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THR LESSON OF SOUTH BIRMINGHAM.

It is & great victory, and all the greater after
ihe l.huurﬁ heroics of the Liberals during the past
fow months, since they recovered a little courage
alter the knockout blows received at Dulwich and
Lewisham. It proves once more that where the
elactorate has been thoroughly educated, and
whers il is composed of intelligent and hard-
headed men, tanfl reform hias every chance of
success. Nor can it be forgotten that Lord Mor-

h had much against him. He was a new man
comments the ~* Daily Mail "), unknown to the
constituency, whereas the late member, Mr.
Powell Williams, was o local man and deservedly

pular not only for bis intellectual qualities, but
also for the charm of his character and for the
simple unselfishness of his political life. On the
Conservative Party the success should have o
galutary effect. It is high time thai thoss mem-
bers of that party who, by their conslant absence
from the sittings of Parlinment, are endangering

the position of the Government, should be re- | eonld not.enter. Twice she succesufully rsninte_d
minded of their duty to the nation and to the | (he o ducking,” and her persecutors, augry at their
Empire. gl failure, threw waler over the r gitk 'd a_nd

Lord Morpeth has been returned for Birming- shivering, she crept back to bed. The following

ham by a majority reduced by nearly 000 votes.
The last time that the voters in South Birming-
hsm were polled was .in 1895, The majority of
3573 in that year has been reduced by Mr.
Hirst Hollowell to 3,076 in 1904.  After Mid-
Herts., the result is disappointing (adds the
“Daily News'). The rejoicings of the Tory
Press will form some measure of the depression
into which the -{IJ{I!N}Hl‘l’.‘! of the (}O\I'f‘r!‘lmam
have been thrown by recent.events. It is as well
to be thankful for small mercies. But no one
who knows Birmingham and the kind of in-
fluences that dominate there will be surprised at
the failure to capture one of Mr. Chamberlain’s
chisf strongholds. A year ago Mr. Powell Wil-
lisms's seat was marked among the impregnable.
No Liberal with any reputation to lose would in
those days attack a Birmingham seal. So help-
less was the situation that it was difficult to per-
suade leading Liberals thal it was worth while to
apeak within the walls. Mr. Chamberlain's per-
sonal power was supreme, and it is clear from
these figures that it is still almost unbroken.
Ouly those who know Birmingham well can de-
seribe how his power is exercised: The nearest
approach to it existed in the power of a City
Despot in-Ancient Greece. )

Lord Morpeth’s election for South Birming-
bham by a swinging majority of over three thou-
sand votes is a thoroughly satisfactory ending to
a hard-fought contest: It will come as a surprise
to those sanguine political meteorologists of the
Liberal persuasion who freely predicted a narrow
Unionist majority or no Unionist majority at all.
It Mr. Hirst Hollowell has failed utterly in his |
affort to capture the constituency (criticises the I
“‘Daily Graphic "), this has not been due either |
to lack of hard work on the part of his supporters
or to want of varieily in the arguments by which
his pretensions were supported. The Education
controversy, the Dear Loaf bogey, the Chinese
Labour agitation, the Licensing question—all |
these were exploited to the utmost in Mr. Hol-
lowell's campaign, while the fact that Lord Mor-
peth was not a resident of Birmingham, and
aought to succeed so pverwhelmingly strong a!
local man as the late Mr. Powell Willinms, was |
held to augur well for a Libernl vittory of at
least the *‘ moral ™' kind.

Bouth Birmingham is disappointing (confessea
the "' Daily Chronicla''). We have become so .
accustomed to triumphs lately that the position
of “as you were’’ seems almost like a defest.
YL it is in this case only ‘‘as you were,’” and, |
indead. there has been a small advance. Lord
Morpeth’s majority is 500 short of the number by

which Mr. Powell Williams won the last con-
tested election pf 1885, In 1900 he was returned |
unopposed. But we are not going to make much

out of a difference of that kind, Gallantly as Mr, |
Hirst Hollowell fought, especially against the

aoctarian clauses in the Eduecalion Act, he had
vory much to contend against. Lord Morpeth |
was a strong candidate ; he vomes of a Liberal

familv, and is himself perhaps as nearly a Liberal |
as it is possible for a Liberal Unionist to be in |
these days, without breaking from his party alto- |
gether. "But there is no denying thai it was the

influsnce of Mr. Chamberlain in Birmingham

that won the election. The present Govern- |
ment may ruinously mismanage o great war, they
may overthrow 4 the priociples of religions
equality, and establish in our hard-won colonies
a form of servitude scarcely to be distinguished |
from slavery; they may reduce the fiscal position |
of the country to hopeless chaos, but the great |
Midland city still believes in her chosen poli-
tician, and would vote for Chamberlainism |
though it involved a violent contradiction to its

ast.

o The result of the South Birmingham election
is, no doubt, a proof of the great personal in-
fluence which Mr. Chamberlain exercises in his
own locality (says the ** Standard "’). TLord Mor-
peth has been returned by five thousand two hun-

dred and ninely-nine votes, his opponent, Mr.
Hirst Hollowell, receiving ulli)‘ two thousand two
hundred and twenty-three. It was hardly be-
liayed by the most sanguine supporters of the de-

fasted candidate that he was likely to win the
wital, Lthough some enthusiasts had hopl?d for hus
auccess, and many |-xpl'\:h-d to see a considerabla |
reduction of the earlier Unionist majorities.
There has, in fact, been a sensible loss of ground
by Lthe Ministerialists since 1895—the last year
in which a contest took place. While the aggre-
gate number of votes recorded increased from
about six thousand to seven and a half thousand,
tihe Unionist majority has been diminished by
soma five hundred. To this extent the fiscal
question and the miscellaneons matters which the
Liberal managers have ciubbed together on the
chance of attracting this or that group of dis-
contents have presumably affected the local senti- |
ment.

