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NEWS  NOTES.

Wa do not -emsarily indorse tne opinions of our
correapondeanta in the tollowing notes.
Another attempt is being made to foster the
growth of sugar beel in Eogland, The gentlemen
oting it are certainly not assuming too much
in modestly characterising their scheme as an ex-
periment in the suitability of the crop to these
islands. It has already been established by careful
#rials that many parts of Eogland will produce as
beet as any foreign country. The Suffolk
experiment failed for reasons quite apart from any
question of the soil’s capacity.

Forty-three cases of death from starvalion in
Lendon are given in the official return for 1896,
Ib is moticeable that most. of these poor creatures
pever applied for poor relief—a feature which we
pointed out in previous returns. Is this to be con-
sidered as a tribute to the deterrent influence of
the Poor-law? But there were two out of the
43 who had plenty of money, and yet elected to die
of starvation. Thomas Sloman had £24 10s. in

Id on him and three £5 notes in his room ; and

okm Miller bad in his possession a savings bank
beok with & balance of £33 1n his favour.

An American contem. .'ary, thirsting for
movelty, has inaugurated u« thoronghly charac-
teristic competition. It offers L’.,tm_dolltrs in

i for sermons, 1,000 dollars to be given to the

and the remaining 1,000 to be divided amon
she second, third, .and fourth. The ¢ editoria
eouncil” of the paper are to adjudicate on the
ehief prize, the others are to be deocided by a
plébiscite of readers. Among other conditiors of
she competition is a stipulation thav the clergy-
man winning the prize will be rxpected to devote
the money ** to the benefit of his ohurch or to any
eharity he may think worthy.” The last proviso
is somewhat elastic, for 1t is often pardonable for a
r parson to argue that charity shounld begin at
ome. We may flatter ourselves with the reflec-
tion that if so undigmfied a competition were
started in this country it would be foredocmed to
faslure.

A short time ago that enterprising journal,
Pearson’s Weekly, puln'.i-hvd a little deuunpt,.we
sketch of a Maori Princess supposed to be living
st the Antipodes. This Royal lady, described as
she daughter of the Maori King Paul, was said to
be blessed with an income of £7,000 a-year in her
ewn right. Being as high-spirited and ambitious
a8 she was beautiful, she had determined to bestow
her hand and fortune, not upon any Adonis of her
#wn colour, but only on some Englishman found
o be worthy of the honour. So tempting an offer
waas, of course, not to be missed, and we are in-
fermed that, since the sppearance of the above
imaginative sketch, several active but credulons
Britons bave applied at the London office of the
New Zealand Government for definite information
abous the romantic and dusky heiress. Alas! the
faots appear to be against them. There is ne
Maori Emg Paul—1here is no Princess. Worst of
all, there is no £7,000 a-year.

A Danish traveller gives, in nOopenha%an p:u‘rer,
an sccount of a visit which he recently paid to
Dinisulu, the erstwhile ** prisoner of St. elena.”
Whilst the Cape stesmer was coaling a party called
at the trim cottage where Dinizulu resided and
found the door shut, with a black woman sleermg
on the threshold, whilst the sound of melody
eame through the windows. The visitors were in-
formed that family worship was going on, but in a
A few minutes a fine tall young man, Dinizulu himself,
stepped forth to greet them. He was delighted to
ﬁn}J a Norwegian missionary who spoke Zulu,
though he expresses himself ﬂuentlf in English,
His dwelling-room seemed comfortable and pretty,
smug armchairs, & harmonium, bright pictures,
and trophies of weapons forming part of the fur-
piture, The guests were invited Lo an excellent
lumcheon, and s they steamed away in the evenin
she last they saw of St. Helena waa the figure o
Dinizulu waving his straw hat in farewell.

' The difficulty in obtsining the recruits necessary
%0 bring up the Guards to the full strength now
authorised, is shown by the announcememt just
made by the War Office. Men are offered a
Bomnty, to extend their three years' service with
the colours to seven, and those enlisted for seven
years a similar bounty, to extend the term to 12

ears. Still more striking, as an evidence of the

lock in recruiting, is that a number of men
belonging to the Reserve of the Guards, not ex-
oeeding 50 per batialion, are permitted to rejoin
the colours, will be presented with free knit,
receive good-conduct pay badges, and—if com-
manding officers approve—the rank they held on
sransfer to the Reserve. For a time, the War
Office authorities have endeavoured to minimise
the disheartening facts as to the recruitment for
the Guards. The standard was lowered, the
medical examination relaxed in vigour, and every
offort made to raise the numbers required to brin

the force to the strength at which it shoul
now stand. How complete has been the failure,
is evidenced by the announcement of changes that
are nothing short—in the case of the Guards at
least—of a complete abandonment of the short
service theories, so dear to the War Office authori-
fies, and involve the partial abolition of the rigid
system of the Reserve. We may hope that things
are in & better state in recruitments for the line.

