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~ NEWS NOTES.

We o met necessarlly endorse the cpinions of cmr
sotrespondents in the following notest
JR——

STAFFORDSHIRE POTTERY Fou TEMPLE,

Tbe arts of Siam, on which counlry popular
atbontion eeems again sbous 1o be foovesed, are
pot of very serions Importance, A good deal of
the temple aod palace arphitecture le ploturesgue,
snd sowme of the meshods of decorasing it are in-

niouz—Iii only ss labour-saving cuntrivapces,
or the Blamesa will never work 1f hls wite can
help v, For insiaoce, much that looks llke ela-
borate aud intricats carving 1s really lead, cash and
paloted, and a gorgsons effect of colonr Is some.
timen obinina? by chesp nnd superficial meavs. Oze
gurlous exsmple may be mentioned, Many years

o an ents: prising merchant imporied a shiplosd
of gandy Siafordsbire pottery, He found no
marke- fur it, and for s long while it smply com-
bered the carth, motll some genlus bought it to
decorace a tample with, It was carefuily broken
up Into small pieces, which were then stuck eloce
togethier in cement op the outward wallz—and
shere is io o thia day. Praoticslly ail the pottery
of Siam is now made in Chica W Sismese
patterne. P

— R
NorTHCMBERLAND WoLF HUNT,

Twenty-nioe sheap have fallen vietima during
she past weak to the woll which broke away from
a oollsstion of wild anlmais at Skotley Bridge,
near Newcintle, The ferccivas marander is still
prowling over the moor farms of Allendale North-
amberland, sed the oarcases of sheep are found in
fa path every morning. On BSunday four dead
shesp Isy on the edge of a plsntation, and foar
others in a field, terribly mangled. A pariy of 47
men with guns tocated the wolf Iu a disused
quarry. Startled by the beatera the wild animsl
sprapg out wishio 20 yarde of a hunter, armed with
a rusty mrzz'e-loader. The obsolete weapon missed
fire, and tho wolf got clean away. For four miles
the huonters tra 1t over the smowy fells, until
they reached the mountalnous portion of the Pea-
nloes. Hure, in gathering darkness, all trace was
1ost. Auother army of hunters, carrying 200

s, tramped masy miles in vain, Shots were
s::i at whai were s to be the wolf, but
thare are doubts. Two foxea wera killed. Ancther
big hont is baing organised,

,_
QGowr 18 Fraxcs.

You may not bellevs ib, but the Frenchman is
ing to know something about golf. He bas
links at Ls Boulie, vear Versatlles, which is pearly
ual bo ary Inland course In spy part of England.
?e bas an E:glishmsn named Reid to teach him
how to play, bat his comemittes iz entirely French,
ths rules are written iu Franch, snd the caddiea
are Frevch, though the laninage is somestimes
Eoglish, The president of the clab is M. Pierre
Deschamps, avery inch & sportsman and & man to
whom the Soold.é de Golf de Paris s malnly
indebted for the fine course, for » beautifnlly-
sppointed club house, and for every enterprles
with which the club Is aesoclated. Next yoar La
Boulls will hold au open championship meeting,
Eoglishmen snd Socotchmen bave to thenk M.
Deschamps ior making 1t worth thelr while to
oross the Eqglish Chanoel in pursuis of the royal
and sociens game,

——

A NoveL FLzaT.

A very novel mod inmtereating flest will be
mobllised on the Q 1een’s Court Lake at the coming
Naval, Saippiog, snod Fisheries Exhibition, Esrl's
Court, next summer, It will conelet of a specimen
of every minar vessel that rides oo the water.
&TInaux kaysks, Indlan dug-outs and birch:
bark oapoes, Malsy pross, natamarans, gondolas,
Irish and Welsh coracles, &7, all will be repre-
sonted. The dirsctorate of the London Exhibltions
Company are sspecially desirous of securing loans
of the lsst two named, lo addition to the charac-
soristic amall eraft of the world that do nod exceed
30fs. o length.  All teantit charges to snd fro will
be paid, aud every care exerclsed whilst the
exhibits are in she company’s custody. Aa nothing
but the geouine article will be displayed, wodela
are pot deeslred, e .

Srctiwr AGENTS IN LONDON.

Judgment has just been given by the Connotl of
Siate io an action browght againet the French
Government by one of ita seoret agenta in London
%0 recover £180 alloged to be due fur ealary Inllen
of motice, The plaintiff claimed that he was
engaged by tho Miolsiry of Forelgn Affalra to act
as ita **private correspondent” 1o Londoo st a
remuneration of £20 per month. (a behslf of the
Minlstry it wss not denied that he bad acted in
the capacity described, bat 1t was contended that
sny paymenta made to him were in the navare of

ba, t{st he was mot & ealaried fuoosionary, and

ersfore had no right to compensation when his
wervices were dispensed with, The Council of
Stake foand that the plaintiff had failed to establish
soy clslm op the public fands. The suit was
socordiogly dismlssed.

MeMoRABLE Bi1x-Day Racm *

Madison-square Garden, New York, 1ast Batur-
day night saw Eidie Root and Otlfver Dorlon, the
Ameriosn team, vanguish the Holland and Belglan
team ¢f Jobann Stol and Arther Vanderstuyit,
and wio the most memorable slx-day bioycle race
on record. 8o olose had been the finish between
the teamas that the end of the 142ad honr saw two
of them eveu with 2,356 wiles and six laps aplece.
1% waa necesaary for them to race an oxtra mile to
seitle the question of flret prize, and it waa this
last mile that creatsd excitement far above any
barst of the whole six days, This does not equal
the 2,733 miles four lapy’ record of Miller and
Waller, made in 1898, bub is beats the record of
Isat yoar by 68 miles 3 lape. Altogether reven
teams ficished.

