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OURRENT OFINION. |

THE RELIEF OF KIMBERLEY.

The Daily Chronicle writes: Lord Roberts has
-won the first tactical victory for the British arms
since the war began, This means, we hope, that a

jod has been put to * unhappy entanglements,”

and that the main army is at last in a position to
make the Boers feel both its numbers and its
strategy. Once launched on his enterprise General
anuﬁ has lost not a moment.  His forced march
in the terrible heat of Tuesday was the inspiration
of the born cavalry leader. The Boers must have
understood in a general way what might happen,
but 'I.ht‘}' do not appear to have reckoned tully
with the vigour amd dash of their antagomst,
By carrying off his main body north of Kimberley,
Cronje seems to have extricated himself just in
time from an extremely awkward situation.  Lord
Raoberts must bo disappointed that the Boer com-
mander did not stand the test of a pitched hattle,
but the conditions were not sufficiently inviting
from Cronje’s point of view. If, for the moment,
he has t‘-ﬂ‘i‘l\t‘il altogether, he iy have ]n‘r.'llhil:j_'.
time while Lord Robests i engaged upon the
necessary task of dealing with the needs of the
large civil population at Kimberley. The relief of
the town after 20 prolonged a seige is no child's
play for the administrator who may have to pro-
vide for the transit of many of the inhabitants to
the south.

The Daily Telegraph says: It is a splendid and
happy first fruit of the strategy of our Field-
Marshal. Geniuz  will assert itself, and the
marks of true !Ili!it.ﬂ"\' ;;Uuiu.- are evident alike in
t-!ll’? |'.lll|l'l"|ltill|| il‘l\l !‘\l'l".l[.ll}ll ul :hl‘ new ]ﬂ-lll“
which are alveady altering the face of the campaign.

. « Inaword the outlook is better and brighter
all the warfare, aml we shall
BOON 'ln--__:m 1o how n-.[!].l.' strong
England is, and how little cause there ever was
to be doubtful about the issue of the conflict.
The time is not  for  distant  when we
shall look back wupon the wonderful things
which have heen }lnm' by the country, the
Government, the Generals, and  the soldiers,
and shall have the

uver Ecene  of

Ferme ey

d envy of the whole
world for the qualities dis) wed in the war.

THE WAR.

RELIEF OF KIMBERLEY.
GENERAL FRENCH'S BRILLIANT MARCH.
Fricur or tie ESemy.

Op Friday morning the War Office published the
following important official dispatch from Lord
Roherts announcing the relief of Kimberley :
“Jacolsdal, Feb, 16 (2 a.m.).—French, with
horse artillery, cavalry, and mounted infantry,
reached Kimberley this evening (Thursday).”
Nothing further was forthcoming until the
evening, when the subjoined additional dispatches
from Lord Roberts were issued in quick succes-
sSion: .

o Madder River, Feb, 16.—The Sixth Division
left Waterval Drifv early yesterday morping, and
marched here,® going on same evening to Rondeval
Drift, to hold the crossing of the Modder River
andd leave French free to act.  Shortly, after
ﬂrl'h‘il'l; here* the Mounted [I:I'<::t1.l'.\' visited
Jacobsdal, and found it full of wy amd
children, with four of our wounded men "ﬁm:_; well,
On the way back the Mounted Infantry were
attacked—nine men wounded, Licutenant-Colonel
Henry, Major Hatehell, and 10 men missing.  The
Lwo officers wore :-I.iil‘-l'lllil']l'll_\' IHI.I.II.-{ at »Lu-n'h.-‘d;l!.
slightly wounded. The Cavalry Division is moving
in a northern direction, and has appacently already
reduced the pressure on Kimberley, as Kekewich
sigmals that the enemy has abandoned Alexanders-
fontein, and that he has occupied it.  French has
advanced as far as Abonsdam, with rli._:lll. Toss, and
is pushing on, the posts in his rear beng held by
Mounted Infantry,  Clements having heen pressed
by large numbers has retived on Arundel to cover
Naguwpoort. I have heard from Baden-Powell at
Mifcking, through Plumer, that on January 25
enemy shelled the convent, used ax o convalescent
hospital, with ®-pounder guns.  Lady Sarah
Wilzon was slightly wounded.  Enemy next day
deliberately shelled women's laager with siege guns.
No casunlties.”  *This probably refers to some
place other than Modder River Station, on the hine
of Lond Roberts’s advance,

¢ Modder River, February 16.—Clements having
been hard pressed by large numbers has retired on
Arundel to cover Naauwpoort.”

DEATH OF COLONEL EAGER.

It is reported from Sterkstroom ythat Colonel
Eager, of the Royal Irish Rifles, whawas wounded
at Stormberg (and whose release hag been prom-
ised by President Steyn) died &t Purghersdorp.
The Boers bronght the 'mn]}' to withfp o few miles
of Molteno, whence it was comveypd by British
troops to Sterkstroom.  The remaingwere interred
with full military honours, all hianches of the ser-
vice being rt‘]'I'L‘m.‘nlml. amd the ctremony was most
impressive.

FRENCH'S VICTORIOUS MARCH.
Croxse CORNERED.

The following additional dispatch has been re-
ceived from Lord Roberts: “Jdcobsdal, Febh. 17,
5.30 a.m.—Kelly-Kenny's Brigade captured yester-
day 78 waggons laden with stdres, two waggons
with Mauser rifles, eight hoxed full of shells, 10
harrels explosives, and large quantity of stores—all
belonging to Cronje’s laaggr, which was still heing
shelled by our artillery when Lopd Kitchener dis-
patched the messenger.”

How Apovr Tuar Coxvaoy?

A dispatch from Jacobsdal of February 16 says:
“(General French entered Kimberley yesterday.
The Boers have captured a large eonvoy on Riet
River. General Cronje, with 10,000 men, is in full
retreat towards Bloemfontein, pursued by General
Kelly-Kenny.”

