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THE TEL=DS

. T It Qo T
FOR WOMAN'S LOVE
A NOVEL.

By MRS, E D E XN. SOUTHWORTH,

dwhor of ** The Hidla Hanl” 4 Ouly n Giel's
Heart,” “ A Deed Withont w Nume,” ete.

Cuarrer V.
THE GREAT RENTSNCIATIUN.

wuEex the gover- .- clsct and Lis bride ?ntered
sbe Rackbarrt L. o ouse, Lhey were reveived hy
s group of olsequious  Betvants, headed by
Jason, the butler, and Jane, the huuF\.e':i(!t'pt'l‘. atuk
among whom stoud Mariha, lady’s waid tu the new
Mra. Rotheay.

#+Will you come into the drawing-rvom and
rast, dear, Lefure going upstairs?™ jnguired M.
Rothsay of his bride, as they stuod ogether in
she front hall.

@ No, thapk yvou. I wiil gno to my room. Come,
Martiia 1 said the bride, and she went upsiavs,
followed by her maid.

Fule stood where she had #o hastily iefl him, in
she hall, lookinrg so much at a loss that presently
Jason voluoteeted to say ;

#5hall I show you to your apsrtment, sic 7"

“Yes) answered Mr. Kothsay.,  Anl he
jollowed the servant upstaits o alarge and kanl.
wpmely furnished bed chamler, having a drosaing-
room atisched,

Jason lighted the wax candles on the dressing
sable and on the nun*el-piece, and then mguired

¢ s there anything else I can do for you, eir®"’

* No,” replicd Mr. Kothsay,

And the servant retired.

Kothsay was alune in the room.  H. hud never
set up A valet ; he had always waited on bimself.
Now, however, e was ngmvn at & lu=:. He was
soverol with rulway Just and smoke, yot he saw
po conveniences for ablutliun,

While he stood there, a shout arnse in the atreet
pataide A single voice raised the cheer ;

" Hoo—rah—ah--ab for Rothieay 17

He went tu the front windo# of the rooin,  The
sashea were hoisted, fur the nizht was warm ; but
the shutters weie elosel,  He turned the slats o
little and losked down ou the wquare teliw, It
was filled with polestian., and every window of
gvery house in si3ht was riluminatul, When the
shouts had died away, he hoanl voicesin the room.
He was himself secidentally conecoale by the win-
dow curtains, He looked sround amd <aw tos
bride emerge froin Lhe dressing rvomatuired tnan
slegant dinner costwme,  She pa-mod theough toe
room without having seen hiw, atd went duwu-
saits followed by her maid.

He saw the dour of the dressing.room stanling
open and went into it

He qyuickly made o refrealiing evenir ! tolic: nand
went downstsirs, for he was ciger Lo rejan his
bride. He fun W her in the drawing.roon; bat
soarcely had he eseated himeelf at her wilde when
the duor was opened and diner aupounced by
dsson,

They both arose ; he gave her his arm, and they
followcd the bLutler to the dining roum, which
was on Lthe opposite sule of the tront hall and
in the rear of the hibuary.

An elegant lete-a-tete dinner but for the presence
of the old buller and one young foutman whoe
waited on them,

They did not linget long st table, hul soon left
it and returned together to the drawing room.

They had scarcely seated themselves when the
door bell rang, and in a few moments afterward a
ard was brought in and handed to Mr. Raotheay,
who took it and read:

A. B. Crawford.

“Show the judge into the library and eay that
I will be with him in a few moments,” he raid to
the servant.

“Hea is one of the judges of the supreme court
of the State, dear, and I must go to him, I hope
be will not k~ep me long,” said Mr. Rutheay, as
he raised the hand of his bride to hislips and then
Isft the room.

With a sigh of intenee retief Cora leaned back
ber chair and clused her eyes.

People have been known to die suddenly in
their chairs. Why could not ehe die ae she sat
there, with her wihole head heavy and her whole
heart faint, she thought.

She listened —fearfully—for the return of her
buaband, but he did not come as scon as he had
boped to do; for while ahe listened the duor bell
rang again, and another visitor made his appear-
annce, and after a short delay was shown into the
library,

Then came anocther, and atill apother, and
afterward others, until the library must have
been half full of callers on the governur-elect.

Aud presently a large band of musicians halted
before the house anl began a szerenade. They

layed and eang ** Hail to the Chief,” *“Yankee

godle,” ‘¢ Hail Columbis,’”’ and other popular
or national aire.

M¢. Rotbeay and his friends went out to see
shem and thank them, aod then their shouts reat
she air as they relired from the scene.

The gentlemen re-entered the house and retired
to the library, where they resumed their discussion
of official business, until awother multitude bad
gathered befere the bonse and shouts of—

* Hoo-rah-ah.ah for Rotheay ! rose to the
empyrean, . .

Neither the governoi-elect mor hia companiona
responded in any way to this compliment until
toud, disorderly cries for—

*# Rotheay 1™

‘* Rotheay 1"

 Rothaay ! "
tonstrained them to appear. . )

The governor-elect was again grested with
thundering cheers. When silence wae restored
bs made & short, pithy address, which was received
with rounde of applause at the close of every para-

aph.
grvghm the speech was finished, he bowed and
withdrew, and the crowd, with a final cheer,
dispersed. )

Mr, Rothsay retired oooce more to the library,
sccompanied by his friends, to renew their dis.
cusaion,

Cora, in her restlessness of spirit, arose from
ber seat snd walked several timee up and down
the floor. .

Presently, weary of walking, and attracted Ly
the coolness and darkness of the back drawing
woom, in which the chandeliers had not been lighted,
she passed between the draped blue satin por.
tieres that divided it from the front reom and
sntered the apartment. .

