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NEWS NOTES. 

The news is confirmed that King Mwanga has 
been badly beaten in Budu, and that Uganda is 
finally relieved of his presence, while the Germans 
have him as a guest. The latter part of the 
intelligence will give tho greatest pleasure to those 
who know Central Africa. W e are sure Kaiser 
William's officers will enjoy his Majesty's society. 

On the 27th ult. Succi terminated his prolonged 
fast, and left the small room in which he had been 
entombed fpr 17 days. His exit was watched by 
the Vigilance Committee which had been specially 
constituted to watch him, and by a numerous 
public. The first part of his fast was concluded on 
the 20th. ; but instead of breaking it, as he had 
arranged, he elected at the last moment to continue 

' it for another week. During his fast Succi has lost 
lOkili . After finally leaving his " l iv ing tomb," 
he went with his frtends to the Caf6 Strampa 
Toscana, where he partook of soap, a raw steak, and 
some sparkling Asti. 

Many attempts have heen made to enumerate 
the Kaiser's accomplishments, but the undertaking 
is fruitless, because every day witnesses the addi-
tion of some fresh talent, natural or acquired, to 
the encyclopaedic list. During his recent visit to 
the Emperor of Austria, William II. is said to 
have revealed himself in quite a new light. After 
the State banquet, when the two Sovereigns and a 
few favoured guests retired to enjoy a quiet 
cigar, his Majesty is said to have produced a 
couple of packs of cards—from his helmet ?—and 
amused the company with conjuring tricks, show-
ing a dexterity which might have made him a 
dangerous rival to Dobler or Betram. 

Young Mr. Walter Savage Landor, who dwelt 
for a time among the hairy Ainus of Japan, has 
been seeking in the interests of an enterprising 
contemporary to penetrate the well-kept secret 
of ages by going to Lhassa. But the Tibetans 
were too many for him. After nearly all his local 
servants had deserted him, the subjects of the 
Grand Lama took him and two attendants 
prisoners, loaded them with chains, tortured 
them, ordered them out for execution, and did 
we know not what except put them to death. 
Instead of doing that they put them out of Tibet, 
and now Mr. Landor is safe back in India, but not 
with a whole skin, seeing that he has 22 wounds 
of sorts. We are sorry for Mr. Landor. He is a 
promising artist, an interesting and painstaking 
writer, and a bold traveller. If he did not proceed 
very wisely in trying to win through the Tibetan 
wilds to the carefully-guarded capital, he is none 
the less to be condoled with on that account. 

Few people on this side the Atlantic realise the 
magnitude of the traffic on the gre3t American 
lakes. Comparing the average number of vessels 
passing through the Suez Canal with that of the 
Soo Canal, the traffic of the former is insignificant. 
The average of steamers passing through the 
Egyptian waterway is 3,434, whilst those using 
tho connecting channel of the lakes number 17,956, 
whilst, if we come to tonnage, the American canal 
shows 16,806,781 tons against the Suez Canal's 
8,448,246. Five years ago there wa- not a Teasel 
on the lakes of 5,000 tons displacement. Now 
there are at least 20 of 8,500 tons, all hish-powered 
screw steamers. Steel cargo steamers are now 
being constructed 415 feet in length, with 48 feet 
beam. Thia. means that vessels are plying on the 
lakes larger than the average ocean steamer. 
European notions of a lake do not comprehend the 
vision of these huge hulls, with all the surround-
ings of a great seaport. 

Second-class traffic on railways, which has been 
under a cloud of late, and was abandoned years 
ago by the Midland Company, appears to be look-
ing up, judging from railway statistics of 1896. 
First-class passengers showed an increase of 3'3 per 
cent., third-class 4 1 per cent., but second-class 
topped the list with 6'4 per cent. This has been 
only obtained, however, by the reduotion of 
seoond-olass to a slight excess over third-olass. 
Taking the London and North-Western as an 
example, and the Board of Trade returns for 1896 
as a datum, a person would have to travel for 80 
years 10 hours a day, and for 10 hours every day 
at a speed of 60 miles a day, before his relatives 
oould claim compensation for his death. Such 
assiduity is not given to ordinary men, even if the 
average human life permitted its exercise. 