OccrraTiox oF MAGERSFONTEIN.

It is reported from Jacobsdal
February 17 : “General Kelly-Kinny has now ecap-
wured over 100 wagegons. He has been reinforeed
by the Highlamd Brigade.  The Gvards' Brigade is
encamped on the enemys fdrmer position at
Magersfontein, General French has left Kimberley
to co-operate in the pursuit,”

It is reported that on Felbruary 17 the Guards'
Brigade, under General Pole Carew, advanced to

o dacobsdal, Feliruary 16— Following telegram
received this morning trom French @ * Have oim-
pletely dispersed  cnemy from

With ample strength—and a iple stre h must
and will he given to him—Lond ts will
carry this sccomd part of the Lt its
natural  and military melusion,
Meantime, can we thank amd appinmd too much
those splendid soldiers who, oo the various fields
of the war, have so faithfully doue their I‘n.?‘\‘ and
turmed disaster into glory ¥ ol
of the leaders amd ol
themselves, and at whose valour even their
marvel ? 1, as we hels and hope, the relief of
Ki“lll'l']l"\' wnd the Mght of Cronje In 3
fontein are the beginnivyg of the victorion
happy end, then we shall sce what bleszinga come
forth from l'\J‘I, and how a nation like ours cmerges
stronger, safer, nobler, und more united from g
stern ordeal like the present.

The Duily News remarks ; The relicf
ley is in itself an important result.
ant we can best realisa

can

BCCERSATY
Can we be too

Mazers.

How i!l;[lul L-
by considering wlat would
have been said and thought if Kimberley had
fallen. The capture of the Diamond City by the
Boers, especially if Mr, Rhodes had been
the prisoners, would have been a cause of great re-
'{ﬁ{'i!l; among the enemy amd 1o their I-wizhers,
Nor would the gnin have he merely ntmental,
The encmy would have become master of o fresh
source of wealth,and themoral eflectof their victory
throughout South Africa wo wie been very gr ]
From these consequences Lor wherts hassaved ns,
For this relief, then, the warmest thanks of the
Empire are due to Lord Roberts and wo General
French, who has so ably carried ont the task
iluﬂiglll.'ll to him. The fuestion remuins whether
the relief of Kimberley will be followed by the
defeat of the enemy in the ficld, by the dispersal
of his army as an effective force, by the capture of
his guns ? This is quite a different matter, and we
have few data for |‘nrnn’u5 any g wod opinion on the
probabilities of the case.

¥ «The Standard ohserves : 8o swift amd striking «
change has sclilom been recorded in the annal [
warfare. The rapidity of Lord Roberts's tas
as remarkable as thei The histu
whole campaign sectas coowded nto e
week. The g agony of the be
town There is no more f ar for the
Diamond Mines, no more alarm for the life of Mr

mong

is over,

Rhodes, no more diet of horse-flesh, no more terror

of Boer shells. From Alesandersfontein to Olifants-
fontein the b s melted away before
of French's chargers, and the ground | v covered
by the investing lines is now guarded by our
vedettes. The Boer laacer, the depot of stores,
and their supply of ammunition are in our hands,

It was evidently a sawee gui pent, and it is not yet |

over ; for l.r'[i) Roberts te raphs that General
French, unrest ing amed indefa il e, was -.e-.n‘_:"nE
the country northward in pursuit of the flying
enemy. No wonder Kimberley feels * cheerful
and well.” So do Loml Roberts's countrvmen at
home—more cheerful than they have been for some
WUCKS past.

The f):lr'r';,r Ml has the followinge : At lrll;_flh.
after about four months of def
the pall of gloom which has shn
South Africa has been lifted. To day the nation
has the first really satisfactory news which has
reached it since the victory of Eland Laaste in the
latter half of October, S0 loeg iz it =i
we have hal to acelaim subs
now the note of triumph scems
familiar. Yet there ean  thi
doubt that the British Army
gomething upon which we may
congratulate both it and ourselves,

In this hour of success we hope that ther

no remission, but rather f ofhi

vide a large and well-orsanised reserve

upon which Lord Roberts may draw

should more he uwiree. It is most satisfacto
to sce that at the Reserve Fleet i
assembled, and not before it was time.
measure for which we have earnes

Lord Rosebery's speech may |

mining cause.  In that ea » did not spe
vain, and the nation may well be grateful to him
for his bold and strenmounz effort to stimulate the
Government to the doing of its dutv,

The Morwing Hevald makes this comment :
ourselves the lesson of the hrillinnt wmover b
the past few days is that before all el=e mobility is
essential to snecess, Of the lessons
a whole people will not be incling
deeply to-day, but it must be underst at after
the holiday comes the return to study.  The
Government cannot depend upon complacent sup-

et in all weathers from its own party o s
"he nation demands vigorons action, aml v
action it will have. )

The Morniug Leuder says 1 To Lowd Boberts and
General French belongs the eredit of
strated the resultz that can he
scientific strategy backed by adequate numerical
force. The victory is not less but greater beeause
it attains its end without paving a terrible pri
Perhaps it 15 too carly to speak with confidence a
to the precise significance of the suceess that has
heen attained. We shall.  indeed
the lesson of |il'l'\'i--\:- amd  bitter exXperience
if we show any undue  haste to ::l.t'_'llif_\.
the imr;rt:mu-l- of a wvictory at n given
point. But if, as seems pretty certain, the Boer
forees on the West have been ¢ i-»[»r-r ed and are in
fli<rht, a long step has been taken towanls the
attainment of the first object of the campaign
namely, the expul=ion of the ecnemy from the terri-
tory of our colonies. Those of us who, from the
first have reganded the war as avoidable and there-
fore unjust must earnestly hope that thi= goal will
be speedily reached.