The French windows stood open upon & richly
Mored flower garden, Irom which the refreshing
fragrance of dewy roaes, lilies, viclats, cape jas-
mines, and other aromatic plants was waited by
the wosterly breeze.

Cora seated herself upon the sofs between the
¥wg low French windows, and waited.

Pressntly she heard the visitors taking leave.

“The gcommitiee will wait on yeu between ten
wd eleven to-morrow morning,” she heard oze
gentleman say, as they passed out. .

Then several * good nights™ were uttered, and
the guoata all departed, and the door was closed.

Cura heard her husband’s (uick, eager step as

¢ hurried into the front drawing-room, seeking

13 wife.

She felt her heart sinking, the high nervous
teanion of her whole frame relaxing. She beard
the ha!l clock strike ten, When the last stroke
di?d away, she heard her husband’s voice calling,
Slily :

“(ura, love, wife, where are you ?”

Bhe could bear no more. The overtasked heart
fve way. . ;

When, the next instant, the eager bridegroom
bushed aside the eatin portieres and entered the
Mpartment, with a Hood of light from the rcom
i front, he found his bride had thrown herself
down on the Persian rug before the sofa in the
¥ildest apgnish and despair and in a paroxysm of
Passionate sob) and teara. )

What & sight to meet a newly-made, adoring
bashind’s eyes on his marriage eveniog and on the
%e of the day of his higksst triumph, in love as

'2 ambitjon !

For one moment he gazed on her, too much

dmazed to utter a word. ] _

Then suddenly he stooped, raised her as lightly

1 if she had been a baby, and laid her on the sofa.

¥ Cora—love—wife! Oh! what is this?"' he

%tied, bending over her.

l

|

She did not answer; she could net for chok-
inyg sobe and deowniny teara,

He knelt beside her, and took her hand, snd
bent his face to hers, and murmured :

“Oh, my love! my wife; what troubles you?!”

She wrenched her hand from his, turned her
face from him, buried her head in the cushiony
of the wofa, and gave way to a fresh siormn ot an-
guish,

When she repulscd him in this spasmodic manner,
he recoiled as a man might do who had received
a sudden blow; but he did not rise from his
position, but watched beside her eofa, in great
distress of nind, patienily waiting for her to rpesk
and explain,

Gradually her tempest of emotion seemud to e
raging itsell into the rest uf exhaustion,  Her sobs
amd tears grew famnter and fewer; and presently
af.er that she drew out her handkerchief, awd
raised herseif to a sitting position, and began 1o
wipe her woel anl tear-stuined fave ood eyes,
Though her tears atd cobs had ceassd, still her
bosutn heaved convulsively,

He arose and seated hinvelf bevide her, put his
arwr around her, and drew her beautiful bluck,
curied head uponm his faithful breast, and bend-
dne his face to hers, entreated her to tell him the
cause uf ber grief,

*What is it, dear one? Have you had bad
news? A telegram frum Reckhold? Either of
the old people had a stroke? Tell me, dear !

Y Nouthing — has« happened,” sy arswerel,
givir g each word wilh a gasp.

Then what teowbles you, dear 7 Tellave, wife !
tell e ! I am your busband 17 he whispered
srewthing hee black hair, and gaving wiihininite
tenderness un her troubled face

*Ui, Rule ! Rule! Hale !” vhe moaned, ciuming
hier eyves, that could pot bear hia gaze,

Tl me, dear,” he murmuored, gently, orn.
tinwing 1o atroke her haie.

1 am—nerv,us —Role,”
shall get over it prosently.
e, she gu*pt:ll.

“Nervous 7 He gazel duwn on her woe
writhen face, with 1ts closed eyes that woald not
meel hisown,  Yes, Joubtleas wle was noryo ne—-
very nervous —but she was 1 re than thal.  Mere
nervousiess never blanched a woman's face, wiang
hee fenturen or convulee! her form ke this

*Cors, lrok at me, dear. Tuere s something
I have o say tayou.”

She fureed herseif 1o hither eyelils and mect
the wanewt, truthful eyes that Looked duwn into
[

“elora,” e aaid, with a certain grave vel sweet
tong ub wathority, “there 1x wane grest barlen
on your nnied desr —a burden too heavy, for you
tu besr alune.”
g, r us it s ) she walled, a4 il the wornls
had brohen [rom her without hee knowledge

LCThem let me ahare 1L, he plesded.

iy, Kale ! Rule ! Bale ! sne watle §, droppnug
et head upon his Lresst,

** fu your trouble so bitter, dear T Wiat a1,
(“irn ? It cau be nohing that | may ool share
anmld relieve, Teli me, dear.”

v On, Bule, bear with me! 1 did oot wish to
distrers you with my fully, my walsess, Do not
wind e, Kule, It wdl pass awasy. Fudeed, it will,
{will do my duty by you.  Iwill be a true wiiv oo
you, after sl Oaly de not disturh your owan
Oghte naapioit about me ;odo not sotiee my monds
and give me time. D ehadl come all nighie 1 sibaly
be to you—all tha* you wish me to be.  but, for
vhe Loed's love, Hule, give me tune ! she plested,
with voice and eyea so full of wue that the han's
heart satk iu e bosom,

He grew pale and withdrew his arm from her
neck, She liflted her head from his bresst then
and leandd back 10 the corner of the sols. Nhe
trembled with fear now, lest she Lad Letraved het
secret, which she had resolved to keep for hin own
sake. Sie luoked and waited for s worda, He
was very still, pale and grave. Presently he apoke
very geutly to the grieving woman.

**Daar, you have ssid too much and too iittle.
Tell 1 wll now, Cora. It is best that you should,
dear.”

** Rule ! oh, Rule? must I? must I? ' shepleaded,
wringing her handa,

* Yea, Cura’; it ia best, dear.”

