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" R A G G I N G " A N U K S E . 

Some extraordinary oircumstances are related by 
the " Brit ish Journal of Nursing " concerning the 
" ragging " of a nurse at Tuoting Bee Asylum by 
other nurses in that establishment. A juojpr nurse 
applied to the matron, Miss CJ t t r i l l , to change her 
work from a particular ward, which she complained 
was made very unpleasant for her by the charge 
and deputy-charge nurses. Dr. Beresford, the 
medical superintendent, and the matron made in
quiries, and the charge nurse was warned that 
any " b u l l y i n g " or intimidation' of the 
junior staff would be treated w i th great 
severity. W i t h i n 48 hours a very cruel 
and cowardly assault was committed on the 
young nurse. Eight nurses entered her room in 
the night and dragged her from her bed. A n 
attempt was made to gag her w i th a stocking, and 
her l ip was cut. She made a brave struggle, but 
her assailants, w i t h brutal frankness, announced 
their intention of " ducking " her in a bath of cold 
water. Thereupon she was carried to the bath
room into which, fortunately for her, all the nurses 
could not.enter. Twice she successfully resisted 
the " ducking," and her persecutors, angry at their 
failure, threw water over the poor girL Cold and 
shivering, she crept back >o bed. The following 
morning, according to trie Journal of JJursinf, she 
reported theoccurrence, but retused to gwethenames 
of her assailants. Tbeniedical superintendent, how
ever, had his suspicions, and two of the nurses for 
whom he seat acknowledged their guilt , and were 
suspended unt i l the next committee meeting. 
Subsequently six nurses went in a body to the 
medical superintendent, and stated, that they 
were equally gui l ty . They were also suspended. 
The committee, on considering the matter, were 
unanimously of opinion that the medical superin
tendent had aoted r ight ly in requiring the culprits 
to leave the inst i tut ion at onoe after suspension, 
instead of allowing them to remain in residenoe, 
and dismissed them for thwi th . " That eight mem
bers of the nursing staff of the inst i tut ion," says our 
contemporary, " should have shown themselves so 
devoid of womanly feeling and lacking of a primary 
conception of honourable conduct must be a bitter 
disappointment to the authorities who have striven 
hard for its welfare. But at least there is cause 
for congratulation that the staff is purged of mem
bers who could oommit so cowardly an act. I t is 
impossible to believe that women who could act as 
these .nurses acted towards one of their number 
would treat helpless imbecile patients w i th the 
consideration, kindness, and patience which they 
require." 

A R M Y R K F O R M . 

The War Office Reconstruction Committee have 
iseued the second part of their report. The th i rd 
w i l l follow promptly, and the scheme w i l l probably 

B i r ° I be in working order In a month. I n thiainstal-
Daily Graphic ), this has not been due either | ^ q { £ » e p o r t ftg r e i o r m B p r o p o s e d a t e a 8 

| drastic as those set forth in the earlier issue, and 
! the language as trenchant. The mil i tary members 
I of the new Army Council retire after four years' 

service, to secure the constant infusion of new blood. 

C U R R E N T OPLN 
T U B LESSON OF S O U T H B I R M I N G H A M . 

I t is a great victory, and a l l the greater after 
the absurd heroics of the Liberals during the past 
few months, since they recovered a l i t t l e courage 
after the knockout blows received at Dulwich and 
LewUham. I t proves once more that where the 
electorate has been thoroughly educated, and 
where i t is composed of intelligent and hard-
headed men, tariff reform has every chance of 
Success. Nor can i t be forgotten that L o r d Mor
peth had much against h im. He was a new man 
(comments the • 'Da i ly M a i l " ) , unknown to the 
constituency, whereas the late member, M r . 
Vowel l Wi l l i ams , was a local man and deservedly 
popular not only for his intellectual qualities, but 
also for the charm of his character and for the 
simple unselfishness of his poli t ical l i fe . On the 
Conservative Party the success should have a 
salutary effect. I t is high time that thoss mem
bers of that party who, by their constant absence 
f rom the sittings of Parliament, are endangering 
the position of the Government, should be re
minded of their duty to the nation and to the 
Empire . 

L o r d Morpeth has been returned for Bi rming
ham by a majority reduced by nearly 500 votes. 
The last time that the voters in South Bi rming
ham were polled was in 1895. The majori ty of 
3,573 in that year has been reduced by M r . 
H i r s t Hollowell to 3,076 i n 1904. After M i d -
Herts . , the result is disappointing (adds the 
" D a i l y News") . The rejoicings of the Tory 
Press w i l l form some measure of the depression 
into which the supporters of the Government 
have been thrown by recent events. I t is as well 
to be thankful for small mercie3. Bu t no one 
who knows Birmingham and the kind of in 
fluences that dominate there w i l l be surprised at 
the failure to capture one of M r . Chamberlain's 
chief strongholds. A year ago M r . Powell W i l 
liams's seat was marked among the impregnable. 
No L ibera l w i th any reputation to lose would in 
those davs attack a Birmingham seat. So help
less was the situation that i t was difficult to per
suade leading Liberals that it was worth while to 
speak wi th in the walls. M r . Chamberlain's per
sonal power was supreme, and i t is clear from 
these figures that i t is s t i l l almost unbroken. 
Only those who know Birmingham well can de
scribe how his power is exercised. The nearest 
approach to i t existed in the power of a City 
Despot in Ancient Greece. 

