

“Guilda,’””  he exclaimed in rapid accents,
“there is not a moment to lose.  The city
revels at the féte; to-night the roads will be
crowded. Come, follow the path I take!' He
broks off suddenly as he eaw the look that
crossed  her face, “Guilda—you—vyou are
not going to draw baeck?'” he exclaimed,

“T don’t wnderstand,”” she said hoarsely.
“You know it is impossible, The peoples
trust—I cannot show the white feather now;
it is impossible.”

He bent over her.

“Guilda,” he whispered, *to-night voun
abdicate omly to rule again, to rule a man's
heart, not a principality encompassed with
the pomp and shallowness oi state and the
intrigne which encireles the eourt. ‘T'here
are horses wailing at the chalet; beyond ihe
forest—at the frontier—FElise will meet usx
with all that you need for the jowurney.”’

*“Elise?"’ she repeated in amarement.
knew now the rcason for the Count's
sence.

‘‘Ehe delivered vour note
What is there to wait for®”’

Fhe covered her face with her hands.

'Ok, how I hate myself!"” she exclaimed.
“To-morrow they will announce the ahdica-
tion of ihe Princess from the cathedral steps
—the Princess who was afraid of her penple.”

* L ] -* * L

They hurried onwards with the hlue ridgs
of hills to guide them, scarcely speaking save
when he dismounted and tock the bridle of
her horse,

“1 have wondered." she said at last, “why
Franz the fiddler allowed xou to take his
place, and why you eame as a begging musi-
cian to the palace windows.”

“Franz loves a good supper,” he res
ponded, “and if ho has the money to Luy it
why should he fiddle for pemce?”’

But as the vears pass Franz fiddles regn-
larly  heneath  the palace windows. Home
there take pity on the pinched face and ile
cloak which gets more green with every
winter’s snow, and throw him chance pence.

“They have no soul for music unow,” he
says, us he replaces hisc instrument in  the
soiled pinsh case. **The Princess was a lover
ot melody, but these pigs cannol andeetud
wy playing.™”

it

She
pre-

this morning.

COUNTESS ROBBED.

Countess Cowley is the latest victim of the
railway-atation jewel thief. Arriving at 3t. Pancrun
on Saturday afternoon, intending to leave for
Oakham, Lady Cowley, after & carrizge had beon
secured and her waid bhad placed her begzuge
incloding the jewel case. on the seat vuder a ruyg,
went up the platform with her maid to make soue
purchases.

On returning to the earriage the maid's first
thought was te lock under the rug to see if the
jewel case was secure. To her consternation she
discovered it had gone,

EMIGRATION AGEXT FINED.

For attempting to bribe Dr, Young, a surgeon
on the White Star liner Cymric, to pass diseascd
emigrants, Tobias Doveky, an emigration agent.
was senienced at Liverpool on Baturday to a
month's imprisonmewnt, and to pay a fine of £30,
or, in default, to serve a further term of threc
months.

Dovsky, it was stated. offered to give Dir.
Young £25 if he passed a coertain number of emi-
grants to America.  When the vessel returned to
Liverpool Dovsky breught some immigrants whc
were rejected by Dr, Young,

KILLED BY A EKEITTEXN.

My, C, Luxmore TDrew held an inquest at Ham.
mersmith on the budy of the infant davghter ot o
labourer named Lliwood, living in Holeome-street.
Hammersmith, The child was put to sleep on a
chair bedstead aud its grandmother affcrwards
found it dead. with u little white kitten lying serusy
its faca. Death wus due to asphyxin esused by
the kitten covering the mouth of the child, and a
verdiet of ¢ Accidental deaih ™ was retarped,

DUST CAUSES EXPLOSION.

Llr. Joseph 8. Martin, 18,0, in hie Home Office
report on the explusion in the Slvving Vein incline
at Norton Hill Colliery, attributes the eause of
the disaster to the presence of coal dust. He urges
the importance of watering “upon these why,
having previously renlised the danger. have shiried
the trouble and expense of carrying it out.”

e explogion oceurred in the miue on April 9,
and eight men and two boys lost their lives, Lhesc
mwiners, with twenty others, were iu the workings

. at the time,

In hix conclusions the inepector states: * Trom
my own inspection and inquiry, and takiog ints
consideration the history of the mine in reiution
to fire lunp, none ever kaving been seen. . . .
I atn cowvineced that dust and vob liredsmy wae
the explusive agent operated upon by 1he shut
which wug firwl,”

Tn o case before the Manxy High Cowrt. in
witichh @ v sred by oa grocer elaimed that e
was el i o v‘gnml-s ubtained by g o
were ol e ve, the Judge ruled i

legally breer snd stout were  pecessaries, Lug
ntorally they were 5ot and gave jedgment for
the full amount,

NATURE NOTES.