We have not the slightest doubt that the

resulis of the South Birmingham election. Their
champion—a formidable man amongst the Pas-

sive Resisters—has reduced the majority by
which Mr. Powell Williams retained the seat Inepector, and a pay 'l':lark, RS shot at by a
b o | seavenger named Patrick Quinn, who had lately
when it was last challenged by Mr. Priestman. == o had oailed &t the offioe §
This immensurable success will be trumpeted all | been dismissed. 'annd o :‘ - ﬂ‘ 00‘ d'e. ﬂl‘
over the country as a proof that the Unionist I EE; grﬁ’:;x‘:gobt:lnfrgog.u :rr;vgl;l;rum;qc:“g Dfn:.lh;
cause i3 doomed,*nnd that Mr. Chamberlain has | Ao 5
lost hia hold over Birmingham. 8Sitill (avers the | shota took effect, l‘.hougt °n°. of B'ér‘ Grant :_angor’;
“Daily Telegraph '), the miserable Unionist has fingers was gm'u.tlifhj' A 'nua;.l:;n :hpc‘“ u l;l'l:.ts ;?
some ground for consolation. Lord Morpeth is | to defend 1‘";'“ .I' Quion o hbour?g s't.mt. Ag
roturned by the paltry majority of three thousand arrested by the police in a neig g

and some odd. He has polled more votes than the
daservedly popular and much-lamented Mr.
Powell Williams ever setured in his palmiest
days. It is almost distressing to point ont that
Mr. J. Hirst Hollowell had even fewer supporters
ihat the Conservative candidate who stood
agninst Mr. Chamberlain's closest political friend
in 1892, But in Birmingham—as is understood in
Nonconformist ecircles—the wicked Aourish ke
¥ green h'.i._\' tree, }I:t\'i'{l:_“ now vi]’\rr";mrri, to the
best of our ability, deep sympathy with the van-
u_.;u'u;--]. Wi may, with an Casy conscience—a
word much in vogue—justifly the
which all Unionists will feel at the result.
Lord Morpeth is entitled to our respectful con-
gratulations (says the “Morning Leader').
Planted down in the Mecea of Unionism he has
succeeded in inducing South Birmingham to de-
part from the example of the three other constitu-
encies which have previously rejected him. Mr.
Hirst Hollowell is to be congratulated, too, on a

plucky ﬁ;:]lt mn s hn]n-[l"ﬂ constitueney, for which
Wr Chamberlain’s principal lieutenant was re-
venod unopposed in 1900, and with a majority
of 3573 in 1895, In spite of every form of mis-
sspresentation, of the kind for which Birming-

wun is notorions, Mr. Hallowell has suceaded in
vibatantially reducing that majority. “Peculiarly

vidacions were the attempts of Mr. Jesse Collings
to ravive the old “khaki’’ issue. That tattered
fiag has apparenily still some devotees in Bir-
mingham, and the country will be wise to take
. o that =0 long as there is one serap of
toral virtue left in them, Mr. Chamberlain
will uot be shamed into abandoning the devices
of 4 ot the last General Election he made
wel profoundly unsefupulous use.

1

An agricu'tural associntion for the whole of
Wales is v he formed, and for the first three years
the exhibitions will be held at Aberystwyth.

mroy

- isaued.
| applied for, amounting to £69,623.

| Sunday night’s services. The Free Churches feel

. sermons on & resolution condemnin,

| his mind. The passengers subscribed  £100 for his
| widow snd children,

. . + ]
Radical Press will shriek with rapture over IhalI

satisfaction |

“RAGGING” A NUKSE.
Some extraordinary circumstances are related by
the ** British Journal of Nursing” concerning the
“ragging " of a nurse at Teoting Bec Asylum by
other nurses in that establishment. A jugjor nuree
spplied to the matron, Miss Cdttrill, to chdnge her
work from & particular ward, which she complained
was made very noplessant for her by the charge
and deputy-charge nurses. Dr. Boresford, the
medical superiniendent, and the matron made io-
qquiries, and the charge purse was warned that
“bullying” or Intimidation’ of the
junior stalf would bo treated with great
severity. Within 48 hours & very cruel
and cowardly mssault was committed on the
young nurse, Eight nurses entered her room in
the night and dragged her from her bed. An
attempt was wade to gag her with a stocking, and
her lip was cut. She made a brave atruggle, bat
her aseailants, with brutal frankness, announced
their intention of ** ducking ” her in a bath of cold
water. Thereupon she was carried to the bath-
room into which, fortunately for her, sll the nurses