——
BraccerInG Fianrea,

Some romarkable fignzes regarding the growth
of the value of our trade during searly hali a cen.
tury were given on Siturday night asa disner to
Mr. Robert Henderson, Secrstary to bis Majesty’s
Customs, at the Hotel Ceeil, London. Mz T. J.
Plttar, C.B.. C.M.G., who presided, remarked
that duriog the couree of 1,000 years the Castoms
had pald to the couotry £200,600,009,600. Mr.
Hengersnn said when he entersd the service nearzfr
43 yaars ago the Costome revenue, potwithstend.
ing » daty of 1:, 51, per pound on tea and 16s,
Per owt. oD sugar, smounted to about £24,000,000,
as compared with aowe £36,000,000 at the present
time, whilss the valee of the imports and exporta
then reachad bat £391,000,000, ae agalost nearly
£1,000,000,000 to day.

A Borper CaLL, !

Armatrongs to the rescue! Everyone who hesrs
that ancient border name must bave been thrilled
by the hercism of tha slx Armetroage who, with
Jossph Dont, put out In & coble to succonr a ship
tn distress off Newblggin on Friday morning, but
who all save ore Armstroug perished in tha gallant
attempt. The Giobe, which 18 owned Ly Bir Georga
Armstrong, Bark., and edited by his aon, wskea
the happy suggesifon that every Armstrong, man
or womap, in the Emplre, should costribate

o a ospecial tund for the relief of their
herolo oamesakes’ widows and orphans
—

CuzrisTMa3 DINKER IN PRISOX.

No day passea without the publication of some
asw intellizenea with regard Lo the eystemstio
abuge of tho prisons, which are rapidly growing in
importance s cevitres of Indoor relief without gues.
ticos asked. In oms of the Cnurch Army’s
* tabour homes ” there 18 man who has epent the
lagt twelve Chrlacmases fn gaol. Ha applled to
the soclety for help, and eald that if thay comld do
pothing for him **he would bave to go to gaol again.”
Tae soclety decldad to give him a chanoe, and it ta
hoped that, for the firat time in thiriesn years, he
will eat bls Chrletmas dionar outside & prison.

U Srop TAE Wak ™ AT 8T, PETRRISBTRG.

The streat riota ak St. Petersburg on Sunday
with their shouts of '* Down wirh sutocracy !
and ** Stop the war !” are even a moro serigua
wign of the times than the resignatioos of the
Minfster of Justice, M. Monravieff, and the Gover-
por of Moacow, the Grand Duke Ssrgius. No
wonder thai the Tsar has postponedvbls depar-
ture frcm tha ospital ona tour of military inepec-
tion In the provinces ! His ancestor, Paul L, fur.
bade hia sclentific men to use the word *revolu.
tion * In refersuce to the heavenly bodies, but the
subjeots of Nicholas I arenow begloning to prac-
tlae the thing without using the word.

P1zp Piper WANTED.

Fretm the Chareutes comsa the Intelligence that
certain of thetr districts are belng infested witha
veritable plague of rate, which is doing B vaet
amount of damage, The Invasion begao last year,
and haa aesumed very fcramidable proportions. It
was started by rats which lefi the ships in the
porte, and marched in single file into the Interlor
of the counbry, and ab the present moment their
number 1s estimated at upwardd of 12 milliards at
the prefecture of tbe Charente-Inféricurs, It lo
stated on excellent suthority that fully three nn.
dred thousand hectares have been devastated by
these very unwelcome visitors, and while some
caloulate the mischief that they have donaat fifty
million france, or £2,000,000, others pus down the
minimom of damage at fiteen milllon francs, the
proecise flgurs probatly lying be.ween the two,
The asourge la now eald to be spreading to neigh-
bouring departments, ali the measures wlish bave
been taken for its suppression having hitherto
proved ineffeotive. ) .

T—

8pEED or WIRFLESS MES3AGRS-

Wireless telegraphy i{a begioning to take ite
place In accurate sclence and to leud ite aid to
geodeay, In measuring differencen of longitude it
18 ncceesary to have a signal which can be cbserved
at the azmv lnstant, or nearly g0, from two places
far apart frum one another, and ordinary tele-
graphy bas hitnerto been used satiefactorlly for
thle purpose, if there is & wire copnecting the
stations whose difference of longliude is to be
determined, In defaclt of euch conoection, Pro-
fessor Albreoht, eft he Prussina Geodetic Inatitute,
has been making some expetiments with the wire-
less apparaiua, and hag been able to determine the
time oipuranumiuiou of tha signal which la a bye-
product snd s necessary ona of longltads deter-
mination, He lound some diffsrences with different
dleposliion of the apparstus, but a mean result
appears to betbat a slgnal took eight-thousandthe
of a second ko traverae 66 kilomésres {41} miles);
at the rate, in other words, of more than 5,000
milea per second,

Pp—

Tag Zoo MoxkEr-Hovss.

No animals are more diffioult to keep allve in
this country than the small monkeye of South
Amerlca, of which parhaps the marmosets are
the best known, For such dcilcate cgreatures a
apecial cage has now been et up in the London
¢ Z30"” monkey-house. It !s a small oage, buil
of wood and fitted with a glass front, due ocare
having been taken with regard to proper ventila-
tion, Soch a cage would seem to be proof sgalnat
the penetrating dranghte which bave no diffiaunlty
in finding thelr way into the houdee at the gardens
and to the weak spota of thelr delicate inhabltants.
No animale are more curlpus than the monkeys of
tropical Ameriea—ths spider monkeys, theequirrel
wonkeys, the howliog monkeys, the Bakls, aud the
Lagothriz, to sy notbing of the grotesque, red.
faced, short-talled Oaskaria—but the are =o ex-
tremely delicate that visitors to the * Zoo™ do
0ok cfien have the chance of seeing them, The
capuohies, indeed, ars more hardy, bot tkey have
of late been somewhat rare in the menagerie.
TraMES * SaLmon,” Co T

