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N E W S N O T E S . 
We <lo net necessarily endorse the cpintons ol oar 

correspondents in the following notes* 

STAFFORDSHIRE POTTERY FOK T E M P L E . 

Tbs arts of S l i m , on which country popular 
attention seerae again about to be fooussed, are 
not of very serious Importance. A good deal of 
the temple and palaoe architecture is picturesque, 
and some of the methods of decorating i t are in­
genious—If only as labour-saving contrivances, 
for the {Siamese w i l l never work If his wi ts can 
help I t . Far instance, muoh that looks l ike ela­
borate a n d in tr loate carving Is really lead, cast and 
painted, and a gorgeous effect of colour Is some­
times obtains:! by cheap a n d superficial rr.eans. One 
curious example may be mentioned. Many years 
ago an enterprising merchant imported a shipload 
of g&ndy Staffordshire pottery. He found no 
m a r i e , for i t , and for a long while i t simply cum­
bered the earth, un t i l some geDlus bought i t to 
decorate a temple w i t h . I t was carefully broken 
op into small pieces, whioh were then stuck close 
together in cement on the ontward walls—and 
there i t is to this day. Practically al l the pottery 
of 8 m u is now made in China to Siamese 
patterns. 

NORTHcMBKRJ.As D W O L F H U N T . 
Twenty-nine sheep have fallen vlotims during 

the past wesk to the wolf whioh broke away from 
a oolleotion of wi ld animals at Shotley Bridge, 
near Newcastle. The ferocious marauder is s t i l l 
prowling over the moor farms of Allendale North­
umberland, and the oarcases of sheep are found in 
Its path every morning. On Sunday four dead 
•beep lay on the edge of a plantation, and four 
others in a fiald, terr ibly mangled. A party of 37 
men w i t h guns located the wolf In a disused 
quarry. Startled by the beaters the wi ld animal 
•prang out wi th in 20 yards of a hunter, armed w i t h 
a maty tar zz'e-loader. The obsolete weapon missed 
fire, and tho wolf got olean away. For four miles 
the hunters r raced I t over the snowy fells, un t i l 
they reaohed the mountainous portion of the Peo-
nlnei . Here, in gathering darkness, a l l trace was 
lost, Another army of hunters, carrying 200 
guns, tramped many miles in vain. Shots were 
fired at what were supposed to be the wolf, hut 
there are doubts. Two foxes were ki l led. Another 
big hunt is being organised. 

" STOP T H E W A R " AT ST. PETERSBURG. 

The street riots at St. Petersburg on Sunday 
wi th their shouts of *' Down wl rh autocracy ! " 
and " Stop the war ! " are even a moro sorious 
sign of the times than the resignations of the 
Minister of Justice, M . Mouravieff, and theGover-
nor of Moscow, the Grand Duke S^rgius. No 
wonder that the Tsar has postponed* his depar­
ture f rem the capital on a tour of mil i tary inspec­
t ion i n the provinces ! His ancestor, Paul I . , for­
bade his scientific men to use the word " revolu­
t ion " In reference to the heavenly bodies, but the 
subjects of Nicholas I I . are now beginning to prac­
tise the thing without using the word. 

S U S P E N S I O N B R I D G E S N A P S 

T W E N T Y SCHOOL C H I L D R E N D R O W N E D . 

G O L F m PRANCE. 
T o o may not believe i t , but the Frenchman is 

beginning to know something about golf. He has 
l inks at La Boulle, near Versailles, which is nearly 
equal to any Inland oourse in any part of England. 
He has an Eoglishman named Raid to teaoh him 
how to play, but his committee is entirely Frenob, 
the rules are wr i t ten in French, and the caddies 
are French, though the language is sometimes 
English. The president of the olub is M . Pierre 
Desohamps, every inoh a sportsman and a man to 
whom the Sooie.e de Golf de Paris is mainly 
Indebted for the fine oourse, for a beautifully 
appointed club house, and for every enterprise 
w i t h which the olub is associated. Next year La 
Boulle w i l l hold au open championship meeting. 
Englishmen and Scotchmen have to thank M 
Descharop* lo t making, i t worth their while to 
cross the English Channel i n pursuit of the royal 
and anoient game. 

A NOVEL F L E E T . 

A very novel and interesting fleet w i l l be 
mobilised on the Qieen'e Court Lake at the coming 
Naval , Shipping, and Fisheries Exhibi t ion, Earl's 
Court, next summer. I t w i l l consist of a specimen 
of every minor vessel that rides on the water, 
Esquimaux kayaks, Indian dugouts and birch-
hark canoes, Malay proas, catamarans, gondolas, 
I r ish and Welsh coracles, a l l w i l l be repre 
•anted. The directorate of the London Exhibitions 
Company are especially desirous of securing loans 
of the last two named, in addition to the charac­
teristic small craft of the world that do not exceed 
30ft. i n length. A l l transit charges to and fro w i l l 
be paid, and every oare exercised whilst the 
exhibits are In the company's custody. As nothing 
but the genuine article w i l l be displayed, models 
are not desired. 

SECRET AGENTS I N L O N D O N . 

Judgment has just been given by the Counoil of 
State i n an aotlon brought against the French 
Government by one of i ts secret agents in London 
to recover £180 alleged to be due for salary in lieu 
of notloe. The plaintiff claimed that he was 
engaged by the Minis t ry of Foreign Affairs to act 
as its " p r i v a t e correspondent" In London at a 
remuneration of £20 per month. Oa behalf of the 
Minis t ry I t was not denied that he had aoted in 
the oapacity described, but i t was contended that 
any payments made 'to him were i n the nature of 
gifts , that he was not a salaried functionary, and 
therefore had no r ight to compensation when his 
servloes were dispensed w i t h . The Counoil of 
State found that the plaintiff had failed to establish 
any olalm on the publlo funds. The suit was 
accordingly dismissed. 