morning, according to the Journal of @ursing, she
reported theoccurrence, butrefused to gWe thenames
of her assailants. Themedical superintendent, how-
ever, had his suspicions, and two of the nurses for
whom he sent acknowlsdged their guilt, and were
sus ed until the next commiithe meeting,
Subsequently six nurses went in a body to the
medical superintendent, and stated: that the
were equally guilty. They were also spuspended.
The committee, on considering the muatter, were
unani ly of opinion that the medical superin-
tendent had acted rightly in requiring the oculprits
to leave the institution at once after suspension,
instead of allowing them to remsin in residence,
and dismissed vhem forthwith. ** That eight mem-
bers of the nursing staff of the institution,” says our
contemporary, *‘ should have ehown themselves so
devoid of womanly feeling and lacking of a primary
conception of honourable copduct must be a bitter
disappointment to the authcrities who'have striven
hard for its wellare, But at least there is cause
for congratulation that the staff is purged of mem-
bers who could commit so cowardly an act. Itis
impossible to believe that women who could act as
these nursea acted towards one of their number
would treat helpless imbecile patients with the
consideration, kindness, and patience which they
l'ﬂq'l.l.lm."

ARMY HRUYFORM.

The War Office Reconstruction Committes have
iseued the second part of their report. The third
will follow promptly, and the scheme will prqba‘b‘lf
be in working order'in a month. In thisinstal-
ment of the report the reforms proposed are as
drastic as thcee set forth in the earlier iesue, and
the language as trenchant. The military members
of the new Army Council retire after four years’
service, to secure the constant infusion of new blood.
Members of the Council are absolutely responsible
for all that is done by the Council-unless they re-
tire. Work and administration are to be decentra-
lised. Kogland will be divided imﬁﬁ“ adminis-
trative commands ; Scotland, Ireland, and London
will esgch be s command. A commission of three
members will be appointed at once to carry out
details, There wiﬂmbo a trhined general staff
picked for their braine, and ‘ promotion” and
“ golection ” wlll be guided in the same way.
44 ['he Government of the Army by soldiers is the
keystons of the policy we have laid ‘down.” The
criticism of militar licy hy certain officiala

+ has become s hab't incurable unlesa drastic re- |,

forms are applied.” There is to be a complete
change of personnel to *' fully convince the rmk‘
and E!a of the finance branch that the old nzau:nm
must be abandoned and completely mew habits
formed.” f

e —————————————

LOANS ON IRISH LAND.

The first month’s operations under the Irish
Land Act were on quite s modeat scale. . A parlia-
mentary paper shows that in November loans to
the amount of £98,781 were applied for ; £3,695
was provisionally granted, and £192 actuslly
For the eale of estates, nine loans were

VOTING DURING SERVICE.

Thers was an unususl scene in almost every
Nonconformist place of worship in England at

strongly on the Chinese labour questiod, and as &
novalgﬁ{rm of protest, votes were taken after the
the importa-
tion of Chinese labour. into the Trausvaal, and
demanding of the Government and the majority in
the House of Commons & **a reversal of this
trous and dishonourable policy.”
e e e e————————————

——
SUICIDE FROM A LINER.

While the American liner 8t. Panl, which
arrived at Plymouth on Saturday, was steamiog
at full apeed, Jonn Printon, one of the stewards,
leapt from the rail and was drowned. Printon
had been for some years in the service of the com-
pany, and had saved some money. He left the
sea and started in hpsiness in Liverpool, but the
venture failed, and Printon had recently resumed
his old position. His loss, however, had preyed on

]
SHOUTING AFFRAY.

| At Leith on Ssturday, Mr. Graot, Inspector of
Street Cleaning, his gon, who acted ss Assistant-

FATAL FOOTBALL MISHAP.

| As the result of injuries received in an Associa-
{ tion football mateh, Edgar Bowner, a young stu-
| dent at Cardiff University College, died on Satar-
| day morning in the Oardiff Infirmary. The matoh,

which took place on Thursdayy was between
| Aberystwyth gullega and his own, and during ite
| progress Downer collided with an opponent, whose
| kneo caught him in the abdomen. OWDer WAS &
first-class player, and appeared last geason in a
Welsh trial match.

SAD EUHO OF THE BOKER WAR.

A verdict of “ Suicide while temporarily in-
sane” was returned at the inquest Egld at Bt.
Heliers, Jersey, on Saturdsy concerning the death
of Major A. J. Anson, of the 20d Highland Light
Infantry, who shot himself at his residence, Joan-
ville. Dr, Bentliff, who attended Major Anson for
influenza, said he was low-spirited and depreesed
about his health, owing, no doubt, to the arduous
duties he had performed in Scuth Africs, whence
he was invalided. Much sympathy is felt for
Msjor Anson’s widow, who ia sister of the Earl of
Harrowby. The deceased officer was twloe men-
tioned in dispatches from South Africa.