In regard to the announcement that the canoni.
sation of Jeanne d’Arc may be expected shortlyit
may usefully be observed that to become a saint
after death seems to be almost ashard astobe asaint
when alive. It is only after the most rigorous and
searching examination that the Roman Catholic
Ohurch admits the aspirant to canonisation to the
sompany of the saints. The process is a compli-

/ eated one. Tuke, for instance, the case of Jeanne
{ D’Arc. In 1855 her claims were first brought be-
fore the notice of the Court of Rome. Several
technical faults were found in the application as

resented, and the case was dropped for the time

ing. In 1894 Jeanne's claims were again brought
forward, and after sume preliminary examination
she was delared Venerable. But that was onl
the first stage. The case waa then referred ba
#0 Orleans, and the Bishop instituted an exhaustive
examination into the claims of the Maid of Orleans,

This investigation necessitated 133 sittings of the
sommittes. The evidence collected has been for-
warded 1o Rome, and its 2,000 pages is now being
““authenticated.” When this has been done the
official commonly known as ** The Devil's Advo-
cate” will formulate his ubjections, to which the

ntative of the Bishop will reply. Both
antion! and the rejoinders will them be
ted and submitted to a tribunal which

to examine and report as to the technical
sorrectness of the application. After thisexamina-
tiem & fresh interchange of objections and replies
will take place between the ** Devil's Advocate”
sad the supporters of the would-be saint. The
real question aa to the saint’s claim to recognition
is then examined by the theologians connected
with the Congregation of Rites. If they are
approved the case will still have to be deliberated

m the Cardinals who are members of the

ation of Rites. The final decision i
asnounced by the Pope in general cougmgal.iz:‘ 5

EBvents have been crowding ug.:.n us 8o quickly
of Iate in China and Africa that we have had
listle time to think > ‘he affairs on the Indian
fromtier. Sir Bindow Beod, however, seems to be
earrying out his expedition with considerable
sucoess. At the very beginning of the present
sutbreak, it will be remembered, Sir Bindon
eporated in the neighbourhood of the Malakand,

' and finished off his duty with but few casualties.
The occupation of the Tanga Pass seems to have
h-equ;;ly well done, the general pursuing the
familiar but very effective tactics of turning the
enemy’s pr.eition instead of rushing it. The con-

aence was that there was no loss of hi_'e. and,

:1..-.. ia known, only one man on our side was

i | wounded. This 18 the sort of thing we expect in
' our little frontier wars, We cannot afford, after

#he fashion of Geperal Grant, to throw away vast

mumbars of lives to carry & ition. The work

Is the war correspondent to become an extinct
species, like the mammoth or the dodo? The
authorities who are attempting to gag the English
Press as to the Soudan campaign are really doing a
very foolish thing. A4 a matter of fact the
presence of epecial war correspondents of the type
hitherto sent out, al greal expense to newspaper
proprietors and at great penl to the correspon-
dents, has been the sateguard of the Army against
incorrect accounts. Aml the Presa has always
shown both di<cretion and pa riotism in publishing
reports from the scene of aution.

Messrs. Harland and Wulll, of Belfast, built
ships during 1897 whoxe combined tonnage
amounts to 84 240 tons,  This is not a bad record
for the strike yvar. At any rate it is believed to
be the record output of arv single = ipyard in the

world, The steamers averaged over 8,000 tons
each. Only one was wuder 5000 tons. There
were three over 10,001 tons, namely, the Cymric,

12,340 tons, the Hrasilia, 11,100 tons, and the
Briton, 10,248 tons. The Brasilia was built for
(German owners, The output of the fiem for 18396
was 81,000 tons, a sudden leap trom the 58,000
tons of 1895.

Mrs. Ayer, the wealthy American lady, who
died in Paris a few days ago, was a woman of a
remarkable character. Of humble origin, she had
excellent manners, was well read, and was a good
conversationalist. She wus a great favourite in
Parisian society, and may be remrmbered in Lon.
don, if for nothing elss, at least for a remarkable
dinner she gave at the Savoy some three yearsago,
Al the principal table eat the hostess, with the
Due d'Orleans on one hand and the American
Minister, Mr. Bayard, on the other. There was
a musical table, at which sat Mme. Chrigtine
Nilsson, Mme. Melba, Mme. Albani, Sir Arthur
Sullivan, and other notable musicians ; while other
tables were devoted to the drama, literature, un-
married girls, & Fach table was decorated with
special flowers—the musicians’ with roses, the un-
married ladies with white lilies, and the ** drama ”
with yellow asters.

Anybody not acenstomed to the amenities of
American newspaper warfare would paturally be
led to attach too zreat importance to the charge
of the New York Sun against the Herald. The
former ia stated to have suguested that the Iatter
has received Spanish muney in return for a sympa-
thetic attitude toward the claims and actions of
Spain in Cuba. We need hardly say that, knowing
nothing whatever of the subject, we do not ascept
the charge for a moment a8 well-founded, Nothing
is easier, in acountry where the law of newspaper
libel is virtually non-existent, than to fling such a
charge. Nothing is harder than to disprove it.
In the abzence of irrelutable dueumentary evidence
we shall hold the opinion that the charge has no
other toundation than tha fact that the Herald's
attitude toward Spain is not Lo be easily explained
by ordinary considerations of politics and
humanity.

It need not surprice us that there shonld be some
difference of opinion about historical events which
happened centuries ago when authorities cannot
even agree aboul things which have happened
during the last three months. Every day that
iper of Dargai becomes maddeningly confusing.
lI?"nrrst. of all his name w.g Milne, and the illustraved
apers gave a likenesa of a vouth so labelled ; next
Ee was said to be called F ndlater, and another
portrait, slightly different in appearance, was
published to meet the difficulty. Last week the
apers of the Fatherland claimed him as * made in
jermany,” but mercifully spared us the portrait.
This is confusing enough, bub worse remains,
The mysterious piper was at first playing some-
thing said to distinctly resembe an air, and known
a8 **Cock o' the North. Now we are told that
the sounds emanating from his bagpipe were,
properly speaking, ** The Haughs o’ Cromdale,” the
charge of the Gordonm clan. Moreover, the piper
was at first shot through the ankles, but continued
to play while lying on Lhe ground ; now we are
told That his first serious wound was in the chanter,
which is, we believe, the part of the bagpipe that
the noices come from. But whatever was his
name, and whatever he was playing, it is to be
feared that the libels of base Southrons on the bag-
pipes are justified if even the shooling away of
half the chanter does not stop their flood of
melody.