M E M O R A B L E S I X - D A Y R A C E . 

Madison-square Garden, New York , last Satur­
day night saw E.iiiie Root and Oliver Dorion, the 
Amerloan team, vanquish the Holland and Belgian 
team cf Johann Stol and Ar thu r Yanderstuyft, 
and win the most memorable six-day bicycle raoe 
on record. Bo close had been the finish between 
the teams that the end of the 142ad hour saw two 
of them even wi th 2,386 miles and six laps apiece. 
I t was necessary for them to raoe an extra mile to 
settle the question of first prize, and I t was this 
last mile that created excitement far above any 
burst of the whole six days. This does not equal 
the 2,733 miles four laps' record of Mil ler and 
Waller , made fa 1899, but I t beats the record of 
last year by 68 miles 3 laps. Altogether seven 

i finished. 

P I E D P I P E R W A N T E D . 
From the Chareutes comaB the Intelligence that 

certain of their districts are being infested w i t h a 
veritable plsgue of rate, whioh is doing a vast 
amouDt of damage. The Invasion began last year, 
and has assumed very formidable proportions. I t 
was started by rats which left the ships in the 
ports, and marched in single file Into the interior 
of the country, and at the present moment their 
number Is estimated at upwards of 12 milliards at 
the prefecture of the Charente-Inferleure. I t is 
stated on excellent authority that fully three bun 
dred thousand hectares have been devastated by 
these very unwelcome visitors, and while so 
calculate the mischief that they have done at fifty 
mil l ion francs, or £2,0C0,000, others put down the 
minimum of damage at fifteen mill ion francs, the 
precise figure probably ly ing between the two, 
The scourge is now said to be spreading to neigh 
bouriug departments, al l the measures wi . i j h have 
been taken for its suppression having hitherto 
proved ineffective. 

SPEED OF W I R F X E S S MESSAOES-
Wireless telegraphy is beginning to take its 

place in accurate solence and to lend its aid to 
geodesy. I n measuring differences of longitude i t 
is necessary to have a signal which oan be observed 
at the same Instant, or nearly so, from two places 
far apart from one another, and ordinary tele­
graphy has hitherto been used satisfactorily for 
this purpose, if there is a wire connecting the 
stations whose difference of longitude is to be 
determined. I n default of such connection, Pro­
fessor Albreoht, eft he Prneeian Geodetlo Inst i tute , 
has been making some experiments w i th the wire­
less apparatus, and has been able to determine the 
time of transmission of the signal which is a bye-
produot and a necessary one of longitude deter­
mination. He found some differences w i th different 
disposition of the apparatus, but a mean result 
appears to be that a signal took eight-thousandths 
of a second to traverse 66 kiloncesree (41} miles); 
at the rate, i n other words, of more than 5,000 
miles per second. 

T H E Zoo M O N K E Y - H O U S E . 
No animals are more difficult to keep alive in 

this oountry than the small monkeys of South 
Ameilca, of whioh parhapa the marmosets are 
the best known. For suoh delicate creatures a 
special oage has now been Bet up in the London 
• ' Z o o " monkey-house. I t is a small oage, bui l t 
of wood and fitted w i t h a glass front, due oare 
having been taken wi th regard to proper ventila­
t ion. Suoh a cage would seem to be proof against 
the penetrating draughti whioh have no difficulty 
in finding their way Into the houses at the gardens 
and to the weak spots of their delicate inhabitants. 
No animals are more curious than the monkeys of 
tropical America—the spider monkeys, the squirrel 
monkeys, the howling monkeys, the Sakls, and the 
Lagothrlx, to say nothing of the grotesque, red-
faced, short-tailed Oaakaris—but the are so ex­
tremely delicate that visitors to the " Z o o " do 
not often have the chance of seeing them, The 
capuohiee, indeed, are more hardy, but tkey have 
of late been somewhat rare In the menagerie. 

T H A M E S " S A L M O N , " 

Two oases of alleged Thames salmon have just 
been brought to l ight . The first related to a fish 
of about a pound, whioh, w i t h others similar to i t , 
have been oanght of lata in the fUh wnlr at Sea-
Salter, near Whltstable. The fish in question was 
submitted for examination by M r . Coleman, the 
Whltstable oyster merchant, but the Natural 
History Department of the Bri t ish Museum at 
South Kensington pronounoe i t nothing more than 
a sea-trout, resembling i n some of its oharaoteristios 
those caught on the coast of Wales. The oapture 
of sea-trout is no novelty in the estuary of the 
Thames, for these fish are great wanderers. On 
one oooasion a sea-trout whioh was captured and 
marked in Scotland was recaptured off Lowestoft. 
The second case was that of an alleged salmon 
caught off Messrs. Young and Marten's wharf at 
M i l l wall by a lad last summer. The fish was about 
15in. long, and i t is, of oourse, impossible to say 
now whether i t was a salmon or not. I t was too 
large for a descending smolt, and ful l small for an 
ascending grilse. I t was probably a sea-trout, but 
may have been a shad, which an inexperienced 
person might mistake for a salmon. 

By the collapse of a suspension bridge, which 
had long been oondemned for its rottenness, twenty 
school children have been drowned in the River 
it Ik at-Charleston, West Virg in ia . 

The children were on their way to a school treat, 
Tnere were six waggon-loads of them. Whi le al l the 
waggons were on the bridge one of the suspension 
cables snapped, and two others were dragged from 
their moorings. 

The' bridge collapsed bodily, and turned tur t le 
as i t fell into the river—a fall of about fif-y feet. 

The waggons were preciDitated into the water, 
which was covered wi th floating blocks of Ice. 
The soreams of the children were heartrending, and 
all the people i n the neighbourhood c a m i running 
to help in the work of rescue. Boats were got out, 
and such of the children as were f l u t i n g , or had 
managed to climb on the ioe blocks, were saved. 

