
C U R R E N T OPINION. T H E W A R . 

T H E R E L I E F O F K I M B E R L E Y . 
T h e Daily Chronicle w r i t e s : L o r d R o b e r t s has 

-won the first t a c t i c a l v i c t o r y f o r t h e B r i t i s h arras 
since the w a r began. T h i s means, w e hope, t h a t a 
p e r i o d has been p u t t o " u n h a p p y e n t a n g l e m e n t s , " 
a n d t h a t t he m a i n a r m y i s a t l as t i n a p o s i t i o n t o 
make the Boers feel b o t h i t s number s and i t s 
s t r a t egy . Once l aunched o n h is en te rpr i se Genera l 
F r e n c h has los t n o t a m o m e n t . H i s forced m a r c h 
i n t h e t e r r i b l e hea t of Tuesday was t h e i n s p i r a t i o n 
of t h e b o r n c a v a l r y leader. T h e Boers m u s t have 
u n d e r s t o o d i n a genera l w a y w h a t m i g h t happen, 
b u t t h e y d o no t appear t o have r eckoned f u l l y 
w i t h the. v i g o u r and dash of t h e i r an tagon i s t . 
B y c a r r y i n g off his m a i n body n o r t h of K i m b e r l e y , 
C r o n j e seems t o have e x t r i c a t e d h i m s e l f j u s t i n 
t ime f r o m an e x t r e m e l y a w k w a r d s i t u a t i o n . L o r d 
R o b e r t s mus t l ie d i s a p p o i n t e d t h a t t he Boer com­
m a n d e r d i d n o t s t and the tes t of a p i t c h e d K i t t l e , 
b u t t h e c o n d i t i o n s were n o t suf f ic ien t ly i n v i t i n g 
f r o m Cronje*s p o i n t of v i e w . I f , fo r t h e m o m e n t , 
he has escaped a l toge the r , he may have b r e a t h i n g 
t ime w h i l e L o r d Rober ta is engaged u p o n the 
necessary task of d e a l i n g w i t h t he needs o f t h e 
l a r g e c i v i l p o p u l a t i o n a t K i m b e r l e y . T h e r e l i e f of 
t h e t o w n a f t e r so p ro longed a seige is no ch i ld ' s 
play fo r t he a d m i n i s t r a t o r w h o m a y have to p ro -
Tide fo r t he t r a n s i t o f m a n y of t he i n h a b i t a n t s t o 
t h e sou th . 

T h e Daily Ti li ijrajih says : I t is a sp lend id and 
h a p p y first f r u i t of t he s t r a t egy o f our F i e l d -
M a r s h a l . Genius w i l l assert i t se l f , a n d the 
m a r k s o f t r u e m i l i t a i y genius are e v i d e n t a l i k e i n 
the concep t ion a n d execu t ion of t h e new plans 
w h i c h are a l r eady a l t e r i n g t h e face of t he campaign . 
. . I n a w o r d the o u t l o o k is b e l t e r and b r i g h t e r 
a l l over the scene of war fa re , and we sha l l 
soon ln-gin t o rememl>er h o w r e a l l y s t r o n g 
E n g l a n d is, and h o w l i t t l e cause the re ever was 
t o lie d o u b t f u l a t w u t t he issue o f t h e conf l i c t . 
T h e t i m e is n o t fa r d i s t a n t w h e n we 
sha l l l o o k h a r k upon t h e w o n d e r f u l t h i n g s 
w h i c h have been done b y the c o u n t r y , t h e 
G o v e r n m e n t , t h e Uenera ls , a n d the soldiers , 
a n d shal l have the praise and e n v v of the w h o l e 
w o r l d fo r t he qua l i t i e s d i s p l a y e d i n t h e w a r . 
W i t h a m p l e s t r e n g t h — a n d ample S t rength must 
a n i l w i l l l>e g i v e n t o h i m — L o r d Rober ts w i l l 
c a r r y t h i s second p a r t o f t h e e a m p i i g n t o i t s 
n a t u r a l a n d necessary m i l i t a r y conclus ion . 
M e a n t i m e , can w e t h a n k a m i a p p l a u d l o o m u c h 
those s p l e n d i d soldiers w h o , on the var ious fields 
o f t h e w a r , have so f a i t h f u l l y done i h e i r d u t y , and 
t u r n e d disaster i n t o g l o r y ': f a n we b« too p r o u d 
of t he leaders and o l i iccrs w h o have never spared 
themselves , and at whose v a l o u r even t h e i r foes 
m a r v e l ? I t . as we 'oelicvc and hope, the re l ie f of 
K i m b e r l e y and t h e f l i g h t of Cron je f rom Magers-
f o n t e i n are the I k - g i n n i n g of t he v i c t o r i o u s and Un­
h a p p y end , t h e n we shal l see w h a t blessings come 
f o r t h f rom e v i l , and how a n a t i o n l i k e ours emerges 
s t ronger . Safer, nobler , and more u n i t e d f i o u i a 
s t e r n ordea l l i k e the- present . 

T h e Daily .V . m remarks ; T h e r e l i e f of K i m b e r ­
ley is i n i t s e l f an i m p o r t a n t r e su l t . Bow impart-
ant w e can lk 's t i v a l i - c by cons ide r ing what would 
have been said and t h o u g h t i f K i m l i c r l c y had 
f a l l en . T h e cap tu re o f the- D i a m o n d C i t y b y the 
Boers , especial ly i f M r . Rhodes had been among 
the pr isoners , w o u l d have la-en a cause o f grea t re­
j o i c i n g among the enemy and to t h e i r v.-..-ll-\vishers. 
N o r w o u l d the g a i n have been mere ly . n t i : . : en t a l . 
T h e enemy w o u l d have become master o f .: fresh 
source o f w e a l t h . a n d the m o r a l effect of t h e i r v i c t o r y 
t h r o u g h o u t S o u t h A f r i c a w o u l d have been v e r y grea t . 
F r o m these consequences L o r d Ko lk - r t s hassavedus. 
F o r t h i s re l ie f , t h e n , t h e warmes t t h a n k s of the 
E m p i r e are due t o L o r d Roberta a n d t o Genera l 
F r e n c h , w h o has so a b l y c a r r i e d ou t the task \ 
assigned to h i m . T h e ques t ion remains , w h e t h e r j 
the r e l i e f of K i m b e r l e y w i l l be f o l l o w e d b y the | 
defea t o f t he enemy i n the field, b y the d ispersa l 

R E L I E F O F K I M B E R L E Y . 
G E N E R A L F R E N C H ' S B R I L L I A N T M A R C H . 

F L K I H T O F T J I K E N E M Y . 

0 I » F r i d a y m o r n i n g the W a r Office p u b l i s h e d t h e 
f o l l o w i n g i m p o r t a n t off ic ia l d i s p a t c h f r o m L o r d 
Ro l i e r t s a n n o u n c i n g the r e l i e f o f K i m b e r l e y : 

" J a c o b s d a l , Feb. 16 (2 a . m . ) . — F r e n c h , w i t h 
horse a r t i l l e r y , c a v a l r y , and m o u n t e d i n f a n t r y , 
reached K i m b e r l e y t h i s even ing ( T h u r s d a y ) . " 

N o t h i n g f u r t h e r was f o r t h c o m i n g u n t i l t h e 
even ing , w h e n t h e sub jo ined a d d i t i o n a l d ispatches 
f r o m L o r d Rober t s were issued i n q u i c k succes­
s ion : 

" M o d d e r R i v e r , Feb . H i . — T h e S i x t h D i v i s i o n 
lef t W a t e r v a l D r i f t e a r l y yes t e rday m o r n i n g , a n d 
marched here,* go ing on same even ing t o R o n d e v a l 
D r i f t , t o h o l d t h e cross ing o f t h e M o d d e r R i v e r 
and leave F r e n c h free t o act . S h o r t l y , a f t e r 
a r r i v i n g here* t h e M o u n t e d I n f a n t r y v i s i t e d 
Jacobsdal , and f o u n d i t f u l l of w o m e n a n d 
c h i l d r e n , w i t h four of o u r Wounded men J o i n g w e l l . 
On the w a y back the M o u n t e d I n f a n t r y we re 
a t t a c k e d —nine men w o u n d e d , L i eu t enan t -Co lone l 
H e n r y , M a j o r H a t c l i e l l , and 10 men miss ing . T h e 
t w o officers were subsequent ly found a t Jacobsdal , 
s l i g h t l y wounded. T h e C a v a l r y D i v i s i o n is m o v i n g 
i n a n o r t h e r n d i r e c t i o n , and has a p p a r e n t l y a l r eady 
reduced the pressure on K i m b e r l e y , as K e k e w i c h 
signals t h a t t'ne enemy has abandoned Alexander s -
f o n t e i n , and t h a t he has occupied i t . F r e n c h has 
advanced as far as A b o n s d a n i , w i t h s l i g h t loss, a n d 
is p u s h i n g on , t he posts i n his rear be ing h e l d by 
M o u n t e d I n f a n t r y . C lements h a v i n g been pressed 
by large numbers lias r e t i r e d on A r u n d e l t o cover 
N a n u w o o o r t . I have heard f rom Baden -Powe l l a t 
M a t c h i n g , t h r o u g h P lumer . t h a t on J a n u a r y "25 
enemy shelled the convent , used as a convalescent 
hosp i t a l , w i t l i 94-poundcr guns. L a d y Sarah 
W i l s o n was s l i g h t l y w o u n d e d . E n e m y n e x t day 
d e l i b e r a t e l y shel led women 's laager w i t h siege guns. 
N o casual t ies ." *Th i s p r o b a b l y refers t o some 
place o t h e r t h a n M o d d c r R i v e r S t a t i o n , on the l i n e 
of L o r d Roberts 's advance. 