Following upon the generous act by which the
Queen last year handed over 15 acres of land to
Greenwich Park for public use, comes the announce-
ment that her Majesty has decided that the old
palace at Kew is to be opened as a public museum,
the grounds of the '* Queen’s co'tage * are to be
utilised in cornection with the ﬁardens, and the
State rooms at Kensington Palace, with Bir
Christopher Wren's famous Banqueting-room are
to be opened to the public. The traditions re-
lating to Kew Palace and the “ Queen’s Cottage”
cannot fail to attract all stud=nts of the Georgian
era, but in the popular mind they will doubtless be
eclipsed by the more intimate connection of Ken-
sington with the sovereign who now surrenders it
during her pleasure.  Not only have four of our
kings and queens died there, but her Majesty her-
felf was born there: it was there that the
announcement of her succession to the throne was
made to her and that her first Council was held.
Quite apart, therefore, from the thoughtful
liberality which has prompted her Majesty to
increase the means of enjoyment of her people, the
conceasion is interesting vs account of the historic
associations which cluster thickly round the build-
ings now to be dedicated to the publie,

Meteorologists and invalids are delighted at
the high temperatures of the present wiuter. In
the country the footsteps approaching spring are
very apparent to an observing eye, though in all
pro{nhiluy they will soon be vovered by a white
carpet of snow. Primroses are being found in the
coppices ; groundsel and red nettle have flowered
eunr.inuousﬁy since antumn, Rooks, always early
in building nests, are mating ; while thrushes sing
late and at early dawn. obins have ecorned to
approach houses hitherto. As usual, whorla of
leaves are decking the honeysuckle with emerald.
This plant is the earliest to show foliage, and it
will be followed ere long by the infforescence of
the hazel. Insects swarm under sunny hedges,
and if the flood-water were well out of the rivers
trout and grayling would rise as in spring.
Pleasant as the weather is to those who can enjoy,
it is far from being healthy for children. Scarlet
fever, measles, and catarrhs abound. The green
winter and the full churchyard are everywhers
exemplified, though in all probability more old

ple would be taken away by a spell of hard
r::st.. Farmers look dubiously at the wheat-crops,
which betray symptoms of being ** proud.” It is
probable that a seasonable winter, as it is called—
a due mixture of severs weather with warm wet
showers—is more healthy both for man and vege-
tation. Lately sutumn and spring have been
shaking hands,

Seeing the earnest writing lately noticeable in
French publications, againat the evils which spring
from the abuse of alcobolic drinks, it is to be
sumed that drunkenness is on the increase in
France. A league for coping with the evil exists
across the Channel known as the Anti-Alcolique
Society, the members of which, we rcad, are at
the present time conumf'-uting the opening of
Temperance cafés. Doubtless such establishments
might be useful, but it may be feared not to the
extent the members of the League imagine. The
greatest harm, it bas long been acknowledged in
¥rance, comes from absinthe drinking, more
especially from the wretched adulterated liquor sold
for 1t in"the poorer districts of the city. And it
is & known fact that, when once a person has
become addicted to that beverage, it is infinitely
more difficult to cure him of the habit than to over-
come intemperance which takes the form of beer
or wine drinking. In fact, most of the mischief in
France may, we are told, be ascribed to absinthe,
which, like morphia, gradually shatters the health
and destroys the intellect. Inveterate absinthe
drinkers, it may be feared, will never patronise
Temperance £afés, but, perhaps, as has been
suggested, since there is such & large increase
“oﬁd‘fi ot the consumption of absinthe, some
good might be effected by greater attention being

has to be ith as little loss of life as possible,
and the h‘.i.:z“g.‘::m“h he who most fully realies
~shin fast,

paid to the quality of
blial R 4 stuff sold at cheap

THE MURDER Or MR. TERRISS,

PRINCE AT THE OLD BAILEY,

PFRISONER ADJUDGUED INSBANE,

The final scene in the tragedy which has robbed
the English stage of the handsome presence and
histrionic ability of Me. William Terrizs was begun
at the Old Buiiley in dense fog. The court filled
rapidly until, when Mr. Justice Channell entered,
the place was already heavy with that over-
powering atmosphere, which seems to be met with
nowhere else than in a place of trial

When the name of the prizoner, Richard Archer
Prince, was called, he issued from the slaircase at
the back of the dock in the Inverness cape he has
worn on his other appearances to answer the charge
of murdering Wilham Charles James Lewin, an
he settled down with his arms on the rail of the
dock.

Asked whether he pleaded " Guilty” or * Not
Guilty,” the prisoner replied with studied deliber-
ation ** Guiluy, with great provocation.” Then,
speaking more quickly, he added: “I have a
favour to ask, my lord. I believe | am allowed by
the law of this country to have Queen's Counsel to
defend me and Lo watch over my interests. I
insist, if it is the law of Engianid, on having Queen’s
Counsel. My mother has not a penny of money to

y tor my defence, and it really ought to be paid
r:r by the people who drove me to this crime.”

The Judge : The law does not entitle you to the
services of Queen’s Counsel. You are entitled to
be defended 1f you requireit, or you are allowed to
defend yourself, assuming that you are ina con-
dition to doso.

The prisoner : Thank you, my lord. That will
be sufficient if I am allowed to defend myself.

The Judge : There is a gentleman present who
has been instructed by those who deem themselves
your friends, and he will detend you. If you take
my advice you will be satistied with his services.

I'he prisoner : Than you, my lord; if I am
sllowed to defend myself the counsel can go.

The Judge : You will not be allowed to defend
yourself in a general way if counsel undertakes the
duty for you. You will be permitted, however, to
zsﬂdreu the jury at a later stage, if you desire to

0 80,

The prisoner : If you will allow me, my lord, to
defend myself that will be all right.