Lord Morpeth's election for South Bi rming
ham by a swinging majority of over three thou
sand voles is a thoroughly satisfactory ending to 
a hard-fought contest; I t w i l l come as a surprise 
to those sanguine political meteorologists of the 
L ibe ra l persuasion who freely predicted a narrow 
Unionist majori ty or no Unionist majority at a l l . 
I f M r . Hi rs t Hol lowel l has failed utterly in his 
effort to capture the constituency (criticises the 

C R O N J E ' S G U N SECT U P A T 
DEVONPORT. 

to lack of hard work on the part of his supporters 
or to want of variety in the arguments by which 
his pretensions were supported. The Education 
controversy, the Dear Loaf bogey, the Chinese 
Labour agitation, the Licensing question—all 
these were exploited to the utmost in M r . Hol -
lowell's campaign, while the fact that L o r d Mor
peth was not a resident of Birmingham, and 
.Wight to succeed so overwhelmingly strong a 
local man as the late M r . Powell Wil l iams, was 
held to augur well for a Libera l victory of at 
least the " m o r a l " k ind. 

South Birmingham is disappointing (confesses 
the " D a i l y Chronic le") . We have become so 
accustomed to triumphs lately that the position 
of "as you w e r e " seems almost like a defeat, 
Yet i t is in this case only "as you were 

Members of the Council are absolutely responsible 
for all that is done by the Council .unless they re
tire. W o r k and administration are to be decentra
lised. England w i l l be divided iuto five adminis
trative cemmands ; Scotland, Ireland, and London 
w i l l eaoh be a command. A commission of three 
members w i l l be appointed at once to carry out 
details. There w i l l be a trained general staff 
picked for their brains, and " promotion " and 
" selection" w i l l be guided in the same way. 
" I h e Govetnment of the Army by soldiers is the 

and! I keystone of the policy we have laid down." The 
criticism of mil i tary policy by certain- officials 
" has become a hab't incurable unless drastic re
forms are applied." There is to be a complete 
change of personnel to " fully convince the rank 
and file of the finance branch that the old system 
must be abandoned and completely hew habits 
formed." 

L O A N S ON I R I S H L A N D . 

indeed, there has been a small advance. L o r d | 
Morpeth's majori ty is 500 short of the number by ; 
which M r . Powell Wil l iams won the last con- | 
tested election pf 1895. I n 1900 he was returned | 
unopposed. Bu t we are not going to niaKe much : 
out of a difference of that k ind . Gallantly as M r . j 
H i r s t Hollowell fought, especially against the ; 
sectarian clauses in the Education Act , he had ', 
vory much to contend against. L o r d Morpeth | 
was a strong candidate ; he comes of a Liberal | 
familv. and is himself perhaps as nearly a Libera l 
as i t is possible for a Liberal Unionist to be in j 
these days, without breaking from his party alto- , 
gether. But there is no denying that i t was the 
influence of M r . Chamberlain in Birmingham 
that won the election. The present Govern- | 
ment may ruinously mismanage a great war, they 
may overthrow* the principles of religious , 
equality, and establish in our hard-won colonies 
a form of servitude scarcely te be distinguished I 
from slavery; they may reduce the fiscal position | 
of the country to hopeless chaos, but the great \ 
Midland city s t i l l believes in her chosen poll- ; 
t ic ian, and would vote for Chamberlainism j There was an unusual scene in almost every 
though i t involved a violent contradiction to its f Nonconformist plaoe ot worship in England at 
past. j Sunday night's services. The Free Churches feel 

The result of the South Birmingham election t a t r o n K i y on the Chinese labour question, and as a 
J 1_A — t ~ C . '. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , , n ] >n_ ' . - - A . t t - n W n « AUAH f kft 

The first month's operations under the I r i sh 
Land Ac t were on quite a modeBt scale. A parlia
mentary paper shows that in November loans to 
the amount of £9,781 were applied for ; £3,695 
was provisionally granted, and £192 actually 
issued. For the sale of estates, nine loans were 
applied for, amounting to £69,623. 

V O T I N G D U R I N G S E R V I C E . 

I n commemoration of the 14 members of the 
crew of H.M.S . Doris who were kil led during the 
South African war a memorial was uncovered in 
Davonport-park Saturday afternoon, the day being 
the anniversary of the surrender of General Piete 
Cronje at Paardeburg on February 27, 1900. The 
memorial, which has been erected by the officers of 
the cruiser Doris, consists of a pom-pom gun cap
tured by the Doris'd crew from the Boers. The 
gun stands upon a pedestal of Dartmoor granite ; 
this is particularly appropriate, as the Doris is what 
is known as a West Country ship, her crew being 
drafted from Devouport. On one side of the 
pedestal in large raised letters are the words, 
" Rsady, aye, Raady," whilst beuaath are three 
recessed marble panels eurrounded by cables carved 
in granite. Uoon the central panel is the follow
ing inscription : — " This gun, captured from the 
B^ers during the South African war, 1899 1902, 
has been erected by the officers and men of H.M.S . 
Doris in memory of their shipmates who lost their 
lives in that campaign." The gun bears many signs 
of the severe service i t has.beeu.through, and a shot 
from one of the English guns had destroyed a por
tion of the ra i l . 

is , no doubt, a proof o f the great, personal in 
fluonce which M r . Chamberlain exercises in his [ 
own locality (says the "Standard " ) . L o r d Mor- j 
peth has been returned by five thousand two hun
dred and ninety-nine votes, his opponent, M r . 
H i n t Hollowell) receiving only two thousand two . 
hundred and twenty-three. I t was hardly be- I 
lieved by the most sanguine supporters of the de- j 
feated candidate that he was likely to win the : 
Mat, though some enthusiasts had hoped for his ! 
saceeaa, and many expected to see a considerable 
redaction of the earlier Unionist majorities. ! 
There has. in fact, been a sensible loss of ground ; 
by the Ministerialists since 1895—the last year 
i l l which a contest took place. Whi le the aggre
gate number of votes recorded increased from 
about six thousand to seven and a half thousand, i 
ths Unionist majori ty has been diminished by : 
somn five hundred. To this extent the fiscal ; 
question and the miscellaneous matters which the 
L ibe ra l managers have clubbed together o n the 
chance of attracting this or that group o f dis
contents have presumably affected the local senti
ment. 