" J a c o b s d a l , F e b r u a r y 16, — F o l l o w i n g t e l eg ram 
received t h i s m o r n i n g f rom F r e n c h : - H a v e com­
p l e t e l y dispersed enemy f rom sou the rn side o f 
K i m b e r l e y f rom Alexande r s fon t e in t o O l iphan t s -
f o n t e i n , and n o w (going) t o occupy t h e i r g r o u n d . 
H a v e cap tu red enemy's laager and s tore de^iot o f 
suppl ies , and suppl ies of a m m u n i t i o n . F o l l o w i n g 

I casualt ies r e p o r t e d : A b o u t 20 of a i l r anks 
w o u n d e d . K i m b e r l e v cheerfu l and w e l l . ' " 

j 1'Jacobsdal, Feb rua ry 10, 1000 ,—I have good 
I reason for bel ief t ha t the Magers fon te in t renches 
i have been abandoned, and t h a t t h e Boers are 
j endeavour ing t o escape. F r e n c h is scour ing the 
j c o u n t r y t o the n o r t h ' o f K i m b e r l e y . One o f 
j Ku'nny's brigades of i n f a n t r y is i n p u r s u i t o f a 

v e r y large Boer convoy m o v i n g t o w a r d s B l o e m -
foa t e io . 

" J a c o b s d a l , F e b r u a r y l t i (7-45 p . m . ) . — M u c h 
g r a t i f i e d on a r r i v a l here t o find a d m i r a b l e h o s p i t a l 
a r rangements made b y G e r m a n ambulance , unde r 
l ) i s . k a c i t n e r and H i l d c h r a n d , w h o . w i t h t h e i r 
stall ' , have shown the greatest k indness t o o u r 
w o u n d e d , as t h e y have t o Boer w o u n d e d . Some 
of o u r w o u n d e d have been here since December, 
and some were b r o u g h t i n yes te rday . I have 
inspected the hosp i t a l and a m m u c h g r a t i f i e d 
w i t h w h a t I have seen. T h e r e are t w o officers a n d 
about 35 of our w o u n d e d here ." 

S T O R Y O F T H E A D V A N C E . 

A d i spa t ch f rom Jacobsdal o f February .15 gives 
the f o l l o w i n g i n f o r m a t i o n : " E v e n t s d u r i n g the 
last th ree days have f o l l o w e d each o the r q u i c k l y . 

' G e n e r a l Roberts ' s force has been p u t t o a severe 
'. test , and has answered g a l l a n t l y . H e a v y mareh-
| i n g has been the order of t h e d a y . T h e g rea t hea t 
! has been succeeded by r a i n a n i l co ld w i n d s . T o -
1 day we h o l d Jacobsdal . T h e Boers ea r ly i n t he 

m o r n i n g occupied the t o w n , b u t o u r a r t i l l e r y soon 
T h e enemy, i n order 

" M o d d e r R i v e r , F e b r u a r y 16.—Clements h a v i n g 
been h a r d pressed b y la rge numbers has r e t i r e d o n 
A r u n d e l t o cover N a a u w p o o r t . " 

D E A T H O F C O L O N E L E A G E R . 

I t is r e p o r t e d f r o m S t e r k s t r o o m l i ' that Co lone l 
Eager , of t h e R o y a l I r i s h Rif les , wlicr-was w o u n d e d 
a t S t o r m b e r g (and whose release h a g been p r o m ­
ised b y Pres iden t S teyn) d i ed a t j j u r g h e r s d o r p . 
T h e Boers b r o u g h t the b o d y t o w i t h | n a few mi les 
of M o l t e n o , whence i t was convc-yfcd b y B r i t i s h 
t roops t o S t c r k s t r o o m . T h e remain%wcre i n t e r r e d 
w i t h f u l l m i l i t a r y honours , a l l branches o f t he ser­
vice be ing represented, and the ceremony was most 
impress ive . 

. 1 c leared t h e m o u t . T h e enemy, i n o rde r to escape, 
»i h i s a r m y as an effective force, b y the cap tu re o l | w e r e o W i , ( 1 t o p . , s s , ) V C 1 . a , . [ , , , „ w h e r e t h e v 

Jus guns? T i n s is q u i t e a d i f fe ren t m a t t e r , and w e ! a l l ; m U , i ° sp l end id m a r k for our guns, w h i c h 
have few da ta to r f o r m i n g any good o p i n i o n on the j , K , n r e ) , a s i „ ) W C I . o f a ccu ra t e ly -d i r ec t ed sh rapne l 
p r o b a b i l i t i e s o f t h e ease 
f . T h e Standard observes : So s w i f t and s t r i k i n g a i 
change has seldom been recorded i n the annals o f ' 
w a r f a r e . T h e r a p i d i t y of L o r d Rober ts ' s tac t ics is 
as r e m a r k a b l e as t h e i r success. T h e h i s t o r y o f a j 
w h o l e campaign seems c r o w d e d i n t o leas t h a n a I 
week . . . T h e l o n g agony of t he beleaguered i 
t o w n is over . T h e r e is no more i n for t he ! 
D i a m o n d M i n e s , no more a l a r m fo r t he l i f e Of M r . j 
Rhodes , no more d i e t of horse-flesh, no more t e r r o r 
o f Boer shells. F r o m A l e x a n d e r s f o n t e i n t o O l i f an t s -
f o n t e i n the besiegers m e l t e d a w a y before ".he hoofs 
o f French ' s chargers, and the g r o u n d l a t e l y covered 
by t h e i n v e s t i n g l ines is n o w guarded b y our 
vedet tes . T h e Boer laager, t he depot o f stores, 
a n d t h e i r supp ly of a m m u n i t i o n are i n o u r hands. 
I t was e v i d e n t l y a asmw n i and i t is not y e t 
o v e r ; for L o r d Ro l i e r t s te legraphs t h a t Genera l 
F r e n c h , u n r e s t i n g and indefa t igab le , was semir ing 
t h e c o u n t r y n o r t h w a r d i n p u r s u i t of t he H y i n g 
enemy. N o w o n d e r K i m b e r l e y feels " cheerful 
a n d w e l l . " So d o L o r d Rober ts ' s c o u n t r y m e n at 
home—more cheerfu l t h a n t h e y have l ieen for some 
weeks past. 

T h e Daily Mail has t he f o l l o w i n g : A t l e n g t h , 
a f t e r about four m o u t h s of defeats and reverses, 
t h e p a l l o f g loom w h i c h has shrouded the w a r i n 
S o u t h A f r i c a has Ik-en l i f t e d . To-day t h e n a t i o n 
has t h e first r e a l l y sa t i s fac tory news w h i c h has 
reached i t since the v i c t o r y o f E l a n d Laag te i n t he 
l a t t e r h a l f of October . So l o n g is i t since w e 
w e have bad t o acc la im subs tan t i a l success t h a t 
n o w the note o f t r i u m p h seems s t r ange ly un­
f a m i l i a r . Y e t t he re can t h i s t i m e be no 
d o u b t t h a t t he B r i t i s h A r m y has achieved 

- s o m e t h i n g upon w h i c h w e m a y l e g i t i m a t e l y 
c o n g r a t u l a t e b o t h i t a n d ourselves. 
I n t h i s hou r o f success we hope tha t there w i l l l ie 
n o remiss ion , bu t r a t h e r increase, o f effort t.» pro­
v i d e a la rge an i l well-organ isc<l reserve a t home 
u p o n w h i c h L o r d Rober t s m a y d r a w f i r men , 
shou ld more Ik' r e q u i r e d . I t is most sa t i s fac tory 
t o see t h a t at last t he Reserve Fleet is t o lie-
assembled, and not Ik-fore i t was '_imc. T h i s is a 
measure for w h i c h w e have ea rnes t ly pleaded ; 
L o r d Rosel icry ' s speech may have been the deter­
m i n i n g cause. I n t h a t ease he d i d not speak i n 
v a i n , and the n a t i o n m a y w e l l be g r a t e f u l t o h i m 
f o r his b o l d a m i s t renuous effort t o s t i m u l a t e the 
G o v e r n m e n t to t he d o i n g o f i t s d u t y . 

T h e Montiutj }[• ralft makes t h i s c o m m e n t : F o r 
ourselves t h e lesson o f t he b r i l l i a n t movements o f 
t h e past few days is t h a t Ik-fore a l l else m o b i l i t y is 
essent ial t o success. Of t h e lessons of t he w a r as 
a w h o l e people w i l l not be i n c l i n e d to t h i n k too 
deep ly to -day , hu t i t must Ik- unders tood t h a t a f te r 
t h e h o l i d a y comes t h e r e t a i n t o s t udy . The 
G o v e r n m e n t cannot depend upon complacent sup­
p o r t i n a l l wea thers f rom i t s o w n p a r t y organs. 
T h e n a t i o n demands v igorous a c t i o n , and v igorous 
a c t i o n i t w i l l have. 