The Judge : Then you will be defended by
counsel ?

The prisoner : Certainly, my lord.

Asked upon this to again pléad, Prince said,
“ Guilty, with the greatest provocation,”

The Judge: That is a plea unknown in law,
unless you plead for mercy upon it. I have not
taken your ples at present; I was dealing with
the question of your being defended by counsel,
mlnl I have not considered the question of your

Cl.

The Clerk of the Arraignsa: You must say
whether your plead guilty or not guilty.

The prisoner : I plead guilty, with the greatest
provocation,

The Judge: But you told me you would be
defended by counsel ?

The prisoner : Yes.

The Judge: Then you had better take the
advice of your counsel before you plead. The

lea which you have given is unknown in law.
ff you plead guilty, you plead guilty. As to
provocation, that is a question in an appeal for
mercy.

A whispered conversation ensued between Mr,
Kyd and the prisoner over therail of the dock, and
the upshot was that Prince pleaded “I am
advised to plead not guilty, and I plead not
guilty.”

Mr. Gill at once opened the case for the prose-
cution. He said the facts were of the simplest
possible character, and practically incapable of
beinﬁ disputed. The prisoner had said that he had
acted under great provocation, but counsel re-
minded the jury that provocation was no answer to
a charge of that kind.

Amongst the witnesset for the prosecution were
Mr. Tom Terriss and the prisoner’s landlady,
while Mr. Graves, the surveyor, the friend who
was with Mr. Terriss at the time when he was
struck down, recited once more how the deed was
done, and the police evidence given previously was
repeated.

Mr. Sands, for the defence, said his case was
that at the time the prisoner attacked Mr. Terriss
he was not of sound mind, and therefore not
responsible for his actions.

“vidence to prove mental weakness was then
given, the first witness called being the prisoner’s
mother, who was exiremely deaf. So much diffi-
culty was experienced in understanding the replies
she gave that the prisoner himself, at one point,
was constrained to shout across the court, *¢ gupuk
uﬁ, mother ; they can’t hear you.” A brother
(Harry Archer), a little niece (Maggie Manning
Archer), and & mumber of men who had known
and worked with the prisoner, both on and off the
stage, were called to testify to extravagant state-
ments and wild actions. As his niece, who was
dressed entirely in black, was leaving the witness.
box the prisoner essayed to shake hands with her,
He was prevented, however, whereupon he made
a lurch forward and then flung himself back,
wringirll:? his hands,

Dr. H. C. Bastian, who had kept the prisoner
under observation in HoMoway, gave it as his
opinion that the soner Was_of unsousd mind,
and probably had anu s0 for 'gome time, He was
led to that opinion because {hé prisoner was ex-
citable and incoherent in hi& conversation, and his
mnd was saturated with a number of delusions
and suspicions of persecution. He seemed Lo think
that people had been BM{Ig against him, or
“ blackmailing” him, as he ealled it, and that
these acts emanated from Mr. Terriss; id not
think the prisoner was capable of exercising self-
control at the time he attacked Mr. Terriss, In
cross-examination he added that the prisoner’s sct
appeared to be one of premeditation, but he was
quite sure that in the ordinary sense of the word
the man was insane at the time.

Dr. T. B. Hislop also regarded the prisoneras
insane, He was the victim of delusions of perse-
cution, and his attack on Mr, Terriss was the out-
come of those delusions,

Dr. Scott, of Holloway Gaol, concurred with the
expert evidence which had been given.

This concludel the evidence for the defence, and
Mr. Sands addressed the Court. Interest, how-
ever, waned rapidly in face of the evidence which
had been given by the medical experts, and the end
of the case was foreseen.

The Judge commented on the irresistible charac-
ter of the statements made by the doctors, and the
inevitable verdict was returned by the jury that
the prisoner was guilty of the murder of Mr. Ter-
rias, but that the state of his mind at the time he
committed the act was such as to render him not
accountable for his actions. The prisoner was there-
upon ordered to be confined at Broadmoor Asylum
during Her Majesty’s pleasure.

Betore he was taken from the dock the prisoner,
with a dramatic air, thanked everyone for the fair
trial given him, but he was cut short in his remarks,
and hurried below,

FIRE ON A STEAMER.

LAD BURNED TO DEATIL

A fire broke out the other night on board the
Irish steamer Xema, lying in Cumberland Basin,
Bristol. One of the cabins was destroyed, William
Hawkins, of Plymouth (the second steward), was
burned to death, and fireman Kidnay was suffoe-
ated. Hawkins, who was only 16 years of age,
finding himself cut off from escape, cried for assis-
tance through the port-hole, but it was found to be
impossible to rescue him, and by the time the fire
was extinguished he was burned to death. Several
other men, surprised by the fire while asleep, had
narrow escapes. The inquest was held pext day
on the bodies of the two men. The evidence
showed that the sleeping passengers escaped at
the first alarm, but Hawkins was late to rouse,
and the flames prevented his reaching the stairs of
the companion way. When he wildly thrust his
head through the port-hole the saloon seemed full
of smoke. The fireman cut a hele through the
deck just above him, and played wateron to him,
till the hole was large enough to get him out,
but his shrieks were frightful. He died ina few
minutes. Kidnay was suffocated. The origin of
the fire was not discovered. A verdict of “®Acei-

dental death” was returned.

A BARONET'S SUICIDE.

CORONER'S INQUEST.