The Daily tiraphic has the following : The relief
of Kimberley is a fact which means the complete
breakdown of the Boers on the Western frontier,
and no other interpretation can be placed upon it.
That all is now plain =ailing before Lond Roberts
we do not ;rw-lrnll. There s gomd reason to fear
that his success is not ns complete as could be
wished, for General Cromje’s army is still a force
“in being,” and until it is crushed, or at any
rate the direction of s retreat ascertained, our
anxieties are not altogether at an enal.  Wherever
it is, however, it cannot canse us Very serious tre-
pidation. Small and weak in comparison with
General Roberts's splendid army, hampered, too,
by the big guns it is dragging away fron Magers-
fontein, its resistance, when once it is found, can-

aot be formidable,

iIH'] reverses,
ledd the war in

inerease, of effin

i
last

LK 1

of the war as
to think too
1th

1gorous

having demon-
i ]iil'\'lvi h_\'

:n';__'!l-rl

s who have nevor spared |

foga |

amd the '

[ Kimber- |

l" | enemy, and as zoon as the drifts had

sguered |

the hoofs |

ol sjurits,
: | haerdships of the advance appear o agree with the

|.\i.1II1H'I.‘|"_\' from Alexanderafontein to 'J]i]a!:.l:!l-'v
Ffontein, mid pow (o their eround.
Have eaptured en 1y's langer and store 1]|‘||-'ul ol

li Following

sup)
] ranks

ngj Ly e upwy

es, amd supplies of ammunition.
| cosualties  reported : About 200 of adl
wounded.  Kimberley cheerful amd well.”™™”

“ Jacolsdal, Febroary 16, 1900, —I have good
rengon for belief that the Magersfontein trenches
wve been abandoned, and  that the Boers are
endeavouring to escape, French is scouring the
country to the north “of Killﬂn-l'll-_\', One of
| Kenny's brigades of infantey is in pursuit of a
very large Loer convoy moving wwards Bloem-
| funtein.”

s Jacobsdal, Febroary 16 (7.49  p.m. . —Much
gratiticd on arvival here to find admirable hospital

arrungements made by German ambulance, under |

Dis, hacttner aod  Hildebsamd, who, with their
staflf, have shown the catest kindness to our
wounded, as they have to Boer wounded.,  Some
_|.[' our wounded have been here sinee l‘\.‘('l.'ll'l.hl.‘t'.
aml some were brought in vestenday. 1 have
inspected the hospital and am  much  gratified
with what I have seen.  There are two otlicers and
| about 33 of our woundal hore”
THE ADWisoE
A dispateh from Jaeobsdal of Fo
the following information : wents during the
last three days have followed each other quekly.
General Roberts’s foree has been put to o severe
fest, .'||u! 'I:'.l\ ;!I\.n\\'l'l'mi _-.:d”-l]r‘ I_\'. Hr.n‘_\‘ nml'--lu
mg has bheen the order of the l|.L}'. The groat heat
has been succeeded by rain and cold winds.  To-
flay we holid Jucobsdal, The Boers early in the
nln‘nrnin-__: oceupied the town, but our artillery soon
cleared them out.  The enemy, in onder to eseape,
Lwere obliged to pass over a ridge where they
atforded a splendid mark for our guns, which
poured a shower of accurately-directed shrapnel
upen them in rapid succession. General French
again continued  his march, advancing rapidly.
The movement apparently flliTI‘\ll]*h(‘d the
wen occupied
{ the division, which had meanwhile heen strength-
el [m-:h|>|| forward tow s Kimberloy., Here
it ,was fouwmd that the Hering had
| deserted their position at Alexandersiontein, thus
allowing the garrison to ocoupy it and entrench
| themselves, 50 that at any moment our entrance
into Kimberley is now possible. Tt is impossible
to do adeguate justiee cither to theé conception of
Lord Roberts’s movement, or to the manner in
which it has beeen exvented.

STORY 1)

ruary, 13 sives

magnificently to the stram which was needssarily
| put upon it.  When the public know all the
| details they will be proud of the army and of its
| commander.™

A subsequent dispatch from
LR
Javobsalal, which they found full of wounded,
ingluding several of ours from Rensburg. The

smiall force. A series of slight skirmishes ensued.
Tao-day a battery of artillery shelled the environs
aml drove out the Boers.  Jacobsdal is now in our
pussession.  Early in the morning a convoy of 200
waggons was attacked on Riet River by a large
| foree of Boers from Colesherg with ten guns, which
| shwelledd the convoy vigorously, doing some damage;
bt news has just been reeeived that it is hoped to
bidng the whole convoy into camp immediately the
j Boers have heen driven away from the drift.
Strong reinforcements are now being dispatched
from here, including artillery. ral French's
division has seized three drifts on the Modder.
At the third drift the Boers were fairly strongly
entrenched, but General French bombarded them
aml drove them out. To-day he moved rapidly
totwvanls Kilniu-l'll-_\'. The Boers have left Alex-
andersfontein, which is now oceupied h‘\- the
warrison.  Lord Roberts is in excellent health and
tapid marching and the unavoidable

Ger

whinle 1y, which is in splendid spirits, and is
goeatly vered aml encournged by the presence
ard leadership of the commander-m-chicf,”

C.LV. ¥ Actiox.

following telegram from  Lord  Raoberts,
Jacobsdal, Friday 16th Feb,, 1.15 pom. : **The
fire for first time under Colonel
Cholmondeley at
gdlantly.”

vesterday
Jacobadal and

AND THE NEWS,

The official telegram announcing the relief of
Kimberley was received by the Queen at Oshorne.
The welcome news spread very quickly through
thes Palace, and was received on all hands with the
udnost enthusiasm and thank fulness,

Recerriox or Tue News v Loxpox.