ARTIFICIALLY TRATXED,

In the canary-breeding establishments of
Germany only the male birds are valued, for
e femnles mever sing. The method of train
irs ihe hirds to sing is to put them in a ronm
where there is an automatic whistle, whiel
thev strive to imitate. The breeder listens 1o
the efforts of the birds, and picke out
mosi apt pupils, which are then placed
another room for further instruction.

in

MOTHER-LOVE.

The hare is by universal consent regarded
as one of the most timid of ereatures, hul
tliere are occasions when even such a8 de-
fenceless animal as this will brave thic utmost
danger in protecting its young. A carter of
Chard was rollifig some young grass when he
saw a leveret sitting in front of the roller. I
sat so close that he picked it wp, and on its
erying out an old hare came strnght across
the field and kept runming round the man,
grunting and stamping, till it scemed aimost
as if she wanld attack him. After a while he
releascd the leveret, which at onee ran away,
zid the old hare with it,

Pirir rnom Prro.

Rice paper is the pith of a plant not very
distantly related to our commeon ivy. thouzh
having a very different appearance. The vice-
paper plant grows wild in great abundance
on ibe hills in the northern parts of Fornoan.
It is u small tree, at ficst growing  with a
simpic stem, but afterwards inereasing in
size till it reaches a height of twenty or
thirty feet; but as the pith deterioates as the

RICE-PAPER TLANT.

trec beocomes old, it is usually  emt  down
before it is twelve fcet Ligh. Then the stems
are cut into lengths of nine or twelve inches,
and the pith, about two inches in diameter,
foresd out, After being dried the pith s
dexterously  cut by  workmen, who leld
against 1he eylinder » long, sharp knife,
which kept quite steadv while being moved
round and rovnd.

A TUrRBOT'S Yawx.

The mouth of the furbot is twisted to one
side, rather as if it had belonged to & round
fish which somcone had accidentally trod on
and squashed holf flat, The yuwn begins at
the lips, which open as if to suek in water.
Thenr the jaws heeome distended, and  the
vawn works through the back of its head,
distending the plates of the skwil, and eomes
out at the gills, which open, are inflated for
a munent, and then with & kind of stretehing
siiver of its back the fish fintteus out again.

Terrur OF THE OCEAN,

Mast whales are peaceful  in  disposiiion,
and the large Grecnland., and  sperm-whales
pacticularly, are not usually disposed te e
viviovs: but some of the smaller whales arc
trequently oncthe war-path. This  is  strik-
inglv the case with the orea, or killer, as il
is sometimes czlled. It goes in schools like
the porpeise and dolphin, but in fewer nun
bers, and will attack amy living thing  that
vomes in its way. Even the great Green-
lantd whale, with its cighty feet of lengtl,
feare the active little Killer with its cighteer
or twenty feet of length, and  with geoc
reason, for when a pack of these sea-hountds
start . pursnit of the leviathap they never
ceuse until they have killed it; they leap fax

out of the water, and, coming head first on |
ol

the broad back. snatch great mouthjuls
flesh trom it: and when the worried monster
opehs its epvernous month in the vain hope of
‘vngulfing some of its tormentors they abso-
lutely rush in and carry off mouthfuls of the
huge tongue. The killer is the terror ol the
ocean, more feared by the denizens of the
drep than any other creature.

Tre ErecTrical EEL.

The gymnotus or electrical eel,
more serpentine in form than the common
cel, and frequently attains a great size. Tt is
found in the rivers and marshes of Souil
America. The extraordinary power of 1he

is  rather

THE GYMNOTUR,

eel was placed beyond doubt by the illustrions
Favaday at Adelnide. Professor Faraday put
a few small live fish under the water with the
gymuniuz, nnd the latter formed itself into a
oinele, enelosing the fish by joining its head
to tail, and sent a shock through the
wnier, which instantly stunned the small fish.
When the hand was heid in the water whilst
the charge was transmitted, a shock was felt!
though not so strong as when the eel was
touchied at its two extremities.

ats

tE AXT Lioxs's TraPp.