T h e Morin}ia ueagUr says : T o L o r d Rober ts and 
Gene ra l F r e n c h belongs t h e c r e d i t o f h a v i n g demon­
s t r a t e d t h e resul ts t h a t can he achieved b y 
sc ient i f ic s t r a t egy hacked b y adequate n u m e r i c a l 
force. T h e v i c t o r y is not less b u t g rea te r lieeause 
i t a t t a i n s i t s end w i t h o u t p a v i n g a t e r r i b l e p r i ce . 
Perhaps i t is too e a r l y t o speak w i t h confidence as 
t o t h e precise significance o f t h e success t h a t has 
l ieen a t t a i n e d . W e sha l l indeed neglect 
t h e lesson of p rev ious a n i l b i t t e r exper ience 
i f w e show a n y undue haste t o m a g n i f y 
t h e im | )o r tanee o f a v i c t o r y a t a g i v e n 
p o i n t . B u t if. as seems p r e t t y c e r t a i n , t he Boor 
W e e s on the W e s t have Ik-en dispersed and are i n 
flight, a l o n g s tep has been t a k e n t o w a r d s t h e 
a t t a i n m e n t of the first object o f t he campaign 
n a m e l y , t he expu l s ion o f t he enemy f r o m the t e r r i ­
t o r y of our colonies. Those o f us w h o . f r o m the 
first have regarded the Mar as avoidable and there­
fore un jus t mus t ea rnes t ly hope t h a t t h i " goal w i l l 
l i e speedi ly reached. 

T h e Daily QrajJut has the f o l l o w i n g : T h e r e l i e f 
o f K i m l k i l e v is a fact w h i c h means the comple te 
b r e a k d o w n of t he Boers on the W e s t e r n f r o n t i e r , 
a n d no o t h e r i n t e r p r e t a t i o n can be p laced u p o n i t . 
T h a t a l l is n o w p l a i n sa i l i ng before L o r d Robe r t s 
w e d o no t p r e t e n d . The re is good reason t o fear 
t h a t h i s success is not as comple te as cou ld be 
•wished, for Gene ra l C i o n j e ' s a i m y is s t i l l a force 
" i n b e i n g , " and u n t i l i t is crushed, o r at a n y 
r a t e the d i r e c t i o n o f i t s r e t r e a t ascer ta ined, o u r 
anx ie t i e s are not a l t o g e t h e r at a n end . W h e r e v e r 
i t i s , however , it cannot cause us v e r y serious t re ­
p i d a t i o n . S m a l l and w e a k i n compar ison w i t h 
G e n e r a l Roberta's sp l end id a r m y , hampered , t oo , 
b y t h e b i g guns i t is d r a g g i n g a w a y f r o m Magers ­
f o n t e i n , i t s resistance, w h e n once i t is f o u n d , can­

n o t be f o r m i d a b l e . 

poured 
u p o n t h e m i n r a p i d succession. General F r e n c h 
again con t i nued his m a r c h , a d v a n c i n g r a p i d l y , 

j T i e movemen t a p p a r e n t l y nonplussed the 
j enemy, a n d as soon as t he d r i f t s bad been occupied 
! the d i v i s i o n , w h i c h had meanwh i l e lieen s t r e n g t h ­

ened, pushed f o r w a r d t o w a r d s K i m b e r l e y . H e r e 
i t was found t h a t t h e beleaguer ing Boers had 
deserted t h e i r p o s i t i o n at Alexande i ' s fon te in , t h u s 
a l l o w i n g the ga r r i son 
themselves, so t h a t at any m o m e n t our entrance 
i n t o K i m b e r l e y is n o w possible. I t is imposs ib le 
t o do adequate j u s t i ce e i t he r t o the concep t ion o f 
L o r d Roberts ' s movemen t , or t o t he ma imer i n 
w h i c h i t has beeen executed . I t is s t i l l too e a r l y 
to g ive f u l l de ta i l s , b u t t he a r m y has responded 
magn i f i c en t l y t o the s t r a i n w h i c h was necessari ly 
p u t u p o n i t . W h e n the p u b l i c k n o w a l l t he 
de ta i l s t h e y w i l l be p r o u d of t he a r m y a n d of i t s 
commander . " 

A subsequent d i s p a t c h f r o m the same place 
says : " Y e s t e r d a y a sma l l c a v a l r y p a t r o l en te red 
Jacobsdal , w h i c h t h e y found f u l l o f w o u n d e d , 
i n c l u d i n g several of ours f r o m Rensburg . T h e 
Biters sent back a p a t r o l and occupied the t o w n i n 
smal l force. A series of s l i g h t sk i rmishes ensued. 
To-day a b a t t e r y of a r t i l l e r y she l led the env i rons 
a n d d rove out t he Boors. Jacobsdal is n o w i n o u r 
possession. E a r l y i n the m o r n i n g a convoy of 200 

F R E N C H ' S V I C T O R I O U S M A R C H . 

C R O N J E C O K N E R H D . 

T i l e f o l l o w i n g a d d i t i o n a l d i s p a t c h has l ieen re­
ce ived f rom L o r d R o b e r t s : " Jacobsda l ' , Feb. 17, 
5*50 a . m . — K e l l y - K e n n y ' s Br igade c a p t u r e d yester­
d a y 78 waggons l aden w i t h stdres, t w o waggons 
w i t h M a u s e r r i f les , e i g h t boxes f u l l o f shells , 10 
bar re l s explosives , and la rge q u a n t i t y o f s tores—al l 
be long ing t o Cronje 's laag«r, w h i c h was s t i l l be ing 
shel led b y our a r t i l l e r y w h e n L o r d K i t c h e n e r d i s ­
pa t ched the messenger." 

H o w A B O U T T H A T C O N V O Y ? 

A d i s p a t c h f r o m Jacobsdal of F e b r u a r y 16 s ays : 
" G e n e r a l F r e n c h en te red K i m b e r l e y yes te rday . 
T h e Boers have cap tu red a large convoy on R i o t 
R i v e r . Genera l Cronje , w i t h 10,000 men , is i n f u l l 
r e t r ea t t o w a r d s B l o e m f o n t e i n , pursued b y Genera l 
K e l l y - K e n n y . " 

O C C U P A T I O N O F M A O K K S F O N T E I N . 

I t is r e p o r t e d f rom Jacobsdj i l u n d e r da te o f 
F e b r u a r y 17 : " G e n e r a l K e l l y - K e n n y has n o w cap­
t u r e d over 100 waggons. He has been . r e in fo rced 
b y the H i g h l a n d Br igade . T h e G u a r d s ' B r i g a d e is 
encamped o n t h e enemy's fo rmer p o s i t i o n a t 
Mager s fon te in . Genera l F rench has l e f t K i m b e r l e y 
t o co-operate i n t he p u r s u i t . " 

I t is r epo r t ed t h a t on Feb rua ry 17 the Gua rds ' 
B r i g a d e , unde r Genera l Pole C i i r e w , advanced t o 
Mage r s fon t e in and found the t renches deserted. 
T h e y occupied the kopjes and : f o u n d the p o s i t i o n 
most f o r m i d a b l y f o r t i f i e d , the re be ing rows of grea t 
t renches t h r o u g h w h i c h large bodies o f men m i g h t 
m a r c h under cover, a n d t i e r s o f w i r e fences h u n g 
w i t h t i n s so t h a t t he slightest^ t o u c h m i g h t w a r n 
t h e m of the approach of t he dnemy. T h e kopje-
was l e f t i n t he greatest d i sorder . T h e Boers had 
a p p a r e n t l y l e f t i n a grea t h u r r y , as d i n n e r was 
found p repa red a n d untouched!. Cases o f t i n n e d 
f r u i t and food , new k h a k i c lothes , .boots, some 
sma l l a m m u n i t i o n , a n d a h a n d f u l o f rifles were 
f o u n d b y the B r i t i s h on the kop je . T h e k o p j e i 
shows the effect of B r i t i s h s l ic l ls . G r e a t holes i. 
were found , and the w h o l e place has been peppered 
a n d covered w i t h sp l i n t e r ed rock . I n places o n I 
our w a y the ef f luvia were ve ry bad, be ing due t o 
dead horses and to the b u r i e d dead. 

C K O N J E A T B 4 Y . 

O w i n g to t h e fatigue, of his ' oxen (says a state- ! 
m e n t f r o m Jacobsdal) Cronje Was 'obl iged t o ou t - ' 
span and f o r m a laager w i t h h i s u n c a p t u r e d 
waggons. W h e n the r e p o r t was d i spa tched a t a 
q u a r t e r t o . 7 t h i s even ing (Feb. 16) o u r a r t i l l e r y 
was v igo rous ly she l l i ng Cronje 's laager. 

H I G H L A N D E R S J O I N I N T H E C H A S E . 