We have not the slightest doubt that the 
Radical Press w i l l shriek wi th rapture over the 
results o f the South Birmingham election. Their 
champion—a formidable man amongst the Pas
sive Registers—has reduced the majority by 
whii 'h M r . Powell Wil l iams retained the seat 
when i t was last challenged by M r . Priestman. 
This immeasurable success w i l l be trumpeted a l l 
over the country a s a proof that the; Unionist 
cause is doomed,'and that M r . Chamberlain has 
lost his hold over Birmingham. S t i l l (avers the 
" Daily Telegraph " ) , the miserable Unionist has 
some ground for consolation. L o r d Morpeth is 
returned by the paltry majority of three thousand 
and some odd. He has polled more votes than the 
deservedly popular and much-lamented M r . 
Powell Wil l iams ever secured in his palmiest 
day.4. I t is almost distressing to point out that 
Mr . J . Hi r s t Hollowell had even fewer supporters 
that the ' Conservative candidate who stood 
against M r . Chamberlain's closest poli t ical friend 
ia 189:2. But in Birmingham—as is understood i n 
Nonconformist circles—the wicked flourish use 

i green bay tree. Having now expressed, to the 
best of our abil i ty, deep sympathy wi th the van
quished, we may, wi th an easy conscience—a 
word much in vogue—justify the satisfaction 
which al l Unionists w i l l feel at the result. 

L o r d Morpeth is entitled to our respectful con
gratulations (says the " M o r n i n g Leader" ) . 
I ' lanted down in the Mecca, of Unionism he has 
succeeded in inducing South Birmingham to de
part from the example o f the three other constitu
encies which have previously rejected h im. M r . 
Hi r s t Hol lowel l is to be congratulated, too, on a 
pluckv fight in a hopeless constituency, for which 
yi<- Chamberlain's principal lieutenant was re-
I ••—.".\ unopposed in 1900, and wi th a majority 
it 3 "73 in 1895. I n spite if every form of mis-
i- 'presentation, of the kind for which Bi rming-

• tii is notorious, M r . Hollowell has suceeded in 
substantially reducing that majori ty . Peculiarly 
•udaciong were the attempts of M r . Jesse Collings 
to rovive the old " k h a k i " issue. That tattered 
fl-vg has apparently s t i l l some devotees in B i r 
mingham, and the country w i l l be wise to take 
rareing that so long as there is one scrap of 

loral virtue left in them, M r . Chamberlain 
will not be shamed into abandoning the devices 
•>f which nt the last General Election he made 
•acta profoundly unscrupulous use. 

novel form of protest votes were taken alter the 
sermons on a resolution condemning the importa
tion of Chinese labour into the Transvaal, and 
demanding of the Government and the majority in 
the House of Commons a " a reversal of this disas
trous and dishonourable policy." I 

S U I C I D E F R O M A L I N E R . 

While the American liner 8 t . Paul, which 
arrived at Plymouth on Saturday, was. steaming 
at ful l speed, Jonn Printon, one of the stewards, 
leapt from .the rai l and was drowned. Printon 
had been for some years in the servioe of the oom-
pany, and had saved some money. He left the 
sea and started in business in Liverpool, but the 
venture failed, and Printon had recently resumed 
his old position. His loss, however, had preyed on 
his mind. The passengers subscribed £100 for his 
widow and children. 

S H O O T I N G A F F R A Y . 

A t Lei th on Saturday, M r . Grant, Inspector of 
Street Cleaning, his son, who aoted as Assistant-
Inspector, and a pay clerk, were shot at by a 
scavenger named Patrick Quinn, who had lately 
been dismissed. Quinn had called at the office for 
his wages, and being nnder the influence of dr ink, 
he fired six shots from a revolver. None of the 
shots took effect, though one of Mr . Grant senior's 
fingers was grazed by a bullet as he put up his hand 
to defend himself. Quinn then escaped, but was 
arrested by the police in a neighbouring street. 

F A T A L F O O T B A L L M I S H A P . 

Au agricu'tural aseocia'iou for the whole of 
Wale* is to be formed, and for the first three years 
the exhibitions w i l l be held at Aberystwyth. 

As the result of injuries received in an Associa
tion football match, Edgar Downer, a young stu
dent at Cardiff University College, died on Satur
day morning in the Cardiff Infirmary. The matoh, 
which took place on- Thursday* was between 
Aberystwyth College and his own, and during its 
progress Downer collided wi th an opponent, whose 
knee caught him in the abdomen. Downer was a 
first-class player, and appeared last season in a 
Welsh t r i a l match. 

S A D E C H O O F T H E B O E R W A R . 

A verdict of " Suicide while temporarily in
sane " was returned at the inquest held at St. 
Heliere, Jersey, oh Saturday concerning the death 
of Major A . J . Anson, of the 2nd Highland Light 
Infantry, who shot himself at his residence, Joan-
ville. Dr. Bentlitf, who at tended Major Anson for 
influenza, said he was low spirited and depressed 
about his health, owing, no doubt, to the arduous 
duties he had performed in South Africa, whence 
he was invalided. Much sympathy is felt for 
Major Anson's widow, who in sister of the Earl of 
Harrowby. The deceased officer was twice men
tioned in dispatches from South Africa. 