There were few people at the War Office when
thir announcement was made.  There were enthusi-
webic seenes as the copies of Lord Roberts's dispatch
were ‘.'lli out Lo tlll‘ ('IIIItillllEll]}' illl'rl.’-'l.ﬁi“g ‘?!‘de
of callers. Everyone connected with the War
Office appeared to share in the general satisfaction.
The vews, though published at an early hour,
ereated unwonted excitement in the West-end
clibs, The utmost satisfaction was expressed.
The welcome tidings were posted outside the
Mansion House, and a large crowd which gathered
lohdly cheered.  The Lord Mayor expressed great
sadisfaction, and said it was the beginning of the
eml. The news was reccived at the Stock
K¢ hange®about six minutes past 10 o'clock, and
was at once posted up. When the nature of the
news was mastered the few members who were
wesent raised a rousing cheer, and flew out of the
Llu'lllillg to their respective offices.

A singular scene was witnessed at Liverpool
Assizes.  During the hearing of a case of alleged
*““'"'["*"' murder, Mr. Justice Grantham turned
to'the jury and said they would be pleased to hear
of the relief of Kimberley. The jury applauded
the announcement vigorously, and when the full
meaning of his lordship’s words were understood
throughout the court there was loud cheering from
ally no attempt being made to suppress the -i’umon-

:,lguiuu.

RENSBURG ABANDONED.
Brimisit RETIRE T0 ARUNDEL.
Uhe War Office has issued the following dis-

QUEEN

southern side of |

It is still too early |
to ;::I'\'l- full details, but the army has I't'»}n'rluim].

the same place |
“ Yesterday a small cavalry patrol entered |

l%}vl'»‘ sent buek a patrol wnuld lnu‘:l;m-ll the town in |

The Lord Mayor of London ha® reccived tlu-l
dated |

Ciky of London Imperial Volunteers came under |

behaved most

Magersfontein and found the frenches des
They oceupied the kopjes and [ffound the po
most formidably fortified, there being rows of g
trenches throngh which Targe bodies of men might
march under cover, and tiors of wire fences hung
with tins so that the slightesg touch might warn
| them of the approach of the énemy.
| was left in the greatest disordér.  The Boers had
apparently left m a great hugry, as dinner was
found prepared and untoncheds  Cases of tinned
fruit amd fod, vew khaki elbthes, boots, some
:‘-'-Trl:‘“. nmmumton, '.IIIII i Ih'llidflll llf rili(':‘; wenre
found by the British on the kopje.
shows the effect of Dritish shells,  Great holes
were found, and the whole place has been peppered
and covered with splintered rock. In places on
our way the effluvia were very bad, being due to
III':lli ]III]':\-P'.‘\' .'lllll to ihi.‘ ]ll.n']l'll ill'ilil.

Croxse AT Bay, .

Owing to the fatigue of his oxen (says a state-
ment from Jacobsdal) Cronje was obliged to out-
span and form a laager with his uncaptured
waggons.  When the report fas dispatched at a
quarter to 7 this evening (Feb. 16) onr actillery
was vigorously shelling Cronje's langer.

Hicuranpers Jois 1y g CHASE.

The Highland Brigade last night (says a dizpatch
of Feb, 17) made a forced march from here, and
arriving to-day at General  Kelly-Kenny's head-
quarters, joined in the pursuit. General French
left. Kimberley, moving rapidly in order to com-
plete the interruption
retreat.  He is harrassing them terribly.  Accord-
ing to Dutch reports received here (Jacobsdal)
General French twice charged home through
the retreating Boers to the gporth-west of Kim-
IH'I'II"_\'.‘I

“WeL Doxg, C.LV,". .

On the receipt at the London Mansion House of
Lord Robert's cable anmouncing the engagement at
Jacobsdal, in which the City of London Tmperial

Volunteers took such an important part, the Lord |

Mayor promptly telegraphed td Caojonel Chol-
mondeley at Jacobsdal :—* Well done, City Im-
perialse.” A eable received by the Lord Mayor

from Cape Town on Sunday stated that the City |

Imperial mounted men drove the Boers out of
Jacobsdal, and further announce8 that a strong

section of the City Regiment, with their comman- |

dant, Colonel Mackinnon, was to leave Cape Town
for the front on Tuesday, :m:uﬁpanie:l by Mr.
Newton, hon. sec. of the C.LY. in South Africa,
and Mr. Watson, a member of ithe Equipment
Committee, ,?‘

Frexcit axp Kegewicn BroMoTED,

The Queen has approved of
Colonel (and local Licut.-Geners
Major-General, and of ]',iulll..-(fu].q'm] Kekewich to
be Colonel, for services in conngetion with the
defence and relief of Kimberley. ‘ﬁ

¢ promotion of

FIGHTING AT DORDRECHT.
BayoxET CHARGE AT NIGHT.

From Sterkstroom Camp comes the following
under date of Feb, 17: ¢ Ycﬁlvl’ﬁla_\' maorning the
Coloninl Division of this Column, gnder the com-
mand of Brigadier-General Brabant, advanced
upon Dordrecht. Our men met the enemy abopt
three miles west of the town. They were
entrenched upon a line of hillscand opened fire as
we advanced. The Colonials took up a position
upon 4 line of hills running parallel to the enemy’s
ridge, and distant about 1,400 yards. Rifle fire
was maintained from these relative positions the
entire day, but without much resylt. It was
impossible to shift the enemy with rifle fire. At
sundown the firing ceased on both sides. Then
General DBrabant decided upon a night attack.
There was to be no firing. When the night
had well advanced the Colonials set  out.
They reached the Boer lings without mis-
hap, and then rushed in with the bayonet.
Such of the enemy who eseaped the first
onslanght fled without offering gnuch  resistance.
They tled to the Boer main laager, astrong position
on the rogged hills to the north-west of the town.
We now hold the enemy's position. Our losses in

| the fight are cight men killed and seven wounded.

During the fight of Friday Gendral Brabant sent
Colonel Dalgety to Bird’s” River {Camp asking the
co-operation of the Cape BMounted Rifles. The
troopers when they came to us rode right through
the town of Dordrecht withoutjany interference
from the enemy, It was not, however, deemed ex-
pedient then to occupy the town. The Boers have
a good Krupp gun in position at their main langer.
The only guns we now have in camp-here are two
15-pounders.” ! o
Two Orricer KL,

From Bird's River Camp it is said that the
British loss was 16, including eight killed, among
the latter being Captain Crellan and Lieutenant
Chandler. 4

RECONNAISSANCE FROM ARUNDEL.