*{h, | woald have borne snything tohavespared
sou this. But—I betrayed myeelf. Uh, Rule,
pleass try vo forget what you have eeen and heard.
Bear with me for s little while. Give me some
little timne to get over this, and you shall vee how
truly I will do my duty—how earneatly I will try
to make you happy,” she prayed.

] know, dear--I know you will bo a good,
dear wife, and a dearly loved and fundly cherished
wife. DBut begin, dear, by giving me your con-
fidence. There can be no veal univo without con-
fidence between husband and wife, my Cora.
Surely, you must trust me, dear,” he said, with
serious tenderness.

“"Yea; I can trust you. I will trust you
with all, through all, Rule, Yvu are wise and
good. You will forgive me and help me to do
right.”” 8he apoke so wildly and so excitedly that
he taid his hand tenderly, eoothingly, on her head,
and begged her to be calm and to confide in him
with out hesitalion.

Then she told him all.

What a story for & pewlg-married husband to
hear from hia wife on the evening of their wedding-
day !

l,ie listened if silence, and without moviog a
muscle of hia face or form, When he had heard
all he arose from the sofa, stood up, then reeled to
an arm chair near at hand and dropped heavily into
it, his huge, stalwart frame as weak from sudden
faintness as that of an infant.

“0h, Rule! Rule! your anger is just! It is
just !* cried Cora, wringing her handa in deepair,

He looked at her in great trouble, but his beau.
tiful eyes expressed only the most painful com-
passion He c uld not anawer her. He could
not trust himself to speak yet. His breast was
heaving, working tumultuously. Hie tawny-
bearded chin was quivering. He shut his lips
firmly together, and tried to still the convulsion
of his frame.

*Oh, Rule, be angry with me, blame me, re-
proach mo, for I am to blame—Ditterly, bitterly
to blame, But do not hate me, for I love you,
Rale, with a eister’a love. And forgive me, Bule
—not just now, for that would be impossible,
perhaps. Buat, oh ! do forgive me after a while,
Rule, for I do repent—oh, I do repent that treason
of the heari—that treason against ome so worthy
of the truest love and honour which woman gives
to man. Yon will forgive me—after a while—
after a~—probation ?” .

She paused and looked wistfully at his grave,
pained, patient face.

He could not yet anawer her. .

“ Oh, if you will give me time, Rule, I will—=I
will banish every thought, every memory of my
—my—my season in London, and will devote my-
gelf to you with all my heart and soul. Ne man
ever had, or ever could have, a more devoted wife
than I will be to you, il you will only trust me
and be happy, Rufe. ** Oh !” she saddenly burst
forth , seeing that he did not reply to her, *' you
are bitterly angry with me. You hate me. You
cannot forgive me, You blame me without mercy,

Now he forced himself to speak, though in a low
and broken voice.

s Angry? With you, Cora? No, dear, no.”

¢ You blame me, though. You have not been to
blame,” he faltered, faintly, for he was an almost
mortally wounded man,

¢ Ah'! what do youn mean? Why do iou speak
to me so kindly, eo gently? [ could bear your
anger, your reproaches, Rule, betier than Lhis
renderness, that breaks my heart with shame and
remoree "’ cried Cors, bursting into & paasion
of sobs and tears,

He did not come near her to take her ia his arms
aod comfort her as before. A pulf had opened
between them which he felt that he could not
pass, but he spoke Lo her very genlly acd com-

ionately. ) .

Dy not grieve 8o bitterly, dear,” he said. ¢*Do
pot accuse yourself so unjustly.  You have done
ne wrong te me, or Lo any human being. You
have dope nothing bub good 1o e, and to every
human being iz your reach. To me yon have been
more than tongue can tell—my firet friend, my
muse, my angel, my inspiration to all that is beat,
iabest, hig%esb 1n human life—the goal of afl my

whe breathed. *1
Giive me-—a jintle

rthly, all my heavenly aepirations, That I
sPould love yon with a pure, single, ardent passion
of enthusiasm was natural, wag inevitable. Bul
that you, dear, should mistake your feelings Lowar.d
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intell- tual apy:s-iatic:

sterne. fove wiocn gt

natural, too, though most unfortunate. I am pot
fair to look upon Cora. I have no form, no come-
liness, that any ono ghould—="

He was suddenly interrupted by the girl, who
sprang from ber seat and sank at his feet, clasped
his knees, and dropped her head upon hia hands
iu & tempest of aob and tear., crying !

*Oh, Rule! I pever did deserve your love! I
never was worthy of you ! And I long have known
it.  Bubt I dolove you! Ido love yeu! Oh, give
me time and opportunity to proveit ! she pleaded,
with many tcars, vaying the rame words over and
over again, or words with the same mesning.

He faid both Ins large hands eoftly on her bowed
head and held them there with & coothing, quiet-
ing, mesmeric tuuch, uniil she had sobbed, and
cried, and talked herself into silence, and then
lie wainl

*Nuo,Coral No, dear! You are good and true
to the depths of your soul ; but yon deceive your-
self. You do nut luve me. Itis not your fanit.
Yuu cannet do a0 ! You pity, you esteem, you
appreciste ; and you mistake these sentiments as
you mistosk sisterly atfection fur such love as only
sitvuld sanctify the union of man and woman.”

“But I will, Rale, T wili love you even 8o !
Give mo time! A lictle time ! [ am your owo,”
she pleaded

M N, lear, no. I am sure that you would do
your best, at any cost to yuursell, You would
conyecrale yourlife to ane whuom yet you do notlove,
heesuse you cannud jove.  But the sacrifice is too
great, dear--a sacritice which no wuman ehould
ever muke for any cauece, which no man should
ever accept under any circumstances.  You maust
not immolate yourself on my unworthy shrine,
Cora,”

O, 1l D What do you mean * You frighten
me T Waat do youintend tudo 17 exdlaimed Cors,
with anew frarin her heart.