With reference to the death of Sir Charles
Fairlie-Cuninghame which was recently announced
it appears that Sir Charles committed suicide atv &
London hotel. Tie inguest was held a few days
later at Bt. Ma:lin's Town Hall, by Mr. Troutbeck,
the Westminster enquirer. The evidence given at
the enquiry was to the following effect. Mr, Alfred
Edward Fairlie-Cuninghame, of Dawlish, Devon-
shire, identified the body as that of his brother,
who he last saw alive about a year ago. He had
no idea where the deceased had been living since
then. He was parted from his wife. Emily
Mary Peacock, chambermaid at the Hotel Vie-
toria, stated that the deceased baronet had
resided at the hotel for a week prior to his
death. In the evening of December 26th, at about
7 o'clock she heard a noise proceeding from
his room. The noise was like Lhe slamming of a
door. She heard a second noise shortly after the
first and a third noise a few seconds later,
coming suspicious she went to the door and cailed
out, but receiving no answer she entered the room
and found that the inoer door was locked. She
opened it with her master key, and in the room
saw Sir Charles huddled up in a corner. There
was 8 wound in his head.—Mr. Arthur Guest,

manager of the hotel, deposed that the deceased
baronet had frequently stayed there. Nothing
peculiar had been noticed about him. At about

6.30 on the eveniog of Sunday, December 26th,
witness saw him in the simoking-room, and he then
seemed Lo be all right. He was informed of the
noiees heard in Sir Charles’s room, and of his
being found in the corner as described. He
went into the room himself, and found the
deceased with the wound in his head.—Dr. G,
E. Haslip, of Northumberland-avenue, said he
was called to Hotel Victoria to the deceased.
When he arrived Sir Charles was dead. He hai a
wound in his head, and there was blood about,
The deceased was sitting in front of the looking-
glass when he shot himself. Death was due to a
ullet wound. The bullet had flattened against
the opposite side of the skull to which 1t had
entered. To all appearances the wound had been
self-inflicted. There appeared Lo have been two
shots fired. One bullet was found in the head,
and another had in all probability been fired up
the chimney to test the weapon, A letter,
identified by Mr. Alired Edward Fairlie Cuning-
hame being in the deceased’s handwriting, was
produced. It expressed regret to the hotel
authorities for any annoyance and inconvenience
he was about to cause them, and requested that
his relatives and Lady Cuninghame might be
communicated with. It also gave directions for
the handing over of certain of his personal effects ;
further, that his body shouid not be taken to &
public mortuary.—The jury returned a verdict of
suicide, adding that there was no evidence to show
the state of the deceased’s mind at the time.

BREACHES OF PROMISE CASES,

““ A MATTER OF PRAYER.”

At the London Sherifl’s Court, before Mr. Under-
Sheriff Burchell and a jury, the remitted ase of
Day v. Bonook came on for the assessment of
damages. It was an action in which the plaintiff,
Eilen Day, s spinster, of Marquis-road, Camden-
square, N., brought an action against Henry Snook,
oli‘ Tobley-road, Tufnell Park, to recover damagea
for breach of promise of marriage. The plaintiff
is a scientific dressmaker, while defendant was a
Board School schoolmaster. Plaintiff claimed £250
as damages.—Mr. Mallinson (for the plaintiff) said
that the parties first met at Brighton in 1891, but
the engagement did not tuke place until 1892,
The first intimation of the bresking off the engage-
ment was the receipt of a posteard, in which the
defendant said: ** My dear Nell,—Having made
the stipulation I told you of some time ago, I have
my doubts about you going to the soirée with me,
and I have again made it a matter of prayer, o [
can’t aek you to come to-morrow.” ovember
20 he wrote : ** I really must be set free at least for
three months. I feel there is other work tor you™
(laughter). On another occasion he wrote: *I
feel positively certain that it is the wish of Provi-
dence for you to be released. There is, indeed,
other work for you (laughter). Another letter
stated : **I offer you £20 if you agree to accept
freedom now " (laughter). —Evidence having been
taken, the jury assessed the damages at £100.

PANTOMIME ACTRESS AXD DRAPER'S ASSISTANT,

Another breach of promise case at the same
Court was that of Powell v. Lloyd. The plaint:ff
was Miss Constance Powell, aged 19 years, a music
hall artiste and pantomime actress, residing at 27,
Rupert-street, Shaftesbury avenue, and the defen-
dant, John Davis Lloyd, a draper’s assistant, living
at Walker’s-court, Shaftesbury-avenue. — Mr.
Jacobs stated that the plaintiff, not being of age,
sued by her father. The defemdant had some
E:ivnta means, and in November last the parties

cime acquainted in London, and almost imme-
diately the defendant proposed, and he waa
accepted. The marriage was arranged to take
place at St. Peter’'s Church, St. James’s, a few
days later. The night before the marriage was to
take place the curate called at the plaintif°a house,
and asked the defendant, who was staying there,
whether he would agree to the marriage ceremony
taking plase at 10 o'clock instead of
11, That was agreed to, and although the plain-
tiff arrived at the church the following morning at
five minutes to 10 the defendant had pot pat in an
appearance, and she left at 11 o'clock. She had
expended about £20 on her trousseau and other
necessary articles. Further than that, the plaintiff
had been compelled to give up an important pro-
fessional engagement at Southport, where she was
engaged at £2 10s. & week to appear as second boy
in Milton Boyd's pantomime,—Miss Constsoce
Powell, the plaintiff, a tall, prepossessing young
lady, subsequently bore out counsel’s opening
statement. She had not the slightest suspicion
that she would be jilted in 8o cruel & manner.—In
summing up the Under-Sheriff described the de-
fendant’s conduct as dishonourable and unmanly.—
The jury assessed the damages at £75,

BURIED BY CANDLE-LIGHT,

An extraordinary occurrence took place at Esher
the other day. A funeral attended the parish
churchyard at 4 o’clock, but neither rector nor
curate sppeared, and after scouring the village
over an hour the curate hurried up to the church.
Meanwhile the mourners remained in the car-
risges, insisting that the corpse should be met at
the entrance of the churchyard in the ordinary
way. Everybody shivered with cold, and in order
to guide the mourners candles were placed on
tombstones and round the grave.