Licutenant-Colonel Page-Hendérson with four
ficld guns and a detachment, | of Inniskilling
Dragoons aml Australians, recofnoitred towards
Kulfontein to the west of Rensburg to-day (says
an Arundel dispatch of Feb. 17). e found the
enemy occupying the hills to the south-west of
Kulfontein n force and also holding Vaal Kop.
Though the Boers opened a rible fire from
two Vickers-Maxims the Dritish ':emmcd without
loss. :

Boers Avvaxce ox M@LTgxo,

The Boers commenced an ance upon our
positions at Molteno this morning{states a Sterk-
stroom telegram of Feh. 17). THgy hi#some guns
with them, and opened fire uppn our pickets.
Some parties of the enemy, comi nearer, sent a
number of rifle shots into the tow

Witsuires Cor Orr.

A Times telegram from Arundel states that two
companies of the Wiltshire Regiment on outpost
duty failed to join the force hofur: retirement, and,
their absence not being noticed on parade, were
eventunlly cut off. A pu[‘tion “have arrived at
Arundel, but some undoubtedly have been cap.
tured by the enemy.

BOERS RETREATING FROM NATAL.
GENERAL DuLLEr Aporrs Orressive Tactics.
It is currently rumoured here(says a statement

from Durban of February 17) thdt General Buller’s
forces have reoccupied Vaal Krantz, the Boers

patch from Lord Roberts; .

having retreated in the direction of tife Free State.

under date of |

Ambulance trains continue to arrive here from the
front bringing down wounded officers and men.
All have been comfortably berthed on board the
various hospital ships, of which there are now four
in port. The Boers appear to be nervous and un-
certain, and they have stayed their advance.

From Frere Camp comes the following, dated
February 17 : ** 1t is confirmed that the Boers are
fulling back. Several of their langers have been
abandoned. General Buller has restarted a heavy
cannonade, but without eliciting a reply. Another
‘vrossing of the Tugela can, it is believed, now be
made with very little cost. A forward move
wmmediately is believed certain,”

Under date of February 18 the following comes
frem Chieveley Camp @ ** A foree of cavalry under
Lord Dundonald set out for Hussar Hill. The

iy cnemy started to creep up the l]nu_-,;u::. it Colonel

Thorneycroft prevented them, The hill was
ocenpied immediately by our force. The Boers
woerse ]Il‘-'l\'i]\' l'“l!'l']ll'-]l(‘f] on II]:ITI_L_{\\'JII’H’ r'l”ll )[f)lﬂl‘
Christo Hills, A howitzer battery prevented
reinforcements from reaching Hlangwane Hill.”

ATTEMPT TO BLOW
From TPaarl comes this statement: *“Two
charges of dynamite were found on the line
between Paarl and Ladygrey last night by an
engine driver. One exploded Tt did vo damage.”

UP A RAILWAY.

THE MILITIA VOLUNTEERS.

AnLrGaTions oF UOERCION,

Mr. P. O'Brien put a question in the House of
Commons as to whether Militia regiments which
ycame to England were asked to volunteer for the
front, and whether they might be asked whether
lhl-_\' were lree agenls or not.

Colonel Saunderson asked whether the member
for Kilkenny was reported to have advised Irish
soldiers in Afriea to shoot their English comrades
and join the Boers— (loud cries of dissent)—and, if
| B0

The Speaker : Order, order.,

']‘ill' ki F'pjl" i

The kopje |

[ the Boers who are in full |

French to be |

Mr. Wyndham assured Mr. Brien that it
would he quite contrary to military discipline to
allow any hon. member to ask his constituents in
| the Militia the gquestions .-11-_'gn-.~lr-:|.
| An hon. member stated that he had himself re-
{eeived a letter from friends of Militiamen saying
they had been coerced,

Mr. Wyndham : We have no information to that
effect.

Mr. P. O'Brien : I beg to give notice that if the
Kilkenny Militia come into this conntry——

‘ The .\'|u~. sor s Order, order. This is not the
time for giving notice.

Mr. P. (FBrien asked Mr. Wyndham to state
the circumstances under which the Colonel of the
drd  Royal Munster Fusiliers  (Militia), now
stationed at Dover, en route for South Afriea, had
i been asked if they were willing to volunteer for the
| frant.
| Mr. Wyndham: T cammot distinguish between

this question and the previons one (hear, hear). |

There is no information at the War Oifice.  Striet

s orders have been given that no pressurve is to be

exercised, and the Seeretary of State is not dis
posed to interfere with the commanding officers
| who, in his opinion, are doing their duty (Minis-
' terinl cheers).
Mr. P. OBrien: Is it not a fact the hon.

. gentleman sent a letter to me from his department
asking me to postpone the question in order that
he might make inguiries, and that he personally
stated to me—— (loud eries of ** Order ™).

Mr. Wyndham : T am not aware of the fact that
I promised inquiry into this matter, If Tdid, it
has czeaped my memory. 1
h‘\r someone onmy hehalf @ but T had nnlhillg of
the kind in my mind (hear, hear). Had it been
80, I should not have given the answers 1 have
(Ministerial « 8).
| Mr. P. O] : Am I to understand that though
I got a letter from your department—-(the Speaker:
“Order, order”)—you know nothing about it?
(eries of ** Orler ).

The Speaker : 1 must askthe hon. member when
I rize to tell him that he is put of order to resume
. hig seat (cheers).

DUKE OF WESTMINSTER'S WILL.