Eaturday was the fourth annive of the
surrender of General Cronje to the British at
Pasrdeberg. On the same day in 1881 the battle
of Majuba was fonght. L

Twenty-four coffine, containing female skeletons
thought to be those of nuns from a now ruined
nunnery adjoiting, have been found at Garvald,

TEESDALE MERCURY—WEDNESDAY, MA

CRONJE'S GUN SET UP AT
DEVONPORT. i

Incommemoration of the 14 members of the
crew of H.M.B. Doris who were killed during the
South African war & memorial was uncovered in
Dsvenport-park Saturday afternoon, theday being
the anniversary of the surrender of General Piete
Cronje at Paardeburg on February 27, 1900. The
memorial, which hus been erected by the officers of
the cruiser Doris, consists of a pom-pom gun cap-
tured by the Dorig's crew from the Boers, "The
gun stande upon a pedestal of Dartmoor granite;
this is particularly appropriate, as the Doris is what
is known a3 a West Couutry ship, her crew being
drafted from Devouport. Oa one side of the
pedestal in large raised lettera are the words,
*“Roady, ays, Roady,” whilst beueath are three
recessed marble panelsearrounded by cables carved
in granite. Upon the central panel is the follow-
ing inscription :—* This gun, captured from the
Buers during the South African war, 1899-1902,
has been erected by the officers and men of H, M.S.
Doris in memory of their shipmatea who lost their
lives in that campaign.” The gun bears many signs
of the severe service it has,becn through, and a ehot
from one of the Englleh guns bad destroyed a por-
tion of the rail.

ASSAULT WITH A MINER'S PICXZ.

At Wolverhampton, on Saturday, William
Worsey, a plasterer, was remanded on the charge
of ioflicting grievous bodily harm on G:orge
Thomae, a labourer. Thomas lies in the hospital
in a dying condition, the result, it is alleged, of an
agsault with & miner’s pick, which weapon, used in
a ree fight, caused five punctured wounds, The
fine end of the pick penctrated the lungs.

DREAMS THAT CAME TRUE.

Two remarkable instaoces of disaster revealed
in dreams are reported.’ The mother of Winifred
Harrison, who loat her life in the fire in London
on Thureday, says that in & dream ehe heard some-
one calling for help, and it wae borne in upon her
that the cries came from a person who was being
scalded. So improssed was she that she got up
and etruck a match, expecting to find somecne in
agony in the house, She is now convinced that it
rwa.a er daughter calling for her mother in the
midst of the awful fire. he other inst

MR. BRUDRICK ON UNIONIST
LOYALTY.

Mr. St. John Brodrick, M.P., Secretary of State
for Indis, was the guest of the Manchester Carlton
Club to dinver on Saturday evening. In many parts
of the country, he said, those who adhered to Mr,
Chamberlain’s fiscal views bad imposed test ques-
tiovs on the men who were willing to aceept a
certain amount of tariff reform, but who did not
at this moment—and perhape never eonld—go
to the whole dietance of Mr. Chamberlain’s sup-
porters. It was very much to be regretied that a
man who on all other questions was loyal to the
Unionist party and to the whoie of tho tensts
which were regarded as the sound teoets of the
Unionist party should be debarred as a Uasionist
candidate because he could not go to ths éxtreme
lengths in regard to fiscal reforms which Mr.

Chamberlain’'s  eupporters  desired to go.
They could not make & party on =
eingle question, sud he contended that the

test of single question should not dominate every
question on which they were engaged., 1t was not
ouly unwise and unjast, but it was the deadliest
possible attack that could be mads on the success
of the Unioniet party, and the one mest caleulated
to bring long-deferred success to the hungry body
of men whom they bad been opposing for the last
nine years, Then, on the other hand, a number of
men who on nine points out of 10 were in sym-
pathy with the Unionist party had banded them-
selves together under the Duke of Devonshire, and
the Duke of Devonshire had regrettably issued an
edict that in his opinion those who sympathised
with him should vote agsinst all the men who
would not agree with him on thie question. That
was & most uofortunate state of things. He
objected to the fiseal question being exalted into
the only question at present before the publie, to
ite being used as a totpedo by varions members of
their own party to blow up the line of battleships
of their own party.

THE RUSH TO TOWN.

——

Lord Onslow, President of the Board of Agri-
culture, addressing. a gathering of Cheshire agri-
culturists st Shrewsbury on Baturday after.oon
said that the effect of the improved education now
given in country echools would be very largely
to take away cfvmmg men from the country into
the towns, and he strongly urged that Cuunty
C ils should give them an agricultural educa-

from Blackpool, where 4 man pamed Hayes was
committed for trial on Saturday for attempt-
ing to murder a woman with whom he was lodg-
ing. The woman stated that on Wudnesday night
she said to Hayes, ** Ob, Jack, I dreamt you were
cutting my throat.” Huyes passed it off as a
joke, but the next night he cut her throat with a
razor, remarking as he caught hold of her, ** Now,
then, for what you dreamt the other night,”

MR. BRODRICK'S PROMISE.