There has for some time past been much con-
troversy on the question whether lunacy is or is 
not considerably on the increase in this country. 
That the number of nominal lunatics is increasing 
is too well substantiated. But then it is said the 
increase is more apparent than real, as many are 
now, on account of the more humane treatment, 
certified and classified as lunatics, who were 
formerly kept at home, or in Bmall establishments. 
But there is no doubt that suicides have been for 
some time past, and are, considerably on the in-
crease. This is a notorious fac t ; and suicides in 
99 out of 100 are declared by coroners' juries of 
unsound mind. Whether these jury verdicts are 
i * spirit and fact true, we will not venture to say. 
If true one kind of lunacy is conspicuously on the 
increase in our midst. And it it not unreasonable 
to infer that the stress of modern competitive life 
and tho irresistible trend of our material civilisa-
tion are productive ol lunacy, as they certainly 
assist to multiply suicides. 

The expedition which is going out to Niger-
land in the Loanda is of the utmost importance. 
Tho vessel wil take out two sectional gun-boats, 
the Heron and the Jaokdaw, whioh only draw 
18 inches of water, and are intended to 
up the Niger, at any rate, as far as Boussa. _ 
is said that the 1st West India Regiment will be 
seat from Jamaica to take part in the expedi-
tion, and, if so, the movement of troops will 
be extensive. It iB evident that this has to do 
with the negotiations which will shortly be re-
sumed in Paris on tho matters in debate be-
tween England and France on the West Coast 
of Africa, and it points to the fact that we in-
tend to occupy effectively the territories in our 
sphere of influence. The French have for a long 
time past been carrying on a policy of bluff, ana 
ooolly attempting to cut our colonics off from all 
access to their hinterland. They have intruded 
upon that part of the Niger territory which 
admittedly belongs to ns, with the hope of being 
able to point to accomplished facts, and to carry 
out their great idea of an African Empire, stretch-
ing from Algiers to the WeBt Coast, and from the 
West Coast to Abyssinia. I t is satisfactory to 
learn that we are not going to give way to them any 
more, and that while wo have no intention of en-
croaching upon their own sphere, we mean to 
maintain oar own. 

Aluminium is supplanting copper in trolley line 
wires for electric traction. Its advantages are 
lightness, strength, and resistance to corrosion. It 
has only 60 per cent, of the conductivity of copper, 
but it is three and a half times as b'ght. There is 
no reason why it should not be employed with 
advantage in telegraph and telephone wires, but in 
cables the greater bulk necessary would militate 
against its superseding copper. 

The Indian Government ha3 at last succeeded in 
effecting the arrest of one of the murderers of Mr. 
Rand and Lieutenant Ayerst. The prisoner, who 
is a young Brahmin and an advocate named 
Damodar Chapekar, has confessed the crime. I t 
was supposed at the time that the crime was 
entirely connected with the dissatisfaction felt at 
the plague measures, but from the instructive 
account of Damodar Chapekar's antecedents this 
appears not to be the case. Damodar was refused 
admittance to the army, and seems to have become 
embittered againBt the authorities long before the 
plague. 

Lord Armstrong has stated in a letter, read at 
the annual meeting of the company whioh bears 
his name, that the output of the famous works at 
Elswick during the year was unprecedented. The 
number and aggregate tonnage of the warships now 
in hand is greater than has ever been the case at 
one time in any private yard or in any single 
arsenal. With respect to the engineering dispute, 
Lord Armstrong rejoicea that the company's estab-
lishment in Italy is rendering useful aid, and it is 
capable of development to almost any extent. 

Since the " n e w woman" has come into exist-
ence the mother-in-law has been rather relegated 
to the background of domestic life. She retains 
her hold on the present generation chiefly through 
the novelist and the dramatist, who are unwilling 
to discard so useful an item from their stock-in-
trade. Still, it iB interesting that in Abyssinia 
custom, which is always stronger than law, has 
Ion? since dealt satisfactorily with a question 
which to this day occasions grave difficulty in 
various countries of Europe. On no account is an 
Ethiopian mother permitted to see her daughter 
until a whole year has elapsed since the marriage 
of the latter. Even then it is considered bad taste 
to make frequent or prolonged visits, for fear of 
appearing to meddle unduly in the affairs of the 
new household. 