T h e H i g h l a n d Br igade las t n i g h t (says a d i s p a t c h ! 
of Feb. 17) made a forced m a r c h f r o m here, a n d 
a r r i v i n g to -day a t General K e l l y - K e n n y ' s head-
quar te r s , j o i n e d i n the p u r s u i t . Genera l F r e n c h 
l e f t . K i m b e r l e y , m o v i n g r a p i d l y i n o rde r t o com- j 
p le te t he i n t e r r u p t i o n o f t h e Boere w h o are i n f u l l 
retreat. H e is ha r rass ing t h e m t e r r i b l y . A c c o r d - I 
i n g t o D u t c h repor t s received here (Jacobsdal) • 
Genera l F r e n c h t w i c e charged home t h r o u g h : 

t he r e t r e a t i n g Boers t o t h e no r th -wes t of K i m - : 

b e r l e y . " 
" W E L L D O N E , C . L V , " . . . | 

O n the receipt a t t he L o u d o n J I a n s i o n House o f i 
L o r d Rober t ' s cable announc ing t h e engagement a t I 
Jacobsdal , i n w h i c h the C i t y of L o n d o n I m p e r i a l 1 

V o l u n t e e r s t o o k such an i m p o r t a n t p a r t , t he L o r d j 
M a y o r p r o m p t l y t e legraphed t o Cojonel Cho i - ! 

m o n d c l e y a t J a c o b s d a l : — " W e l l done, C i t y I m - ' 
pe r i a l s . " A cable rece ived b y U i o L o r d M a y o r | 
f r o m Cape T o w n on Sunday s ta ted t h a t t h e C i t y | 
I m p e r i a l m o u n t e d men d rove the Boers o u t of '. 
Jacobsdal . and f u r t h e r announces t h a t a Strom 

A m b u l a n c e t r a i n s con t inue t o a r r i v e here f r o m t h e 
f r o n t b r i n g i n g d o w n w o u n d e d officers and men . 
A l l have been c o m f o r t a b l y b e r t h e d on boa rd t h e 
va r ious hosp i t a l ships, o f w h i c h the re are n o w fou r 
i l l p o r t . T h e Boers appear t o be nervous a n d u n ­
c e r t a i n , a n d t h e y have s t ayed t h e i r advance. 

F ' rom Fre re C a m p comes t h e f o l l o w i n g , d a t e d 
F e b r u a r y 17 : " I t is conf i rmed t h a t t h e Boers are 
f a l l i n g back. Several o f t h e i r laagers have been 
abandoned. Genera} B u l l e r has r e s t a r t ed a heavy 
cannonade, b u t w i t h o u t e l i c i t i n g a r e p l y . A n o t h e r 
cross ing o f t h e T u g e l a can, i t is be l ieved , n o w be 
made w i t h v e r y l i t t l e cost. A f o r w a r d move 
i m m e d i a t e l y is be l ieved c e r t a i n . " 

U n d e r da te o f F e b r u a r y 18 t h e f o l l o w i n g comes 
f r o m Chieve ley C a m p : " A force o f c a v a l r y u n d e r 
L o r d D u n d o n a l d set o u t fo r H u s s a r H i l l . T h e 
enemy s t a r t e d t o creep u p the dongas, b u t Colone l 
T h o r n e y c r o f l p r e v e n t e d t h e m . T h e h i l l was 
occupied i m m e d i a t e l y b y our force. T h e Boers 
we re h e a v i l y en t r enched on H l a n g w a n e and M o n t e 
C h r i s t o H i l l s . A h o w i t z e r b a t t e r y p r e v e n t e d 
re inforcements f rom r each ing H l a n g w a n e H i l l . " 

A T T E M P T T O B L O W U P A R A I L W A Y . 

F r o m P a a r l comes t h i s s t a t e m e n t : " T w o 
charges of d y n a m i t e were found o n the l i n e 
be tween Paa r l a n d L a d y g r e y las t n i g h t b y an 
engine d r i v e r . One exp loded b u t d i d no damage ." 

T H E M I L I T I A V O L U N T E E R S . 

T H E N E W A R K E L E C T I O N . 

T h e figures r e l a t i n g t o the p o l l i n g i n t h e N e w a r k 
D i v i s i o n , w h e r e a vacancy o c c u r r e d t h r o u g h t h e 
succession o f t h e l a t e member ( V i s c o u n t N e w a r k ) 
t o t h e peerage as E a r l M a n v e r s , was m a k e k n o w n 
on S a t u r d a y m o r n i n g . T h e candida tes we re S i r 
Char les W e l b y (C.) a n d M r . H . Y . Stanger , Q .C . 
( R . ) , a n d t h e v o t i n g was announced t o have r e s u l t e d 
as f o l l o w s : — 

W e l b y (C. ) 5,162 
Stanger ( R . ) . . . . „ . . . 2 ,871 

M a j o r i t y 2,291 

A t t h e N e w a r k T o w n H a l l , w h e r e t h e r e su l t 
was announced, t he re was a l a rge c r o w d ou t s ide , 
b u t e v e r y t h i n g was o r d e r l y . S i r Char les W e l b y 
propose t h e usual v o t e o f t h a n k s t o t h e Sheriff , and 
t h a n k e d M r . S ta i iger fo r t he cour tesy and con­
s ide ra t i on he had received f r o m h i m . M r . Stanger , 
i n seconding t h e vo te , said S i r Char les W e l b y , 
a l t h o u g h p o l i t i c a l l y his opponen t , he was g l a d t o 
speak of as his f r i e n d . 

A t t h e las t contes ted e lec t ion i n t h e d i v i s i o n 
(1885) t h e Conse rva t ive m a j o r i t y was 1,754. 

D E C R E A S E O F C R I M E . 

A L L E G A T I O N S O F C O E R C I O N . 

M r . I * . O ' B r i e n p u t a ques t ion i n t h e House of 
Commons as t o w h e t h e r M i l i t i a r eg iments w h i c h 
came t o E n g l a n d were asked to v o l u n t e e r for t h e 
f r o n t , and w h e t h e r t h e y m i g h t be asked w h e t h e r 
t h e y were free agents o r n o t . 

Colonel Saunderson asked w h e t h e r t he member 
for Kilkenny was r epo r t ed t o have advised I r i s h 
soldiers i n A f r i c a t o shoot t h e i r E n g l i s h comrades 
and j o i n t he Boers— ( l o u d cries o f d i ssent )—and, i f 
so— 

T h e Speaker : Order , o rde r . 
M r . W y n d h a m assured M r . O ' B r i e n t h a t it 

w o u l d be q u i t e c o n t r a r y t o m i l i t a r y d i s c i p l i n e to 
a l l o w any hon. member t o ask his cons t i t uen t s i n 
t he M i l i t i a t he quest ions suggested. 

A n l i on , member s ta ted t h a t he had h i m s e l f re­
ceived a l e t t e r f rom fr iends o f M i l i t i a m e n s ay ing 

i t h e y had been coerced. 
M r . W v n d h a m : W e have no i n f o r m a t i o n t o t h a t 

; effect. 
i M r . P. O ' B r i e n : I beg t o g ive no t ice t h a t i f t he 
I K i l k e n n y M i l i t i a come i n t o t h i s c o u n t r y 
I , T h e Speake r : Order, o rder . T h i s is n o t t h e 
I t i m e fo r g i v i n g no t ice . 

M r . P . O'Brien asked M r . W y n d h a m t o s ta te 
the c i rcumstances under whliph the Colone l o f t he 
3rd R o y a l M u n s t c r Fus i l i e r s ( M i l i t i a ) , n o w 
s t a t ioned a t Dover , en rou t e fo r South A f r i c a , had 
been asked i f t h e y were w i l l i n g to vo lun tee r for t he 
f r o n t . 

M r . W y n d h a m : 1 cannot d i s t i n g u i s h be tween 
t h i s ques t ion and the p rev ious one (hear, hear) . 
The re is no i n f o r m a t i o n a t the W a r Office. S t r i c t 
orders have been g i v e n t h a t no pressure is t o be 
exercised, and the Secre tary o f S ta te is no t dis­
posed t o in te r fe re w i t h t he c o m m a n d i n g officers 
w h o , i n his o p i n i o n , are d o i n g t h e i r d u t y ( M i n i s ­
t e r i a l cheers). 

M r . P . O ' B r i e n : I s it no t a fact t h e hon . 
gen t l eman sent a l e t t e r t o mc f r o m his d e p a r t m e n t 
a s k i n g me t o postpone t h e ques t ion i n order t h a t 
he m i g h t make i nqu i r i e s , a n d t h a t he persona l ly 
s t a ted t o me ( loud cries of " O r d e r " ) . 

M r . W y n d h a m : I a m Hot aware of t he fact t h a t 
I p romised i n q u i r y i n t o t h i s ma t t e r . I f I d id , it 
has escaped m y m e m o r y . I t m i g h t have been done 
b y someone on m y b e h a l f b u t I had n o t h i n g o f 
t h e k i n d i n m y m i n d (hear, hear) . H a d i t been 
so, I shou ld no t have g i v e n t h e answers I have 
( M i n i s t e r i a l cheers). 

M r . P . O ' B r i e n : A m I t o unde r s t and t h a t t h o u g h 
I go t a l e t t e r f r o m y o u r d e p a r t m e n t - - ( the Speaker : 
" O r d e r , o r d e r " ) — y o u k n o w n o t h i n g abou t i t ? 
(cries of " O r d e r " ) . 

T h e Speaker : I m u s t ask, the hon . member when 
I rise to t e l l h i m t h a t he is o u t of o rde r t o resume 
his seat (cheers). 