Mr. 8t. John Brodrick, the Secretary for India,
received at Manchester on Saturday a deputation
representing the Britieh Cotton-Growing ; Associa-
tion in regard to the greater, possibilities of the
Empire as & cotton-growing field. In reply, the
Secretary for Indis promised a thorough overhsul-
ing of the agricultural staff under his control, so
that It might be seen whether the Indian Govern-
ment could not bring about better methods of culti-
vation. “I undertake,” he added, *to put my
back into it. What we can do shall be done.”

PAWNING NAPOLEON'S LINKS.

‘Henry Campion, 36, of Hackney, London, was
charged st Worship-street with the unlawful
poseession of a pair of gold sleeve links bearing
the crest and initial of the late Emperor Napoleon,
Prisoner took the links to a Hoxton pawnbroker,
who, recognising that they had considerable senti.
mental value, was suspicious, and ssked him to
call again. When he did come back he was given
into custody. The accused said the links were
given to his wife by her grandmother, and he
called a witness who proved he had pawned them
in 1802, The magistrate believed prisoner’s story,
and discharged him.

“SPECULATIVE” LOSSHS.

At Liverpool Assizes, on Saturday, Charles
Foinquinos, cotton importer, claimed damages from
the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway Company
for injuries enstained in the Waterloo nncirr:ul..
Mr. Justice Jelf ruled that plaintif could not
recover damages regarding the forced eale of spot
cotton. The question of speculation was one for
the jury. Plaintiff claimed £998 loss sustained on
speculation account during his incapacitation. The
jury awarded plaintiff £500 total damages. The
Elsintiﬁ’s brother was the ?raviolu day awarded
2,225 damages for personal Injuries in the same
accident.

STRANGE STORY FROM SUFFOLK.

A commission of clergy and laity is investigatin
& serles of complainte made by the parishioners o
Wickham Market, Suffolk, sagainet the Vicar, the
Rev. E. H. Grifith, whose High Church views did
not fit in with those of his flock. This living was
presented to Mr, Griffith by Miss Margsret Aimea
when he waa a curate at Holy Trinity, Ely. She
startled him somewhat oue day by asking him
whether he would like & living of his own, and
receiving a rsplly in the affirmative she obtained by
purchase the liviog of Wickham Market, Mr.
QGriffith was installed there, and then Miss Amies
disappeared, and no more was heard of her until
the local guardians were asked to receive her into
their workhouse from a London union,

BIBLES BY INSTALMENTS.

Some interesting evidence as to the eale of family
Bibles by weekly instalments was given at Mold
County Court, where a number of working peaple
were summoned for arrears, A woman represent-
ing one of the defendants urged as a reason why
she should mot pay £2 8s, tl.;hnh she gould get a
Bible for 104d., with the same words in. The
agent said that they had sold about 800 of these
Bibles in the district on the instalment plan.

MR. EIPLING ON VOTING.

—_—

In the course of his speech at Rondebosch, near
Capetown, advocating the election of the local
Progreseive candidates—both of whom have since
been returned—Mr. Rddyard Kipling said that
for every man %o get up on his hind legs and
record Lils vote on the polling day meant a tax on
his time of five minutes. But on that vote
depended the future of the land for the next five
years,

LOVER'S CRUEL JOEKE.

With the idea of revenging himself for the
infidelity of his sweetheart, & well-known musio-
hall ginger in Parle, her young man wrote to her
that he was about to commit sulcide. He then
made his friends lay him out for burial, with
lighted candles around him and a crusifix on his
breast. The girl, says the Matin, on receiving the
letter hastened to her lover’s house, and, fravtic

with grief at the sight of the supposed e¢.-pss,
th_rew‘;amlf from the window, mdp was seriously

injured.

The Panama Canal Treaty having been ratified
op both nl{den, Pﬂmfdentme?wlt has sigoned a
proclamation putting it into effect.

It lsoﬁioidrﬂnot' ed to the
Guards that wzan the Queen at
st which the King is
compliments will be

ments of Foot
% preseat, the s wilitery
no resan B Bame mi

p-lcf as though his Mnj:g

tion so &8 to induce them to remain on the soil.
Replying to questions, Lord Oonslow said he be-
lieved the railway companies were not indisposed
to listen to reasonsble greivances of agriculturists,
He was afraid he could not hold out any great
hope that the Government would support Mr.
Jesse Collings’s Bill for the purchase of land, as it
would place such a heavy burden on the taxpayer.
The question of local taxation could not be con-
sid by Parliament this Session, and he did not
think that the metric eystem wonld find favour in
thie country.

SKETTING FIRE TO A HEARSE.

The Bangor police are investigating a curious
case of incendiarism at Llanfairfechan. Somebody
drenched the public hearse with paraffin, filled it
with paper, and fired the lot., Fortunately, the
Enpar burnt away without setting fire to the
earse, which was placed among a number of costly
broughams and other vehicles. The polise have
suspicions, and a sensational development is ex-
pected.

-

SEVEN PEOPLE STARVING.