THE BURNLEY TRAGEDY,

At Burnley George W. Howe, a collier, accused
of the manslaughter of John K. Pickup, surface
foreman at the pit at which he worked, was com.-
mitted for trial to the assizea. The only new
evidence elicited was that after the prisoner had
surrendered, stating that he had killed Jack
Pickn?, he heard the officer say *‘ Pickup was not
dead,’ whereupon prisoner said, * If I hed known,
I would have given him more ; I have had it on my
crop three weeks. I went for my work back, and
I said, if I don’t get work, his time will be short,
Jack has taken bread out of my children’s
mouths, and I'll take it out of thine.”

FIGHTING IN THE CONGO STATE,

A REBEL VICTORY,

A letter dated from Uvirs, on Lake Tan-

nyika, dated 18th November, received at

russels through Boma, anpounces that the re-
volted Batatelas have attacked and defeated a
detachment of Congo troops on the north of the
lake, The commander of the troops was killed,
Baron Dhanis, whose headquarters have been at
Lokandu, in Manyema, during the few
months, writes that he has personally taken direc-
tion of operations againat the rebels,

wiZiTOME OF NEWS.

General Booth and his staf sailed on Satarday
from Southampton for New York.

The two firemen who were injured in the recens

Glasgow fire show signs of improvement.

Sir Nicholas (’Conor left London on Saturday to
resume his duties as her Majesty’s Ambassador in
St. Petersrurg,

Mr. J. H. Biddulph Pinchard, one of the leading
solicitors of vhe West of England, died at Tauaton
on Saturday morning, aged 66.

The approaching resignation ie announced of
Mr. T'homas Boumphrey, manager of the Cunard
Line, a position he has tilled for about a decade.

Two new batteries are to be eonstructed at
Hulifax, Nova Scotia, for the further defence of
the city. The werk will be commenced in the
llll'lhg.

The death is announced at Augusta, Georgia, of
Mr. Mosés P. Handy, who had been appointed
United States Commissioner for the Paris Exhibi-
tion of 1900,

Forty-three persons were declared by coron rs'
juries to have died from starvation or to have had
their deaths accelerated by privation during the
year 1896 in London,

A lLeeds master printer named John Henry
Kershaw committed suicide on Baturday by
hanging himself in the Oxford-place Wesleyan
Chapel.

Henri Mercier, a Frenchman, was sentenced at
Fulkestone Quarter Sessions on Saturday to four
months' hard labour for illegally sending indecent
books through the post.

Lientenant Millot, of the French Soudan staff,
visited Wa, in the Gold Coast Hinterland, and was
entertained by the British officers of the garrison.
Mutual civilities were exchanged.

According to a telegram from Havana, Lieut.-
Colonel Soto aud 20 Cuban insurgents have come
in and laid down their arms, being satisfied with
Spunish autonomy. The secretary of the Cuban
“ I’resident” and others have also submitted.

During the past six months six incendiary fices
have occurred in Lecknampstesd, Buckingham-
shire. and on Saturday George Franklin was com-
mitted for trial on the eharge of being the author
of ane of them.

On Saturday evening John Keirby Pickup, the
bank-pit foreman at the Towaeley Colliery,
Burnley, died at the hospital from injuries alleged
to have been inflicted by George Howe, collier,
who . ave himself up to the police.

On Saturday afternoon Sir John Brunner, M.P.,
gave another proof of his munificence to districts in
the Northwich Parliamentary Division, when he
handed the deeds conveying a school containing
all modern improvements to the Barnton Parish
Council.

News reaches the Malay Maul of & grim tragedy
at Ratta Panjang in Perak. A [amil crushed nis
wife to death with a block of stome as she lay
as=lecp in the house and then threw his child on to
the road.

An Angers telegram reports that the influenza
raging there hasattacked a large number of hers-s
througliout the district, and many animals, includ-
n!% some of considerable value, have succumbed.

‘'he Paris Figare publishes, under all reserve, a
report that serious trouble broke out in Tonguin
towards the end of December, bul declares that,
according to information which has been received
quite recently, order has been restored.

Bome excitement was caused st & fire which
broke out early on Saturday morning at Hoxton,
London, by the three female inmates having to
drop from the window. They were caught by the
crowd, and escaped without any serious injury,

A coroner’s jury returned a verdict on Saturdsy
of **Buicide while of unsound mind ” in the case
of Sidney Harrison, an assistant keeper at the
Zoological Gardens, London, who shot himself
with a range rifle. The evilence showed that
Harrison had first tried to poison himself by
swallowing & quantity of carbolic acid.

Sir John Dunne, Chief Constable of Camberland
and Westmoreland, has received a beautiful gold
cigarette case, ornamented with diamonde, from
the Emperor of Russis, in remembrance of services
rendered to the Czar and Cezarins during their
journey through the North of Bogland.

A telegram from Rome states that the British
authorities in Somaliland have resolved not to
}:armit. Prince Henri d'Orléans to land at Zeila,
rom which port he had intended to begin his next
African expedition.

A private letter to the Rome Tribuna states
that Signor Bacchetoni, an Italian builder in Con-
stintinople, who refused to give gratuities to
municipal agents, was bastinadoed by the agenta,
who wers assisted by a number of soldiers. Bome
Italians who saw the outrage went to the suecour
of their compatriot, and a free fight took place in
which Signor Sscchetoni was wounded. He was
also robbed by his assailants,

Seven murderers were executed in the United
States on one day recently, including five negroes
in the South, of whom three were hanged at Bgunn-
ville, Louisiana. One of the negroes eonfessed to
baving committed 10 murders, among his vietims
being several Italians,

The number of actions heard in the County
courts of England and Wales during the year 1896
was 701,712, and the gross amount of money re-
oeived to the credit of suitors was £1,605,807, In
the City of London Court the sctions tried were
16,386, and the amounts paid into court reached
£64,490.