Two oases of alleged Thames salmon have jueh
been bronghs to light. The firat related to a fish
of about a pound, which, with others similar to i,
bave been canght of lata in tha fiah walr at Sea.
ssltor, near Whitetable, The fich in questlon was
sobmitted for examipation by Mr. Coleman, ths
Whitstable oyeter merchant, but the Natural
History Dapariment of the Britieh Museum at
South Keansiogton pronounce 1t nothiog more than
# goa-trong, reaembling In some of its charaokeristios
thoee caught ou the coast of Wales. The capture
of wea-tront i no novelty fu the esteary of the
Thawmes, for these fish are great wauderers. On
one onoasion & wes-trout which was captured and
marked in Scotland was recaptured off Lowestoft.
The sacond ocase was that of an alleged salmon
caught off Meesrs. Young and Marten’s wharf at
Mllfwnll by & lad last summear. The fish waaabout
15i0. long, and it is, of course, impossible to eay
now whether it was s salmon or not. Ii was too
lazge for & descending smolt, and full small for an
ssconding grilse. Is was probably s sea-trout, bub
mny bave been a shad, which an Inexperlenced
person might mlatake for s salmoa.

st Byorisin, SorT oF CHRISTIANG.”

Amuelog extracta from letters sent by Ruossian
soldiers to thelr relatives irom the F.r Exst are
published in Parls. Oae ls particularly comical.
A soldler writes :—** Wa hear every day that the
English are marching sgainat ns.  Yestorday cur
sergeant told we that the English ships were off
Porb Arthur, fShould yom ltke o fight the Eog-
lish on land !’ he asked, and naturally we all
declared that this wouald be a foe move. It seems
that the King of England has a bigrevolt in India,
and that our wen are about to start to help the
poor unhappy Indlsns, and te teach them the
Choriatlan religion. I ssked the sergeant if the
Eogllsh were Chriatians, and he answered, * Yes,
they are a sort of Chrletians, who worship & god
nemed Jeloudok, elgnliying stomach.” In oar
army there are men who fought against the Kag.
lish in the Crimean War, Boroveky, an ofd*fellow
who sella food to the troops, longht against them
at Kara. He eayn that the Foglish had o great
general, but that the Turks were not worih a
straw. Nevertheless, we are no more afraid of the
Englieh than of the Japaness,”

Sp—r—

MissupcED QUREN DraGA,

It is said that just before she was murdered
Quaseen Draga had besn reading a book of Stendhal's
*iDa 'Amour.” Oage of the amsaseine, not well
acqualnted with French literaturs, ploked up the
volume, and said to & comrade, *'Just the sort of
thing a shamelees woman weald resd!” The
other worthy bad esome literary taste, and, ex.
amining the book, waa very much struck by the
notes in the Qaeen’s hand on the margin of many a
page. According to a German paper, he wrate to
a frlend this Ioteresting confeselng : ** What moved
me most deeply was not my share of that horrible
drama, not the alght of the mutllated corpses, not
she ferocity of that bloody night, but the revela-
tlon io thie little book of & certain nobility in the
goul of this ambitlous Queep, whom hatred and
fanaticlem had caused me to misjudge.”

Over-EaTIing AND ENERGY,

Of late years & coneiderable amonnt of attention
has been paid to the food of the people, and much
degenerany and 1ll-health bave been ascribed to
wmaloutrition, doe to imeofficient or wunsuitable
nourishment. It {s remarkable, on the other hand,
that all the moet recent and mwoat accurate sclentific
investigation of this enbjsct tenda to show that a
large proportion of thoss classes of soclety, who
osn afford to do so, eat too much, and that the
excess of food leads to » direct loss of energy,
b Dr. Atwater, of Middletown, Connectiout, and
Profeasor Chistenden, of Yals University, pursu-
Ing judependent and exact methods, have arrived
at practically the same result: that a pertion of
the energy of the system is frequently, and in
many persons habituzlly, absorbed and wasied in
the taek of dealing with excess of food. When
kiods and quandicios of patriment are properly
wdjusted to patural requiremests the amount of
work put ont, Prefessor Calttenden finds, ** in pro.
digionaly increased, in eome cases by es much as
60 to 70 per cent.” I% will hardly be a surprize to
those who have serioasly thought ont the matter
that too much food means loss, ot gaio, of energy,

or that it often means not health, bnt diseace,

SUSPENSION BRIDGHE SNAPS.

]

TWENTY SCHOOL CHILDREN DROWNED,

By the collapse of a enspension bridge, which
had long hesn condemned for its rottenness, twenty
a-hool children have been drowned in the River
Rk atk Charlesten, West Virginia,

The children were on their way to a achool treat,
Thetre were six waggon-loadsof them, While all the
waggone wore on the bridge one of the suspension
cables snapped, and two others were dragged from
their moorings.

The’ bridge collapsed bodily, and turued turtle
as it foll into the rlver—a fall of about iy fest.
The waggons wore precipitated Into the water,
which was covered with floating blocka of Ice,
The soreams of the chilldren were heartreniing, and
ali the peopls in the neighbouchood cams running
to help in the work of rcscue. Boate wers got our,
suid such of the ehildren as were foating, or had
managed to climb on the ice blocks, were saved.

Two -little girls, picked up hy a boat, told &
vivid story of the accident. They were laughlng
and einglog, when they heard a abarp crackle like
the molse of a gun. Tho bridge swung up, and
thea turoed completely over.

They were plunged into the water, and wheo
they came up they were beside s sheet of lce,
which crumbled ae they touched ft, but at the
second attempt gave them a firm hold, and they
climbed on the lee, and ext there sbivering noill the
boat eams. Another girl who tried to climb up
slipped back, and they never saw her again.