A S S A U L T W I T H A M I N E R ' S P I C K 

A t Wolverhampton, on Saturday, Wi l l i am 
Woreey, a plasterer, was remanded on the oharge 
of inflicting grievous bodily harm on < I urge 
Thomas, a labourer. Thomas lies in the hospital 
in a dying condition, the result, i t is.alleged, of an 
assault w i th a miner's pick, which weapon, used in 
a free fight, caused five punctured wounds. The 
fine end of the pick penetrated the lungs. 

M R B R O D R I C K O N U N I O N I S T 
L O Y A L T Y . 

Saturday was the fourth anniversary of the 
surrender of General Cronje to the Br i t i sh at 
Paardeberg. On the same day in 1881 the battle 
of Majuba was fonght. 

Twenty-four coffins, containing female skeletons 
thought to be those of nuns from a now mined 
nunnery adjoining, have been found at Garvald, 
East Lothian. 

D R E A M S T H A T C A M E T R U E . 

Two remarkable instances of disaster revealed 
in dreams are reported.' The mother of Winifred 
Harrison, who lost her life in the fire in London 
on Thursday, says that in a dream she heard some
one calling for help, and i t was borne in upon her 
that the cries came from a person who was being 
scalded. So impressed was she that she got up 
and struck a match, e xpectiug to find someone in 
agony in the house. She is now convinced that I t 
was her daughter calling for her mother in the 
midst of the awful fire. The other instance oomes 
from Blackpool, where a man named Hayes was 
committed for t r i a l on Saturday for attempt
ing to murder a woman w i t h whom he was lodg
ing. The woman stated that on Wednesday night 
she said to Hayes, " Oh, Jack, I dreamt you were 
cutting my throat." Hayes passed i t off as a 
joke, but the next night he cut her throat w i th a 
razor, remarking as he caught hold of her, " Now, 
then, for what you dreamt the other night." 

MR. B R O D R I C K S P R O M I S E -

Mr. St. John Brodrick, the Secretary for India, 
received at Manchester on Saturday a deputation 
representing the Bri t ish Cotton-Growing Associa
t ion in regard to the greater, possibilities of the 
Empire as a cotton-growing field. I n reply, the 
Secretary for India promised a thorough overhaul
ing of the agricultural staff under his control, so 
that i t might be seen whether the Indian Govern
ment could not bring about better methods of cult i
vation. " I undertake," he added, " to pu t my 
back into i t . What we can do shall be done." 

P A W N I N G N A P O L E O N ' S L I N K S . 

Henry Campion, 36, of Hackney, London, was 
charged at Worship-street w i t h the unlawful 
possession of a parr of gold sleeve links bearing 
the crest and in i t ia l of the late Emperor Napoleon. 
Prisoner took the links to a Hoxton pawnbroker, 
who, recognising that they had considerable senti
mental value, was suspicious, and asked him to 
call again. When he did come back he was given 
into custody. The accused said the links were 
given to his wife by her grandmother, and he 
called a witness who proved he had pawned them 
In 1902. The magistrate believed prisoner's story, 
and discharged him. 

" S P E C U L A T I V E " L O S S E S . 

A t Liverpool Assizes, on Saturday, Charles 
Foinquinos, cotton importer, claimed damages from 
the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway Company 
for injuries sustained in the Waterloo accident. 
M r . Justice Jelf ruled that plaintiff oould not 
recover damages regarding the forced sale of spot 
cotton. The question of speculation was one for 
the jury . Plaintiff claimed £998 loss sustained on 
speculation account during his incapacitation. The 
jury awarded plaintiff £500 total damages. The 
plaintiff's brother was the previous day awarded 
£2,225 damages for personal injuries in the same 
accident. 

S T R A N G E S T O R Y F R O M S U F F O L K . 

A commission of clergy and lai ty is Investigating 
a series of complaints made by the parishioners of 
Wickbam Market , Suffolk, against the Vioar, the 
Rev. E, H . Griffi th, whose High Church views d id 
not fit in w i t h those of his flock. This l iv ing was 
presented to Mr . Griffith by Miss Margaret Aimes 
when be was a curate at Holy Tr in i ty , E ly . She 
startled him somewhat'one day by asking h im 
whether he would l ike a l iv ing of his own, and 
receiving a reply in the affirmative she obtained by 
purchase the l iv ing of Wickham Market. M r . 
Griffith was installed there, and then Miss Amies 
disappeared, and no more was heard of her un t i l 
the local guardians were asked to receive her into 
their workhouse from a London union. 

B I B L E S B Y I N S T A L M E N T S . 

Some interesting evidence as to the sale of family 
Bibles by weekly instalments was given at Mold 
County Court, where a number of working people 
were summoned for arrears. A woman represent
ing one of the defendants urged as a reason why 
she should not pay £2 8 9 . that she could get a 
Bible for 10 j 1., w i th the same words in . The 
agent said that they had sold about 800 of these 
Bibles in the district on the instalment plan. 

MR. K I P L I N G O N V O T I N G . 

I n the course of his speech at Rondeboscb, near 
Capetown, advocating the election of the local 
Progressive candidates—both of whom have since 
been returned—Mr. Rrldyard Kip l ing said that 
for every man to get up on hie hind legs and 
record his vote on the polling day meant a tax on 
his time of five minutes. But on that vote 
depended the future of the land for the next five 
years. 

L O V E R ' S C R U E L J O K E . 

W i t h the idea of revenging himself for the 
infidelity of his sweetheart, a well-known music-
hall singer in Paris, her young man wrote to her 
that he was about to commit suicide. He then 
made his friends lay him out for burial , w i th 
lighted candles around him and a crucifix on his 
breast. The g i r l , says the Matin, on receiving the 
letter hastened to her lover's house, and, f rad io 
w i t h grief at the sight of the supposed t.'-pse, 
threw herself from the window, and was seriously 
injured. 