A pathetic story of want and saffering has been
brought to light through the arrest at Greenwich,
London, last week oi a hali-starved man named
Heory Bustard, 31 years of age, on a charge of
begging. On Coronation Day he was knocked
through a plate-glass window, Iu the fall he sus-
tained injuries that caused partial paralysis of the
throat and arm, and he became unable to speak.
Ever since this mishap Bustard has been fighting
poverty. At his wretched lodgings in Camberwell
a constable found his wife and five children
starving. In diecharging Bustard on Saturday the
Greenwich magistrate observed that it was a case
in which nc doubt someone would be willing to
help. He would allow Bustard 10a. out of the
poor-box, and he hoped work would be provided
for him by some kindly person.

MAIDSTONHE TRIPLE MURDER.

The body- of Mr. Charles Tootell, whose wife
and two daughters were discoversd murdered on
Wednesday, was found on Thursday evening in
the Medway. It is believed that the police dis-
covered some document in the house directing their
search to the river, which is within three minutes’
walk of the house where the tragedy was enacted,
sinos they commenced to drag the river almost as
soon as the crime was known to them. Ooe
correspondent says the following letter was found
in the house:—** My dear Sister,—I have made
a great mistake. Take care of Reuné (the
daughter who is at school at Folkestone). Let Bill|
(a brother who resides in London) settle matters, |
My mind is gone. I don’t know what will hap
—Charles.,” The medical evidence will show that
Mrs, Tootell was murdered in her sleep. There is
& peacetul expression on her face, and the bed.
olothes were in no way disarranged. The two
daughters ocoupied separate bedrooms, and one of
them had apparently not died without a struggle,
as one of her hands is severely cut. The body of
the murderer wae found not more than six or seven
minutes’' walk from the residence of the family in
the London-road. It is believed that overwork
unhinged deceased’s mind, and that the evidence
st the inquest will clearly establish thie. On the
envelope of the letter quoted above there are
bloodstains, indicating that it was written after
the crime had been committed.

A MILLIONAIRE'S WILL.

The will of the late Mr. Edward .Brook, of
Meltham Mills, near Huddersfield, and Hoddom
Castle, Dumfriesshire, cotton sewing thread manu-
facturer, who died on January 29th last, has now
been proved, The estate haa been sworn at
£2,155,752 83. 9d. net, exclusive of heritable pro-
perties in Beotland and of the several settlements.
The smount paid for estate duty is £170,580
14s. 3d. It ie mentioned that his wife is already
provided for by marriage and post-nuptial settle-
ments, and by bher own property. A sum of
£60,000 is left to one daughter, and £42,000 to
another dsughter, in addition to her settlement,
and the bulk of his property is divided between
his two sons, Mr, Ed Jonas Brook and Mr.
Charles Brook, the elder succeeding to the Hoddom
Estate and the younger to the Kinmount Estate.

GIPSY GIRL'S PROWESS.

A case that in some repecta recalled Isobel
Berpers and *“ Lavengro ” was heard at the Farn.
ham Petty Sessions. There was a disturbance at
Ash Vale, near Aldershot, and the police endea.
voured to arrest a dranken flpay. ther gipsies
interfered, among them & girl named Louisa Page.
who was stated to have felled three soldiers in
succession, each with a single blow, who came to
the sssistance of the police. The girl and her com.
panions were fined.

Parents are ruled by their children nowadays,

remarked the Worship-street magistrates, in

London.
The relationship between the pastor and the
urryport, near

ple of the Baptist chapel at
an.u , haa Iately been strained, and one evening

& meeting of the congregation decided to dispense
with his services. Subsequently a large crowd
sssembled, beating cans, and the village constables
were unable to check the disturbance, during

East Lothian,

were present,

whioch sticks and stones were used.

1904.

SOUTH BISMINGHAM ELECTION.

On Fridsy the poll was taken in South Birming-
ham for the election of a euccessor to the late Mr.
Powell Williams (U), whoee sudden death was
greatly regrotted. Ihe Fiberals brought forward
as candidate for the vscancy Mr. J. Hirst
Hollowell, an ex-Nonconformist minister of
shility sand vigour, and the Uuionist pat for-
ward Viscount Morpeth. Though it had been
geoerally believed that the election would result
in «the Unionists retsining the seat, the con.
test. has been conducted with much livelinese,
snd the actual election on Friday was accom-
panied by considerable excitement. There was a
hesvy, contivuous fall of snow during the day,
which interfered greatly with the operstions.
'll‘jinla figures of the polling were announced as
ollows : —

Morpeth (U.) — - — 5,209
Hollowell (L.) = - - 2228
Unionist majority .. ol ;ﬁ’;—é

At the last General Election, and also at a by-
election in 1895, Mr. Powell Willisme was re-
turned unopposed. There were contests at the
Geueral Elections of 1882 and 1895, when the
figurea were : —

1892,
Powell Williams (L. U.)

- - 05,193

W. J. Lancaster (G.) — - 2,270
Unionist majority .. - 2,923

1805.
Powell Williams (L. U.) .. - 4,830
W. Priestman (L.) = o 1,857
Ucionist majority 5 5,5;??3
MR. ASQUITH ON THE
GOVERNMENT.