Two l i t t l e girls, pioked up hy a boat, told a 
v iv id story of the accident. They were laughing 
and singing, when they he.rd a sharp crackle l ike 
the noise of a gun. The bridge swung up, and 
then turned completely over. 

They were plunged into the water, and when 
they oame up they were beside a sheet of ice, 
whioh crnmbled as they touched i t , but at the 
second attempt gave them a firm hold, and they 
climbed on the loe, aud est there shivering unt i l the 
boat oame. Another gir l who tried to olimb up 
slipped back, and they never saw her again. 

The bridge was the oldest in the State. I t has 
frequently been oondemned, but the authorities 
have done nothing. 

During the Civ i l War General Wise, when 
evacuating Charle.nt.nrt, set fire to the bridge and 
cut one of its suspension cables. I t was spliced, 
and has remained in nse ever slnoe. I t is con­
sidered probable that i t is the oable which 
snapped. 

S O C I A L I S T P E E R E S S E S . 

Hi story Is repeating itself In a revival of socialism 
among aristocratic ladies. 

The announcement that L i d y Warwick has 
beoome a member of the Social Democratic Federa­
tion has caused not only great satisfaction to that 
body, but to al l other kindred bodies. 

I t was sympathy w i t h the poor whioh induced 
her to beoome a member of the Social Democratic 
Federation, and I t Is expected she w i l l address the 
National Labour Conference on the State mainten­
ance of children on January 20, 1905. 

A n experiment, savouring of ultra-Socialism, 
was tried by L i d y Carlisle some years ago at 
Castle Howard, Lord Carlisle's seat in York ' 
shire. 

The whole household, from the E i r l and Coun­
tess w i t h their family down to the scullery-maid 
and boot boy, took their meals together. 

But after some days the servants petitioned to 
be allowed to return to the old order of things. 

Lady Aberdeen is another peeress who is very 
socialistic in her ideas. She is president of the 
International Liberal Association, and chiefly con, 
oerns herself w i th women's duties, rights, and pro 
gress. 

M U R D E R E R S C O M P L A I N T -

STAGGBBINO FIGURES. 

Some remarkable figures regarding the growth 
of the value of our trade during nearly half a oen-
tu ry were given on Saturday night at a dinner to 
M r . Robert Henderson, Secretary to bis Majesty's 
Customs, at the Hotel Cecil, London. M r . T . J . 
Pl t tar , C.B.. C.M.G. , who presided, remarked 
that during the course of 1,000 years the Customs 
had paid to the country £200,GO0,C09,CO0. M r . 
Henderson said when he entered the service nearly 
43 ysars ago the Customs revenue, notwithstand­
ing a dnty of Is. 51 . per pound on tea and 16s. 
per owt. on sugar, amounted to about £24,000,000, 
as compared wi th some £36,000,000 at the present 
time, whilst the value of the imports and exports 
then reached but £391,000,000, as against nearly 
£1,000,000,000 to day. 

A BORDER C A L L . 

Armstrongs to the rescue ! Everyone who bears 
that ancient border name must have been thr i l led 
by the heroism of the six Armstrongs who, w i t h 
Joseph Dent, put out In a coble to suocour a ship 
h i distress o i l Newblggin on Friday morning, but 
who a l l save one Armstrong perished in the gallant 
attempt. The Olobt, which is owned by Sir George 
Armstrong, Bart., and edited by his son, niskea 
the happy suggestion that every Armstrong, man 
or woman, in the Empire, Bhould contribute 
to a special tund for the relief of their 
herolo namesakes' widows and orphans 

CHRISTMAS D I N N E R I N PRISON. 

No day passes without the publication of some 
new intelligence wi th regard to the systematic 
abuse of tho'prisons, which are rapidly growing in 
importance as centres of indoor relief without ques­
tions asked. I n one of the O.urch Army's 
" labour homes " there is man who has spent the 
last twelve Chrlscraases in gaol. He applied to 
the society for help, and said that i f they could do 
nothing for him " he would have to go to gaol again." 
The society deolded to glvo him a chance, and i t is 
hoped that, for the first time in thirteen years, he 
w i l l eat his Christmas dinner outside a prison. 

" E N O L I S H , SORT OF C H R I S T I A N S . " 

Amusing extracts from letters sent by Russian 
soldiers to their relatives from the F ,r East are 
published i n Paris. One is particularly comical 
A soldier writes : — " We hear every day that the 
English are marching against us. Yesterday our 
sergeant told as that the English ships were off 
Port Ar thur . ' Should you like to fight the Eng­
lish on land ?' he asked, and naturally we al l 
declared that this would be a fine move. I t seems 
that the K i n g of England has a big revolt in India, 
and that our men are about to Btart to help the 
poor unhappy Indians, and to teaoh them the 
Christian religion. I asked the sergeant if the 
English were Christians, and he answered, ' 'Yes, 
they are a sort of Christians, who worship a god 
nomed Jeloudok, signifying stomach.' I n our 
army there are men who fought against the E ig< 
Ush in the Crimean War. Borovsky, an old'fellow 
who sella food to the troops, fought against them 
at Kara. He says that the English had a great 
general, but that the Turks were not worth 
straw. Nevertheless, we are no more afraid of the 
English than of the Japanese." 

M I S J U D G E D Q U E E N D R A G A . 

I t is said that just before she was murdered 
Queen Draga had been reading a book of Stendhal's 
" D e VAmour." One of the assassins, not well 
acquainted w i th French literature, pioked up the 
volume, and said to a comrade, " Jus t the sort of 
thing a shameless woman would r e a d ! " The 
other worthy had some li terary taste, and, ex­
amining the book, was very muoh struck by the 
notes i n the Queen's hand on the margin of many a 
page. According to a German paper, he wrote to 
a friend this Interesting confessing : " What moved 
me most deeply was not my Bhare of that horrible 
drama, not the sight of the mutilated corpses, not 
the ferocity of that bloody night, but the revela­
t ion In this l i t t l e book of a certain nobili ty in the 
sonl of this ambitious Queen, whom hatred and 
fanaticism had caused me to misjudge." 