The Panama Canal Treaty having been ratified 
on both sides, President Roosevelt has signed a 
proclamation putt ing i t into effect. 

I t is officially notified to the regiments of Foot 
Guards that w h m the Queen attends any ceremony 
at which the K i n g is not present, the same mil i tary 
compliments w i l l be paid as though his Majesty 
were present. 

M r . St. John Brodrick, M.P . , Secretary of 8tate 
for India, was the guest of the Manchester Carlton 
Club to dinner on Saturday evening. I n many parts 
of the country, he said, those who adhered to M r . 
Chamberlain's fiscal views had imposed test ques
tions on the men who were wi l l ing to accept a 
certain amount of tariff reform, but who did not 
at this moment—and perhaps never could—go 
to the whole distance of M r . Chamberlain's sup
porters. I t was very much to be regretted that a 
man who on al l other questions was loyal to the 
Unionist party and to the whole of the tenets 
which were regarded as the sound tenets of the 
Unionist party should be debarred as a Unionist 
candidate because he could not go to the Extreme 
lengths in regard to fiscal reforms which Mr . 
Chamberlain's supporters desired to go. 
They could not make a party on a 
eingle question, and he contended that the 
test of single question should not dominate every 
question on which they were engaged. I t was not 
only unwise and unjust, but i t was the deadliest 
possible attack that could be made on the success 
of the Unionist party, and the one most calculated 
to bring long-deferred success to the hungry body 
of men whom they bad been opposing for the last 
nine years. Then, on the other hand, a number of 
men who on nine points out of 10 were in sym
pathy wi th the Uuionist party had banded them
selves together under the Duke of Devonshire, and 
the Duke of Devonshire had regrettably issued an 
edict that in his opinion those who sympathised 
w i t h him should vote against a l l the men who 
would not agree wi th him on this question. That 
was a most unfortunate state of things. He 
objected to the fiscal question being exalted into 
the only question at present before the pubtic, to 
its being used as a torpedo by various members of 
their own party to blow up the line of battleships 
of their own party. 

T H E R U S H T O T O W N . 

Lord Onslow, President of the Board of A g r i 
culture, addressing a gathering of Cheshire agri
culturists at Shrewsbury on Saturday afternoon 
said that the effect of the improved education now 
given in country schools would be very largely 
to take away young men from the country into 
the towns, and he strongly urged that County 
Councils should give them an agricultural educa
tion so as to induce them to remain on the soil. 
Replying to questions, Lord Onslow said he be
lieved the railway companies were not indisposed 
to listen to reasonable greivances of agriculturists. 
He was afraid he could not hold out any great 
hope that the Government would support M r . 
Jesse Collings's B i l l for the purchase of land, as i t 
would place such a heavy burden on the taxpayer. 
The question of local taxation oould not be con
sidered by Parliament this Session, and he did not 
th ink that the' metric system would find favour in 
this country. 

S E T T I N G F I R E T O A H E A R S E . 

The Bangor police are investigating a curious 
case of incendiarism at Llanfairfechan. Somebody 
drenched the public hearse w i t h paraffin, filled i t 
w i th paper, and fired the lot . Fortunately, the 

Eaper burnt away without setting fire to the 
earse, which was placed among a number of costly 

broughams and other vehicles. The police have 
suspicions, and a sensational development is ex
pected. 

S E V E N P E O P L E S T A R V I N G -

A pathetic story of want and suffering has been 
brought to l ight through the arrest at Greenwich, 
London, last week of a half-starved man named 
Henry Bustard, 31 years of age, on a oharge of 
begging. On Coronation Day he was knocked 
through a plate-glass window. I n the fall he sus
tained injuries that caused partial paralysis of the 
throat and arm, and he became unable to speak. 
Ever since this mishap Bustard has been fighting 
poverty. A t his wretched lodgings in Camberwell 
a constable found hia wife and five children 
starving. I n discharging Bustard on Saturday the 
Greenwich magistrate observed that i t was a case 
i n whioh no doubt someone would be wi l l ing to 
help. He would allow Bustard 10s. out of the 
poor-box, and he hoped work would be provided 
for him by some kindly person. 

M A I D S T O N E T R I P L E M U R D E R . 

The body of M r . Charles Tootell, whose wife 
and two daughters were discovered murdered on 
Wednesday, was found on Thursday evening in 
the Medway. I t is believed that the police dis
covered some document in the house directing their 
search to the river, whioh is wi th in three minutes' 
walk of the house where the tragedy was enacted, 
since they commenced to drag the river almost as 
soon as the crime was known to them. One 
correspondent says the following letter was found 
In the house :—"My dear Sister,—I have made 
a great mistake. Take care of Ren6 (the 
daughter who is at school at Folkestone). Let B i l l 
(a brother who resides in London) settle matters. < 
M y mind is gone. I don't know what w i l l happen. 
—Charles." The medical evidence w i l l show that 
Mrs. Tootell was murdered in her sleep. There is 
a peaceful expression on her face, and the bed
clothes were in no way disarranged. The two 
daughtei s occupied separate bedrooms, and one of 
them had apparently not died without a struggle, 
as one of her hands is severely cnt. The body of 
the murderer was found not more than six or seven 
minutes' walk from the residenoe of the family in 
the London-road. I t is believed that overwork 
unhinged deceased's mind, and that the evidence 
at the inquest w i l l clearly establish this. On the 
envelope of the letter quoted above there are 
bloodstains, indicating that i t was wri t ten after 
the crime had been committed. 