Lowill te 1 you later, dear, when we are both
yuicter,  Awd, Cora, promise me one thing—for
yuur own sake, fdear,”

YOI will prowmise you anything you wish, Rule.
Antbe glal 1o dn as (ilad to do anything that
will please you,” she earnestly assured him.

*Then promise that whatever may happen, you
will never (ell any hum i beiog what you have told
me te-might.”

‘1 prowase thia oo my honour, Rule.”

** Peomise that you wil never repeal one word
of thir interview beiween usty any living being.”

** | promse thie, also, on my honour, Rule.”

HTaat 1 oall 1 sk, and it g exacted for yuar
awa rike, dear. Tue fair name of & woman is
su white and pure that the smallest speck can be
seen upnnat.  Anild now, dear, it is nearly vleven
Wlock. Wil you ring for your mail and go
to your toom? I have letters to write—in tue
Library —which, I think, will ocepy me the whole

for that living fire of
man and womapn, was

finght,” he mail, ac he touk her hand and gently

raired her tu her feet,

Attinat moment aservant enered, bringing acard

Mr. R.thsay took it toward the poriiere and
teadat by the bght of the chandelier in the frunt
runt

**Show the gentleman to the library, and eay
that 1 will ba with him in & few minutes,” said
Hothany,

H1F you please, sie, the lights are out and the
bbrary lucked. 1 did nut knuw that it would be
wanted again tonight. But 1 will iight up «ir,”

" Wax candles? It woulidl take toulorg.  Show
the gentleman inty the fron Croom,” said the
governor.elect,

The servant went to do his bidding.

Then Kahsay turned to Cors, eayin, :

1 omust see this man, dear, late as it ia! [
will bid you good night now. Gaod bless you, dear,”

And without even s farewell kiss, Ruothsay
patsed out.

And C ra did sot know that hehad gone for gooid.

She ranyg for her maid and retired (o her rvom
there to pass a sleepless, anxious, remorseul oight.

What wonld be the result of her confession to
her husband v She dared not to conjecture,

He had been gentle, tender, must considerate,
and most chariiable to her weakness, never epeak.
tivg of his uwn wronga, never reproachiong her von-.
stancy. .

He had said, in effoct, that he would come to an
understandicg with her later, when they botn
should be strunger.

When would that be * To.morrow ?

Searcely, for the ceremonies of the coming day
must uccupy every moment of his time,

And what, eventually would e do?

Hie words, divinely compassionate as they had
been, had shadowed forth a eeparation between
them. Madl he not told her that to be the wife of
a husband she could not love would be a sacrifice
that nv waman should ever make and no man should
ever accept ! That she ahould not eo offer up her
life for him *

Whet could this mecan but a contemplated
separation !

8o Cora lay sleepless sod tortured by these
harraszing ¢uestions.

When Rule Rothsay entered the front drawing
room he found there a young merchant marina cap-
tain wbom he bad known for many years, though
not intimately.

‘“Al, how do you do, Roas ?” he eaid.

**How do you do, Goversot? I must aek par-
don for calling so late, but-—"

**Not at all. How can I be of use to you?”

**Why, in no way whatever. Don't suppose that
overy one wha calls to see you has am office Lo seek
or an axe to grind. Though, I suppose, most of
them have,” said the vieitor, as he seated himaelf,

Rotheay dropped into a chair, and forced himgelf
to talk to the yuung sailor.

“ Just in from a voyage, Ross 1

“No; just going out, Governor.”

Rothsay emiled at this premature beatowal of the
high official title, but did not set the matter right,
It waa of too little importance.

*“ I was going to explain, Governor, that I was
just passing through the city on my way to Norfolk,
from which my ship is to aail to-morrow. So
I had to take the midnight train. But I could
not go without trying for a chance to ses and shake
haods with yon and congratulate you.”

* You are very kind, Ross. I thank you,” said
Rothsay, somewhat wearily.

“ You're not looking well, Governor. I suppose
all this ‘fuss and feathera’ ia about as harassing
as a stormy sea voyage. Woall, I willnot keep you
up long. [ should have been here earlier, only I
went Hirst to Lhe holel to inquire for you, and there
I learned that you were here in old Rockharrt's
house, and had married his grand-daughier. Cop.
gratulate you again, Governor. Noub mang men
have had such & double triumph as you. Sne is
a splendidly beautiful woman. I saw her once in
Washiuglon City, at the President’s reception. Sha
waa the greatest belle in the place. That reminds
me that [ muat oot keep you away from her lady-
ship. This is only hail and farewell. Good
night. I declare, Rothsay, you lovk quite worn
out, Don’t ses any other visitor to-night in case
there should be another fuol beeides myself come
to worry you at thia hour. Now %ood-bye,” said
the visitor, rising and offering his hand,

* (3ood-bys, Rose. I wish you a plessant and
prosperous voyage,” eaid Rotheay,irising to ahake
hands with his visitor.

He followed the young eailor to the hall, and
seeing nothing of the porler, he let the visitor cut
and locked the door after him.

Then he returped to the drawing.-room. Hold-
ing hie head between his hande he walked slowly
up and down the floor—up and down the foor—up
and down—many times.

% This is weakneas,” he muttered, **to be think.
ing of mysell when I should think only of her and
the long life before her, which might be so joyous
but for me—~but for me! Dear cne who, in her
tender childhood, pitied the orphan boy, and with
patient, painstaking esrnestaess taught him Lo read
and write, and gave hiw the first impulse and in.
spiration to a higherlife. And now she would give
her life to me, And for all the good she has dune
me all her days, for all the blessings she hae
brought me, shall I blight her happiuess? Soall T
make her this black return? No, ne. Better that
I should pase forever out of her life—pass forever
out of sight—forever out of this worlthhan live
to make her suffer. Make herasuffer't 11 Oh,
no ! Let fame, life, honours, all go down, sa that
she is saved—so ihat she is made happy.”