Honours in the Berlin Chess Tournament have 
gone to youth, and our Mr. Blackburne, after 
flattering English hopes for several days, finishes 
on'y third. But his performance is a very credit-
able one, none the less, for in the mental stress of 
_ long tournament youth has a knaok of being 
served, and Mr. Blackburne was a famous tourna-
ment player when some of his competitors were 
too young to know the difference between a pawn 
and a rook, except by the size. His viotory in the 
Berlin tournament would have beeH a highly 
popular one, for there haS been a revival of interest 
in chess during the last few years, though there 
have been very few new " E n g l i s h " masters. 
Lasker, the champion of the world, plays as an 
Englishman, but Blackburne is English born, and 
has for a quarter of a century been looked upon as 
the first of " E n g l i s h " masters. 

British scientists should feel a glow of pride at 
the news that Darwin's theory of the formation of 
coral islands has been confirmed by the experi-
ments of the expedition dispatched by the Sydney 
Geographical Society to the Ellice Islands. The 
diamond drill has penetrated 557ft. into the coral 
without reaching the bottom of the formation. 
Now, Darwin, who studied the subject during the 
voyage of the Beagle, set himself to account for the 
strange fact that, whereas the reef building coral 
do not flourish at greater depths than about 100ft. 
of water, the reefs are found to go down below 
that level. The old theory was that the coral for-
mations began to grow on the tops of submarine 
mountains of volcanic formation. Darwin, how-
ever, could not believe in this " hill-top " theory, 
which necessitates the assumption that there is a 
mountain height exactly underneath every coral 
formation. He, therefore, propounded the theory 
of the subsidence of the ocean bed, according to 
whioh the reef-builders began their work in the 
shallow water of the coasts of islands, their founda-
tions being slowly carried downwards while they 
themselves worked upwards. The faot that it has 
now been found impossible to reach the bottom of 
the coral-builders' works certainly goes to confirm 
his view of the origin of these wonderful works of 
nature. 

The home public will doubtless endorse the 
cashiering of Captain 8earle, of the Cape Town 
Highlanders, on his own admission that he ordered 
the decapitation of the corpse of the Beohuana 
Chief, Luka Jantje. Such grossly barbaric treat-
ment of the dead body of an enemy is wholly out of 
accord with the modern spirit of publio opinion, 
not to refer to any higher standard. It indicates 
a bluntiiess of feeling that ought to have no place 
in a military body, especially in the breast of an 
officer. So also may all other officers and 
men be dismissed from their corp3 when they 
degrade themselves and our common humanity 
with suoh deeds. At the same time, it is gratify-
ing to see that the charges of barbarous cruelty in 
the Langeberg expedition are now under examina-
tion before the resident magistrate at Griquatown. 
Captain Pringle, of the Tapkuil Rifles, and five 
men—all of the men bearing Boer names—are 
before the Court. Mr. Crouch, who brought the 
charges, has appeared and been examined on oath. 
The report of the evidence, however, ib incomplete, 
and comment must be reserved. We must hope 
that the investigation will be thoroughgoing and 
conclusive one way or the other. 

An innovation of considerable importance will 
mark the beginning of the legal year on the 25th 
October. Previous to the commencent of busi-
ness in the Royal Courts, a service will be held 
in Westminster Abbey, ai, whioh the Judges will 
attend in State, according to their custom at the 
holding of assizes in other cities. It is expected 
that a large number of the Bar, as well as officers 
of the Court, and other persons connected with 
the law, will be present at the Abbey in their 
official costumes. In this respect the authorities 
of the Established Church are but following the 
precedents provided by other Christians. Re-
cently, Roman Catholic barristers inaugurated the 
term by a service in the Sardinia Chapel, Lincoln's 
Inn-fields, and Nonconformist members of the 
profession also held a preliminary devotional 
meeting. Though the ceremony of opening the 
Commission for Assizes in the counties invariably 
includes an attendance at church, with 6ermon 
by the sheriff's chaplain, this is the first time the 
ordinary sittings of the Law Courts in London 
have been preceded by a State religious service. 

BANQUET TO SIR WILFRID 
L A U R I E R . 