A M I L L I O N A I R E ' S W I L L . 

The w i l l of the late M r . Edward < Brook, of 
Meltham Mi l l s , near Huddersfield, and Hoddom 
Castle, Dumfriesshire, cotton sewing thread manu
facturer, who died on January 29th last, has now 
been proved. The estate has been sworn at 
£2,155,752 8s. 9J. net, exclusive of heritable pro
perties i n Scotland and of the several settlements. 
The amount paid for estate duty is £170,580 
14s. 3d. I t is mentioned that his wife is already 
provided for by marriage and post-nuptial settle
ments, and by her own property. A sum of 
£60,000 is left to one daughter, and £42,000 to 
another daughter, i n addition to her settlement, 
and the bulk of his property is divided between 
his two sons, M r . Edward Jonas Brook and M r . 
Charles Brook, the elder succeeding to the Hoddom 
Estate and the younger to the Kinmount Estate. 

G I P S Y G I R L ' S P R O W E S S . 

A case that In some repects recalled Isobel 
Berners and " Lavengro " was heard at the Farn-
ham Petty Sessions. There was a disturbance at 
Ash Vale, near Aldershot, and the police endea
voured to arrest a drunken gipsy. Other gipsies 
interfered, among them a g i r l named Louisa Page, 
who was stated to have felled three soldiers in 
succession, eaoh w i t h a single blow, who came to 
the assistance of the police. The g i r l and her com
panions were fined. 

Parents are ruled by their children nowadays, 
remarked the Worship-street magistrates, i n 
London. 

The relationship between the pastor and the 
people of the Baptist ohapel at Burryport , near 
Llanelly, has lately been strained, and one evening 
a meeting of the congregation decided to dispense 
w i t h his services. Subsequently a large crowd 
assembled, beating oans, and the village constables 
were unable to check the disturbance, during 
whioh sticks and stones were used. 

S O U T H B I R M I N G H A M E L E C T I O N . 

On Friday the poll was taken in South Birming
ham for the election of a successor to the late M r . 
Powell Will iams (U) , whose sudden death w a 6 
greatly regretted. I be Eiberals brought forward 
as candidate for the vacancy M r . J . Hi rs t 
Hollowell , an ex-Nonconformist minister of 
abil i ty and vigour, and the Uuionist put for
ward Viscount Morpeth. Though i t had been 
generally believed that the election would result 
in .the Unionists retaining the seat, the con
test has_ been conducted w i th much livelinese, 
and the actual election on Friday was accom
panied by considerable excitement. There was a 
heavy, continuous fall of snow during the day, 
which interfered greatly w i th the operations. 
The figures of the polling were announced as 
follows:— 

Morpeth (U.) „ _ - ._ 5,299 
Hollowell (L.) ._ ._ 2,223 

Unionist majority ... 3,076 
A t the last General Election, and also at a by-

election in 1895, M r . Powell Will iams was re
turned unopposed. There were contests at the 
General Elections of 1892 and 1895, when the 
figures were:— 

1892. 
Powell Will iams (L . U. ) _ _ 5,193 
W . J . Lancaster (G.) _ _ 2,270 

Unionist majority „ _ 2,923 
1895. 

Powell Will iams (L. U.) ._ . „ 4,830 
W . Priestman (L.) _ _ 1,257 

Unionist majority 3.573 

MR. A S Q U I T H O N T H E 
G O V E R N M E N T . 

M r . A-jquith spoke to a crowded Liberal demon
stration in the Kureaal, at Harrogate, on Friday 
evening. He said that after nine years of Tory 
Administration they found themselves w i th a 
depleted exchequer, reaping the fruits of the 
domestic and reactionary legislation which were 
never approved by the country, and face to face 
w i th proposals of a fiscal change which Liberals 
believed, i f carried into effect, would be ruinous 
and detrimental to the interests of the Empire. 
The bye-elections that had taken place were a 
reversal of the policy of the Government. The 
Treasury bench was patched up, and i t had behind 
i t a dwindling and precarious majority. The 
Government were in no hurry to produce a policy, 
but they proposed to fetter the discretionary 
powers which had always been entrusted to the 
licensing authorities. The Government had already 
spent much English blood in Somaliland, and a 
million of money had been voted, but they conld 
get no information as to why the war was insti
tuted or carried on. He condemned the idea of 
the Government employing Chinese labour in the 
Transvaal under servile conditions, and ridiculed 
the fiscal policy of M r . Chamberlain. 

T H E F A V E H S H A M E X P L O S I O N . 

The coroner's inquiry concerning the death of 
Charles Pepper, George Clarke, and Bertie 
Masters, who died from injuries sustained in the 
explosion at the Faversham gunpowder works on 
the 2nd February, was concluded at Faversham on 
Friday. There was no conclusive evidence as to 
the cause of the explosion, but three probable 
theories were offered by Captain L loyd , Inspector 
of Explosives. He said the explosion might have 
been caused, first by the fall of a piece of plaster 
into the mixing machine, secondly by an electrical 
oharge in connection w i t h the belting, or th i rd ly 
by the crushing of a portion of the scale w i t h 
which the sides cf the machine became corroded. 
The inspector added that, he would not in future 
recommend the use of plaster for walls in danger 
buildings. The ju ry returned a verdict of acci
dental death in each case. 

ON T H E B R I N K O F D I S S O L U 
T I O N . 