The whole of the cstate of Hugh Lupus, first
Duke of Westminster, K.G., Lﬂ]l'li’ Licutenant of
the County of Chester, who died on December 22
last, aged 74 years, at St Giles' House, Cran-
bourne, has been entered at £594,229 1s. The Duke
has bequeathed to the trustees of the National
' Gallery his * Calais Gate” picture hy Hogarth.
The late Duke of Westminster often saul that the
reports which were current with respect to the
amount of his income were greatly exaggerated, and
when he said, after the passing of the Finance Act,
1894, that the Grosvenor Estate would probably be
assessed for duty at about £14,000,000 he did not
of course mean that his own life interest in the
estate was of anything like that value. He ap-
pears to have had, in fact, at his own disposition
not much more than about £1,200,000. The per-
sonal estate of the late Duke of Northumberland
was valued at £50,950, and that of the late Duke
of Beaufort at £8,687.

WEDDING OF THE EARL OF
CHESTERFIELD.

‘" .‘illile llf Llll' Jl!llll l}}](? \"l'.-'llh
of the Earl of Chesterfield and Miss
daughter of Mr. Charles Henry Wilson, M.P., of
Warter Priory, York, was brilliant and picturesque.
St. Mark’s Church, North Audley-street, where
the ceremony took place, was Iu-:mtifu]l_v decorated
with palms and white flowers, and the choral part
of the service was finely rendered.  The officiating
clerzy were the Dean of Hereford, the Archdeacon
of Hereford (uncle of the bridegroom), and the
Vicar of St. Mark’s (the Rev. B. Hadden), Land
Herbert Vane Tempest was best man.  The bride,
who was given away by her father, wore a soft
gown of white erépe de Chine, delicately embroi-
dered in silver and draped with cost point d*Alen-

with ermine and ornamented with branches of
lilies, wrought in silver. The lace veil was arranged
with a cluster of orange blossoms, and instead
of the uwsual bouquet, Miss Wilson held in her

in her own home for the occasion.  The bnly orna-
ment was a string of pearls round the neck. The
train was carried by Viscount Ednam (aged six)
and Lord Wendover (not yet five), who wore red
Directoire coats with white satin sunits, the waist
coats richly embroidered, and the bride presented
them with turquoise scarfpins. The hridesmaids
were Miss (iladl

Muriel Wilson (her cousin), Lady Mary Willonghby,
Lady Aldra Acheson, Lady Marjorie Carrington,
Miss Balfour, Miss l'ﬂgul‘rllld Miss Daphne Bourke

frock trimmed with sable, and a quaint little white
satin Dutch bonnet. The bride gave her a tur-
(|“l'lirm II]TH“‘.}L
white satin gowns, under chiffon, and red cloth
Dircctoire coats, with three-corner black hats,
relieved by a long white ostrich plume at the side,
fastened with a large paste buckle. The bride-
groom’s gifts to the bridesmaids were *‘ grannie ”
sable muffs. Amongthose present were the Duchessof
Montrose and Ladv Hermione Graham, the Duchess
of Buckingham, the Duchess of Somerset, the Earl of
Rosebery, Earl Carrington, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur
Wilson, Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Wilson,
Dowager Countess of Chesterfield, the Dowager
Marchioness of Downshire, Mr. Asquith, M.P.,
and Mrs. Asquith, Sir William and Lady Har-
court, and Viscountess Hood. After a reception
held by Mrs. Charles Wilson at 41, Grosvenor-
aquare, Lord and Lady Chesterfield left for Wood-
lands, Buckinghamshire, the seat of Viscount
Curzon, the bride wearing a pale blue silk gown,
trimmed with lace, a white cloth cont, and a
pastel-blue felt hat with ostrich plumes. Armong
the numerous and costly presents were a handsome
embossed silver cigar and cigarette-hox, lined with
cedar, with a letter of congratulation, from the
Prince of Wales, a silver tobacco-box from the
Duke of Fife, a set of old China cups, in cases,
from Princess Henry of Pless, a ruby and diamond
brooch from Prince and Princess Alexis Dolgou-
rouki, and many presentations from the tenants

It might have been done |

-, the wedding |
Enid Wilson, |

con, and with o Court train of white satin hordered |

hand a loose bunch of the same floweps, grown |

f‘ﬁ Wilson (sister of the bride), Miss |
1

{aged four), who was train-bearer, in a white satin |

The elder bridesmaids were in |

the |

THE NEWARK ELECTION.

The figures relating to the polling in the Newark
Division, where a vacancy occurred through the
suceession of the late member (Viscount Newark)
to the peerage as Earl Manvers, was make known
on Saturday morning. The candidates were Sir
Charles Welby (C.) and Mr. H. Y. Stanger, Q.C.
(R.), and the voting was announced to have resulted
as follows :—

Welby (C.) i
Stanger (R.) ..

2,162
2,871

Majority 2,291
At the Newark Town Hall, where the result
was announced, there was a large crowd outside,
but everything was orderly. Sir Charles Welby
propose the usual vote of thanks to the Sheriff, and
thanked Mr. Stanger for the courtesy and con-
sideration he had received from him. Mr. Stanger,
in ;‘m-umiing the vote, said Sir Charles \\'L'n}}'.
although politically his opponent, he was glad to
speak of as his fricnd.
At the last contested election in the division
(1885) the Conservative majority was 1,754,

CRIME.

DECREASE OF

The Liverpool Assizes constitute almost a record
as regand the number of prisoners for trial, there
being only 36 on the calendar,.or little more
one-third of the average. Several of the pris
too, are from outside districts. This is interesting
in view of the experimental reduction of a hundred
men in the city police force during the past year.
Mr. Justice Gramtham said he had found a light
ealendar in other assize distriets, and he attributed
this partly to the war, which had withdrawn o
large number of men who were only casually em-
ployed, leaving plenty of work for those at home.

HORRIBLE FRENCH CRIME.