We read of the tiger traps in India—greal
pits dug in the ground and covered lightly
with pliant bamboo.  The tiger steps upop
the false top, and Lefore it can retreat is pre-
cipitated into the trap. The ant lion sets a
similar trap for its victims when walking
slong a sandy read, look for tiny circular pits
sunk brlow the surface and then. waich. For
some time the whole affair  eecms  lifeless.
Then an ant comes blundering  along, and
without warning topples over the edge and
beging to slide down the incline. But the in-
sect fights hard for litc and scems ahout to
make tts eseape, whes, the sand grains heave
upword at the hottom and with a jerk are
Lharvled like a miniature catapult at ‘the ant,
knocking it over and rolling it to the bottom.
The unt loen, for such it is, now scizes
peey, and after sncking its juices casts the
dry body away and mends ifs pit against the
coming of anciber victim.

STRANGE ForREsT GrowTHs.

Visitors ta the Fuikland Isles sce seaitered
here and there  singular-rhaped  pieces  of
what appear to be weather-Leaten amd moss-
covered boulder of rock. When they attempt
to turn oune of these bouplders over, they dis-
covered it was anchored by roots of great
strengill, and was, in fact, part of onc of the
native trees,

AN OTTER’S MTERD.

The speed of sn otter under water Is amaz-
ing, fish having ne chanee cgainst him.  In
some places it India otters are kept by the
natives 1o fish for them, They are tird to
etekes like dogs when  not  working, wear
plaited straw collurs, aud sgcem happy.

the

its 1

AFTER THE RAID.

— i re—-
BUFFRAGETTES BOUXD OVER.

Tt is a matter of history that the band of Suf-
fragettes who started from Caxton Hall not
long ago in an attempt to *‘rush’’ the House of
Commous, never got there. Imstead, twenty-
four of them were arrested. Seven were dealt
with on the day following the foray, and Mr.
Curtis Bennett, the Bow-street magistrate, has
row hound over the other sevenicen, wlose
names follow :

Migs L. A. Floyd, Mise E. Billing, Mi=s J.
Coates, Mrs, nlary Leigh, Miss Amy Shallurd,
Miss G. M. Ansell, Mrs. Jane Grey, Miss G.
Llewelyn, Miss W. Bray, Mrs. M. Brindley,
Miss ¥. Williams, Miss G. H. Boutelle, Miss
Mary Mitchell, Miss Ellen Smith, Miss Ada
Flatman, Miss K. Browne, Miss Wallace Dun-

op.

l;{()sf- of the ladics elected to go to prison.

In sentencing the first prisoner the wagie-
trate said: “It is absolutely impossible thet
such & state of things should be allowed to
exist ‘in this city. Persons cannot be allowed
to band themselves together and go here aud
there, according to their own free will, and do
illegal acts without suffering for it. It does not
matter what the sex is, though te my mind it
is worse for the female sex to take par: in such
tumultuous disturbanees. One was brought up
witlt the idea that the female sex was every-
thing that was tender and kind and good. Un-
fortunaiely we have found lately that that course
has been departed from."”

—

VITRIOL THROWING CASE,

Sentence of five vears' penal servitude was
pessed an Mahel Truelove at Berks Assizes at
Rcading for throwing vitriol over Miss Roger-
son, the mairon of Reading Prison, and a Read-
ing lady named Mrs. Cushan, .

On Sunday evening prieoner, at the conclusion
of a service in St, James’ Roman Catholic
Church. walked up to Miss Rogerson and dashed
a cupful of vitriol into the matron’s face. Ba
violently was the acid thrown that Mrs. Cushan,
gtanding near by received a quantity on her
hands and face, and the liquid splashed back
into the face of the prisoner,

Miss Rogerson, in evidence. said she had
mever nonoved prisoner.  The matron denied
the sugpesiton, made by prisoner, that witness
hiad tried to strangle her whilst an inmate at
Reading Prison, .

The prosecuting counsel said Truelove was
known in pearly every prison in the country.
She had been convicled on no fewer than 1Y%
occasions for different offences.

Evidence wgs given that priconer had fol-
lowed wardresses about, and had molested and
threntened them. As a resuit the wardresses
went in fear of the woman, who had. in some
instances, threatened to throw vitriol over
them,

Losing sight of the fact that Private Jen.
pings, of the Ist North Staffordshire Regiment,
had been granted an cxtension of leave, the
military authoritics had him arrested as a
degerter, but the Stafford magistrates, satisfied
that a mistake had been made, ordered his dis-
charge.