T h e L i v e r p o o l Assizes c o n s t i t u t e a lmos t a record 
as r ega rd t h e n u m b e r o f pr i soners fo r t i i a i , t he re 
be ing o n l y 36 on the calendar, , o r l i t t l e more t h a n 
o n e - t h i r d o f t he average. Several o f t h e prisoners, 
too , are f r o m ou t s ide d i s t r i c t s . T h i s is i n t e r e s t i n g 
i n v i e w of t he e x p e r i m e n t a l r e d u c t i o n o f a h u n d r e d 
men i n t h e c i t y po l ice force during the past yea r . 
M r . Ju s t i ce G r a n t h a m sa i i l he had found a l i g h t 
calendar i n o t h e r assize d i s t r i c t s , a n d he a t t r i b u t e d 
t h i s p a r t l y t o t h e w a r , w h i c h had w i t h d r a w n a 
large n u m b e r o f men w h o were o n l y casual ly em­
p l o y e d , l e a v i n g p l e n t y o f w o r k for those a t home. 

F I E L D AND GARDEN. 

H O R R I B L E F R E N C H C R I M E . 

W O M A N B U K N E U T O D E A T H B Y H E R H U S B A N D . 

A b r u t a l m u r d e r occu r red a t t h e v i l l a g e o f St . 
P a u l (F"ranee) b y w h i c h an o l d w o m a n of 78 years 
was b u r n e d t o d e a t h b y her husband , a m a n named 
B e r n a r d Casse, a n d aged 81 years . Casse, w h o is 
a m a n of excessive t empe r b u t o t h e r w i s e sane, 
b o u n d h is w i f e hand t o foo t , sa tu ra ted her c lothes 
w i t h paraff in , a n d set fire t o her. Some ne igh­
bours rescued her a n i l e x t i n g u i s h e d t h e flames, b u t 
she d i e d soon af ter . Casse had t o lie t i e d d o w n t o 
the floor before the ne ighbours cou ld a t t e n d t o t h e 
w i f e . 

R E C T O R D I E S F R O M A H O R S E 
K I C K . 

T h e R e v . W i l l i a m M c M a n u s , M . A . , R e c t o r o f 
B r o u g h t o n , near K e t t e r i n g , d i e d the o t h e r m o r n ­
i n g f rom ^ in t e rna l in ju r i e s i n f l i c t ed b y a k i c k i n g 
horse. T h e deceased gen t l eman . Mho was v e r y 
p o p u l a r i n t he d i s t r i c t , was f o r m e r l y R e c t o r o f 
Somerby , near O a k h a m , f i e was a devo ted sup­
p o r t e r o f t he C h u r c h M i s s i o n a r y Society . H e was 
55 years of age a n d leaves a w i d o w a n d three-
c h i l d r e n . " ' , 

D E A T H O F A N O T E D C A T T L E 

B R E E D E R . 

T h e dea th is announced o f M r . James Bruce , o f 
I n v e r q u h o m e r y , one o f t he b e s t - k n o w n S h o r t h o r n 
breeders i n Scot land . Deceased succeeded t o t h e 
estate on the d e a t h o f his uncle , w h o bequeathed 
over £40,000 a m o n g the poor i n t h e P r e s b y t e r y o f 
Deer. M r . B r u c e t o o k n o p a r t i n p u b l i c a f f a i r s ; 
he devoted most o f h i s t i m e t o the r e a r i n g o f h i s 
h e r d o f Shor tho rns , w h i c h fo r years i n succession 
scored s ignal v i c to r i e s a t Sm' i thhe ld and else­
where . , 

D E S T R O Y E R S I N C O L L I S I O N . 

sect ion of t he C i t y Reg imen t , w i t h t h e i r comman-
oceupy i t a n d en t r ench d a n t , Colone l M a e k i n n o n , was t o leave Cape T o w n 

' for t he f r o n t on Tuesday , accompanied b y M r . 
N e w t o n , hon . sec. o f t h e C . l . V . i n S o u t h A f r i c a , 
and M r . W a t s o n , a member of i^ the E q u i p m e n t 
C o m m i t t e e . 

F R E N C H A N D K E K E W I O T P R O M O T E D , 

T h e Queen has app roved o f t3he p r o m o t i o n o f 

D U K E O F W E S T M I N S T E R S W I L L . 

T h e w h o l e o f t h e estate of H u g h L u p u s , first 
D u k e o f W e s t m i n s t e r , K . G . , L o r d L i e u t e n a n t of 
t h e C o u n t y of Chester, w h o d i e d on December 22 
las t , aged 74 years , a t St . Gi les ' House , C ran -
bourne , has been en te red a t £594,229 I s . T h e D u k e 
has bequeathed t o the trustees of t he N a t i o n a l 
G a l l e r y his " Calais G a t e " p i c t u r e b y H o g a r t h . 

, T h e l a t e D u k e o f W e s t m i n s t e r o f ten said t h a t t he 
Colonel (and loca l L i e u t . - G e n e r a ^ F r e n c h t o be ' r epor t s w h i c h were c u r r e n t w i t h respect t o t h e 
M a j o r - G e n e r a l , and o f L ieu t . -Co lc^ i e l K e k c w i c h t o • a m o u n t o f his income were g r e a t l y exaggera ted , a n d 
be Colone l , for services i n connect ion w i t h t h e w h e n he sa id , a f te r t h e passing of t he Finance A c t , 

1894, t h a t t h e Grosvenor Es ta te w o u l d p r o b a b l y be 
assessed fo r d u t y a t a b o u t £14,000,000 he d i d n o t 
of course mean t h a t his o w n l i f e i n t e res t i n t he 
estate was of a n y t h i n g l i k e t h a t va lue . H e ap­
pears t o have had , i n fact , a t h i s o w n d i s p o s i t i o n 
n o t m u c h more t h a n about £1,200,000. T h e per­
sonal estate o f t he l a te D u k e o f N o r t h u m b e r l a n d 
was va lued a t £50,950, a n d t h a t of t he l a t e D u k e 
of Beau fo r t a t £8,687. 

defence and re l i e f of K i m b e r l e y . 

F I G H T I N G A T D O R D R E C H T . 
B A Y O N E T C H A R G E A T N I G H T . 

F r o m S t e r k s t r o o m C a m p come* t h e f o l l o w i n g 
under da t e o f Feb. 17 : " Yes te rday m o r n i n g t h e 
Co lon ia l D i v i s i o n o f t h i s C o l u m n , j i n d e r t h e com- ' 
m a n d of B r i g a d i e r - G e n e r a l B r a b a n t , advanced 
upon D o r d r e c h t . Our men m e t tBe enemy a b o u t 

w*ggons was a t t a c k e d on R i e t R i v e r b y a large t h r e e m i \ e s w e s t 0 f t h e t o r t * T h e y 
force of Boers f r o m Colesberg w i t h t e n guns, w h i c h 
shel led the convoy v i g o r o u s l y , d o i n g some damage; 
bu t news has j u s t been rece ived t h a t i t is hoped t o 
bttjng the w h o l e convoy i n t o camp i m m e d i a t e l y the 
B^ers have been d r i v e n a w a y f r o m t h e d r i f t . 
S t rong re inforcements are n o w be ing d i spa tched 
f rom here, i n c l u d i n g a r t i l l e r y . Genera l French 's 
d i v i s i o n has seized th ree d r i f t s on the M o d d e r . 
A t t he t h i r d d r i f t t h e Boers were f a i r l y s t r o n g l y 
en t renched , b u t Genera l F rench bombarded t h e m 
and d r o v e t h e m ou t . To-day he moved r a p i d l y 
towards K i m b e r l e y . T h e Boers have l e f t A l e x ­
anders fon te in , w h i c h is n o w occupied b y the 
ga r r i son . L o r d Rober t s is i n exce l l en t h e a l t h a n d 
sp i r i t s . R a p i d m a r c h i n g a n d t h e unavo idab le 
hardships of the advance appear t o agree w i t l i t he 
w h o l e a r m y , w h i c h is i n sp lend id s p i r i t s , a n d is 
g r e a t l y cheered a n d encouraged b y the presence 
and leadership of the commander - in -ch ie f . " 

C . l . V . I N A C T I O N . 

T h e L o r d M a y o r of L o n d o n ha* received t h e 
f o l l o w i n g t e l eg ram f rom L o r d Robe r t s , d a t e d 
Jacobsdal , F r i d a y K i t h Feb . , 1.15 p . m . : " T h e 
C i t y of L o n d o n I m p e r i a l V o l u n t e e r s came u n d e r 
file for first t i m e yes te rday under Co lone l 
Cho lmonde ley at Jacobsdal a n d behaved mos t 
g | l a n t l y . " ^ 

Q U E E N A N D T H E A E W S . 

T h e official t e l egram a n n o u n c i n g t h e r e l i e f o f 
K i m b e r l e y was received b y t h e Queen a t Osborne. 
T $ e we lcome news spread v e r y q u i c k l y t h r o u g h 
thfe Palace, and was received on a l l hands w i t h t h e 
u tp io s t en thus iasm a n d thankfu lness . 

R E U E I ' T I O N O F T H E N E W S I N L O N D O N . 