He paused in his walk and listened. All the
house was profoundly still —all the household

me, mistake sisterly affection, womanly sympathy,

evidently asleep—except her ! He felt sure thatehe

waa aleepless.

Oh, that he could go and comfort

her ! even a8 a mother comforts her child; bul

he could not.
*'1 suppose many would say,” he murmaured to

himself, ** that [ owe my first earthly duty to the

people who have called me to this high office ; that
private sorrowa and private conscience should yield
to the publie, and they would be right. Yet with
me it is a8 if death had stepped in and relieved me
of official duty to be taken up by my successor
just the same—""

He stopped and put his hand to his head,
murmuring ;

‘*Is this special pleading? I wonder if I am
yuite sane 7"

Tlhen dropping into a chair, he covered his face
with his banda and wept aloud.

Does anyone charge him with weakness? Think
of the tragedy of a whole life compressed in that
one crucial hour !

Afteralittle while he grew more composed, The
tears had relieved the overladen heart. Hearose
and recommenced his walk, reflecting with wiore
calmnerd on the cruel situation,

“I ehall right her wronga in the only possible
way in which it can be done, and I shall do no
harm to the Siate. Kennedy will be a better
goverpor than I could have been. He is an
older, wiser, more experienced statesman. I am
consciouy that 1 have been over-rated by the
people who love me. I was elected for my popu-
larity, not for merit. Ard now—I am pot even
the wman that I was—my life seema torn out ot
my bosom. Oh, Cora, Cora ! life of my life! But
you shall he happy, dear one! free and happy
after a while. Ah! I know your gentle heart,
Yuu will weep for the fate of hitn whom you boved
-—as o brother. Oh ! Heaven ! but your tears
will come from a passing cloud that will leave
your fature life all clear and bright—not dar-
kenind fo rever by the alavery of a union with one
whoem you donot—only because youcannot—love.”

He walked slowly up and down the flour a few
more turng, then glanced at the clock on the
mantel-pie e, and ga1d :

 Thne pas-es. I anust wreite my letters.”

Thzre waa an elegant little writing-desk standing
in the corner of the rvom and filled with stalion-
ery, mostly fur the convenience of the ladies of the
family when the Ruckbarrts oceupied their town
houxe

He went to this, sat down and opened it, laid
paper out, and then with his elbew on the deck
and his head leaning on the palm of his hand, he
fell inro deep thought.

At length he heyan to write rapidly. He aoon !

tinished 2l sealed Lhia Jetter. Then he wrote a
secornl amd a lunger one, realed that also,
—the first written--he putin the secret drawer
of the devk ; the other he dropped into his pocket,
Tien he tovk *'a long, Iast, liogering look ™
around the reem,  This was the room in which he
had tirst met Cora sfier lung years of separation ;
where he had parsed so many happy eveuings with
her, when hos otfivial duties as an assemblyman per-
witted him to du 6o} this was the room in which

they had plighted ther Lroth to each other, awnd to |
which, anly six hours before, they had returned :

Then he possed out of the ruom, took hiy hat |
from the tack in the hall, opened the front door, |

—tosllappearance —a most happy bride aud groom,
Ah, Heaven

His wandering gaze fell on the open writing
de-k, which in his misery he had forgntten to
cluee. He went to it and shut down the lid.

passed vut, closed 11 bebind him, and left the house
fue sver.

Outside was pandemonium, The illuminations

in U windows had died down, bul the streeta |

wera full of revellers, too much exhilarated as yet
to retire, even if they bad any place to retire to;
for ou that summer night maoy visitors to the in-
auguration chose Lo etay out in the open air uatil
morning rather than to leave tho city and lose the
vhow.

Once again the hum and buzz of many voices was
broken by a shrill ¢ry of :

*“ Hooray for Rethsay ! which wae taken up
by the chorus and echved and re-echoed from one
end to the cther of Lhe city, und from earth to aky.

Poor Rotheay himself passed out upon the side-
walk, unrecoguised in the obscurity.

An empty hack was standing at the corner of ;

the square, 8 few huudred feet {rom the house.

To this he went, and spoke to the man on the
box :

**Ia thie hack engaged

** Yes, sah, it is-—took by four gents as can’t get
no lodgioges at nove of the hotels, nor yet board.
ing housea—no, sah. Dere dey is ober yonder in
dat dere #'loon croes de street—yes, sah. But it
don’t keep open, dat 8'loon don’t, longer’n twelve
o'clock—no, sah. Ii’s mos’ dat pow, so dey’ll
soon call for dis hack—yea, aah !’

TRAGEDY AT BIRMINGHAM.

A WOMAN FOUND SBTRANGLED.

The dead body of a woman pamed Mary Acn
Alibao, about 50 years of age, who haa for the
past six years lived alune, was discovered in her
house in Birmingham. 8he was of independent
meane, na she owned some amall property, and wag
popularly supposed to keep s considerable amount
of money in the house. Aa the house remained
shut up all the morning the police became eas-
picious, aud an entrancc was forced. On reaching
the bedroom a terrible eight presented iteelf. Tha
occupant of the room was found with her arms
fastened to the rail of the bedstead, while around
her throat a piece of calico was tightly tied. She
was quite dead, and it was at once evident Lhat
she had died from strangulation, The room had
been ransacked, and a small trunk and a hat-box,
in which it is stated that ehe usually kept her
store of money, were found open and the contents
in o atate of disorder. The police made inquiries
of the neighbours, and learnt that in the morning
two stravge youths of uncouth smppearance were
observed Lo lenve the house.