——ree.

That Sckool Cake.

No trouble for the cook.
No difficultyrin baking.
No leavings at the table.
No wonder, when

1 . Yoo w2
Pazsley | Déiey
i

—the sur~ ralsing powder—was wsed.

7d., 3!d, and 1d. packets from your

grocer.  The penny packet contains
enou-h Ly vaise | 1b. Aaur, hence its econcmy.

Prown & Polson mzke it

GERMAXN ROYAL WEDDING,

In the Castle Chapel at Eerlin the Kaiser's
. fourth son, Prince August Wilhelm, wae mar-
ried to his eousin, Princess Alexandra Vietoria
[ ol Sehleswig - Holstein-Sunderburg-Giicksburg,
in tle presence of the Emperer and Empress,
the other members of the Imperial family, and
I-eight hundred gunests, including members of
several of the reigning houses of the Federal
Slates. King Edward was represented by the
British Ambsssader, 8ir Frank Lascelles.

The ¢ivil ceremony had taken place previously
in tha private aparimenis.  The hride was
aitired in o dress of white silk trimmed with eld
Jace, and with a long train richly ¢mbreidered
in silver. She wore a diamond necklace.

In the evening there was the traditional torch
dance, an old marriage custom of the Heuse of
Hehenzollern, the voung couple, the Emperor
and Empress, and the principal personages pre-
sent walking down the ball-roem preceded by
ten Izrkeys bearing tall candles. Another ald
custom, in acenrdance with which the bride dis-
tributes pieces of her garter. was observed.

Later in the evening the nawlr-married couple
left for the hunting-box of Hubertusstock, wlhere
the honevmoon will be spent.

The princess, who is twenty-one, and only a
few months younger than her husbaud. is the
younger sister of the Duchess of Saxe-Coburg-
Gothz, and niece of the German Empress.

ENOCKED DOWX BY KAISER'S CAR.

An unfortunele accident oceurred after the
conclusion of the cclebrations. While the
Emperor's molor-car  was returning to the
Palace from the Stettin Railway Station, where
his Majesiy had seeu the young couple off on
their honeymaoon, an old woman fell unde: the
car as it was slowly erossing Unter den Linden.
His Majesty immediately gave orders for the
injured woman to be taken to the University
Hoapital elose by, whither Priuce Eitel Pritz
assisted in carrving her. EBhe was found to
have susteined concussion of the brain.

FALSE PRETENCES CHARGE.

A rewarkable story was totd hy the poliez
when Charies Ronald Graham, a young an
with manv alinses, wheae address was grven as
Quzen’s-rirad. Peckham, was eharged at Wing-
eor wilth obtuining food at a shop hy means of
false prelesices, He had represented, they said,
that he was a builder’s manager, and had come
tu inspect a house.

Asked by the detective officer who arrested
him to sccount for some papers which were in
his posseesron, he syid he went teosce the
mensger of fhe  Lendoa amd Sunth Western
Bank ¢t Claniam Junciivn to give some infor-
mation with regard ta the veweat bauk Frand.
The manager Tent him lus frock coat. in which
tthe papers referred o wuere formd | and o silk
" hat. in erder that Tie mizkd 2o (o the lotel

esell with a view to peiniing oul x main he
wuspreted,  Groham never returued the silk hat
snd frock ceat. _

Deteetive-sergeant Watls, of the Metropoli-

tan Poiice, sand he kuew prisoner as Alhert
i Cuener Graham, who had pievioesly Beel con-
Pyieled in several ather vaes,

Prisnner Was cominiticod
| Sessions.

[

the Quarter

The fnaneial stateines! in conneetion with
e sesterieal prgennt al i'vooas oy rhgws thas
there is a total defieit of X000 e exponditeee
Cwas kept down to KCEJR Lot e poesints wore
i less than had been exprid
P Jolm Heltor, sged 34,
cwns acld oat Poph

bl Leane o prem

L necelornted by st n. It had aairle
Preamped e eowtey Jin s of wark, and
- had hved on ertsts of bremd for neosilis.

AMERICAN SMILES.

“Do you give your wils an allowance, or
does she ask you for money when she wants
it?’ ‘' Both."

. .

k: “My dog took firel prize st the cat
sflow’” Hook: “How was that®’ Cook:
“IHe took the cat.”