M r . Morley, speaking at Consett on Friday 
night, said M r . Balfour's policy in effect was that 
i f local Unionist Associations were to return a 
Chamberlain majority, then the Cabinet would 
adopt M r . Chamberlain's policy ; i f constituents 
did not give a Chamberlain majority, then they 
would die rather than surrender the sacred 
principles of Free Trade. The Government might 
shiver on the brink of dissolution, but the longer 
they deferred the evil day, the worse i t would be 
when i t cam?. Referring to the Chinese labour 
problem, he said he would not argue whether 
indentured Chinamen meant slavery, bnt the 
arguments used in support of the ordinance would 
be equally sound i f put forward to defend slavery. 
They were to ld that the Transvaal was a grand 
field for our surplus population, but when the 
surplus population went there i t found itself more 
surplus, and turned back. 

H I T B Y A C R I C K E T B A L L . 

Judge Cadman, on Friday, at Todmorden County 
Court, delivered an important judgment affecting 
the l iabi l i ty of cricket clubs. A married woman, 
named Broadbent, claimed £25 as damages against 
the oommittee of the Todmorden Cricket Club, in 
respect of personal injuries sustained through her 
being struck by a ball played by the olub profes
sional while practising on the club ground. His 
Honour held that the professional was engaged to 
teach cricket to the members, and while he him
self was practising on the ground wi th the bat he 
played a ball on to the highway, and i t struck the 
plaintiff, injuring her. This practising was outside 
the professional's ordinary duties, and the judge 
failed to see how the oommittee could be held re
sponsible, as the occupiers of the ground, or as the 
professional's employers. I f , i n the course of his 
work, the professional had been negligent, and 
caused damage to the plaintiff, his employers would 
then donbtless have been liable, but no negligence 
or wilfulness was alleged, and therefore there was 
no l iabi l i ty . He gave judgment for the defendants 
w i th costs. 

A M O N K E Y O N T H E B E D . 

A t the Brighton County Court on Fr iday, the 
ju ry awarded Mrs. Caroline Emily Hooker, 
laundress, of Shoreham, £14 17s- 6d. damages 
against Alfred Robertson, described as a gentle
man, of Hove- The plaintiff claimed £20, and her 
case was that a monkey escaped from the defen
dant's yacht i n Shoreham Harbour, and got into 
her house, where she found i t on the bed. Being 
tn a delicate state of health, she sustained a serious 
shock to the system. 

The defence was that the monkey came from the 
West Indies very tame, and was frightened from 
the yacht by boys throwing stones at i t . 

Judge Scully heard the legal arguments after the 
jury's finding and reserved judgment. 

T E N O ' C L O C K C L O S I N G T I M E . 

Ten o'clock is the hour definitely fixed for the 
closing of public-houses in Glasgow. The magis
trates of the city have decided to exercise their 
powers under-the new Scottish Licensing Act , and 
the change w i l l come into force at the end of 
March. Should the new rule not prove satis
factory, the old hours w i l l be reverted to at the 
end of the year, and meanwhile theatre and 
railway station bars are exempted from its 
operation. 

Charged at Burnley Police Court wi th wife 
desertion a man pleaded as an excuse the " super
stitions practices of his mother-in-law." He said 
that she " n o t only told fortunes by means of 
cards, but for good luck, put dragon's blood on salt 
and then Bet fire to i t . " 

FIELD A N D G A R D E N . 
B i I . B S i s G P . A S S . — T h e fine effects obtain^ 

plant ing various bulbs in lawns or on g f f c 

slopes is now fully r«cognised. There is . 
time to plant the majority of the bulbs in fa\o 
able weather, but they should not be kept out 
the soil a day longer than is necessary, 
highly fragrant and wax-like flowers o f t h s j , " 
c inth should be for- most in the arrav 0 / sp̂ T 
flowers. The range of colours in this bulb' 
excels anything else of the k ind . Clumi* 
crocuses, which may be planted in trios of coli,,, 
are also very bcautifui when seen on a gr^ 
bank or wi th a green back ground. Under 
of the deciduous kinds narcissi and .1 ; , ; ; . . 
planted to the best advantage. In the wit, 
the trees give some protection, and later, 
the flowers are over, the leaves on the 
afford ihem just the shade they need. 

H A R D Y F R U I T G A R D E N . — T h e t raining s 

nai l ing of wall f rui t trees must be attended 
and completed wi th despatch, wi th the except 
of peaches and nectarines 111 more northern 
tr icts , and where efficient protective coverti 
cannot be applied when the trees are in f! , 
T o carry these particular trees safely over t i , 
blooming and fruit H e t i i n g period, careful own, 
usually defer tacking them close to the wall m 
the flower buds begin to enlarge perceptibly, 
this means they bloom a week or two later 
often enjoy greater immunity from in jury by 
spring frosts. Amateurs who have delayed 
work may be told masses of dense branel 
existing upon trees—trained ones in particnlj,' 
cannot carrv flower buds and frui t successti 
and must be thinned in such manner as to M 
the best shaped, situated, and matured. Tj 
done, see to the old fastenings—shreds, stri 
and nails—before making new_. Many wall ti 
have their symmetry marred and their hei 
ruined through neglecting old nails, shrerh 
ties, which cut their way into the swelling b 
and corrode the wood, which, unseen, I*, 
canker, where insect pests harbour. ty 
fastening should be examined, and. i f need 
removed each season, even i f i t be tight aro 
the part icular branch i t is intended to suppor. 

W I N T E R O N T H E F A R M . — A l l cultivation 
land is in abeyance, but the wint ry conditi 
ushered in at the beginning of the wee*. serJ 
as a stimulus to the farmer to see that sUxki 
roots were securely housed or clamped and 
of harm's way. The last month of the year 
too late to make good the arrears of am 
work, and as the water-logged land dries 
very slowly at this season all efforts to d r i l l 
are at present abortive, and on retentive 
the operation wjl l be postponed t i l l more 
genial conditions in the spring. Though at 
ance of lierbage has been the dominant fe: 
in pastures this year, stock-owners and gru., 
do not report as satisfactory a season as n. 
have been expected, and the prospects of red 
root supplies in spring, coupled wi th lin 
forage crops, has materially affected the I 
of prices in store cattle recently. 