Mr. Asquith spoke to a crowded Liberal demon-
stration in the Kureaal, at Harrogsate, on Friday
evening. Ho eaid that after nine yesrs of Tory
Administration tbey found themselves with a
depleted exchequer, reaping the fruits of the
domestic and reactionary legislation which were
never approved by the country, and face to face
with proposals of a fiscal change which Liberals
believed, if carried into effect, wuuld be rulnous
and detrimentsl to the interests of the Empire.
The bye-elections that had taken place were &
reversal of the policy of the Government. The
Treasury bench was patched up, and it had bebind
it a dwindling and precarlons majority. The
Government were in no hurry to produce s policy,
but they proposed to fetter the discretionary
fnwaru which had alwayes been entrusted to the
icensing authorities. The Government had already
spent much Eoglieh blood in Somaliland, and a
million of money had been voted, but they could
get o information ss to why the war was insti.
tuted or carried on. He condemned the idea of
the Goveroment employing Chinese labour in the
Transvaal under servile conditions, and ridiculed
the fiscal policy of Mr. Chamberlain,

THE FAVERSHAM EXPLOSION.

—

The coroner’s inquiry concerning the death of
Charles Pepper, George Clarke, and Bertie
Masters, who died from injuries sustained in the
explosion at the Faversham gunpowder works on
the 20d February, was concluded at Faversham ou
Friday. There was no conclusive evidence as to
the cause of the explosion, but three probable
theories were offered by Captain Lloyd, Iuspector
of Explosives, He eaid the explosion might have
been caused, first by the fall orn piece of plaster
into the mixing machine, secondly by an electrical
charge in connection with the belting, or thirdly
by the crushing of a portion of the scale with
which the sides cf the machine became corroded.
The inspector added thats he would not in fature
recommend the use of plaster for walls in danger
buildio The jury returned a verdict of acci-
dental death in each case.

e e e —

“ON THE BRINK OF DISSOLU-
TION.

Mr. Morley, spesking at Consett on Friday
night, eaid Mr. Balfour’s policy in effect was that
if local Unionist Associations were to return s
Chamberlsin majority, then the Cabinet would
M.iopi Mr. Chamberlain’s policy ; if constituents
did not give s Chamberlain majority, then they
would die tsther than surrender the esacred
principles of Free Trade. The Government might
shiver on the brink of dissolution, but the longer
they deferred the evil day, the worse it wounld be
when it cams. Referring to the Chinese labour
problem, he sald he would not argne whether
indentured Chinamen meant slavery, but the
arguments used in support of the ordinance would
be equally eound if put forward to defend elsvery.
They were told that the Tranevaal was & grand
field for vur surplus populstion, bat when the
surplus population went there it found itself more
surplps, and turned back.

!

HIT BY A ORICEET BALL.

Judge Cadman, on Friday, at Todmorden County
Court, delivered an important judgment affecting
the liability of cricket clubs. A married woman,
pamed Broadbent, claimed £25 as sgsinst
the committes of the Todmorden Cricket Club, in
respect of iarlontl injories sustained through her
being struck by a ball played by the club profes-
sional while practising on the club ground. His
Honour held that the professional was engsged to
teach cricket to the members, snd while he him-
soll was practising on the groucd with the bat he
played a ball on to the highway, and it struck the
plaintiff, injoring her. This practising was outside
the professional’s ordinary duties, and the judge
failed to see how the committee could be held re-
sponsible, as the occupiers of the ground, or as the
professionsal’'s employers. If, in the course of his
work, the professional had been negligent, and
caused damage to the plaintiff, his employers would
then donbtless have been lisble, but no negligence
or wilfulness was alleged, and therefore there was
no liability. He gave judgment for the defendants
with costs,

A MONEEY ON THE BED.

At the Brighton County Court on PFriday, the
jury awarded Mrs, Carcline Emil B’mkn-r,
sundress, of Shoresham, £14 17s. dd? damages
against Alfred Robertson, deecribed as a gentle.
man, of Hove. The plaintiff clsimed £20, and her
oase was that & monkey escaped from the defen-
dant's yacht in Shoreham Harbour, and got into
her house, where she found it on the bed. Bsing
in & delicate state of health, she susiained a serious
shock to the system.

The defence was that the monkey came from the
West Indies very tame, snd was frightened from
the yacht. by boye throwing stones at it.

Judge Scally the arguments after the
jury’s finding and reserved judgment.

TEN O'CLOCK CLOSING TIME.

—_—

Ten o'clock is the hour definitely fixed for the
closing of public-houses in Glasgow. The magis-
trates of the city have decided to exercise their
powers underythe new Scottish Licensing Act, and
the change will come into force at tie end of
March, Should the new rule not prove eatis-
factory, the old hours will be reverted to at the
end of the year, snd meanwhile thestre and
railway station bars are exempted from its
opersation.

Charged st Burnley Police Court with wife
desertion & man pleaded as an excuse the **
stitious practices of his mother-in-law.” He said

that she ““‘not only told fortunes means of
eards, but for good luck, put dragon's on salt
and then set fire to it "

FIELD AND GA RDEN
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WINTER ON THE Fanu
land is in abeyance, but the wintry «
vshered in at the beginning of t -
as a stimulus to the farmer lo see Lok
roots were securely housed or cla and
vea

of harm's way. The last month of the
too late to make good the arrears of aut
work, and ag the water-le d land dries

very slowly at this season all efforts to drill
are at present sburiive, and on retentive
the operation will be postponed till more

genial conditions in the spring. Though aly
ance of herbage has been the dominant fe
in pastures this year, slock-owners and gru

do not r-'p--rt As \:lr'_-r.'!. :--r:.' B SUAsS0ONn as n
have been expected d the prospects of red
root supplies in spring, coupled with I
forage crops, has materially affected the &
of prices in store cattle recently.