. - -

She: “Frankly, now if you had to choose
between me and a million, what would you
do:’ He: “I'd take the million, Then
you would be easy.” '

e .

Miss Antique: “Just think of the nerve of
that impecunious fellow to propose 1o me."”
Miss Caustique: ‘‘Nerve? Why, it wes abso-
lute recklesaness.”

* . -

Porpoise: **What is the whale blowing
about:”  Dogfish: “Oh, he got so many
noticea far his feat in swallowing Jonah he’s
been blowing ever since.”

- * -

“H takes a baby mos’' two years io {earn
to ta'k,” said Uncie Eben, *‘an' den it takes
de res’ of its lifetime to learn to keep fum
talkin’ too much.””

» -« -

“I started to tell my wife about a woman
who made her own fail gown.” **Well#"'
*“8he capped my story with one shout & man
who made a million dollars.”

* - »

Weary Walker: “I sce five hundred more
men has been t'rown out of work.””  Tired
Traveller: “Gee! Dere's gettin® to be too
much competition in our business!”

- . *

“If vou want plenty of pood plume,”” re-
marked the practical horticulturiet. “‘you
have to graft.”” * Exactly,” agreed the prac-
tical politician, ‘*so you do.”

- - ™

Tom: “I ate some of the cake she made
just to make myself solid.” Dick: " Did ysu
succeed?’ Tom: “I counldn't feel any more
solid if T bad eaten concrete or building
stone.”’

- L L
“Congratulate me, my dear,
I've won the nomination.”” His Wife (in sur-
prise): '*‘Honestly:"' Politician:  Now what
in thunder did you want to bring up that

51y

point for?

Politician:

- *

“Politences costs nothirg,”” said the mam
of ready-made wisdom. “YI guess)”” an-
swered Mr. Cumrox, “that vou mever had any
experiences with these caié waiters who
regulate their politeness by the size of thke
tlp. * L *

“Every bit of food on this table,”” eaid the
serving lady to Lamson, as le sat down to
eat gt the church supper, “was cooked by
your wife’ *“Qh, I don't mind,”” rejoined

amson faintly; “I'm 5ot a Dbit hungry,
anyway!"”’ . . .

Caller (trying to be complimentary): *'I
notice one interesting pecnliasity about your
little boy. He is ‘ambidextrous.”  Mrs.
Struckovle (with a frostv gleawr in her eye):
“Not at all, Mrs. Higiisome. His legs are
just as straight as amybady’s.”

- - *

“Leaving, ch? At the height of the scaron,
too! What are you going to do?’ the mis-
tress snarled. 1 ain't a-goin’ to deo nothin’,
mum,” the eook answered complacently.
‘“Karma, the new fortune teller down to the
pier, read my palm last night, and it turms
out I'm to marry money before the full o’ the
moon.”’ -

& - L3 . *

Professor Stone: *“To the geologist a thon-
sand vears or so ar¢ not counted as  any
time at all.”” Man in the Audience: *'Great
Scolt! Aad to think I made a tanporary luan
of ten dollars to a man who kolds sucn
views "'

& * -

“The physically unfit should be removed.”
declared the new thinker of old thonglzs,
“I'm glad to hear rou za¥ 80, respunicd
the gentleman chaunfiour. It will make me
feal easier in my mind when rununizg over a
decrepit pedestrian.”

* -

Mrs. Newlywed: **Fred, dear, 1 have deone
yau a great injustice.”” Ar. Newlywed: - lIn
- what way?’ Mrs. Newlywed: ““Well, I sve-
pected you without reason. I asked several
of vour fricnds that vou go to the elub with
if you knew how to play poker, and every nue
of them thought a minute and said you

didn’t."”

- - *

They were discussing the relative position
of various countries as musical centris. Ger-
many seemed to have the most votanes,
much to the evident displeasure of one excit-
able Italian, who wished his ewn counury to
carry off the palm. *'Italy is turping ocut the
most musicians, and has always turned out
the most,"”” he cried. *“Ach!” exclained a
German present, “can you plame dem?”

. * .

An TIrish maid in the service of a Warhing-
‘ton family recently sought permission of her
mistress to take an afternoen off for the pur-
puse of consulting a dentist. Upon her return
the mistress said, ‘' Weil, Rasalie, did you
- have the tooth filled?” *I did, mum.”” **And
. what di¢ the dentist fill it with—geld or
[ amalgam?” 1 don't know just what it was,
“mum; but from the way 1 feel. I should
think”it was with thunder and loighteing,
mum.