AN ARREST.

The police have arrested a man at West Brom.
wich in connection with the muorder. He gave
the name of Claude Munby, slias Frank Jones, and
he is a brass finishier by trade, He bad silver in
his possession amounting Lo about 20s., and he
accounis for this by wayivg ne found a sovereigu
and chavged it. He has no fixed abode, and at
one time he lived in Latimer-street, He admitted
to the police that he wasin that ncighbourhood on
tie night of the tragedy. A search of Lhe premises
resulied in the discuvery of a secret hoard which
the thieves missed, A box in the bedroom was
found to contain a large saucepan, and in this, in
a biscuit tin and a cocos tin, was found s pile of
eilver, gold, and copper, amounting to over £109,
Among the deceased’s papers was found an insur-
ance pulicy for £600,

—

RAILWAY ACCI-
DENTS.

SIX MONTH®

A return has been issued in Blue Biok form of
aceidents and #asualtics reported to the Board of
Trade by the several railway companies in the
United Kingdom during the ficat six months of the
present year. The number of persons killed and

Eunies as
|

injured in the eourse of public traffic during the
a1x months ia returned at 516 killed and 2,861 in-

One | jured, being a decrease of seventeen in the number

!

! the corresponding portion of last year.

of killed aod 64 in the injured as compared with
A number
of accidents wers also reported by the railway com-
having occurred upon their premises
ut in which the movement of vehicles used exclu-

| sively upon railways was not concerned, thus bring.
| ing the lotal upty 575 killed and 7,284 injured.

f

! firat,

RotheaylefL the talkative hackman and passed on. ;

A hacd touched him on the arm.

He turned and saw old Scythis, clotled ina
loog, black cloak of some thin stuff, with its hoo!
drawn over her head,

Rothsay stared.

Y Come, Hule! You have tested womsn’s love
to-day, and found it fail you; even as I tested
man’s faith in the loog sago, and found it wron
me! Come, Rule! Youand I have had enough
of falsehood and treachery?! Let us shake the
dust of civilisation off our shoes ! Come, Rule !”

{To be continued).

PORTSMOUTH RAILWAY
B8TATION.

SEEIOUS STATEMENTS,

Apn ingquest wae held on the body of Walter
Cull, & shunter in the goods department at the
Town railway station at Portsmouth, who was
killed whila at work, It was shown that the
deceased was jammed bstween two trucks as they
were passing each other, and that the spot in
questivn was a busy and daogerous ome. The
eoroner (Mr. T. A. Bramesdon) said that since
December, 1896, he had held no lesa than seven
inquests on the bodies of people who had lost their
lives on the line at Portemouth, and of the seven
six had been servanta of the railway companies,
It eeemed that the life of a shunter at the Ports.
mouth Town station was anything but a happy
ope. Portemouth Station was an extremely busy
cpe, and it bad been shown that it was cramped,
inadequsate, and dapngerous, He hoped that before
long something would be done by the componiss Lo
ensure the safety of their servants, The jury
returned s verdict of accidental death. They
ndded that they considered that the accommoda-
tion at the Purtsmouth Town goods station was
ontirely inadequate for the traffic carried on there,
They were of opinion that the railway companiea
were morally responsible for the death of the
deceased on account of the insufficient mesos of
eignalling.

THE WHEAT CROFPF FOR 1808

Bir J. B. Lawes, writing from Rothamsted on
the above subject, sums up his experiencea and
opinions a4 follows :—The prominent characleristics
of the #season were in the main very eimilar
throughout tha chief wheat-growing distrists of the
country. The reports published from time to time
of the progrese of the wheat crop almost uniformly
indicated a very heavy produce of straw. But the
earlier reporte record many complaicts of laid
crope, ruat, blight, and small ears pot well filled,
and doubts are expressed whether the yield will be
equal to what might be expected from the bulk of
astraw. Nevertheloss, as the svason advanced, and
harvest progressed, the majority of the estimates
showed an expectation of over average yield of
grain per acre, if not an adequate yield in propoz-
tion Lo the siraw. Roeports of aciual threshings
are, however, comparatively few, but upon the
whole the later records are more favourable than
the earlier, and there can be little doubt that there
will be mure than an avcrage yicld of grain per
acre over the country at large. Since the above
was written, there has appeared a further report
in The Times said to ba founded to come exient
upen the yields from the threshing machiuve, and
the general indication is stated to be thab for the
whole of Great Britain the yield will be about 36
bushels per acre. It may bs of interest to abserve
that supposing future threshiogs should confirm an
estinate of about 35 bushely per acre for the
United Kingdom, the requirement from imports

would be from 21 to 22 million quarters,

PRISONER AS WITNESS.

CAN 1IE BE CALLED AFTER EVIDENCE ON HIS
BEHALF ?

Al Northampton Quarter Sessions, Walter Criep,
labourer, wae charged with wounding the landlord
of & village inn, The prisoner was maing bad
language, and the Iandlurg attempted to put him
out. Hoth fell, and the latter was severely cut in
the thigh by a pocket knife in the prisoner’s hand.
—Mzr. W, A. Attenborough, for the defence, eaid -
the prisoner had the open knife in his hand when
the landlord went to him, and the cut was entirely
acoidental. He would call witnesses to show that, ‘
including the prisoner.—Cn Mr. Attenborough

LADIES' LETTER.