The bridge was the oldeas {o the State. It has
frequently been ccudemmned, but the authorities
have dons nothing.

Durlng the Civil War General Wise, when
evacunting Charleaton, nat fira to the bridge and
cut one of ite sucpension cables. It was apliced,
and hsas remzined in uee ever since. It ls covn-
gldered probable that It iz the oable which
snapped.

SOCIALIST PEKRESSES.

History s repeating itself in a revival of aoclalism
swong ariatocratio ladiee,

The anuouncemept that Lidy Warwick haa
bacome a member of the Social Damocratio Federa-
tion has caused oot only great eatlsfaction to that
body, but to all other kindrsd bodiee.

It wae sympathy with the poor which indmced
her to besome & momber of the Beclal Demooratic
Faderation, and it I8 expected she will address the
National Labour Conference on the State malnten.
ance of children oo Jaauary 20, 1905.

Ao e:ser!ment, aavouring of ultra-Socialiem,
wan tried by Lady Carlisle some years ago at
Castle Howard, Lord Carlisle’s seat in York-
shire.

The whole household, from the Eurl snd Coun-
tess with their family down to the esoullery-maid
and boot boy, took their meals together.

But after sume days the servants petitloped to
be allowed to return 1o the old order of things.

Lady Aberdeen ia another peeress who ls very
soclaliatic in her Ideae. Bhe ie president of the
International Liberal Association, and chiefly con-
cerna heraelf with women'a duties. rights, and pro-
greas.

MURDERER'S COMPLAINT.

Asked why sentence of death shonld not be
passed upon him at the O'd Baitey for the murder
of hls housckeeper, Helon Walden, at Lyytonatone,
Willism Hcffman esid, * I think it a verg 3&;«.\;
shame that after & man has been robbed of he
should have his life taken in this way. I treated
the glrl to the best of everything, and I think It
the greateat shame that I should have my life
taken away,” .

The woman, who was only 20, eaid on the eve of
the murder that she bad given atolen money tc &
soldier with whom she was walking out. Nexb
day Hoffman disappeared, and the woman wae
found dead in the cellar with her throas cut.

Dr. Beott, of Brixton Prison, expressed the
oplolon that Hoffmao was of onsound mind at the
vime of the marder,

The prisoner was sentenced to death.

NEGRO CONFIRMED IN
HOSPITAL.

While lyiog on & bed of sloknea in Swansea
Hospital, Juob Lawrence,a young negro, of Jamaioa,
wase confirmed by Bishop gwen, of 8t, David’s,

Lawrence, who ie a ssaman, developed phthisls
some weeka ago, and daring the time he hag been
In hoepital hehus paid great attention to religious
matters,

Havl::f repeatedlg expressed a desire to be fully
admitted into the Charch hia case was mentloned
to the Bishop, who wae preaent conduoting a series
of confirmation eervices in Swanses and district.
As a result the Bishop visited the hospital.

+ 7 IRISH DISTRESS.

In conneotion with the distress {n Ireland, a
letter has been addressed to the chairmen of
boards of guardiana la the western diatriots by 8ir
Anthony Macdonnell, the Under-Becretary, atating
that where the distress in any poor or highly-
texed distriot becomes an exceesive burden on the
ratepayers the Government will be prepared to
ms ke a grant from public funds.

TheGovernmens had reason to hope that in the
raajority of unlons the grans of loane, repayable
in two ingtalments, would be gufficlent to meet the
exceptional catls for relief, and the above offer has
been made in view of the ohronlo poverty in some
distriois and the failure of she potate crop.

TO EXCHANGK GRAVES.

L

It ia aeperted by a Mrs, Soar that owlog to
mistake by the late sexton a relative of hers has
been buried in a wrong grave at Leabrooks Ceme-
tery, near Alfreton, and she has made an applica-
tion tothe urban distriot council ¢t that town that
the bedy and that of muotber person should be
exbumed and reburied in their proper gravea,

PAUPER'S RACING “ FLUITERS.”

The doctor who ettended Henry Sturgess, the
‘" sporting pauper * of Eton Workhouse, stated st
the inquest that Sturgess told him that inatead of
spending mouey he recelved on beer and tobsoco
like other inmates, he saved it up to have a
““flatter™ on racehorses. His winnlogs for the
@esson only came ko 17e, 104.

Sturgess died from the effects of & wound in the
throat which he infloted afier bie betting trans-
aotions bhad been brooght to the notice of the
guardians.

DRIVEN INSANE BY A GIP3Y.

At an Inquest at Finchingfleld on the wile ofa
Iabourer, who hanged hereelf two daya after bein
discharged from the cousnty aaylum, the husban
stated that a gipsy woman called at his cottage in
the pravious year's harveat time, and told his wifo
that shecould eare her * tronbles ” if she recelved
enongh moaey.

His wife gave the glpey £8 and some olothing,
and afterwarde worried abont it so much tha¥ she
bad to be taken to the asylum,

TWELVE MONTHS FOR A KISS.

Epraged bocsuss his * youog lady * resented an
attemps to kiss her, Mathew Flemiog, a Wands-
worth butcher, made a scene outslds her houmas,
and when a coretable waa called stabbsd him
behind the ear with a knife.

At the70!d Bailey, London, Fleming was sen-
tenced to 12 mootha' hard Jabour.

The State of New Jerssy has passed au Act to
restrain eplleptio, Insans, and feeble-minded per-

sons from marrying.

ot

OTFICER'S TRAGIC DEATH.

TRAMPED ABOUT LONDON FOR A WEER.

Early on Thuraday morning a police-constable
saw & body fl »arlog in the Serpeotine. It proved
to be that of Llsatenaot Alexander J. H. Murray-
Thomsun, of thn R yal Garrleon Artillery. Tne
tragic story of the young maun'y death was unfolded
in the W wimineter Qurover's Court, London.