- * L ]

An Englishman wae recontly invited hy a
New Yorker to accumpzoy nim on a hukiling
trip on Long Island., « Large or small game?y™
laconically asked the Briton, who has Lunied
. i every quarter of the globe,  “You den’t
i expect to find lions and  tigers on Long
; Island, do you? ' guneried the New Yorker
“Hardly," respoudsd  the Britom  with a
lavgh, “*but I like a spice of danger in my
Uhuuting” I thacs  the case)” answered
' the other, with a grin, “I'm  your wman, all
cright.  The last time I went out I shot 1wy
: brother-in-law in the leg!'”

* - »

“Long introductions wher a man
epeech to make are a bore,” eaid
Senator John C. Spooncr. *“I have had ail
{ kinds, but the most satisfactory one in  my
; career was that of & German Mavor of a
"small town in my Staic, Winconsin. 1 was
o make a pobitical addrees, and the opera
Louse was crowded. When it came time ta
_bcgin the Mayor got up. ‘Mine friends,” he
said, *1 haf asked been to introduce Senator
Spooner, who is to make a speech, yes. Vell,
. I'haf dit sa, und Le vill now do so.”™

L 4 - -

! Early one morning, many years ago, =
"burglar was runazing at the top of his epe-d
along a New York thorowghfare, pursved by
& lady who vociferated * Stop thief!” A
milkman  intercepted  the  fugitive, who
premptly exelaimed, “For Heaven's sake, let
me go. It’s my wife, and she’ll just about kill
me.” The miliman was a married man himr-

sclf. and  he allowed the malefactor to
‘EB(‘ﬂE)C-

hag &
former

- L 3 *

“Of course,”" said the optimist, *if a man
gets inte the habit of hunting trouble he's
sure to find it."” **Yes,'' replied the pessimist,
“and if he's so lazy that he always tries to
avoid it, it will And him. 8o wbat's the
difference?*’

[

- - -

An instance of exclusiveness maintained
under difficulties is reported from the ladics®
cabin of a lincr.,  All were sick except one
Iady and a cat, which wandered uubcasily
about. ‘The lady ventured to stroke the caf]
remarking, “ Poor pussy.”  The cal was ja.
clined to respond, and elevated its  tail, ja
token of goodwill, when from a neigllbulirirlg
berth came in choking tones the words, * Ex-
cuse me, that is a private catl™
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HEADS OR TAILS?

——
MR. JOHN BURXS STORY.

During the discussion in Committee ¢
House of Commona upon the Housing and ¥
Planning Bill, Mr. Cowan moved an amen
to the clause providing for the clys
dwelling houses which were aunfit for b
habitation — ihat the expression *du
house  ehould be held fo include any ry
which any person passed the might.

Mr Burns said he regretted that he g
not accept the amendment, because of th
treme impracticability of enforcing the lux
told the Committee that during the
manceusres two years ago an officer ang
self were left with the choice of sleeping
coal-cellar or a passage. They tusscd iy
“[ won,” said Mr. Burns, “and 1 gave hiy
cellar.”” The officer took the coal-hole, 4
alept in the passage. Would it not be 4
that the owner of the house, for the
three or four hours' hospitality to tw
people, should be proceeded against?

OCTOGENARIAN GETS TEXN 1I

Jobu Williams, asged nearly 88 yeun,
oldest prisoner who had ucen tried at the
Kent Quarter Sessions within living me
plesded not guilty at Maidstone to a <hag
horse stealing at Beckenhsm,

According to the evidence, Prisoner wiy
with the horee not far [rom the field wh
had been turned out. and when charped
stealing it he said. “Had you been i
minute vou would bave lost me.” In Lisp
was 8 hammer, with which it was rugy
that he intended to disable the animal, it
that he might disarm the suspicion of the
glaughterer to whom he would Bave scid

The jury, having fouud the prisoner g

Lord Cranbrook said Williams was o
wicked old man., He had been ecightt
prison for stzaling horses in this way.
getting the animals in his possession,
doubt knocked them almost to pie e
hammer, and then took them to the knwd

Williams was senicr. .-t 1o lepn yean
servitude.