Wosmasy BDueser ™ Deate By ner Huspaxp,

A brutal murder occurred at the village of \?
Paul (France) by which an old woman of 78 years
was burned to death by her husband, a man named
Bernard Casse, wud aged 81 years. ( s, who is
a man of excessive temper but otherwise sane,
hound his wife hand to foot, saturated her clothes
with paraffin, and set fire to her. Some neigh-
hours rescued her and extinguished the flames, but
she diesd soon after,  Casse had to be tied down o
| the floor before the neighbours could attend to the
wife,

RECTOR llll‘:h'l FROM A HORSE
K 3

LICK.

The Rev. William MeManus, M.A., Reector of
Broughton, near Kettering, died the other morn-
ing from _internal iojuries inflicted by a kicking
horse. The sed gentlemun, who was very
popular in the distriet, was formerly Rector of
| Somerby, near Oukbam, He was a devoted sup-
porter of the Church Missionary Society. He was
99 years of age and leaves a widow and three
children. -

- b i 8

DEATH OF A NOTED CATTLE
%7 BREEDER. s

The death is announced of Mr. James Bruce, “of
| Inverquhomery, one of the best-known Shorthorn
breeders in Scotland. Decensed suceecded to the
estate on the death of his uncle. who 1n_:1||.1(:'.ll]1t.:\|
{ over £40,000 among the poor in the Presbytery of

Deer.  Mr. Bruce took no part in public affairs
he devated most of his time to the rearing of his
herd of Shorthorns, which for Vears in rl-t“(‘l‘h"lllli
scored signal victories at Smithfield “and  else-
where. L]

! DESTROYERS IN

—

COLLISION.,

| The Devonport torpedo-destroyer flotilla returned
from a cruise in the Channel on Saturday, and re
ported a number of serious collisions,  In Falmouth
outer harbour, during a heavy gale on Friday nighe,
the Fairy dragged her anchor and fouled the Locust
and the Osprey. To avoid the ry the Bat, Seal,
Panther, and Thrasher steamed away, but in so
doing the Fairy was run into by the Bat. Sub-
Licutenant Palmer, of the Seal, « aught his ankle
in the cable while the anchor was being weighed,
and was uninpured. The Fairy had a Berthon
boat and whaler smashed ]u-'\';-mi repair. Her
stern is budly crippled and leaky, her port bow is
knocked in, and her propellers are broken. The
bow of the Locust is (llum;t-l__:ml and her stern badly

twisted, with several plates and frames crippled. |

The Bat's starboard guard is smashed off, and her
fore compartment and wardroom are taking in
water, the plates in her bow being started. The
Osprey lost a few fittings. One of the Fairy's
crew jumped on board the Bat during the collision,
fearing his own vessel was sinking. The Bat,
Locust, and I"air)' will have to be docked for
repairs.

'LORD G. HAMILTON
] WAR.

AND THE

Irs Lressoxs.
Lord George Hamilton, M.P., speaking at the

Chiswick Conservative Club the other night, said |

as a member of the Government he could not
praise too hi;lll_\. the sell-restraint, fortitude, and
patriotism which were being displayed ]l_\‘ the pub
]ic-. The Reserve system, which involved the call-
ing of great masses of men from industrial occupa-
tions to the front, had enormously increased the
interest which the great body of the people took
in the war. The action of the Government in
refraining from asking for a very large vote of
credit during the progress of negotiations which
| preceded the war, was due to the fact thav it
| would assuredly have split the- opinion of the
country from end to end, and they were intensely
aware that without a united nation and a united
empire they could not have brought the war, when
it came, to a successful conclusion. If they
wanted to conceive the difficulties which the cam-
paign had presented, let them surpuﬁa that an
expedition from Cape Town had to be sent to dis-
embark at  Antwerp and make its way
to Warsaw, and that when it had been
landed ti was afterwards found necessary to
shift the base of operations to Lisbon. This
would represent the respective distances of Eng-
land, Cape Town, Pretoria, and Durban. One
lesson of the war was that a Volunteer force able
to use with intelligence long range rifles and cannon
could, in a fortificd position, hold their own against
| any troops. The meaning of that was that if the
Volunteers were ]:1'0;»(’1‘1}' l't?-nrg;ll:i.--u] i SUCCess-
ful invasion of "‘.xlglulaﬂ would be an jmw_.-_qj,hiii(.\-_
Again, it meant that if a }n-n]wr use were made of
the mountain frontier of India, the bigger the
hostile army that got within those mountains the
larger would be the graveyard that they would
| mate there. In regard to Army Reform, he hoped
! that none of them who were interested in the
matter would let their interest slide when the war
was over. The courage and physical attributes
lif our U‘i‘“.'l.'-l'.‘i illlll [ﬂl]k il]]l] I‘lit‘ were I1l1l|l’.lliullle,
but without a thorough training in scientific war-
fare combined with them it was possible that those
physical attributes and that courage might be
tried too highl}', and overstrained.

A New York telegram announces the death of
Mr. Howe, the British Viee-Consul at Pensacola,
Florida,

The annual returns of the cross-Channel
passenger traffic vin Calais and Bounlogne have
just been issued, and show that dm’m_—_’ the past
year 261,671 travelled by Calais, and 167,537 by
]hﬂlluglun

Lord Northeote, the new Governor of Bombay,
landed at Bombay the other morning; under the
usual salutes. he reception accorded to his
Excellency was of the heartiest character.

Further awards, amounting to £4,150, were
made against the London and South-Western Rail-
way in respect of losses incurred Ly the Stella

FIELD AND GARDEN.