T h e r e were few people a t the W a r Office w h e n 
t i i c announcement was made. T h e r e were en thus i ­
astic .scenes as t he copies o f L o r d Rober ts ' s d i s p a t c h 
were read out to the c o n t i n u a l l y increas ing c r o w d 
of F cal lers . E v e r y o n e connected w i t h t h e W a r 
Office appeared t o share i n the general sa t i s fac t ion . 
T h e news, t h o u g h pub l i shed a t an e a r l y hour , 
created u n w o n t e d exc i t emen t i n t h e W e s t - e n d 
c lhbs . T h e u t m o s t sa t i s fac t ion was expressed. 
T h e welcome t i d i n g s we re pos ted outs ide t h e 
>Kins ion House , a n d a large c r o w d w h i c h ga the red 
l o u d l y cheered. T h e L o r d M a y o r expressed g rea t 
sa t i s fac t ion , a n d said i t was the l i e g i n n i n g o f t h e 
end . T h e news was rece ived a t t h e S tock 
Eichange '*about s ix m i n u t e s past 10 o 'c lock , and 
was a t once posted u p . W h e n t h e n a t u r e of t h e 
news was mastered the few members w h o were 
present raised a rous ing cheer, a n d flew o u t o f t h e 
M a i d i n g t o t h e i r respect ive offices. 

A i s i ngu la r scene was wi tnessed a t L i v e r p o o l 
Assizes. D u r i n g the hea r ing o f a case o f a l l eged 
a t t e m p t e d m u r d e r . M r . Jus t i ce G r a n t h a m t u r n e d 
t o i h e j u r y a n d said t h e y w o u l d be pleased t o hear 
of the re l i e f of K i m b e r l e y . T h e j u r y app l auded 
t l i e announcement v i g o r o u s l y , a n d w h e n t h e f u l l 
mean ing o f his l o rdsh ip ' s w o r d s were unde r s tood 
t h r o u g h o u t t he c o u r t there was l o u d chee r ing f r o m 
a l f i n o a t t e m p t be ing made t o suppress the demon­
s t r a t i o n . t a y o u 

R F . N S B U R G A B A N D O N E D . 
B R I T I S H R E T I R E T O A R U N D E L . 

T h e W a r Office has issued t h e f o l l o w i n g d is ­
p a t c h f r o m L o r d R o b e r t s : 

en t renched u p o n a l i n e of h i l l s ^amt opened fire as 
w e advanced. T h e Colonia ls t o o k u p a p o s i t i o n 
u p o n a l i n e of h i l l s r u n n i n g p a r a l l e l t o t he enemy's 
r idge , and d i s t a n t abou t 1,400 y a r d s . Ri f le f i re 
was m a i n t a i n e d f r o m these r e l a t i v e pos i t ions t h e 
en t i r e d a y , b u t w i t h o u t m u c h resu l t . I t was 
imposs ib le t o sh i f t t he enemy w i t h r i f le f i re . A t 
s u n d o w n t h e firing ceased o n b o t h sides. T h e n 
Genera l B r a b a n t dec ided u p o n a n i g h t a t t a c k . 
T h e r e was t o be no firing. W h e n the n i g h t 
haxl w e l l advanced the Colonia ls set o u t . 
T h e y reached t h e Boer l ines w i t h o u t mis­
hap , a n d t h e n rushed i n w i t h t h e bayone t . 
Such o f t h e enemy w h o escaped t h e first 
ons laugh t fled w i t h o u t o t t e r ing ,much resistance. 
T h e y fled t o t he Boer m a i n laager, a s t r o n g p o s i t i o n 
on t h e rugged h i l l s t o t h e n o r t h - w e s t o f t h e t o w n . 
W e n o w h o l d the enemy's p o s i t i o n . O u r losses i n 
the fight are e igh t men k i l l e d and seven wounded . 
D u r i n g the fight o f F r i d a y C e n t r a l B r a b a n t sent 
Colone l D a l g e t y t o B i r d ' s R i v e r i C a m p a sk ing the 
co-operat ion of t h e Cape M o u n t e d Rifles. T h e 
t roopers w h e n t h e y came t o us roido r i g h t t h r o u g h 
t h e t o w n of D o r d r e c h t w i t h o u t j a n y in te r fe rence 
f r o m the enemy. I t was no t , however , deemed ex­
ped i en t t h e n t o occupy the t o w n . T h e Boers have 
a good K r u p p g u n i n p o s i t i o n a t t h e i r m a i n laager. 
T h e o n l y guns we n o w have i n camp-here- are t w o 
I m p o u n d e r s . " I \i -

T w o O F F I C E R K I L L E D . 

F r o m B i r d ' s R i v e r C a m p i t i s said t h a t t h e 
B r i t i s h loss was 16, i n c l u d i n g e i g h t k i l l e d , among 
t h e l a t t e r be ing C a p t a i n C r e l l a n a n d L i e u t e n a n t 
Chand le r . Jt 

R E C O N N A I S S A N C E F R O M A R U N D E L . 

L i e u t e n a n t - C o l o n e l Page-Hemferson w i t h four 
field guns a n d a detachment,.^ o f I n n i s k i l l i n g 
Dragoons a n d A u s t r a l i a n s , r econno i t r ed t o w a r d s 
K u l f o n t e i n t o t he wes t o f R e n s b u r g to -day (says 
an A r u n d e l d i s p a t c h o f Feb. 17). H e f o u n d t h e 
enemy o c c u p y i n g the h i l l s t o t he south-west o f 
K u l f o n t e i n i n force a n d also h o l d i n g V a a l K o p . 
T h o u g h t h e Boers opened a t s j r r ib le fire f r o m 
t w o V i c k e r s - M a x i m s the B r i t i s h Returned w i t h o u t 
loss. o 

B O E R S A D V A N C E O N M « / T E N O . 

T h e Boers commenced an advance u p o n our 
pos i t ions a t M o l t e n o t h i s morning$(8tates a S t e r k ­
s t r o o m t e l eg ram of Feb. 17). T h a y h a f l s o m e guns 
w i t h t h e m , a n d opened fire uppn o u r p i cke t s . 
Some pa r t i e s of t h e enemy, comi j ig nearer, sent a 
n u m b e r o f r i f l e shots i n t o t h e t o w i . 

W I L T S U I R E S C U T O F F . 

A Times t e l eg r am f r o m A r u n d e l states t h a t t w o 
companies o f t he W i l t s h i r e R e g i m e n t o n ou tpos t 
d u t y f a i l e d t o j o i n t h e force before r e t i r e m e n t , a n d , 
t h e i r absence n o t b e i n g no t i ced ; o n parade , we re 
e v e n t u a l l y c u t off. A p o r t i o n I have a r r i v e d a t 
A r u n d e l , b u t some u n d o u b t e d l y have been cap­
t u r e d b y t h e enemy. 

B O E R S R E T R E A T I N G F R O M N A T A L . 
G E N E R A L B U L L E R A D O P T S O F F E N S I V E T A C T I C S . 

I t is c u r r e n t l y r u m o u r e d here • (sa3Ts a s t a t emen t 
f r o m D u r b a n o f F e b r u a r y 1 7 ) t h a t Genera l B u l l e r ' s 
forces have reoccupied V a a l K r a n t j j t h e Boers 
h a v i n g r e t r ea t ed i n t h e d i r e c t i o n o f t l fe F ree State . 

T h e Devon po r t to rpedo-des t royer f l o t i l l a r e t u r n e d 
f r o m a cruise i n t he Channe l on Sa tu rday , and re­
p o r t e d a n u m b e r o f serious col l is ions. I n F a l m o u t h 
ou te r ha rbour , d u r i n g a heavy gale on F r i d a y n i g h t , 
t h e F a i r y d ragged her anchor and fouled the L o c u s t 
a n d t h e Osprey. T o a v o i d the F a i r y the B a t , Seal, 
Pan the r , and Thrashe r steamed a w a y , b u t i n so 
d o i n g t h e F a i r y was r u n i n t o b y the B a t . Sub-
L i e u t e n a n t Pa lmer , o f t he Seal, caugh t his a n k l e 
i n t h e cable w h i l e t he anchor was be ing we ighed , 
and was u n i n f u r e d . T h e F a i r y h a i l a B e r t h o u 
boa t a n d w h a l e r smashed l i eyond repa i r . H e r 
s t e rn is b a d l y c r i p p l e d and l e a k y , her p o r t b o w is 
k n o c k e d i n , a n d her prope l le rs are b r o k e n . T h e 
b o w o f t h e L o c u s t is damaged a n d her s t e rn b a d l y 
t w i s t e d , w i t h several pla tes a n d frames c r i p p l e d . 
T h e Ba t ' s s t a rboard g u a r d is smashed off, a n d her 
fore c o m p a r t m e n t a n d w a r d r o o m are t a k i n g i n 
w a t e r , t h e p la tes i n her b o w be ing s t a r t ed . T h e 
Osprey los t a f ew fittings. O n e o f t he F a i r y ' s 
c r e w j u m p e d o n board the B a t d u r i n g the c o l l i s i o n , 
f ea r ing h is o w n vessel was s i n k i n g . T h e B a t , 
L o c u s t , a n d F a i r y w i l l have t o be d o c k e d fo r 
repai rs . 

W E D D I N G O F T H E E A R L 
C H E S T E R F I E L D . 