The banquet given by the Toronto Board of 
Trade to Sir Wilfrid Laurier in honour of his 
return from his visit to England as the represen-
tative of the Dominion at the Queen's Jubilee was 
one of the most brilliant and successful ever known 
in the oity. The guests were a. thoroughly repre-
sentative gathering, including, prominent members 
of every branch of commerce and every profession. 
Tho tribute accorded the Premier when he rose to 
epeak was a hearty and unanimous one, and showed 
the warm esteem in which he is personally held by 
his political opponents as well as by the members 
of his own party. In the course of his remarks 
Sir Wilfrid Laurier said : — " I have been accused 
by some of treason to Canada, and by others of 
committing an awful blunder, because, while insist-
ing upon the denunciation of the German and 
Belgian Treaties, I did not at the same time 
insist upon preferential treatment for our products 
in the markets of the Mother Country. To 
these self-constituted diplomats I have only this to 
say, that if I had asked for more than I did—if 
I had asked for more than the denunciation 
of tho German and Belgian Treaties—the proba-
bility is that those Treaties would still be in 
operation to-day. There is "no denying that Great 
Britain is a Fri e Trade country. I do not want to 
enter into a discussion of the principles of Protec-
tion and Free Trade. Let us look simply at the 
condition of things as they are. If I had put the 
question before the British people in a manner that 
involved a departure from Free Trade principles, 
do you believe that it would have been possible to 
obtain a sentiment-in favour of the denunciation 
of those treaties ? Why , the thing is preposterous. 
It is quite easy for us to give a preference to Great 
Britain, because our tariff legislation is composed 
cf Customs duties, and it is always easy to lower 
the duties in favour ol this or that nation, but 
you must remember that any preference given by 
Great Britain in favour of the products of Canada 
would be a departure from the principles of Free 
Trade. So that if I had followed the blind, short-
sighted policy of those diplomats who criticise my 
action—if I had asked at once for preference for 
our goods in the British market, the whole Free 
Trade sentiment of England would have been 
enlisted against us." 

HEROINE SHOT ON THE STAGE. 
During a performance given at Austin (Texas) the 

other night of a sensational border drama ( " Wild 
Bi l l " ) a cowboy in the audience carried away by 
excitement, drew his pistol and fired at the villain 
in the play. The villain wai in the act of abduct-
ing the heroine, and the cowboy objeoted. Unfor-
tunately his aim was bad, for he missed the villain 
and shot the heroine through the shoulder. There 
was considerable excitement in the theatre, and the 
play was stopped. The young lady is seriously, 
but not dangerously wounded. 

GOVERNMENT AND PAIR WAGES. 
SELECT COMMITTEE'S BEFORT. 

The report of the Select Committee which was 
appointed in 1896 to consider the working of the 
Fair Wages Resolution of February, 1891, and its 
administration by the various Government Depart-
ments has been issued as a Parliamentary Paper. 
The Committee state that the resolution has been 
in force for six years, and so far as regards the 
relations between employers and employed the 
working does not appear to have had any 
adverse ef fect ; indeed, it seems probable that 
something has been done to promote agreements 
between masters and men in reference to the 
rate of wages and conditions of employment. 
I t does not appear either that the contractors 
as a whole object to the resolution, nor to the 
way in which it has been administered. Com-
plaints from the workmen of breaches of the 
resolution are not now as frequent as formerly. 
The Committee adds, however, that in certain 
quarters there exists a great lack of confidence in 
the ability or in the desire of some of the depart-
ments to enforce the spirit and letter of the resolu-
tion. While they do not consider that this lack 
of confidence is well founded, they think it very 
important that the feeling should be removed ; 
and they are of opinion that in some ways there is 
room for improvement in administration, and that 
there might be greater promptitude and uniformity 
in the working of the resolution. The Committee 
say there can be no doubt that the resolution of 
the House of Commons has had an unfortunate 

it in diminishing the prospect of employ-
ment for Army Reservists and old soldiers and 
sailorB. In conclusion, attention is drawn to an 
important point. In 1893 the Government of the 
day gave an undertaking that in all future con-
tracts a clause should be inserted stating that no 
preference should be given for employment as 
between Unionists and non-Unionists. For some 

on this pledge has not been brought to the 
attention of most of the departments, though it is 
carried out in all stationery and some other con-
tracts. The committee consider that, in accord-
ance with the undertaking of 1893, this additional 
point should be assumed to have been incorporated 
by the House in the Fair Wages Resolution, and 
that in every contract the words which already 
appear in all stationery contracts should be in-
serted, namely, that " The contractor . . . . 
shall undertake that, in the engagement and 
employment of workmen and others required for 
the extension of the work, no preference shall 
be given as between 'Unionists ' and 'non -
Unionists.' " 