Ooly 21 yonrs of age, h2 had the proaspect of a
brillbant vvieor.  Ruceatly he gave way Lo drizk,
and teonbls aross in connection with bls profes-
sional rdotfes.

On Wednesday week, wiciout leave, he Inft
Woygmouth, whers he was arationed, and was not
geen agni. alive hy his (tico fu

Afrald o Eace his commandlng « flicer, ashamed to
gntohi- muurher, the wrotened young muag, Wno
bad po wiewa of peoviding himeelf with fosd or
gh-1rer, trampad aboar Loudon for a week, until ia
a fit of despr-ravlon ba eedud his trombles in the
Berpantine

Werat tre young officcr suffered duriog thst
perivd i+ 1w impaaibis to realise. In addition o
greay menal Sisrregs, hs endured tue agonies of
kunger a.d cold. Wuen his body was dragged
from the §epantive not a trace of food was found
in ir, ac’ ok a farthing of mouey was ju bis
pocke-s.  Hig underzlothing was miesing.  I: hed
;i:oxhhnl-.a.na hisen divposed of for & foew pence to buy

Lieatenant Maorray-Thompaon ocalled twice at
tha Grosvenor Club, of whioh bhe was & member,
sud alse at Cox's-court and & houes in Kaasington
to try 10 obialn sowe money, but although in the
Iast stages of stsrvation, he wounld not make his
oondition kcown to his mother, who was employ-
iog detectives to fiad him.

‘I'he jury retarned a verdlct of Suiclda while of
uosonod mind.

CONVERTED FiUTBALLER,

DEROUNCES THE GAME AT WELSH
REVIVAL MEETING,

Remarkable soenee characteriesd Even Robarte’
revival meeting as Hafod on Fiiday, which was
attended by many vlsitors from greas dlstances,

The yoang revivallst was sbout io speak, and
had slready sald half & dezsa worde, when & man
in the body of the chapel rose and interrupted
him. Some effort was made to stop the man, but
Evap R beris checked it

**The Holy Buiris guides,” he eald ; *'lot bim
spoak.” Au:ly thersupon the interrupter thriiled
the congregatlon with a fierce denuncistion of
football.

“ I have been a footballer all my life,” he crled,
“but 1t must go. MNere and now [ vow to
rencunce 1t for ever,”

A lawsuit 1s threatened as one of the sequels to
the revival spirit in Cirmarthenshire.

At & crowded prayer-mestiog io & Csrmarthen.
shire town a man got ap and, with deep fervour,
declared he had for daye been lnteroeding for a cer-
taln poblican, whom he mentioned by name,

The publican was » great sipoer, he declared,
and after epaoifying the forms which the publican's
8in bad taken, he asked the meeting to pray for
the man.

The congregation did sc, and now the publican
Is leeuing weite lor elander,

DEATH OF A-GIPSY PRINCE.

Prince Robert, the younger son of the late glpsy
queen Esther, and brother of the Iate king Charles,
the last glpey king crowned in Sootland, died at
Keleo at the age of 61,

The privce, whoss eurnsme was Ratherford,
wag well aoqaninted with court life, thongh, un-
fortunately, it was the police, where he had made
130 appearances.

When sober, he was a guiet, inoffenslve person,
bot when under the icflaence of ¢ barlay bree™
he was apt to indulge in & freedom of condnat
whliioh genorslly broaght him into conflict with the

oe.

At such timea his retinue on the royal progress
%0 the polloe station invariably conalsted of ltfeo.lt
half-a-dozan policemen.

When he stooped to work, the prince was a
travelling basketmaker.

o . T

“SILENT WAIFS" END.

“ John Btrange,” the silent wsif who apent
three years in Lingwood Workhouse, Norfolk, has
died in that instltution.

He had macy pecaliarities. When offered any
letle delicacy oot veually given to the inmates he
steadfastly declived. Another ecosntriclty was
that he never combed his halr.

It was only when selzed with wortal {llness s
week ago that be sald that he was Willlam Baker,
of Cardiff, sand that he had wronged his brother,
who was a tailor. Mr, Joseph Baker replied to the
chaplain’s communication that his brother dled in
Ne?ort six years ago, buts the cofficlsls thiok that
the dying man spoke the truth, and that the man
burled &8 * Willaw Baker” st Newport must
bave besn somebody elee,

GAMBLER'S SUICIDE,

A young Itallan count was ssen to walk de-
jectedly from the Monte Carlo Casino gembling
tables into the gardens, with a lady, and to sit for
; time on a seat faclog the Caelno conversing with

or.

Then he suddenly kissed his companlon, and,
drawing a revolver, shot himself throngh the
heart, .

Ajtendants qulokly appeared on the soene, and
before anyone but the immediate spectators were
swars of what had bappened the body had been
carried away.

——-——

TEN SUBMARINES ORDERED.

The Admiralty has placed orders with Mesers,
Vickers, 8oos, and Maxim, of Barrow, for 10
additional submarines of the Bl type.

Thle order is the result of the amoosssful triala
of the Bl {o the Irlsh Sea recently, which showed
that boata of this type could remain under water
for a longer period, and with greater comfort, than
the A claen.

Boata of the B class will be 150 feet long, with a
girth of 60 feet, and will embody &ll the {mpro ve.
wents which experiments with the existing flotilla

bave euggested to OCsptain Bscon and other
Admiralty offizlals,

l

EAST-END GIFEF FOR THE POPH.

On Friday the Pope granted s private sudience
to Father Bernard Ysugban, who pressmted to
him & copy of the *' Paradise of FPalladius” in
8yriac and Eoglish, trsnslated by Dr. E. A, Wallls
Budge, of the Britlsh Museuw, together with en
offering from the poor children of the Commercial-
road district of East London,

‘The Pope thanked Father Vaughan in the warm-
;t manoer, and handed bim a fine medal for Lady

*Ux,

ARMED BURGLAR WOUNDED.