Iurrovine Ecas.—Even with the absolutely
fresh-laid egg, farmers snd poultry-keepers have
yet to take some steps to improve them. Every
housekeeper admits that the ezs, for example, of
our fresh egge will stand improving. Poor-looki
as the grocers’ eggs are, many of our dairies,
even those which are supplied frem home farms,
can show nothing better, the unly difference—and
that is considerable—being in price. We have
improved our poultry, but not our eggs. At shows
are classes for all kinds of table poaltry, but,
strange to eay, no classes are provided for the
exhibition of egge. 1t is essential Lhat supplies be
regalar and that the eggs be absolutely fresh.
Then they must be forwarded in sufficient bulk to
meet the requiiementes of traders, to whom small
lots are & positive nuieance, involving heavy car.
riage snd much trouble, to which he wery
naturally and rightly objects. To meet this
requirement, combination, eivher by private enter-
prise or by co-operation, will, we think, be neces-
sary. At the present time poultry and egge,
which used to be counted rather out of season at
certain times of the year, are regular articles of
diet at all times. When the fact iz established
that supplies of sbeolutely fresh-laid eggs can be
obtained during the winter months, there can be
little doubt the consumption of them will be in-
creased, and our dependencs therefore on imported
egge decreased.

Farw Homsgs.—Farm horses are often grossly
neglected in the matter of rhoeing. The ides
seems firmly fixed that Lhe best smith is he whose
ghoes will remsin on loogest without reweari
eut or coming off, and as the smith makes it his
business to please his customer, and is shrewd
enough to know that his rival at the other end of
tke village would try to do soif ke did not, he
puts on an enormous weighi of iros, or *steels ”
the shoes to make them last, and goes in for high
peiling to keep them on. This ruins the feet,
causes lameness, and ie generslly the very reverse
of economical, Even if they are not worn out, it
is desirable for the well-being of the feet to have
shoes removed at least onre in six weeks. There
are many conditions of labour onthe farm where
the horzes whose feet are sound, and bhave been
properly treated, might with advantage Lo them-
selves, and prodt to the owner, work without
any shoes at all during & cousidersble portion of
the year.

Carrie.—Dishorning of masture cattle infliots
considerable pain, snd apparently the only way
of miniminising it to any appreciable exteat is by
the employment of an anasthetic. It ie quite
impossible to accurately gusge the amount of pain
felt by an animal; many consider the eensibility
to pain less acute in the brate than in man. The
weight of evidence is clearly on the side of those
who declare the pain conesiderable. There is an
instrument. in the shape of a powerful pair of
shears, and this has been employed in America
and in Scotland. They can, however, only
be wused for tipping and  haif-horning,
and the former ir uo more eflective
| than ** knobbing,” while the removal of half the
horn is as painful as taking it off close to the skall,
| snd what is left is, as & weapon of defence, as
dangerous as the whole hors, or even more so.
Bhears cannot be easily and quickly used for
snimals with fully-developed bLorns with large
basos. Perhaps the most humane method is the
use of a small, narrow-bladed tenon saw, set ina
frame, such a¢ butchers and surgeons emply, The
ueual plan is to secure the snimal, saw off the
horns, and turn it adrift withont further trestment,
peither antiseptic nmor styptic being used. The
bleeding does not amount to much ; in fact, some
consider it beneficial. Aoy case in which it
!nppenmd to be really dangercus or excoessive
| conld be meat by eearing with a hot iron, or spply-
ing & lump of tow and some powdered alum, nut-
galls, tannie acid, tincture of perchloride ot iron,
| or other astringent or styptlie,

! Oars.—The cost of oat cultivation is high when

| is charged 15s, per acre for ploughing 30 scres of
| light land for oate. If the owner has borses, he
| would do a couple of acres or plough one mcre
| twice for this sum. But if he has to hire, 10s
| would be a fair price for one ploughing. For
| drilling and harrowing twice, 2s per sore for the
firet and 3s. for the harrowing, or s, for the com-
plete operstion per scre, would be = good price.
| Thes £7 10a. for the 30 scres should be enough to
| leave a suffivient profit to the lender of the teams,
| who ought to make & good thing of it On the
! light soil two horses would probably do the
| drilling and one good horse and harro
| according  to the size and weight of bhe
machines. Farmers who do not own their

and machines often have to pay far too much for
hiring these useful aide to farm work. The lender
| often charges more than the cost of first-rate teams
and implemente, and sends s pair of old horses,

| Tas Desrrocriox oF Rars.—Poison “m
| be the last resource—first, becsuse no one
| the ¢nd of it when it is laid about, and, secondly,
| because the rats are apt to get back to their holes,
| and, dying there, csuse an intolerable, stench,
which sometimes necessitates pulling the place
to pieces in order to get rid of it. There is
nothing like n good cat to keep down rats, but
cats must not be employed in conjunction with
poison. Traps, if properly baited, without hand-
| ling, are very useful. Ferreting might be tried
in the haunts outeide, and in the runs under the
cowshed and stable. Where poison is used, the
| baite should be first laid without poison for a
| nignt or two, or advantage taken of the m.
of these rodents for certain scents. An e
is;—0il of rhodium, 1 drachm; oil of aniseed,
| 4 drachm ; tincture of asafeiida, foz. Powdered
cantharides steeped in brandy is aleo an attraction
ForcIyG STRAWEERRIES, —In selecting the plants
for forcing, those with single firm crowns
be chosen, leaving all the weakest for later use.
The pote containing the strawberry plants are
plunged—about one inch to their rims in
the bed of leaves, and these lstter made firm all
around them. If the frame is mot artificially
heated, it is advisable to throw mats over it daring
cold mights; this simple precaution oftea
the temperature 5 deg. than it o
would be. Bat little sir n dr; ad;::bud to » cold
fra excsplon v bright 15 thermometer
ma?,hn nl;uly .ﬁ?m to reach 70 . before
opening the lights at all. Of course, if frame
cuntains hot water pipes this tem| will be
reached esrlier in the day, tating an admit-
tance of sir sooner, Frequenting syringing is most
beneficial to the plants, as it renders the stmos-

noon (syringing the plants at the same time), so as
to husband all the sun-hest possible. If these condi-
tions sre msintained for two or three weeks i=
of starting will soon be spparent amongst
plsots, and given weather they make
rapid Until growing freely but little
water »ill be needed st the roots; the pols
being exposed either to the drying influences of
the sun or air, the eoil natarally does not become
dry quickly.
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