O F 

I n sp i te o f t he abominable weather , t he w e d d i n g 
of t he K a r l of Ches ter f ie ld and Miss E n i d W i l s o n , 
d a u g h t e r o f M r . Charles H e n r y W i l s o n , M . P . , o f 
W a r t e r P r i o r y , Y o r k , was b r i l l i a n t and p ic turesque . 
St . M a r k ' s C h u r c h , N o r t h A u d l e y - s t r e e t , w h e r e 
the ceremony took place, was b e a u t i f u l l y decora ted 
w i t h pa lms a n d w h i t e flowers, and the cho ra l p a r t 
of t he service was finely rendered . T h e of f i c ia t ing 
c l e rgy were the Dean of H e r e f o r d , t h e A r c h d e a c o n 
of H e r e f o r d (uncle o f t he b r i d e g r o o m ) , a n d the 
V i c a r of St . M a r k ' s ( the Rev. B . H a d d e n ) . L o r d 
H e r b e r t V a n e Tempes t was best man . T h e b r i d e , 
w h o was g i v e n a w a y b y her fa ther , wore a soft 
g o w n of w h i t e crepe de Ch ine , de l i ca t e ly embro i ­
dered i n s i l ve r a n d d r aped w i t h cost p o i n t d ' A l e n -
con, a n d w i t h a C o u r t t r a i n o f w h i t e sa t in bordered 
w i t h e rmine and o r n a m e n t e d w i t h branches o f 
l i l i e s , w r o u g h t i n s i lver . T h e lace v e i l was a r r anged 
w i t h a c lus te r o f orange blossoms, and ins tead 
o f t he usual bouquet , Miss W i l s o n h e l d i n her 
h a n d a loose b u n c h of t he same flowers, g r o w n 
i n her o w n home for t he occasion. T h e o n l y orna­
m e n t was a s t r i n g o f pearls r o u n d the neck. T h e 
t r a i n was ca r r i ed b y V i s c o u n t E d n a m (aged s ix ) 
a n d L o r d W e n d o v e r (not y e t five), w h o w o r e r e d 
D i r e c t o i r e coats w i t h w h i t e s a t i n su i t s , t he wa i s t ­
coats r i c h l y embro ide red , a n d the b r i d e presented 
t h e m w i t h tu rquo i se scarfpins. T h e br idesmaids 
were M i s s G l a d y s W i l s o n (sister o f the b r i d e ) , M i s s 
M u r i e l W i l s o n (he rcous in ) , L a d y M a r y W i l l o u g h b y , 
L a d y A l d r a Acheson, L a d y M a r j o r i o C a r r i n g t o n , 
Miss B a l f o u r , M i s s Paget , and Miss Daphne B o u r k e 
(aged fou r ) , w h o was t ra in-hearer , i n a w h i t e sa t in 
f rock t r i m m e d w i t h sable, and a q u a i n t l i t t l e w h i t e 
s a t i n D u t c h bonnet . T h e b r i d e gave her a t u r ­
quoise b rooch . T h e e lder b r idesmaids were i n 
w h i t e s a t i n gowns , u n d e r ch i f fon , a n d r e d c l o t h 
D i r e c t o i r e coats, w i t h three-corner b l ack hats , 
r e l i eved b y a l o n g w h i t e o s t r i c h p l u m e a t t h e side, 
fastened w i t h a l a rge paste buck le . T h e b r ide ­
groom's g i f t s t o t h e br idesmaids we re " g r a n n i e " 
sable m ufis. A m o n g those present were the Duchess of 
M o n t r o s e a n d L a d y H e r m i o n e G r a h a m , the Duchess 
of B u c k i n g h a m , t h e Duchess o f Somerset, t he E a r l o f 
Rosebery, E a r l C a r r i n g t o n , M r . a n d M r s . A r t h u r 
W i l s o n , M r . a n d M r s . S t an l ey W i l s o n , t h e 
Dowage r Countess o f Ches te r f ie ld , t h e Dowage r 
March ioness o f D o w n s h i r e , M r . A s q u i t h , M . P . , 
a n d M r s . A s q u i t h , S i r W i l l i a m a n d L a d y H a r -
eour t , a n d Viscountess H o o d . A f t e r a r ecep t ion 
h e l d b y M r s . Charles W i l s o n a t 41, Grosvenor-
square, L o r d a n d L a d y Chester f ie ld l e f t for W o o d ­
lands, B u c k i n g h a m s h i r e , t h e seat o f V i s c o u n t 
Curzon , t h e b r i d e w e a r i n g a pale b lue s i l k g o w n , 
t r i m m e d w i t h lace, a w h i t e c l o t h coat, a n d a 
pastel-blue f e l t ha t w i t h o s t r i c h p lumes . A m o n g 
t h e numerous and cos t ly presents were a handsome 
embossed s i lve r c igar and c igare t te -box , l i n e d w i t h 
cedar, w i t h a l e t t e r o f c o n g r a t u l a t i o n , f r o m the 
P r i n c e o f W a l e s , a s i l ve r tobacco-box f r o m t h e 
D u k e o f F i f e , a set o f o l d C h i n a cups, i n cases, 
f r o m Princess H e n r y o f Pless, a r u b y a n d d i a m o n d 
b rooch f r o m P r i n c e a n d Princess A l e x i s D o l g o u -
r o u k i , a n d m a n y presenta t ions f r o m the t enan ts 
a n d employes of b o t h f ami l i e s . 

L O R D G . H A M I L T O N A N D T H E 
W A R . 

I T S L E S S O N S . 

L o r d George H a m i l t o n , M . P . , speak ing a t t he 
C h i s w i c k Conserva t ive C l u b the o t h e r n i g h t , said 
as a member of t h e Government he c o u l d no t 
praise too h i g h l y t h e se l f - res t ra in t , f o r t i t u d e , a n d 
p a t r i o t i s m w h i c h were be ing d i s p l a y e d b y t h e pub ­
l i c . T h e Reserve sys tem, w h i c h i n v o l v e d t h e ca l l ­
i n g of grea t masses of men f r o m i n d u s t r i a l occupa­
t i o n s t o the f r o n t , h a d enormous ly increased t h e 
i n t e r e s t w h i c h t h e grea t b o d y of t h e people t o o k 
i n t h e w a r . T h e ac t i on o f t h e G o v e r n m e n t i n 
r e f r a i n i n g f r o m a s k i n g for a v e r y la rge vo te o f 
c r e d i t d u r i n g t h e progress o f nego t i a t ions w h i c h 
preceded t h e w a r , was due t o t h e fac t t h a t i t 
w o u l d assuredly have s p l i t t he o p i n i o n o f t h e 
c o u n t r y f r o m end t o c u d , a n d t h e y were in t ense ly 
a w a r e t h a t w i t h o u t a u n i t e d n a t i o n a n d a u n i t e d 
emp i r e t h e y c o u l d n o t have b r o u g h t t h e w a r , w h e n 
i t came, t o a successful conclus ion . I f t h e y 
w a n t e d t o conceive the d i f f i cu l t i e s w h i c h t h e cam­
pa ign h a d presented, l e t t h e m suppose t h a t an 
e x p e d i t i o n f r o m Cape T o w n h a d t o be sent t o d is ­
e m b a r k a t A n t w e r p a n d m a k e i t s w a y 
t o W a r s a w , a n d t h a t w h e n i t h a d been 
l a n d e d t i was a f t e r w a r d s f o u n d necessary t o 
sh i f t t he base o f opera t ions t o L i s b o n . T h i s 
w o u l d represent t he respect ive dis tances o f E n g ­
l a n d , Cape T o w n , P r e t o r i a , a n d D u r b a n . One 
lesson of t he w a r was t h a t a V o l u n t e e r force a b l e 
t o use w i t h in te l l igence l o n g range rif les a n d cannon 
c o u l d , i n a f o r t i f i e d p o s i t i o n , h o l d t h e i r o w n agains t 
a n y t roops . T h e mean ing of t h a t was t h a t i f t h e 
V o l u n t e e r s we re p r o p e r l y re-organised a success­
f u l i nvas ion o f E n g l a n d w o u l d be a n i m p o s s i b i l i t y . 
A g a i n , i t m e a n t t h a t i f a p rope r use we re made o f 
t h e m o u n t a i n f r o n t i e r o f I n d i a , t he b igger t h e 
hos t i l e a r m y t h a t g o t w i t h i n those m o u n t a i n s t h e 
l a rge r w o u l d be t h e g r a v e y a r d t h a t t h e y w o u l d 
make there . I n r ega rd t o A r m y R e f o r m , he hoped 
t h a t none of t h e m w h o were in t e res t ed i n t h e 
m a t t e r w o u l d l e t t h e i r i n t e r e s t s l ide w h e n the w a r 
was over . T h e courage and p h y s i c a l a t t r i b u t e s 
of ou r officers a n d r a n k a n d file were unden iab le , 
b u t w i t h o u t a t h o r o u g h t r a i n i n g i n scient i f ic wa r ­
fare c o m b i n e d w i t h t h e m i t was possible t h a t those 
p h y s i c a l a t t r i b u t e s and t h a t courage m i g h t be 
t r i e d t oo h i g h l y , a n d ove r s t r a ined . 

A N e w Y o r k t e l eg r am announces the d e a t h o f 
M r . H o w e , t he B r i t i s h V ice -Consu l a t Pensacola, 
F l o r i d a . 

T h e a n n u a l r e t u r n s o f t h e cross-Channel 
passenger t raf f ic v i a Calais a n d B o u l o g n e have 
j u s t been issued, and show t h a t d u r i n g t h e past 
year 261,671 t r a v e l l e d b y Calais , a n d 167,537 b y 
Bou logne . 