P —

Frederick Baylles, the armed burglar who had a
deaperate atruggle on Tuesday with Mr. Auber, &
jewaeller, of Burton-on-Trent, out a sorry figurs in
the dock. His head was swathed In bandages, and
he showed signe of great weskness,

When Mr. Auber desoribed how he ased a knifs
on the prisoner until the blood poured out Baylise
mada s If he would jump oat of the dock at Auber,
The prisoncr was pent to the araizes, but after bis
committal was removed to Stoke.on-Trent, where

ke i3 wanted fur housebreaking.

EPITOME OF NEWS,

[

The craisor Mohawk, attached to the Medway
Resorve, hes been condemned an unfit for further
sorvire. The Mohawk was built in 1888 at a cost
of £83 836.

Wanosworth Board of Guardlans bave decided
to procsed with the erestion of & pew infirmary to
accomaiodate JUU patrents at an estimated coet of
£150,000, .

Capital s the one great nesd of the British
sutumeobile lndusiry, eaid Bir Hsory Siurmey,
F.R.P.&,, in a papsr read tuv the members of the
Auzomobiie Clab.

Though ue luid great stress oo camp traiciog for
Volanteers, ha valued still higher efficlenoy in
muozkeiry, said [ord Roberts In 8 speech to the 2cd
Loudon Rifles on Basorday,

Toe Puolic Hawtth Department of the Looden
City Corporation have dacided to keep a regieter
of such hairdreseers asare williog to be boued by
the regulations recensly drswo up.

The dirsators of the Londown Gatety Theatre re-
port a profit of £13,818 durieg the past year, and
resomimend 4 divid-ud ot e, per share, mekiog s
tatrl distribulion for the year of 30 per cent.

Llx Marisn Dindin, a youog gitl liviog at Blm.
side, Kinga .on.on-Thames, expired auddenly from
hears tatiury while having a tooth extracted at the
dentlet's,

Mr. Eiward Teriy and his company lelt Bouth-
smptou ou Sateraay for New York in the Amerl-
can Line steamer 8t. Paunl. Mre. Terry acoompa-
nfens hir husband.

¢ 1 had 23. when I came ont, snd bought tes,
sugsr, a pork ochop, and saucages, as well an
drioke. I've atill got 74., so that I didn’t spend
much {a beer.”—A prisoner st West Ham on
Saturday.

The Biehop of Reading, Dr. James Lesiie Ran-
dall, has regovered from his resens ludisposition
causod by taking a chill at the consecration ol a
burial ground at Eastbary, aod has resumed his
daties,

A bookmaker nawed Frederia Hall fell from the
toy flat of mode! buildiags, Chatteris-aquare, New
Esot-1osd, L:ndon, on Bundsy eveniog, and was
instautly killed,

Poter Hearty, a hlind man, was sentenced to 15
ﬁana’ penal! servitude at the Ulster Asrvizes In

slfast on Satgrday for the manelanghter of his
wife at Crossmuglen, -

It Is rumoured in Ireland that *‘Major™
MacBride, who
aseisted the Buers, and who afterwards married
Misz Maude Gonne, will centest Bouth Mayo a4
ths next electlon.

Tae ﬁooda of 113 Rsading Passive F.esisters have
been ao
nﬁain offered his services gratuitonsly. There was
l. arge attendance, and most of the lots were bongha
.

ing opon the Postmaster-General to glve full effect
to the ameliorative recommendations of Mr. A,
Chamberlain’s committee,

Mr, George Cole, postmaster at St Mawes, near
Falmouth, bas heen missing since Friday night.
Ho lofs two lothers, one addressed to his wifs, ask-
lng forgivensas, and the other to a Iady clerk in the
post-office,

The 8ounth Afrloan Cricket Association has, says
Roatet, deolined the offer of a vislt from the Ans-
frallan team on its return from Eogland. An
English team will be fovited $o visit Sonth Afrion
fnstead,

A soratch on the back of the hand from & parrot
whose nails he waa ontting set up blood-poisoning,
and caused the death of Auguetos Sbulx, a Grest
Portlsod-atreet (Loodon} natoraliss, on whom aa
inquent was held on Saturday.

The Prince of Wales bas promised to visid the i juviies of the Bunday closing of pubilc-howmses in

newly-incorporated borcugh of East Ham and
open the new techunical foetltate in January. Tale
will be the firat occaslon any member of the Royal
Family has vislted the locality,

The difficult and unmanageable bdy is often the
moat eligible for training for eea service, Bo it Is
stated in the report presented to the Matropalitan
Asylums Biard on Batordsy by their Ermouth
Tralolog S8bip Committes,

Mcr. Heory Robert Joner, who has practised as
& solicitor for forty years In Wandsworth, was
committed for trinl at the South Western Polios-
coart, London, on Saturday, on a chargs of obtain.
log £967 81. 101, by fraud from the Wandeworth
Guardians.

Daring the progress of a foothall matoh at Bristol
on Baturday between Eversley and the United Ser-
vice, Parnell, one of the forwards, exclaimed,
“Tm golog to faint,” and fell down. He was
oseriad to the pavilion, "hnt expired before a dootor
arrived.

The total of the periods of penal sarvitade
imposed as the close of the Ulster Winter Assizes
on Saturday amonnted to 43 years, with a total of

98 years fn the case of impriscoment with bard |

labour,
assizes,

When a man was charged at Weat London with
deserting his wife, whereby she became chargsable
ko the Falhem Union he sald he did e0 beocause

Thess figures constitcte » record for the

she was too fond of dress and wanted more money .
Oae month’s hard labour.

than he coald give her.