O V E R - E A T I N G A N D ENERGY. 

Of late years a considerable amount of attention 
has been paid to the food of the people, and muoh 
d e g e n e r a c y and Ill-health have been ascribed to 
malnutr i t ion, due to insufficient or unsuitable 
nourishment. I t is remarkable, on the other hand, 
that a l l the most reoent and most aocurate scientific 
investigation of this subject tends to show that a 
large proportion of those classes of society, who 
can afford to do so, eat too much, and that the 
excess of food leads to a direct loss of energy. 

'Dr . Atwater , of Middletown, Connecticut, and 
Professor Chittenden, of Yale University, pursu, 
Ing independent and exact methods, have arrived 
at practically the same resul t : that a portion of 
the energy of the system is frequently, and In 
many persons habitually, absorbed and wasted in 
the task of dealing w i t h excess of food. When 
kinds and quantltios of nutriment are properly 
adjusted to natural requirements the amount of 
work put out, Professor Chittenden finds, " is pro 
dlgionaly inoreased, in some oases by as muoh as 
60 to 70 per cent." I t w i l l hardly be a surprise to 
those who have seriously thought out the matter 
that too much food means loss, not gain, of energy, 
or that i t often means not health, but disease. 

Asked why sentence of death should not be 
passed upon him at the Old Bailey for the murder 
of his housekeeper, Helen Walden, at L sy tonatone, 
Wi l l i am Hoffman said, " I th ink i t a very great 
shame that after a man has been robbed of £300 he 
Bhould have his life taken in this way. I treated 
the g i r l to the best of everything, and I th ink i t 
the greatest shame that I should have my life 
taken away." 

The woman, who was only 20, said on the eve of 
the murder that she had given stolen money to a 
soldier w i th whom she was walking out. Next 
day Hoffman disappeared, and the woman was 
found dead in the cellar w i th her throat cut. 

Dr. Scott, of Br ix ton Prison, expressed the 
opinion that Hoffman was of unsound mind at the 
time of the murder. 

The prisoner was sentenced to death. 

O F F I C E R S Tl tAOIC DEATH. 

T R A M P E D ABOUT L O N D O N FOR A W E E K . 

Early on Thursday morning a police-constable 
saw a body 11 >*tlng in the Serpentine. I t proved 
to be that of Lieutenant Alexander J. H . Murray-
Thomson, of t t " R <yal Garrison Ar t i l l e ry . The 
tragic story of the young man's death w&B unfolded 
In the W atmlnster Coroner's Court, London. 

Only 21 years of age, he had the prospect of a 
bril l iant i-t .e-r. Recently h« gave way to dr ink , 
and tron'- l- nri-.se i n connection w i th bis profes­
sional rlutles. 

On Wednes^«y week, without leave, he left 
Weymouth, where he was stationed, and was not 
Been Kgafa *\iv* Sy his friends. 

Afraid to face his commanding fficer, ashamed to 
go to his m o t h e r , t he w r e t c h e d young man, who 
had no Means of providing himself wi th toed or 
sh-lter, t r a m p e d about L tonon for a week, unt i l i n 
a fit of desperation h% ended his troubles in the 
Serpentina 

What, t t i " young officer suffered during that 
period i t is impewtibts to realise. I n addition to 
great mental <<iitres*. be endured the agonies of 
hunger arid cold. Wnen his body was dragged 
from the Serpentine not a trace of food was found 
in I t , and not a farthing of money was in h i ; 
pockes. H s underclothing was missing. I - . had 
doubtless been disposed of for a few pence to buy 
food. 

Lieutenant Marray-Thompson oalled twioe at 
the Grosvenor Club, of whioh he was a member, 
and also at G)x's-court and a house in Kensington 
to t ry to obtain some money, but although in the 
last stages of starvation, he would not make his 
condition known to his mother, who was employ­
ing detectives to find him. 

The ju ry returned a verdict of Suicide while of 
unsound mind. 

C O N V E R T E D F O O T B A L L E R . 

DENOUNCES T H E G A M E A T W E L S H 
R E V I V A L M E E T I N G . 

Remarkable soenes characterised Evan Roberts' 
revival meeting at Hafod ou Friday, whioh was 
attended by many visitors from great distances. 

The young revivalist was about to speak, and 
had already said half a dczsn words, when a man 
in the body of the chapel rose and interrupted 
him. Some effort was made to stop the man, but 
Evan Roberts checked i t . 

" The Holy Spiri t guides," he said ; " let h im 
speak." And thereupon the Interrupter thri l led 
the congregation w i t h a fieroe denunciation of 
football. 

" I have been a footballer al l my l i fe , " he cried, 
" b u t i t must go. Here and now I vow to 
renounce i t for ever." 

A lawsuit is threatened as one of the sequels to 
the revival spirit in Carmarthenshire. 

A t a crowded prayer-meeting in a Carmarthen­
shire town a man got up and, w i th deep fervour, 
declared he had for days been interoeding for a cer­
tain publican, whom he mentioned by name. 

The publican was a great sinner, he deolared, 
and after specifying the forma which the publioan's 
sin had taken, he asked the meeting to pray for 
the man. 

The congregation d id so, and now the publican 
is issuing writs for slander. 

D E A T H O F A - G I P S Y P R I N C E . 

N E G R O C O N F I R M E D 
H O S P I T A L . 

I N 

Whi le ly ing on a bed of sickness in Swansea 
Hospital, Job Lawrence.a young negro, of Jamaica, 
was confirmed by Bishop Owen, of St. David's, 

La wrence, who is a seaman, developed phthisis 
some weeks ago, and during the time he has been 
in hospital he has paid great attention to religious 
matters. 