L o r d N o r t h c o t e , t h e n e w G o v e r n o r o f B o m b a y , 
l a n d e d a t B o m b a y t h e o t h e r morning- , u n d e r t h e 
usua l salutes. The r e c e p t i o n accorded t o his 
E x c e l l e n c y was o f t he hea r t i e s t charac ter . 

F u r t h e r awards , a m o u n t i n g t o £4,150, were 
made agains t t he London and S o u t h - W e s t e r n R a i l ­
way in respect o f losses i n c u r r e d by t h e S t e l l a 
disaster. 

I M P R O V I N G E G G S . — E v e n w i t h the absolutely 
f reeh la id egg, farmers and poultry-keepers have 
yet to take some steps to improve them. E v e r y 
housekeeper admits that the s z s , for example, of 
our fresh eggs w i l l s tand improving. Poor-looking 
as the grocers' eggs are, many of our dairies, a n d 
even those which are supplied frem home farms, 
oan show nothing better, the only difference—and 
that is considerable—being i n price. W e have 
improved our poultry, but not our eggs. A t shows 
are classes for a l l kinds of table poultry, b u t , 
strange to say, no classes are provided for the 
exhibition of eggs. I t is essential that supplies be 
regalar and that the egg- be absolutely fresh. 
T h e n they must be forwarded in sufficient bulk to 
meet the reqai iements of traders, to whom smal l 
lots are a positive nuieance, involving heavy car­
riage and much trouble, to whicb he very 
natural ly and r ight ly objects. T o meet this 
requirement, combination, either by private enter­
prise or by co-operation, w i l l , we think, be neces­
sary. A t the present time poultry and eggs, 
which u»ed to be counted rather out of season a t 
certain times of the year , are regular articles of 
diet at a l l times. W h e n the fact is established 
that supplies of absolutely fresh-laid eggs can be 
obtained dur ing the winter months, there can be 
l itt le doubt the consumption of them w i l l be i n ­
creased, and our dependence therefore on imported 
eggs decreased. 

F A R M H O R S E S . — F a r m horses are often grossly 
neglected in the matter of shoeing. T o e idea 
seems firmly fixed that the bust smith is he whose 
shoes wi l l remain on longest without reweariog 
eut or earning off, and as the smith makes i t his 
business to please his customer, and is s h r e w d 
enough t o know that his r iva l a t the other end of 
the village would t ry to do eo if he did not, he 
puts on an enormous weigh., o f iron, or " s t e e l s " 
the thot'j to make them last, and goes in for h igh 
nailing to keep them on. T h i s ruins the feet, 
causes lameness, and is generally the very reverse 
of economical. E v e n if they are not worn out, i t 
is desirable for the well-being of the feet to have 
shoes removed at least once in six weeks. There 
are many conditions of labour on the farm where 
the horses whose ieet are sound, and nave been 
properly treated, might w i t h advantage t o them-
tehee, and profit to the owner, work without 
any shoes a t a l l during a considerable portion of 
the year. 

C A T T L E . — D i s h o r n i n g of mature cattle inflicts 
considerable pain , and apparently the only w a y 
of miniminising i t to any appreciable extent is by 
the employment of an ana-sthetic. I t is quite 
impossible to accurately guage the amount of pa in 
felt by an a n i m a l ; many consider the sensibil ity 
to pain less acute in the brute than in man. T h e 
weight of evidence is c learly on the side of those 
who declare the pain considerable. There is a n 
instrument in the shape of a powerful pair of 
shear.:, and this has been employed in A m e r i c a 
and in Scot land. T h e y can, however, only 
be used for t ipping and half-horning, 
and the former is no more effective 
than " knobbing," whi le the removal of half the 
horn is as painful as taking i t off close to the s k u l l , 
and what is left is, as a weapon of defence, aa 
dangerous as the whole horn, or even more so. 
Shears cannot be easily and quickly used for 
animals w i t h fully-developed horns w i t h large 
bases. Perhaps the most humane method is the 
use of a smal l , narrow-bladed tenon saw, set in a 
frame, such as butchers and surgeons emply. T h e 
usual plan is to secure the animal , saw off the 
horns, and turn i t adrift without further treatment, 
neither antiseptic nor s typt ic being used. T h e 
bleeding does not amount to much ; in fact, some 
consider i t beneficial. A n y case in w h i c h i t 
appeared to be real ly dangerous or excoessive 
could be met by searing w i t h a hot iron, or apply­
ing a lump of tow and some powdered a lum, nut-
galls, tannic ac id , t incture of perchloride of iron, 
or other astringent or s typt ic . 

O A T S . — T h e cost of oat cult ivation is high when 
is charged 15s. per acre for ploughing 30 acres of 
l ight land for oats. I f the owner has horses, he 
would do a couple of acres or plough one acre 

1 twice for this sum. B u t if he has to h ire , 10s. 
: would be a fair price for one ploughing. Foe 

dri l l ing and harrowing twice , 2i. per acre for the 
first and 3s. for the harrowing, or 5s. for the com-

| plete operation per acre, would be a good price. 
T h u s £ 7 10s. for the 30 acres should be enough to 
leave a sufficient profit to the lender of the teams, 
who ought to make a good thing of it. O n the 
l ight soil two horses would probably do the 
dri l l ing and one good horse and harrowing, 
according to the size and weight of he 
machines. F a r m e r s who do not own their horses 
and machines often have to pay far too much for 
hiring these useful aids to farm w o r k . T h e lender 
often charges more than the cost of first-rate teams 
and implements, and sends a pair of old horses. 

T H I D E S T R U C T I O N or B A T S . — P o i s o n ought to 
be the last resource—first, because no one knows 
the end of i t when i t is la id about, and, secondly, 
because the rats are apt to get back to their boles, 
and, dy ing there, cause an intolerable, s tench, 
which sometimes necessitates pull ing the place 
to pieces in order to get r id of it. T h e r e is 
nothing l ike a good oat to keep down rats , but 
cats must not be employed in conjunction w i t h 
poison. T r a p s , if properly baited, w i thout hand­
l ing, are very useful. F e r r e t i n g might be tr ied 
in the haunts outside, and in the runs under the 
cowshed and stable. W h e r e poison is used, the 
baits should be first la id wi thout poison for a 
night or two, or advantage taken of the l ik ings ( 
of these rodents for certa in scents. A n example 
i*;—0.1 of rhodium, 1 d r a c h m ; oil of aniseed, 
^ drachm ; t incture of asafee .ids, £oz. Powdered 
cantharides steeped in brandy is also an attraction 

F O K C I N G S T R A W B E R R I E S . — I n selecting the plants 
for forcing, those w i t h single firm crowns should 
be chosen, leaving a l l the weakest for later use. 
T h e pots containing the s trawberry plants are 
plunged—about one inoh apart—to their r ims i n 
the bed of leaves, and these latter made firm a l l 
around them. I f the frame is not artif icial ly 
heated, i t is advisable to throw mats over i t dur ing 
cold nights ; this simple precaution often keeps 
the temperature 5 deg. higher than i t otherwise 
would be. B u t l i t t le air need be admitted to a cold 
frame, except on very bright days ; the thermometer 
may be safely al lowed to reach 70 deg. before 
opening the l ights a t a lb Of course, if the frame 
contains hot water pipes this temperature w i l l be 
reached earl ier in the d a y , necessitating an admit­
tance of a ir sooner. Frequent ing syringing is most 
beneficial to the plants , as i t renders the atmos­
phere congenial to growth, and also tends to 
prevent the appearance of red spider—a most 
troublesome pest. Close the frame early in the after­
noon (syringing the plants at the same t ime) , so as 
to husband a l l the sun-heat possible. I f these condi­
tions are maintained for two or three weeks signs 
of start ing w i l l soon be apparent amongst the 
plants, and given good weather they make 
rapid progress. U n t i l growing freely but l i t t le 
water »ill be needed at the roots ; the pots not 
being exposed either to the d r y i n g influences of 
the sun or s i r , the soil na tura l ly does not become 
dry qu ick ly . 

H E P A T I C A S . — F o r the common hepatica Anemone 
bepatica is the proper name, but the prefix is apt 
to be dropped, for the stiff, a iry s ta lks suggest 
one's usual idea, of an anemone as l itt le as does the 
evergreen heart-shaped foliage. Anemone hepatioa 
or Hepat ica tri loba is the sort most often seen, v a r y ­
ing in co lour; a lba being pure glistening whi te , 
w i t h bri l l iant red anthers ; rubra , , a w a r m pink ; 
and c c r u l e a , a r ich almost metal l ic blue, w h i c h , 
l ike rubra , may be had in a double as we l l 
as single form. Some of the varieties also 
have marbled and mottled foliage, while the 
colourings v a r y a good deal , ranging from blue 
to l i lac, and from pale pink to deep rose. T h e y 
shonld be planted in a sunny position in good gar­
den soil and left alone, for though a few flowers 
peeping out from a rockery are daint i ly pret ty , 
they are entirely eclipsed by the effect of a large 
clump in ful l bloom in the sun. W h e n i t is 
necessary to divide them i t should be done in 
autumn after buds are pruned, and if they are 
disturbed after flowering they w i l l most l ike ly 
die of summer droughts. Rocker ies su i t thine,as 
we l l as borders, reminding them of their nat ive 
mountains. 

HEATH] 
FRAU VOJ 

Oil 

A n appeal has been lodged against the decision 
of Chance l lo r T r i s t r a m i n the Br ighton R i t u a l 