A cerlain number of Russiau provincial news-
flpﬂl‘l will be allowed to appear as from Jan

(Old Style) without being previously submitted
to the censors, It is iuundgodpbo extend gradually
this privilege to the whole of the provincial press,
The contents of the papers, however, will be nar-
rowly scrutinised.

In memoritlisl:ﬂ the Home Secretary on the
subject of habitual drunkards, the Scarborough
Magistrates state that the provisions of the
eriminal law are altogether inn(ﬁqult-e to deal with
persons of this character, and euggest their eom-
pulsory detention, though not in prison, for much
longer periods than allowed by the Licensing Act.

On Saturdsy afternoon Professor Heatom, the
well-known diver. dived from a specially-con.
structed platform, 50 feet high, at Queen’s Bridge,
intv Belfast Harbour, Fully 15,000 persons wit-
nessed ' he exhibition.

The School Board for Crowland (Lincolnshire)
have had before them the report of their pupil
teachers’ examinations, the unsatisfactory character
of which is attributed to the indulgence of the
teachers in sport to the detriment of study. The
headmaster declared that he had done his best for
the teachers, but when the staff devoted so much
of their time to cricket and football it was impos-
sible to secure good results. The board have de-
cided to have the teachers before them at the mext
meeting, and to go into the matter.

At Brighton on Saturday the Duchess of Fife,
who was accompanied by the Duke of Fife, opsned
the new municipal school of science and technology,
and the Mayor presented Her Royal Highness with
a gold key set with turquoises as a souvepir of the
occasion. The Duke of Fife, in declaring the
institution open on behalf of the Duachess
expressed the gratification it afforded them to

rticipate in the ceremony, and tendered the

ayor snd Corporation thanks for the cordislity
of the reception,

The great mill of Messrs Borsig and Co., in the
Moabit quarter of Berlin, was totally destroyed by
fire tt.im other night. The damage was very
great.

The lo=s of a large steamer was reported ab
Besuduc (France) on the night eof Devember 31.
It has been ascertained that the ill-fated vessel was
the Louis, of Nantes, which sailed from Cardiff for
Marseilles on December 17 with 1,700 tons of roal.
On the 27vh she left Cadiz, where she bad pu: .uin
order to continue her voy to Marseilles. She
earried s crew of 15 men ; the bodies of four bave
b“;lpic“d nkp on th:h buchs . "

ew weeks e Scarboro tion
E%r&l;o to lels.m.lIl t..l's? School Board :ls thmvn

,000, which the uire for the pur of
building higher gnge schools, now inpmm of
erection, at interest of 3} per cent. per snnum.
The School Board have replied that they canm
obtain the money elsewhers at 3 per cent., and
they ask the Corporation if they mﬁ' demand the
higher rate of interest, The Corporation have
replied in the affirmative, and this despite the fact
that they have some £40,000 borrowed from Lloyds
Bank at 2 per cent., and that the whole of the

Three drowning fatalitics are reported st He
weod in hl'l(ﬂ-!higl. 1

There sre 15 cases of typhoid in Hartlepey
Workhouse, chiefly among chi dren.

At Gateshead, on Momnday, Charles Smith,
Aberdeen man, was commilled for trisl for
murder of his wife.

UNK

E MYSTER)

At Bromley, Kent, on Monday, Alfred Henry, Mrs. E. D,
um:-legged man, wans fined £3 and costs for bein or “ The .
drunk and ill-treating & horse. o A lesd

WB rrgrat. to llﬁ:ﬂ(li the death Of Mr. B 'Dﬂl't," e AN
Marks, K. A., which occarred at his residence § the
fondon, on Bunday,

A numerously-signed petition, containing ows G
11,000 names, has been forwarded to the Ho MUBA
Secretary, praying for a reduction of the sents
of 10 years passed on the man Golding at * aa early on & ¢
Northampton Assizes for attemy:’ he first wes uf
swreLheart, pefore the Heps

On Monday the five yea szl g Bay Beauny,
geant-Major Scrase, Army 8 Curp been cowpleted
a shocking death in his qua: e+ racks i snd Captsin I
Allershot, She was remov 4 1ot pox-lsrice and bher §
from the fire when it droppe 2 pioafore angming. And
set it on fire. She was enve. | s, Hiupes whefjther in the old

the Sergeant-Major rushed io
but the -hild died,

A cablegram has heen rece:
Btates Minister to Korea sts
mother died on Baturday last, .-
will monrn for her 27 days.

Mr. Thomas Mackeugie ha
the New Zealand Government

pat

her =2 Eisg over the
= o E‘ of that
U nites ightdy livde

feam t;,
w. Eaw O

*he 2 .uerm
nabbh g
beet AP inted

vl s goern el

the Imperial Institute, Mr. Mockeome o
now residing in Eogland, occupied o 1e0 i
r[)-l'..i-m in New Zealand, and was vembe

ouse of Representatives for the lioiol o0 (T gp
in that eolony.

At the Royal Academy on Moniay, Sic ¥,
Richmond, B A., delivered an i:lorestins 503 e
on the lives and works of Willina Macris, Lo
Leighton, and Sir Johin Millais, + -om be regarg

as three of the truest artists o! L/

The remains of the late M.,
for many !ye-rw secretary of
B siety of Railway Servants
Abney Park Cemetery on Mond 3
of a large number of mourners.