My Dxsr Nmnuim,

Bomething approaching a revolulion hss takew
place in the shape of hats this antumn. No longer
are their brims turned up against the crown at the
back or over the left ear, but they dicop meekly
over forchead and coil of hair, and are only very
elightly raised st the sides by means of trimminge.
This particalar thape, reminiscent of the {sshions
of the sixlies, is likely to be very much worn—
indeed, setting aside the slways popular boat and
and azilor shapes, it has no dangerous rivals exce
the togue and the tricorn hat, and as it suitat
majority of English faces it seams likely to remain
i favour throughcut the coming winter.

Ono of the prettiest of these drooping-brimmed
hats is of grey soft felt, trimmed with three huge
voft ostrich plawnes starting from a big rosette of
shaded grey velvet in front, falling towarda the
sides and partly veiling the crows, which is low,
as are all hat-crowns this season. The feathers
are grey, like the hat itselr but a pleasant touch
of colour is provided by the velvet chrysanthemums
of rich orange which are tucked under the brim st
either side. This brim, by the way, is quite sa
broad at the back as it is in front, unlike & few of
the new modele whose brime are sloped away
slightly behind.

Coloured fells, with centrasting liniage—
especially in deep green combined with turquoise
blue--are again very fashionable, aud & smart hat
of tnis sort has its crown encircled by two feathers
chaded from green to blue and starting from s
mighty rosette of miroir velvet that has & haad-
sowmz paste ornament in the ceutre. A grey feld
hat, Lined with crimson and trimmed with grey
feathers, shaded crimson wiags, and steel orma-
ments, is aleo s bright and pretty hesdgear for
wear on a dull autumnal day,

In addition to big cloaks we havs to welcome
back that most obligiog of garments, the redin.
gote. (rirle aver that very large costs ars not
only heavy but weight their skirts down to euch
an exiont that Lthey epoil anything amart sod cew,
My advice to them ie not to wear a good ekirt
underneath a amsart new coat. This is one reason
that a coat is such a useful garment. 1t is worn
both for cold weather and fordriving and travelling
in, and with it may go a skirt that has koown ite
best daye and is not longer than the redingote it-
sell. 1fthe skirt is longer and shows at all it is
apt to lo_k shabby. It is modish to line & coat of
this sort with a deiicate shot glacé silk. Anemons
colour is a psticuiar favourite ; cyclamen pink
another. I have seen s green very sucocesafully
lining a putty-coloured cloth. Glacé silk comes aa

& boon and & blessing in this ditection ; it slips on
and off so easily and eeeme Lo wear a very grost
deal! better than the striped satins which are oer.
tainly thicker than thiseilk, but not nearly so com-

| fortable nor ap durable,

For & youang girl an ertietic litlie dress can be
made of electric blue cloth or velv.teen with a
pleated veat, aed a soft sach of ailk in & paler
ghade of blue, Tne gouged aleeves are also of »ilk.
With this is worn s lirge picture hat which is
made of velveteen to match thedress, with s puf-
ifng ahh the edge and a cluster of ostrich tips in the
ront.

The new cloth walking gowns of the moment,
the skirts of which fiv so very closely over the hi
are closely laced either at the bick or o one side,
This mode of fastening, however, does not com-
mend iteel! to those who have Lo dress without any
assistance, ao that buttons and hooks are atill in

use. The deep-shaped flounces are headed with

1 several rows of fine silk atitehiug, and Lhe beauty
| of the skirt ia in the cut, which must be

periect.
Howoever parrow it may be at the waist, it is very
wide at the hem, and more thau touches the

nly skilfulness of cut preveate the leagth in front

calling hia firast witness, John Smith, Mr. Ryland i round in front, with almost 8 demi train bebind.

Adkins, for the prosecution, objected. If the
Eriaoner was to give evidence, he should be cailed

rat.—Mr. Attenborough eaid there was nothing in
the Act to that effect.—Mr. Adkins contended
that it was clearly the intention of the Act
that a prisoner should not be atlowed to hear
the wiitnesees on his own side, and then
say, I eay dittoe” In criminal cases, very
properly, witnessea were not allowed in court, It
waa obvioualy impossible to order the prisoner out
of court, while his witnesses were in the box.—
The Chairman intimsted that the Court thought
it desirable that the prisoner should be called
Mr. Attenborough said he felt disinclined
to adopt that course. It would be taken as a
precedent, and he attached great importance to the
matter. The Act eaid that the prisoner could be
called ““at any etsge of the proceedings.” He
would even go so far as to say that according to
the Act the prisoner could be called after the
chairman had summed up.—After a consultation,
the Chairman allowed Mr, Attenborough to adapt
his own course. When four witnesses had deposed
to the gcuffie, he calied the prisoner.—Mr. Adkins
asked the Court to ssy that the time for the
prisoner giving evidence had gome.-—The Chair.
man : The Court comeiders that the couree pro-
posed to be followed is most objectionable. The
Act says where the prisoner ia the only witness for
the defence heis to be called immediately after the
witnesses for the prosecution. Wae think that the
inference is plain that the eame course ought to
be pursued in other cases. We do not feel our.
gelvea authorieed to refuse the evidence, but the
Court earnestly hope that this course will not be
taken as a precedent,-~The prisoner then gave his
:?_:connl; of the affair, and the jury acquitted

im.

THE ORMSEKIRK ELECTION.

CNOPPOSED RETORY,
The Hon. Arthur Stanley (Conservative) has
been declared duly elected for the vacancy in the
Ormekirk division of South-West L.ncashire, no
other candidate being proposed.
The results of Lhe previous slections in the con-
stituency have bees : —
1835,
Mr. A, B. Forwood {C)

5,133
Mz. J. P. 8heldon (L)

2,343

1886.
Rt. Hon, A. B. Forwood (C}
1892

Rt. Hon. A. B, Forwood (3]
J. Middlehurst (R}

1895.
Rt. Hoo. A. B. Forwood (C}.........
J. Stonar (R}

FATALITY IN CORK HARBOUR.