CHURCH RATE APPEX

An interesting case was heard at th®
ton Sessions. It was an appeal by ¥
Colin Smith, snd the other proprictor:?
Wharf. Toolev-street, against the p
the rector’s rate for the parish of S:

Mr. Charles, for the appellants, exi
sn Act passed in the reign of G
. power wra given for the levring of a ra
duce £600 a vear for the maintenanc
port of a rector for this parish. The A
showed that it was intended that the
ghould live in the parish and 25 a malis R
a rectory was provided. .

Canon Bristowe, the rector, resided. T
at Lewisham, and the reclory. said M-t
bad been let as a counting house fr -

ar. { .

Mr. G. Elliatt, for the reepondent. o
point raised was irrclevant.

It was agreed that the rate should
without prejudice, pending a decisn?
higher court.

Mr. William Campbell, the v«
Court of Session Judge—the fr-
Catholic appointed to the Scottish B -2
the Reformation—wae installed in
Edinburgh as Lord Skerrington. Ju v
that some ultra-Protestants would ra
test. huc the ceremony passed off -
hitch. )

Marie Pcllegrin, a cook, at Niee, ha< @
£1,000 in a lorters. Unlike other &+
refuses to leave her situation, oven ioel
circumstances. and the only luxurs ;
is to be allowed to employ s kitchen *

1 “Death from heart failure dw: *- ¥

emaking ’ was the verdict returndd o
quest  held at Newcastle-on-Tyne

Edward Alexander, aged twenty, ¢
stated, smeked as manv as fifty eigari®

pr——

* NO BETTEWM FOGOD~ )
W, Sudrus Wiisaa, 5488, Sn _‘9 v

WOMAN ILLPS POLLE

At Newington Sescions, Joha tm
shoemaker. pleadsd guilty to i
kodily harn on  Police-comsta™? 7,
Joseph Waldrou. aged 28, carren™’
ﬂlihy to assaulting Dolice-cousialy
oir. L
The asszult took place whem 7€ °
were about to arres: the pen. MoT ‘.‘
to the ground. and Reid reccired =7
kicks. Ncither wae able 1o samuei ¥
but & veung wuman. a Miss Dot
forced her way through tie 07
Moir’s whistle.” Other constables 2
the prisoners were overpowered.
Mr. Wallace ithe chairman! @
eonstables and Mise Travers 1 'l",
Smith was sentenced o twesits

kard lakoor, ai:d Waldeen !_.-ﬂ.'

The funeral of Sir Elliott L2
Litchett Mineter, Poole, and “"""_
attend:d, There wope pumersts oo
only frum Darset, but Bickenhead & i B
places represented by the deea™
m-ng, .-

Owing ta the want of ~uff
raltar - iz weeks' supply ¢
for the use of the town, The =2
fiuners lave oen obliped to "‘5‘_‘,
to farnish the sbipping ™4
? Algecirag

ALWAYS, bendes g

11 Rremrs REsznveDnl.
TWOQ GAMELERS

JTH STEWART DREW
gitor of “ On Dangercus Ground,™ On:}.
Actress,” * For Somcbody’s Sake.”

BYXOPsSIS.
WIMENT L—The story opeus ja the Py
. where Gerald and the 5?)(!101‘ 'n.::: I:‘d:ﬁu
isomne, reckle: ug man, af
m much good 1w still lert. rald and
Famous gpun:blinge cadoon of M. Reilaire,
step-dauphter, Coiul Deverevy, is tire atr
_qtéga.mt})ler orl?e:lent,evn, rhe ¢ rockle
y oushunsuilied. Vil fublsin love wi
*ouly likes Lim, ¢

LLNENT 1L —Prosress of Vivian's suit. Hae
warriage, which Coral rcms;s. He s

CHAPTER V.
THE DOCTOR WANTS TGO EXOW.