The Queen has graciously cor .ente! tr
ing of the O d Palace, at Kew, asa uanli
to the opening of the State roowm. ! e
Pulace, and to the addition o’
wick Park.

A disturbance is reported to have cuiu..
the Mokran distriet (Beluchistan), where the lo
Khan has arisen and attacked Turbst, which
within territory under the Khan of Khelat's i
fluence, several men being killed.

News has been received st Cape Town
Aliwal North that la numbers of Basutos
assembled at Palmiet Fontein, and that the o
look is serious. The cause of the present distm
ances is the refusal of Masuphs to deliver up
son Moekeotsi to the authorities, for assault
gaol-breaking in the Orange Free State.

News comes from Persia that the disord
which have been reported for some time -
fast approaching a erisis, and that the position
the Bnah is becoming precarious in the extre

A meeting, attended by 2,000 women, hash
held iu Berlin to protest sgsinst the methods
the police as exemplified in the recent arrest
subsequent treatment of a girl named Képp
The resolution sdopted will be laid belore
Reichs

Leciuring at the London Institution on Mond
Mr. F. C. Belous denied that the natives of Bo
Africa were incapable of gralitude and desti
of feelings. If & white man gave a Kaffir :
to be i:iufnl. he probably would be. Bo
people efoken of Matabelelsnd as a d
bat that it was not. It was well wooded,
dulatiog, snd decidedly plessant.

Mr. H. Broadhurst, M.P., is lying at Overs :
Cromer, rather seriounsly indisposed. In the eour
of bis public engagements st the end of the yeas
he contracted a series of colds, and was comp
prostrated at Christmss. Since that time b
made very slight progress, and it will, it is ez
pected, be some weeks before he oan resume ki
public duties,

Mr. C. D. Gilbert, of Trelissick, Truro, Cors$
wall, met with a serious sccident on Monday,
while hunting with the Mesth Hounds, at Hayes
Town, the reside. ce of the Hon. H. Burke,
injared gentleman was conveyed to his rooms
Navan, and was attended immediately by
Ballivan.

At Boutham, Warwickshire, on Monday, G
Potts, late agent to sn insursoce compsay,
committed for trial on -nnAl‘:::fs of fo
and passing bogus cheques. was
st Robledo, Spain, some weeks ago, in mistake
& notorious Anarchist, and conveyed Lo this com
subsequently.
In the week ending January 8th there were |
bills of sale registered in Eoglasd snd Wales,
liﬂnio!-hn- i ud-" ldmﬂ(l [l
receiving orders gazet Dum , showing
daoml-s of 19, and the pumber of registe:
deeds of arrang t was 37, s decrease of 12.
Stubbs’ Weekly Gazetie.
At Kettering County-court on Mondsy, Jud
e allowed an aged widow £40 and eo
against s herbalist's assistact, named Neville,
so negligently setting her broken arm thas she
permanently disabled. The medical testimony
showed that had the fracture been p y tre
no permanent injury would have resulted.
Henry Robinson and William Lunnell,
eribed as commercial travellors, of Leicester, we
on Monday, st Northampton, committed for tri
at the assizes on a charge of forging snd utteriag
two bills of exchange for £30 4s. snd £28 19a
the name of Messrs. Biggs and Co., of Leic
The bills were issued to the Northampton
m:.a;i’wtm who had supplied Robimson
goods.
Daring the oconcluding run with the Bel
Hounds on Monday, Mr. R. B. Muir, of Newpe
Lodge, Melton Mowbray, met with sn socid:
In taking & fence his horse encountered some wis
and fell, throwing its rider heavily, Mr, Muir di
located his elbow, snd was much shaken.

A married womano of Burton Latimer(Northants.
named Luddington, whose mind had become w
hinged, deliberately stood in front of an spproac
ing train at Isham and was knocked down ac
killed befors the engine could be brought to
wT::ulL .

Barnsley Borougl Magistrate on onds]
remanded George Henry Lomsx, 25, of Sheffield)
to Thursday npext, on & charge
house of John Winter, insurance
street, Barnsley, and steali
dant, sod other articles. prisoner
markable record. In 1883, when & lad, he
whipped, sent to a training-school, and aft :
served 18 months and several shorter periods o
hoa:u ::d :mhom breaking.

ondsy evening, resulti from aa
made by Father , B m“:o‘ﬁngd influer
gentlemen was held at Northwich to consider
raising of funds for famine-stricken
Irelsnd. The rev, gentleman,

vious day, condemned the Government for
performing ite g;ty.tb-r-un ing that
was governed s DArTOW- cligns f
Dablin Castle, who took litile inm" in ¢
L pariched oetre the Vimmern oo e Bt
L eors fan

i:l!’ tr.’h-iﬂu h"h.:bu

ocoun t own affsr
e e Tt et

r. o8 Was one erson
the annual dinner of the Wolverhampton Ul ,
of Commerce. After the long depression .
began with the Baring crisis in 1890 & revival
trade had, be pointed out, ccourred in 1896
continwed through 1898 and the grester g
1897. Unfortumty, however, the com
of 1897 did not sustain the trade levsl o
revious years owing to political and indusir
dificulties. Wo would have to put forth all o¥

energies to maintain our in manu
tures which we had hitherto eon

Sir Charles Dilke, at Newnham-on-Severn
Mondsy, announced thst Lord Balisbury’s forei
licy would be lormally indicted as soon as F
isment met. As to the Far Bast, Sir Charles s
the future of Mr. McLeavy Brown's position
Corea was less important than his ultimste positi
in China. ThatfamousIrishman had beenBir Rob
Hart's most trusted sssistant, and was the o

rates come out of the same pockets,

most competent to succeed to the of Ch#
Commimioner of Chinese Customs. Lo