Having repeatedly expressed a desire to be fully 
admitted into the Church his case was mentioned 
to the Bishop, who was present conducting a series 
of confirmation eervices in Swansea and district. 
As a result the Bishop vtaited the hospital. 

Prince Robert, the younger son of the late gipsy 
queen Esther, and brother of the late king Charles, 
the last gipsy king crowned in Scotland, died at 
Kelso at the age of 61. 

The prince, whose surname was Rutherford, 
was well acquainted w i t h oourt life, though, un­
fortunately, i t was the police, where he had made 
130 a p p e a r a n c e s . 

When sober, he was a quiet, Inoffensive person, 
but when under the influence of " barley bree " 
he was apt to indulge In a freedom of conduct 
whioh generally brought him into conflict w i th the 
polloe. 

A t such times his retinue on the royal progress 
to the police station Invariably consisted of at least 
half-a-dozsn polioemen. 

When he stooped to work, the prinoe was 
travelling baeketmaker. 

I R I S H D I S T R E S S . 

I n connection w i t h the distress in Ireland, a 
letter has been addressed to the chairmen of 
boards of guardians In the western districts by Sir 
Anthony Macdonnell, the Under-Secretary, stating 
that where the distress in any poor or highly-
taxed distriot beoomes an excessive burden on the 
ratepayers the Government w i l l be prepared to 
mske a grant from publio funds. 

TheGovernment had reason to hope that in the 
majority of unions the grant of loans, repayable 
in two instalments, would be sufficient to meet the 
exceptional calls for relief, and the above offer has 
been made i n view of the ohronio poverty in some 
districts and the failure of the potato crop. 

TO E X C H A N G E G R A V E S . 
I t is asserted by a Mrs . Soar that owing to a 

mistake by the late sexton a relative of hers has 
been buried in a wrong grave at Leabrooks Ceme­
tery, near Alfreton, and she has made an applica­
t ion to the urban distriot oouncil c i that town that 
the body and that of another person should be 
exhumed and reburied in their proper graves. 

P A U P E R ' S R A C I N G " F L U T T E R S . " 

The doctor who attended Henry Sturgess, the 
" sporting pauper" of Eton Workhouse, stated at 
the inquest that Sturgess told him that instead of 
spending money he reoeived on beer and tobacco 
l ike other inmates, he saved i t up to have a 
" f l u t t e r " on racehorses. His winnings for the 
season only oame to 17s. lOd. 

Sturgess died from the effects of a wound in the 
throat whioh he inflated after his betting trans­
actions had been brought to the notioe of the 
guardians. 

D R I V E N I N S A N E B Y A G I P S Y . 

A t an inquest at Finchingfield on the wife of a 
labourer, who hanged herself two days after being 
discharged from the county asylum, the husband 
stated that a gipsy woman oalled at his cottage In 
the previous year's harvest time, and told his wife 
that she could cure her " troubles " i f she reoeived 
enough money. 

His wife gave the gipsy £8 and some olothlng, 
and afterwards worried about i t so muoh that she 
had to be taken to the asylum. 

" S I L E N T W A I F S " E N D . 

" J o h n Strange," the silent waif who spent 
three years in Lingwood Workhouse, Norfolk, baa 
died in that inst i tut ion. 

He had many peculiarities. When offered any 
l i t t le delicacy not usually given to the inmates he 
steadfastly declined. Another eccentricity was 
that he never combed bis hair-

I t was only when seized w i t h mortal illness a 
week ago that he said that he was W i l l i a m Baker, 
of Cardiff, and that he had wronged his brother, 
who was a tailor. M r . Joseph Baker replied to the 
chaplain's communication that his brother died In 
Newport six years ago, but the officials think that 
the dying man spoke the t r u t h , and that the man 
buried as " W i l l i a m B i k e r " at Newport must 
have been somebody else. 

G A M B L E R ' S S U I C I D E . 

A young I ta l ian count was seen to walk de­
jectedly from the Monte Carlo Casino gambling 
tables into the gardens, w i t h a lady, and to sit for 
a time on a seat facing the Casino conversing w i t h 
her. 

Then he suddenly kissed his oompanlon, and 
drawing a revolver, shot himself through the 
heart. 

Attendants quickly appeared on the scene, and 
before anyone but the Immediate spectators were 
aware of what had happened the body had been 
carried away. 

T E N S U B M A R I N E S O R D E R E D . 

The Admiral ty has placed orders w i t h Messrs, 
Vlokers, Sons, and Maxim, of Barrow, for 10 
additional submarines of the B l type. 

This order is the result of the successful trials 
of the B l In the I r i sh Sea recently, whioh showed 
that boats of this type could remain nnder water 
for a longer period, and wi th greater comfort, than 
the A class. 

Boats of the B class w i l l be 150 feet long, w i th 
g i r th of 60 feet, and w i l l embody a l l the Improve 
ments whioh experiments w i t h the existing flotilla 
have suggested to Captain Bacon and other 
Admiral ty offhlals. 

EAST-END G I F r F O R T H E POPE 

T W E L V E M O N T H S F O R A K I S S . 

Enraged because his " young lady " resented an 
attempt to kiss her, Matnew Fleming, a Winds-
worth butcher, made a scene outside her house, 
and when a constable was oalled stabbed him 
behind the ear w i th a knife. 

A t the 'Old Bailey, London, Fleming was sen­
tenced to 12 months hard labour. 

The State of New Jersey has passed an Aot to 
restra'n eplleptio, Insane, and feeble-minded per­
sons from marrying. 

On Friday the Pope granted a private audience 
to Father Bernard Vaughan, who presented 
him a oopy of the " Paradise cf Palladius" In 
Syriac and English, translated by Dr. E. A . Wall ls 
Budge, of the Bri t ish Museum, together w i t h an 
offering from the poor ohildren of the Commercial 
road distriot of East London. 