PLaxTs FOR TowN GaARDENs.—Most, if

all, hardy annuals will thrive in a town
if their requirements in the way of soil, moi
and shade are attended to, and among herba
perennials there is a large choice. Hollyk
shonld be avoided—they are almost invar
sickly in such a position—but there are »
other tall plants which may be used, sunflos
rockets, foxgloves, and phloxes, to name s

few. The last alone are enough to mak:
garden beautiful, there are such a vast numl
varielies, a wonderful improvement in stz

colour having been effected in recent years
clematis is one of the best climbers for a
and here, again, there are so many charmis
varieties that it is difficult to choose b
them, though some are certainly very muchas
The wistaria is another excellent climber fo
purpose. Among dwarfer plants may be =
tioned primroses, polyanthuses, German ir
sea-lavender, mimulus, sweet-williams, d
daisies, and especially antirrhinums, whik
be obtained in many beautiful colours, and
on flowering for many months in the ye
nations and pinks are lairly satisfacton
they should be propagated afresh
otherwise they deterniorale rapully. Ak
similarly treated, may also be tried, thoug
are more uncertain. Lily-of-the-valley m
put in a shady spot if it is supplied with ;
of water. Hypericum calycinum (St. .
waort) is one of the best plants for growing3
trees if the shade is not too dense.

THE GARDEN.—Garlie, eschallots, and
require atiention. In instances where t
former have already been planted, see ths
have firm hold of the ground, and that thei
base is well covered. If not yet planted. m
and turn the ground up deeply, let it Le
day or two for the surface to mellow, thes!
it down to fine mould, into which pre
divided bulbs down firmly with the hand
desirable to divide the bulbs, as necessar;
or two before they are plamed, and ]}]SC-.‘
a dry position for the wounds to dry, and
more important in regard to garlic, the
of which, when divided, show such &
wounds at their base. Chives are a de
mild form of the onion family, the tender
leaves of which form such a pleasing adds
salad bowls, etc., somewhat neglected
years. Neat edgings can be formed wit
to vegelable grounds, if the old stool
taken up, divided into equal-sized divisios
suitably replanted. Rhubarb crowns, w
is not intended for force by the aid of fern
materials or otherwise, should be forward
mid s more preseniable for culinary purp
covering 50 as to exclude cold air and
Thus earlier bupﬁllii‘ﬁ will be forthcoming
left fully exposed. Market garden growe
large way simply cover whole rows aof &
light litter. In more limited quantities’
be advantageously forwarded by inver
boxes, tubs, and the like over individus!®
or hy keeping the litter from too clos¢
with the leaves when growing by an isf
contrivance of stakes. When induced
withont direct fresh air and light it
coloured and more tender. Beakale e
the ground—not forced for an early crop-
may be wanted for culinary purposes, su
promptly covered with mounds of sifted 5=
tightly covered with pots so that air as
cannot get to it.

NEw ﬁh‘.am' Frurrs.—Quite a large:
berry fruits have been introduced of rec
and the seeker for ' something new '’ hat
wide selection to choose from. The
distinct novelty in the shape of a wh
berry (Ieeberg). The luscious fruits u
size, and are almost transparent, so 9 J
seed is visible. The loganberry is now ¥}
a deservedly popular fruit. It was ob®
crossing the American blackberry with ©
berry, and the result is a hybrid resemi=,

arents and producing large and bs

erries of a rich and delicious flavour
plant is very hardy and robust, thro
vigorous shoots from the base fifteen ¥
when the plant is well established. II ¥
doubtedly Lecamu quite popular when it
are more generally known. The Japané
berry bears heavy crops cf handsom®
berries in the month of August. Though?
quite hardy, a good deal of blossom was 8¢
by frost in the epring ; but the pears ar®
also shared this fate. The fruit is of s b”
refreshing flavour. In fertile soil as ©
eighty berries are sometimes found in 3,
cluster. The plant is worth growinf
beauty alone, as the stems are of a deep ©
and the foliage has a silvery reverse, g%
highly decorative appearance. As reg®
strawberry-raspberry, it cannot claim €7
the atiractive features of the other fr®
tioned, and it is a moot point “—hﬂi--rh‘
“take "’ or not. The plant is of a low, *F
habit, with strawberry-like berries, **_
of an almost undefinable flavour, but ns/™
pared to the wineberry.

PoT FLOWERS.—Auriculas in pots she®
have the roots well saturated with water. *,
insure that all future waterings wil Py
evenly and freely throughout the balle. ‘
top dressed with ri¢h, fibrous loam. Be¥
much of the surface soil as possible, ¥,
uring the roots, and press the new

rmly in its place. Avoid filling the po™/
as to do so might unduly limit future 1%
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