Afser a long debate she Malton Guardlans
decided to accept an offer made by Lady Carlials,
a member of the bhoard, to give **Curistmas
oheer " to twios the valus of two barrels of beer
promlsed by local brewers, on condition that oo
intoxlonnh be provided for the lomates of the

ouse,

QOae poor person of whom he koew, said the
Mayor of Marylebone, Loodon, on Siturday, re-
celved coffing from five diferent charitable jostita.
tlons, It was the sort of thing thas ocoasionslly
happened, he sdded.

For uhoollnF st and kiilling & boy with & gun,
which, he mlid, he did not know was loaded,
William Thomas Smith, gardener, was at Warwick
Assizes on Saturdsy sentenced to s month’s fmpel-
gonment.

Mr. Beddon, In a recent public speech, said,
sccordlng o the New Zealand Press, that aotion
would have to be taken speedily to provent the
{‘f'“’y being made a dumping-ground for consump-

vol.

Duarlog an  saniversary service st Devounshire.
square Baptist Charob, 5:oke Newipgten, Londop,
ou Sunday marning, Mr. Johason, of Darston.rosd,
Stamford Hill, was taken ill and died in the
voatry.

A new play, entitled *‘Cailette the Jesteri”
poetio tragedy writen by Miss Edith Halford
Thompson, was produced at Torguay on Baturday
by Mr. Lawrence Irving, in whose company the
aut.fhor sots with her hushand, Mr, W. E. Ash.
oroft.

For the constraction of a rallway between Taff's
Well and Treforeat, for the establishment of direct
communication between Bate Docks, Cardiff, and
one of the richest coslflelds in Bouth Walee, the
Marquis of Bate hea sanctloned aa outlay of s
quarter of » million.

In apawering & orlilciam that he had altered an
anolent custom by stteoding Divine ssrvice after
ohargiog the grand jury at Barrey Awsizss, lnstead
of goiug to the churoh frst, Mr, Jastice Bighsm
sald it was a saviog of public tlme, because the
grand jury could be considéring biils and so_have
work mciy on the judge’s return,

In reminding the public that the Naval Ship.
ping and Kisherles Exhibltion will be held at
Earl’s Court, London, next year, Admiral Fres.
mantle aska that those who have ioteresticg relics
of our naval heroes shonld communiocate with Sir
Arthar Trendell, at Earl's Court.

Judge Parry has declined to preside over the
committes nominated by the Mancheater City
Council to ingnire lnto the sllsgstions againat the

ollca of the city, on the grounds that be has a
arge quantity of work on hand, and alao that he
ecffers from uwneatisfactory bealth,

It ie announoed that the Earl of Pembroke hes
agreed to buy the Wilton Carpet Factory, which
bas undergons various viciesliudes of 1ate yoears,
He intends to form & company,

Commenting on the srt of publio reading, the
Bishop of Ripon, In the couras of an address to lay
readers at Leeds, sald he often wondersd how mooh
of the Sorlptures was lost through indistinot read-
ing—sentences being drawled out so that nobody

gould naderatand them,

led the Irish Brigade which |

d by suction by Mr. Walter Wilson, who '

‘A mase moeting of postal clerka at Edinburgh '
no Baturday passed a resolution unanimnllly call.
@

b

! but later he

The Cambridge Univeral:y Cobdea Prfz
Boeﬂ: swirded to Manobar Lal, B.A., of B, Jokgty

ege.

Jamee Webber, a Daver cesman, was landed A
Yarmouth on Monday with hie right ares toen
away, the result of an actident with & steq)
N e biddl good

ile ng his evesthsart -night
Dake's-avenus, Muewell-hili, Lemjon, l‘{‘?nb::
feaman, & young maa, recled azd gl duad fromg
heart failare.

Griffith Davies, of Garncidwen, B:hesds, way
crushed to death by a ton of rock while followl
his employment at Douylss Gallery, Peorbyn
Qaarries, cu M uday,

A farm baod nemed Jobn Richardson, of Sicgle.
ton, Preston, hae died as the result of bej
stabbed o the cheel with & p.uknife while Inrking
about with & ccmpanion,

Au engive-driver pamed Barker, when engaged
in repziring & small gae-hollder st o Boddington
mill, was thrown backwards about 8ft, a elight
explosion fractorlog bis ekull, He died sbortly
siterwards,

A weil kncwn Hall accocetant named Jonathaa
Hay, of Szvile-strest, han been found dead on the
pa-tat his honse, with & Lullet-wound In his fore.
head, and » revolver close beside. Hay had
suffered from depreesion.

John Grover Hammorton, s meatal refiner, wasay
Blrmiogham Astizes scntenced to three years' peast
servitade for forgery, There wsore defaloationy
amcunting to £1,250.

A boy ucder 12, licensed as an acrobat by Mr,
Mead a5 Thames Police-comrt, London, geta7a. s
week and his board and leduing, He sends 3a,,
voluntsrily, to his mother az Bristol,

Misa Madeline, who waricjurcd some weeks
in looping the loop &k the Sunderland Palace
Theatre, 18 now s iftile better, and some hope s
ectertalned of ber ullimate re overy.

** Curions and digsetrouns.” was how Mr.

Binger, of Binger and Compavy, Lim!ied, of Cavens
tryaduortbed the price-cutting war In the cycle
trads,

Mr, Balfour has decliped to recsive & depatation
from the Exacn'ive Committes of the Canference
of Rating Aunthorities on the subject of the rating
of ground values,

%ha sentence of three years' peasl servitude
passed on George Mountiord, farmer, of New.
castle.under. Lyme, fof forgery, has heen reduced
to roe of 18 moothe’ impriscnment.

Mstablizhed in the year 1727, the members of the
Paversbaw Farmers’ Clob desire to koow if aay.
one can refute their claim to be the oldest associs.

: tlon of a sooiai characker in this conntry.