The Pope thanked Father Vaughan in the warm 
est manner, and handed him a fine medal for Lady 
Meux. 

A R M E D B U R G L A R W O U N D E D . 

Frederiok Baylies, the armed burglar who had 
desperate struggle on Tuesday w i t h M r . Auber, 
jeweller, of Burton-on-Trent, out a sorry figure in 
the dock. His head was swathed in bandages, and 
he showed signs of great weakness. 

When M r . Auber desoribed how he used a knife 
on the prisoner un t i l the blood poured out Baylies 
made as i f he would jump out of the dock at Auber. 
The prisoner was sent to the assizes, but after his 
oommlttal was removed to Stoke-on-Trent, where 
he is wanted fur housebreaking. 

tiPIToME O F N E W S . 
The cruiser Mohawk, attached to the Medway 

Reserve, h.-.s been condemned as unfit for further 
service. The Mohawk was buil t in 1886 at a cost 
of £83.836. 

W&uusworth Board of Guardians have decided 
to proceed wi th to - erwotion of a new infirmary to 
accommodate ou0 patients at an estimated cost of 
£150,000. 

Capital Is the one great need of the Bri t ish 
automobile iudust iy, said Sir Henry Slurmey, 
F.R.P.S. , in a pap*r read to the members of the 
Automobile Club. 

Though ue laid gi oat stress on camp training for 
Volunteers, he v a l u r i m i l higher effiolenoy in 
musketry, s a i d Lord Roberts in a speech to the 2cd 
London Rifles on Saturday, 

The Puolte H-i.:ih Department of the Louden 
Ci ty Corporation have decided to keep a regieter 
of such hairdressers as are wil l ing to be bound by 
the regulations recently drawn up. 

The directors of the London Gaiety Theatre re­
port a profit of £13,SIS during the past year, and 
recommend a d i v t d - u d ot 9s. per share, making a 
total distr ibution for the year of 90 per cent. 

Ida Marian Dibdfn, a young g i r l l iv ing at Elm-
id r, Kings.cn-on-Thames, expired suddenly from 

heart lallur;, while having a tooth extracted at the 
dentist's. 

Mr . BJward Terry and his company left South­
ampton un Saturday f i r New York in the Amerl­
oan Line steamer St. Paul. Mrs. Terry accompa­
nies her hunband. 

I had 2§. when I came out, and bought tea, 
sugar, a pork chop, and sausages, as well as 
drioks. I 've s t i l l got 7 1 . , so that I d idn ' t spend 
much in beer."—A prisoner at West Ham on 
Saturday. 

The Bishop of Reading, Dr. James Leslie Ran­
dal l , has recovered from his resent Indisposition 
caused by taking a chil l at the eonseeration of a 
burial ground at East bury, and has resumed his 
duties. 

A bookmaker named Frederic H a l l fell from the 
top flat of model buildings, Chatteris-equare, New 
Kent-road, London, on Sunday evening, and was 
instantly ki l led . 

Petei Hearty, a blind man, was sentenced to 15 
; 'ears' penal servitude at the Ulster Assises In 
islfast on Saturday for the manslaughter of his 

wife at Crossmaglen. • 
I t is rumoured in Ireland that " M a j o r " 

MaoBride, who led the I r i sh Brigade which 
assisted the Boers, and who afterwards married 
Miss Maude Gonne, w i l l oen test South Mayo at 
the next eleotlon. 

The goods of 113 Reading Passive Resisters have 
been sold by auction by M r . Walter WilsoD, who 
again offered his servloes gratuitously. There was 
a large attendance, and most of the lots were boueht 
In . 

A mass meeting of postal olerki at Edinburgh 
on Saturday passed a resolution unanimously call­
ing upon the Postmaster-General to give ful l effect 
to the ameliorative recommendations of M r . A. 
Chamberlain's oommlttee. 

M r . George Cole, postmaster at St. M awes, near 
Falmouth, has been missing slnoe Friday night. 
He left two letters, one addressed to his wife, ask­
ing forgiveness, and the other to a lady clerk i n the 
post offioe. 

The South African Cricket Association has, says 
Ranter, deolined the offer of a vis i t from the Aus­
tralian team on its return from England. A n 
English team w i l l be invited to visi t South Africa 
Instead. 

A soratoh on the back of the hand from a parrot 
whose nails he was outtlng set up blood-poisoning, 
and caused the death of Augustus Shuts, a Great 
Portland-street (London) naturalist, on whom an 
inquest was held on Saturday. 

The Prince of Wales has promised to visit the ! 
newly-incorporated borough of East Ham and 
open the new technical institute in January. Tula 
w i l l be the first oooasion any member of the Royal 
Family has visited the locality. 

The difficult and unmanageable boy is often the 
most eligible for training for sea eervloe. So i t is 
stated i n the report presented to the Metropolitan 
Asylums Board on Saturday by their Exmouth 
Training Ship Committee. 

M r . Henry Robert Jones, who has practised as 
solicitor for forty years In Wandsworth, was 

committed for t r i a l at the South Western Police-
court, London, on Saturday, on a charge of obtain­
ing £967 8 J. 101. by fraud from the Wandsworth 
Guardians. 

During the progress of a football match at Bristol 
on Saturday between Eversley and the United Ser­
vice, Parnell, one of the forwards, exolaimed, 
" I ' m going to faint ," and fell down. He was 
carried to the pavilion, *but expired before a doctor 
arrived. 

The total of the periods of penal servitude 
imposed at the dose of the Ulster Win te r Assizes 
on Saturday amounted to 43 years, w i t h a total of 
28 years In the case of Imprisonment wi th hard 
labour. These figures constitute a record for the 
assizes. 