FOUR MEN DROWNED.

Four lives have heen lost threugh a collision in
Cork Harbour between the War Otfice steam
lanuch Cambridge and s boat containing a party
of 14 workmen engaged at the Haulbowline Dock-
yard extension worke. The workmen were cross-
ing from Haulbowline to Riugasheddy, where
most of them lived, in the evening ; and the Cam.
bridge was conveying a pumber of military men
feom Spike Island to Haulbowline and Queens.
town., It was very dark at the time acd when
nearing Haulbowline the launch ran into the
smaller craft, cutting her in twain and throwing
all her occupante into the water. Three men from
the launch immediately jumped into a punt which
was being towed behind tbeir vessel and rescued
some of the drowniog ineo, others of whom were
picked up in an exhausted state by a boat which
put out from Haulbowline. Altogether 10 of the
workmen were saved, one being badly injared, but
the reinaining four were drowoed.

—

EXPLOSION ON A TORPEDO.
BOAT.

An accident occurred to sn American torpedo-
boat, which was running its trial trip pear Aztoria
{Oreg .n). While rupning at full speed some of the
boiler tubes burst, ‘There were abont a dczen men

by at, the time, aud eight of them wcre kitle.d,

from heivg inconvenient.

A dress, becoming ouly to young girls and very
youcg women, is one which fastens invisibly nader
the arm. Even these bring it nearer to a bodiea
with embroidery, simulating a short bolero, or with
insertions of braid arranged in clusters, encircling
the skirt, and repeating themrelves on  the
shoulders. A quadruple collar, trimmed with
similar ipsertion, completes Lhis costume, which is
destined for walking, travelling, races, or coustry
excursions. This implies that the high, volumin-
ous collar, far from being abandoned, reappears
with the autumn daye, indispensable ou & carriage
cloak, a theatre cloak, a cloak for every occasion !
When in siate-blue on brick-coloured cloth, it is
bordered with transparent incrusiations on a silk
lining. Two or three exquisites have appeared at
couatry houses with collars, painted by themselves
on cloth, in lovely floral devices. The effect is
most elegant and recherchs, and there is little fear
of the mode becoming common.

Every shade of pink is popular except the oold,
biluieh pinks of 30 years ago, with a revival of
which we were threatened 11 the summer, The
very palest coral pioks vie in favour with rich
rose du Barri; a dull brownish shade of heliotrope
is frequently seen, silvery grey, relisved with
flame colour or arange, is ** well worn,” and there
is a charning shade of blue calied ** Otd Japanese.”
Ona great advantage of a deep, bright pink is that
it lightens up the sombre, grey, emoky days of sa
Eaglish winter,

A new cut of bodice has a double pointed yoke,
with a very high collar trimmed with the new
white silk gimp, having a narrow uncuried fringe
at the edge. Triple rows of this garniture are
brought from the shoulder, sud are carried down
the side of the bodice to rimulate a jacket, leaving
ample space for a broad belt below, which is made
in ribbon forming s poiot io the centre, with fall.
ing loops and ends at the lefy side. A great deal
of caretul arrangement is necessary to render these
bands becoming and not ugly. Tae ribbon is very
wide indeed, but is arranged ia careloss foids,
being fastened to the skirt, sfter Lthe bodice has
been put oo, with a jewelled pin of some kind.
It is Lbhen drawn to the fromt, so that it ocarefull
follows the waist line, and passing through » .
some buckie, the ends are tied into & small short
bow quite at the side,

Everyone who wears s shirt or blouse, whatever
the material may be, knows how very important is
the tie worn with it. Just at Lhe preseat moment
almost all tieaare biack satin tied with a ssilor’s
knot and with ends reaching to the waist and ocut
either straight or poioted and finished with little
bits of very good lace and iosertion, white cream
orécru, which follow the shape of the snda, but
ars sometinies appliqué oo to the satio in the forms
of inverted ¥'s, or, as heralds would say, =
chevronn.  Other colours sre not tabooed, but &
black tie is the most effective.

Coats are 80 varied that almost any eiyle may be
worn, provided that the Lasques are kept s closs
aa possible, and the eleeves Light and small. The
very long, exaggerated barq ies aro too unbecoming
ta be very popular, and the extremely ehort ones,
unless en suite with the costumas, will present »
too summer-Like eff=ct for winter wear, I3 iethere-
fore to the half and thiree-quarter leogth coata we
may devole devote our attention.

A fachionable tea jacket has a deep basqgae,
ruonning down to a point at the back, and the
fronta turned back with revers of brocaded satin,
octlived with narrow tuchings of chiffon or gauss,
The full vest is of soft material, such na Indisn
muslia or chiffon, arranged with a scatf of the same
edged lace to tis over the bust, Thne sleeves are
small and slightly roflzd, the deep collar-revers
hwin% the effect of au epaulctie over the top, snd
the elhow ie tinished with double frills of lace, and
a cull mounted on velvet, this giving & welcome
to;xlch of relief colour, which is repeated in the
oollar.

For everyday wear good resulle are gained by a
plaid skirt and a pliin cloth coat, green id
being alike suited for an alliance with blue cht N
ot greea or biack, A dark red sad black plaid
looks well warn with a datk red cloth coat, Fwd
with carscule, belted with black, Of course, you
need a good figure Lo wear & cvat with & belt round
the waiat; bur, then, 1 aw afraid al.ogether that
a good fijuie is an esseniinl wssistant to the best
charm of the fashions of Lo-day. The walking
dreas question, then, for the streels is easily
settled, it will be seen, by a pliin or plaid skire
and s ehort cloth jacket, or the long basqued coat
if the keen desire to fo!low the fashions dominstes
the mere secking alter the becomniog.

Your loving
JENvIR

——
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