Exhibited by the West lodia Committes at the
firss show of colcnisl frolt fo the Roysl Horsl.
cultural Society's Hall, Westminster, London, on
Monday, were aome golden spples which taste like

o8,

Birmiogham'a first tempersnce ' public-howes,"
which afms at sopplying the publlc with a free
mesting-place, was opened by the Lord Mavor of
Birmiogham on Monday night in the large of
the Kyrle Society.

While Constable Maocdonald, of the Royal Irish
Constabulary, was showing his carbice ta s friend
it went offand the bullet shattered the leg of u Ind.
The constable has been remanded on a charge of
causlng grievous bodily bharm,

* I pever gave my poeltion a thought,” sald Mr,
Lounis Crankshaw, a Manchester merchant, who
was examined in bankroptcy on Moodsy. ¢}
smueed myeel! by bunting, ehooting, and fiahing,
apd I evea had & fishery in Norway.” The de-
ficiency of the firm ie £20,000.

While sweepin% 8 chimney an old lady of 75,
psmed Morgan, of Whischurch, Balop, canght the
aleeve ot ber flannelette nightdress alight, and way
#0 badiy burned that she died.

Oa Monday evening a crowded gathering In
Glasgow of reprereatatives of tempersnoe and
rallgions aasocissions fo Scotland, celebrated the

gotland,

Harry Cooper, 36, of the 1st Shropihire Light
Iofantry, committed eunicide by shooting himseli
as the new Pembroke Dook Bairracks o3 Mendsy,
He bad been reduoced in $h: ranks, and this preyed
on bis micnd.

Arriving st Jerasy on Movday the capiain of the
atesmer [her reported that a parsanger belleved
to be & clergyman named W. Woodword, was
misslog. It is supposed that he fell overboard,

The deach is annonpoed of Mr. Samuel Briddoz,
for many years cutdoor assistant to the chlel

oods manager of the Midland Railwsy Company,
%e retired from active service lo Angust, 1903

¢ Whst did you break open my door for? | am
the oocupler,” said Charles Eilioit to a policeman
{n the doorway of a 8tamford Hi!l (London) bouse,
mitted that hos was & burglar, m&
on Monday with a companion named Hill he was
remanded at the North Londoo Polics-cours,

Eaveral nighte after s burglary had been com-
mitted at a bouse at Beckenbam a well-dressed
young woman named Aand Lyman was found
ssleep In the coneervatory of the same house with
her boots off and pawn tickets relating to the stolen
property in her pocket, She was commitiad for
trisl on Monday,

My uvop-attendance {s due to forgetfaloess
arising out of the feliclty succesding matrimony,”
wrote Mr, B. G. Bsamisk, who belongs so the
Clonskilty Rarsl District Conncil, Coanty Coek,
bat whose membership had lapsed becanse of hia
continued absence from meetings. The sxplanation
was sooepted.

“The sotion of the Chailey District Counell in
the controversy with Sir Willam Granthsm
dessrves the sopport of all disirlct ocuncils,”
declared s resoluticn passed by the Wycombe
Board of Guardians on Monday. *‘ The remedy
for the soarolty of cottage accommodation n rural
districts maet not bs sought in disregarding baild.
fng by-laws.”

The King has been pleassd to approve the sp-
Eolntment. of the Marquess of Winchester to be

fe Majesty's Lieutensat for the Conuty of Hamp-
uhlrs.‘ if. succession to the late Earl of ort.hbroaf,

South-Esstere and Chatham Railway smplogeos,
meeting at Battersea, pussed & resclution approv-
ing of the conceselon of Sanday pay sto the traffic
ataff, and agreeing to support the delegates in ssk-
ing for an interview with the directors, in the hope
of obtafolng the remainder of the rallway men's
program,

Daring s trotting sad galloping meeting a8
Gresnwich-park, Ainires, a fatsl accident octurred
to & 16-year.old jockey, named Fraucls E. Dannelly,
who was ridiog bis father’s horee in the Sourry
Plate. Donpelly was thrown, and soetsined 8
fracture of the base of the eka!l, frcm which be
died & few minutes later,

In Masin-road, Oldham, on Sunday night, a
woman of 70, named Esther Sotcliffs, was burned
to denth through . sitting too near the fire whils
emoking. Her husband, an imbeclle, did nothlog
to aid her, neither did he alarm the ueighbours.

The new tralning squadron leaves Devonpors
early {o Januarysnd joine the North American aod
West Indiee fizet at Dominicn on 3:d Fsbroary.
There will be flve shipe, and iostruction of &
thorgughly modern © haracter ie 10 be imparted w0
the naval sobool cadets during the craise.

“Found drowaed "' was the verdiot returned ow
Monday night at an inqueat on Mary Alice
Preston, the wife of & 8t. Helens glasegrinder,
who was found flostlog In the canal, Dacessed
had made uofounded allegations against hes
husband.

A Wold ranger named Willlam Siospaon Trotver
wae committed for trial at Malton, charged with
sausulting apd robbing John Wiison, an old re-
tired farmer, at Gtimiton, Malton, on November
50th, Acoused le sald to have called Wilson up ab
midoight, aod dewanded money, afterwards
asvagely aspanlting ki,

The captain and crew of the schooner Marle, of
Naotes, bound for Conosrnesn from Newcasils,
with coals, ware lauded by a tug at Newhaver
The Marie collided with an ucknown steamer sight
milea soath-weat of Boschy Head, and was besched
m:la mile west of Newhaven in a heavy soath-wet
gole.

At the prize distribotion at Ralnes Bchools, 5t
George's-1n-the-Esat, London, the Bishop of Btep:
noy sald that one former scholar of the schovl
completed s Taiversity course at Cambridgs,
as & mathematical tutor had the Lopour of coscb.
iog the sons of Prinosss Henry of Battenberg.

r. Aungustice Birrell, K.C., will be tbe guelt
of the Elghty Ciub at s dioser t0 be held belort
Parliament maeta,
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