When a man was charged at West London w i t h 
deserting his wife, whereby she became chargeable 
to the Fulham Union he said he d id so because 
she was too fond of dress and wanted more money 
than he could give her. One month's hard labour. 

After a long debate the Malton Guardians 
decided to accept an offer made by Lady Carlisle, 
a member of the board, to give "Christmas 
oheer " to twloe the value of two barrels of bser 
promised by looal brewers, on condition that no 
intoxicants be provided for the inmates of the 
house. 

One poor person of whom he knew, said the 
Mayor of Marylebone, London, on Saturday, re­
ceived coffins from five different charitable Institu­
tions. I t was the sort of thing that occasionally 
happened, he added. 

For shooting at and k i l l i ng a boy w i t h a gun, 
which, he said, he d id not know was loaded, 
Wi l l i am Thomas Smith, gardener, was at Warwick 
Assizes on Saturday sentenced to a month's impri ­
sonment. 

M r . Seddon, In a reoent publlo speech, said, 
according to the New Zealand Prtts, that aotion 
would have to be taken speedily to prevent the 
colony being made a dumping-ground for consump­
tives. 

During an anniversary service at Devonshire-
square Baptist Churob, Stoke Mewlngton, London, 
on Sunday morning, M r . Johnson, of Dare ton-road, 
Stamford H i l l , was taken i l l and died i n the 
vestry. 

A new play, entitled " Callette the Jesterf" a 
poetic tragedy wr i t ten by Miss E d i t h Halford 
Thompson, was produced at Torquay on Saturday 
by M r . Lawrence I r v i n g , i n whose company the 
author aots w i t h her husband, M r . W. E. Ash 
croft. 

For the construction ef a railway between Taffs 
W e l l and Treforest, for the establishment of direct 
communication between Bute Docks, Cardiff, and 
one of the richest coalfields in South Wales, the 
Marquis of Bute has sanctioned an outlay of a 
quarter of a mil l ion. 

I n answering a orltioism that he had altered an 
anoient custom by attending Divine service after 
charging the grand ju ry at Surrey Assizes, Instead 
of going to the ohuroh first, M r . Justice Bigham 
said i t was a saving of public time, because the 
grand ju ry oould be considering bills and so h a v e 
work ready on the judge's return. 

I n reminding the publlo that the Naval Ship­
ping and Fisheries Exhibit ion w i l l be held at 
Earl's Court, London, next year, Admira l Free-
mantle asks that those who have interesting relics 
of our naval heroes should communicate w i t h Sir 
Ar thur Trendell, at Earl's Court. 

Judge Parry has declined to preside over the 
committee nominated by the Manchester Ci ty 
Counoil to inquire Into the allegations against the 
polloe of the oi ty, on the grounds that he has a 
large quanti ty of work on hand, and also that he 
suffers from unsatisfactory health. 

I t Is announced that the Earl of Pembroke has 
agreed to buy the W i l t o n Carpet Factory, which 
has undergone various vicissitudes of late years. 
He Intends to form a company. 

Commenting on the art of publlo reading, the 
Bishop of Ripen, In the course of an address to lay 
readers at Leeds, said he often wondered how much 
of the Scriptures was lost through indistinct read­
ing—sentences being drawled out so that nobody 
could understand them. 

The Cambridge University Cobdej Prize , 
been awarded to Manohar La i , B. A . , of 8:, John's 
College. 

James Webber, a Dover seaman, was landed at 
Yarmouth on Monday w i t h hie r ight arm torn 
away, the result of an accident w i t h a steel 
hawser. 

While bidding his sweetheart good-night l Q 

Duke's-avenue, Muswell-hi l i , London, Ruben 
Seaman, a young man, reeled and :e':l d..ad from 
heart failure. 

Griffith Da vies, of Game id wen, Bitheeda, was 
crushed to death by a ton ot rock while following 
his employment at Douglas Gallery, Peurhya 
(scarries, cu V 'mday. 

A farm hand named John Richardson, of Single­
ton, Preston, has died as the result of being 
stabbed In the chest w i th a p- uknife while larking 
about wi th a companion. 

A n engine-driver named Barker, when engaged 
in repairing a email gas-holder at a Beddlngton 
m i l l , was thrown backwards about l i t , , a slight 
explosion fracturing bis skul l . He died shortly 
afterwards, 

A well knows] H a l l accountant named Jonathan 
Hay, of S^vile street, hs« been found dead on the 
bed at his house, wi th a bullot-wound In his fore­
head, and a revolver close beside. Hay had 
suffered from depression. 

John Groves Hammorton, a metal refiner, was at 
Birmingham Assizes sentenced to three years' penal 
servitude for forgery. There were defalcations 
amounting to £1,250. 

A boy under 12, licensed as an acrobat by M r . 
Mead at Thames Police-court, London, gets 7s. a 
week and his board and lodging. He sends 3s.,, 
voluntari ly, to his mother at Bris tol . 

Miss Madeline, who was injured some weeks ago 
in looping the loop at tbe Sunderland Palace 
Theatre, Is now a l i t t l e better, and some hope I t 
entertained of her ultimate recovery. 

" Curious and disastrous." was how M r . George 
Singer, of Sfnger and Company, Limi ted , of Coven, 
t r y , desoribed the price-cutting war i n the cycle 
trade. 

M r . Balfour has deolined to receive a deputation 
from the Execu'ive Committee cf the Conference 
of Rating Authorities on the subject of the rating 
of ground values. 

The sentence of three years' penal servitude 
passed on George Mountfotd, farmer, of New-
east le- ander Lyme, for forgery, has been reduced 
to one of 18 months' imprisonment. 

Hitablished in the year 1727, tbe members of the 
Faversham Farmers' Club desire to know i f any. 
one can refute their claim to be the oldest associa­
tion of a social character in this country. 

Exhibited by the West India Committee at the 
first show cf colcnial f ru i t i n the Royal Hor t i ­
cultural Society's Hal) , Westminster, London, on 
Monday, were some golden apples which taste like 
peaohes. 