aTRiRg, catly in that week, Dr. Haslet
2 on Gerald Leivestor in the latter's »
athe course of chat, it came up quite
w speal of wiwre he, the doctor, had
nday ; how he had enjoyved Lamo
and had secen Vivian there with
lady. wha did not scem to hav
o Did Gera'd know who she was
L ¥os,” answered Gerald quietly.
pc he had promised to take her
8he is Coralic Devereux, M. Be
siter,”
= T £aid the doctar.
verald 1old Lim in rubstance al! he
p at their first niceting, and someth)
igs had gone since, adding Vivian'
gg opinion of Bellaires’ real motive
pd care of Coral
uven't a doubt that he is perfeetly r
dqqlo: drily, * after what you te
position and bringing up of the g
Isaw one proof onSunday evening.
Ctod help her in sach a sea of temp
w safczuard, from what you tell me
intansic recoil from sin and shame
ignorance at present that she Las a
—hat is, practically. Whatsoever w
or acumen her cruel experiencd
her of those about Ler, no #lij) of sev
pr really have knowledge of herself, G
i wirn that knowledge comes ful
waking or, worse, if she be sud
ped to it by rome all too reckless hand
st:_cpd bewildered in direst dang
ST [P
bow bow you mean and what yoy
¢ of, doctor, but ¥you remember,”
fenerously cager to defend his fd
vou yourself said of bim, and trul
then ever sure that Val is not
bad as he scems and thinks, Of e
pever answer for oneself or other
£ older; bat still —well, 1 can't
tnk he iz deliberately beat on misc
fiar boy, you staunch fellow ! I
erhing. one way or the other,” said
ol'y. * Naturally. as intended. that
i ctio(;n ]to You all, and most of vou
es and her too, I su s, by atten
forth. I darcsay 1her}:‘:)sma{|v me,
: the sallc much worse, more ac
2ad depraved, than our handsome i
that remson le is far more like
wre to win her, to be successfyl *
dove! though, I'm not so sare of 4
rald bluntly, with a half lsuch, rec
it wager that had passed “ She
mixture, that same Coralie. In k
Wite as cynical 83 he is. She know
fellows arc in our Qifferent ded
. of follies and wildness.” i
te older man shook his head & littlo
L well, at any rate we can't help it,
uy be, and the questivn is problen

the younger man remembered wha
Iween himself and Vivian, and
Question was not so probiematical ;
*%d docior had his own suspicions.
T enough, that very afiernoon he me
A ihe Café Italien, and they shock
* asking how Dr. Hasleton had cn
» adding easily, with & smile :
& to miy young charge, I think s
%venth heaven—3  Bellaires’
You know, for I suppose you Lave §
Bum Gerald " —he was tolerabiy
* had asked Gerald all about Co
¥ he Lates classic music like pois
Brat pleasure of taking the child. B
0, isn’t ghe *
ksbly 50,” said the physician, a
¥ the casy, almost nonchalant m
ald, I saw him Festerdzy. He
finishing up some pictures befo
Lo, he told me, to London, about

i and he is making his way, too,
i most deservedly, for be is o
» although ke bLas some mean:.”
lv. Tt was when he was siud
gﬂlt I first koew Dim.”
tthe conversation to arts and tr
% doctor at parting yet more imp
“:':Jg'ular charm of the man, and m
y he was wlhat he was, when »
Y Lo might have beon so diffe
Sibly still be, even at the cleventh §
h:‘“ yet utterly hardened ; it d
hal?te for bope at only Lwo-and-t
-dearied Dr. Hasgloton.
CHAPTER VI.
. JMONGST THE BERAGERS.
i’ it Zovs without saying, took the
e 2 0L the carte-blanche mocorded 1
k lBel!mrctr. making no ovoct sig
: ['nlay the rule of wooer, bt a3 vt
“if up to the delicious pew ent
. Present fancy, the fice within
N, buz only two ready to leap
e mes. There was even addod caf
;‘h'ilwdiy of there being no answ
: ‘_S Stirred ag yet, seatica:ty if a
i‘"uld be the pleasurable excite
v, 2id drawing it to kimse'f, at bLis
' his heugiity eontidencs; th
k). d0ything so definiie s thoug
klme He was content to beoh dre
"‘I‘Ed sunshine and shades of 2
“et unrest that took Wim «
. &.rllne micasure when this young
A, was at bis will s to whomn he 4
n, “Nder, indulgent {amiliarity, as
g“?m to hini; with whom he Lo
,“:it,ed and favoured of ail those
L. '® no secret of it to him either,
}w‘i‘Ould nirjudge snd tako advar
&g Ness, gor—more probally —red
yy,, O Dot superbly contiden: tha
te_-{; of herself R0 nho could, doub
S level.  Beyvond, the ground
"l"gemus T in many a place
My antiful.  For all Corsi's te
h!:(;,."’n('e of life —as sho koew jt ;|
0, %42 Lnowiedge of ilie world's
L, lure’s worst phases was but &
w¥s the only teacling that in
r‘,‘ (“‘!perio-m‘a Truly had Vivias
B, f’-nnol put thirty years' oxjw
N l{(:r searing Life and screy
*d, given a bitter aad |8t

b
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