P L A N T S F O R T O W N G A R D E N S . — M o s t , if 
a l l , hardy annuals w i l l thrive in a town ga> 
i f their requirements in the way of soil , moir 
and shade are attended to, and among li--r! 3 
perennials there is a large choice. Hol.y:. 
should be avoided—they are almost invar 
sickly in such a position—but there are 
other ta l l plants which may be used, sunfl. >, 
rockets, foxgloves, and phloxes, to name b 
few. The last alone are enough to mate 
garden beautiful, there are such a vast numi 
varieties, a wonderful improvement in size 
colour having been effected in recent years, 
clematis is one of the best climbers for a 
and here, again, there are so many charming 
varieties that i t is difficult to choose belt! 
them, though some are certainly very much 
The wistaria is another excellent climber for 
purpose. Among dwarfer plants may be 
tioned primroses, polyanthuses, German • 
sea-lavender, mimulus, sweet-williams, du 
daisies, and especially antirrhinums, » i . 
be obtained in many beautiful colours, and 
on flowering for many months in the year, 
nations and pinks are fa i r ly satisfactory 
they should be propagated afresh anna, 
otherwise they deteriorate rapidly. P a u t i 
similarly treated, may also be tr ied, thoug: 
are more uncertain. Lily-of-the-valley m: 
put i n a shady spot i f i t is supplied with p 
of water. Hypericum calycinum (St. i 
wort) is one of the best plants for growing 
trees i f the shade is not too dense. 

T H E G A R D E N . — G a r l i c , eschallots, ando 
require attention. I n instances where u-
former have already been planted, see th* 
have firm hold of the ground, and that theu 
base is well covered. I f not yet planted, m 
and tu rn the ground up deeply, let i t lie 
day or two for the surface to mellow, thenfc 
i t down to fine mould, into which pre?1 

divided bulbs down firmly wi th the hand, 
desirable to divide the bulbs, as necessary,i 
or two before they are planted, and place tb 
a drv position for the wounds to dry, and ti 
more important in regard to garl ic, the ' 
of which, when divided, show such 
wounds at their base. Chives are a d 
mi ld form of the onion family, the tender 
leaves of which form such a pleasing addtc 
salad bowls, etc., somewhat neglected of 
years. Neat edgings can be formed witk 
to vegetable grounds, if the old stools an 
taken up, divided into equal-sized division 
suitably replanted. Rhubarb croWns, wl 
is not intended for force by the aid of ferm 
materials or otherwise, should be forward: 
m i d j more presentable for culinary purrx 
covering so as to exclude cold air and 
Thus earlier supplies w i l l be forthcoming 1 
left fully exposed. Market garden grow<~ 
large way simply cover whole rows of V 
l igh t l i t te r . I n more l imi ted quantities : : 

be advantageously forwarded by invertir.! 
boxes, tubs, and the l ike over individua1-
or by keeping the l i t te r from too clo?e 
wi th the leaves when growing by an in-' 
contrivance of stakes. When induced » 
without direct fresh air and l i g h t i t if 
coloured and more tender. Seakale exi' 
the ground—not forced for an early crop 
may be wanted for culinary purposes, si"" 
promptly covered w i th mounds of sifted 
t ight ly covered w i t h pots so that air an« 
cannot get to i t . 

N E W B E R R Y F R U I T S . — Q u i t e a large nac: 

berry fruits have been introduced of rece'-' 
and the seeker for "something n e w " ha-r 

wide selection to choose from. The ! » ' 
distinct novelty in the shape of a whAti 
berry (IcebergV The luscious fruits a r ' 
size, and are almost transparent, so t:-
seed is visible. The loganberry is now I J 
a deservedly popular f ru i t . I t was ob'>, 
crossing the American blackberry wi th '- :' 
berry, and the result is a hybr id reseml-'j 
parents and producing large and l - : 

berries of a r ich and delicious flavour 
plant is very hardy and robust, thro* 
vigorous shoots from the base fifteen W ] 
when the plant is well established. B *J 
doubtedly become quite popular when A 
are more generally known. The Japane'^ 
berry bears heavy crops cf handsom^ 
berries i n the month of August. Thougt; 
quite hardy, a good deal of blossom was * 
bv frost i n the sp r ing ; but the pears anc 
atso shared this fate. The f ru i t is of a t r " 
refreshing flavour. I n fertile soil as •* 
eighty berries are sometimes found in ',; 
cluster. The plant is worth growing " 
beauty alone, as the stems are of a deep J 
and the foliage has a silvery reverse, g i " 
highly decorative appearance. As reg*| 
strawberry-raspberry, i t cannot claim JJ 
the attractive features of the other f r U ! 

tioned. and i t is a moot point whethf 
" take " or not. The plant is of a low, J* 
habit , w i t h strawberry-like berries, **g 
of an almost undefinable flavour, but insiF:"| 
pared to the wineberry. it 

P O T F L O W E R S . — A u r i c u l a s in pots sho ;̂ 
have the roots wel l saturated wi th wat« r ,, 
insure that a l l future waterings will P*-, 
evenly and freely throughout the balls- 8 .1 
top dressed wi th r ich , fibrous loam. JB 
much of the surface soil as possible, j , 
j n r i n g the roots, and press the new 
firmly in its place. Avoid filling the ( P j . 
as to do so might unduly l i m i t future r°° 
ings. 
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