Birmingham's first temperance " public-house," 
whioh alms at supplying tbe publlo w i t h a free 
meeting-place, was opened by the Lord Mayor of 
Birmingham on Monday night in the large hall ef 
the K y r l e Society. 

Whi l e Constable Maodonald, of tbe Royal Ir ish 
Constabulary, was showing bis carbine to a friend 
i t went off and the bullet shattered the leg of a lad. 
The constable has been remanded on a charge ol 
causing grievous bodily harm. 

" I never gave my position a thought," said Mr , 
Louis Crankshaw, a Manchester merchant, who 
was examined in bankruptcy on Monday. " 1 
amused myself by hunting, shooting, and fishing, 
and I even had a fishery in Norway." The de 
ficiency of the firm is £20,000. 

Whi le sweeping a chimney an old lady of 75, 
named Morgan, of Whitchurch, Salop, caught the 
sleeve of her flannelette nightdress alight, and was 
so badly burned that she died. 

On Monday evening a crowded gathering In 
Glasgow of representatives of temperance and 
religious associations in Scotland, celebrated the 
jubilee of the Sunday closing of public-houses la 
Scotland. 

Ha r ry Cooper, 36, of the 1st Shropshire Light 
Infant ry , committed suicide by shooting himself 
at the new Pembroke Dock Barracks eo Monday. 
He had been reduced in th • ranks, and this preyed 
on his mind. 

A r r i v i n g at Jersey on Monday the captain of the 
steamer Ibex reported that a passenger believed 
to be a clergyman named W . Woocfword, was 
missing. I t is supposed that he fell overboard. 

The death is annonnoed of M r . Samuel Briddon, 
for many years cutdoor assistant to the chief 
goods manager of the Midland Railway Company. 
He retired from active service in August, 1903 

" What d id you break open my door for ? I am 
the oocupler," said Charles E l l io t t to a policeman 
In the doorway of a Stamford H i l l (London) house, 
but later he admitted that he was a burglar, and 
on Monday w i t h a companion named H i l l he was 
remanded at the Nor th London Police-court, 

Several nights after a burglary had been com­
mit ted at a house at Beckenham a well-dressed 
young woman named Maud Lyman was found 
asleep In the conservatory of the same house wi th 
her boots off and pawn tickets relating to the stolen 
property in her pocket. She was committed for 
t r i a l on Monday. 

" M y non-attendanoe is due to forgetfulnees 
arising out of the felicity succeeding matrimony," 
wrote M r . S. G. B-amleh, who belongs to the 
Clonakllty Rural Distr ict Council, County Cork, 
but whose membership had lapsed because bf his 
oontlnued absence from meetings. The explanation 
was accepted. 

" The action of the Chailey Distriot Council In 
tbe controversy w i t h Sir Wi l l i am Grantham 
deserves the support of a l l district councils," 
declared a resolution passed by the Wycombe 
Board of Guardians on Monday. " T h e remedy 
for the scarcity of cottage accommodation In rural 
districts must not be sought In disregarding build­
ing by-laws." 

The K i n g has been pleased to approve the ap­
pointment of the Marquess of Winchester to be 
his Majesty's Lieutenant for the County of Hamp­
shire, in succession to the late Earl of Northbrook, 
G.C.S.L 

South-Euitern and Chatham Railway employees, 
meeting at Batteries, passed a resolution approv­
ing of the concession of Sunday pay to the traffic 
staff, and agreeing to support the delegates In ask­
ing for an interview wi th the directors, In the hope 
of obtaining the remainder of the railway men's 
program. 

During a t ro t t ing and galloping meeting at 
Greenwich-park, Aimree, a fatal accident occurred 
to a 16 year-old jockey, named Francis E. Donnelly, 
who was r iding his father's horse in the Scurry 
Plate. Donnelly was thrown, and sustained a 
fracture of the base of the skul l , from whioh he 
died a few minutes later. 

I n Main-road, Oldham, on Sunday night, a 
woman of 70. named Esther Sutcllffe, was burned 
to death through - s i t t ing too near the fire while 
smoking. Her husband, an Imbecile, d id nothing 
to aid her, neither d id be alarm the neighbours. 

The new training squadron leaves Devonport 
early In January and joins the Nor th American and 
West Indies fleet at Dominion on 3rd February. 
There w i l l be five ships, and instruction of a 
thoroughly modern ° haracter is to be Imparted to 
the naval school cadets during the cruise. 

" F o u n d drowned " was the verdict returned on 
Monday night at an inquest on Mary Alice 
Preston, the wife of a St. Helens glass-grinder, 
who was found floating i n the canal. Deceased 
had made unfounded allegations against her 
husband. 

A Wold ranger named Wi l l i am Simpson Trotter 
was committed for t r i a l a t Malton, charged with 
assaulting and robbing John Wilson, an old re­
tired farmer, at Grimston, Malton, on November 
50th. Accused is said to have called Wilson up at 
midnight, and demanded money, afterward! 
savagely assaulting him. 

The captain and crew of the schooner Marie, of 
Nantes, bound for Conoarneaa from Newcastle, 
w i th coals, were landed by a tug at Newhaven-
The Marie collided w i t h an unknown steamer eight 
miles south-west of Beaehy Head, and was beached 
one mile west of Newhaven in a heavy sosth-'M* 
gale. 

A t the prize distribution at Raines oohools, St. 
G sorge's-in-the-East, London, the Bishop of Step­
ney said tha t one former scholar of the school bad 
completed a University oourse at Cambridge, and 
as a mathematical tutor had the honour of coach­
ing the sons of Princess Henry of Batten berg. 

M r . Augustine Bir re l l , K.C. , w i l l be the guest 
of the Eighty Ciub at a dinner to be held befort 
Parliament i 
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