AN OPEN VERDICT. 
The adjourned inquest on the body of Lily 

Cheeaeman, 23, a barmaid at the Southampton 
Hotel, Surbiton, which was found in the Thames, 
at Kingston, on October 1st, was resumed at 
Kingston.—George Sanders, a carpenter, Baid he 
was near the Surbiton promenade at midnight on 
September 30th, when a young woman passed him, 
going towards the river. Some time afterwards 
he thought he heard a splash and a cry like 
" Oh 1" He saw nothing, and wont home, but 
told the police on the following morning.—Edward 
White, a gardener, living close to where the body 
was found, said just after midnight he was 
awakened by his dog, and, lifting the window, 
heard a scream from tho river. He heard 
no more and went back to bed- — Herbert 
Potter, a bank clerk, said he passed the spot 
shortly after midnight and saw something on 
the river bank whioh a man came along and picked 

It might have been the deceased girl's skirt 
which was missing.—The coroner's officer said that 
in the deceased woman's room, at Surbiton, he 
found 16 quartern bottles and 26 half-quartern 
bottles whioh had contained spirits, some cigarB 
and a cigarette half smoked.—Arthur Davis, of 
the Southampton Hotel, could not account for the 
bottles found in the deceased woman's room.—Mr. 
Hovenden, Assistant Divisional Surgeon, said 
there were no marks on the body to indicate that 
there had been a struggle, and death was due to 
suffocation by drowning.—Mrs. Cheeseman, mother 
of the deceased, said her daughter on the day 
before her death was very cheerful. When the 
witness left her on the evening of the tragedy she 
was wearing at least two rings, and had a purse 
with money in it.—The Coroner said neither the 
woman's skirt, the rings, nor purse had been found. 

-The jury returned an open verdict. 

FRENCH NAVAL STATIONS. 
IMPORTANT EXTENSIONS. 

The Budget Committee in Paris heard Admiral 
Besnard, Minister of Marine, who described the 
works which are to be carried out at Bizerta, in 
Corsica, and at Dakar, for the construction of 
naval stations. A t Bizerta a complete arsenal, 
with two dry docks and a breakwater, would be 
built. The docks would cost from 12,000,000f. to 
14,000,000f., of whioh the Regency would con-
tribute 2,000,000f. The Minister of War would 
also expend about 5,000,000f. at Bizerta. Tenders 
had been invited for the arsenal, and an offer for 
the construction of the railway from Tunis to 
Bizerta, whioh is to convey the heavy working 
plant, had been accepted. In Corsica the naval 
authorities proposed to construct a boom in the 
port of Ajaccio, and the military authorities would 
ereot two batteries to defend the boom, whioh is 
principally intended to shelter torpedo vessels. In 
addition, the Minister of War would order the 
construction of another battery with four guns to 

Sroteot ironclads at anchor. The roads would be 
eepened, and the heights on shore would be forti-

i ed . For the works in contemplation at Dakar, a 
sum of 200,000f. was asked for. Admiral Besnard 
further stated that 58,000f. would be required for 
the service of reliefs on the Madagascar station, 
and to arm several new ships which had been 
finished and were not provided for in the Budget. 

W e have heard a great deal of the Abyssinians 
of late. An ugly rumour has reached Rome— 
whore they have had too many of the same sort 
recently—that an expedition, this time a British 
one, has- been massacred by Amhara raiders, sub-
jects of King Menelik. The news comes from an 
Abyssinian source, as it did in the case of the 
slaughter of Captain Bottego and his companions. 
A Rome correspondent states that tho published 
versions are inexact, the Abyssinian report being 
that an attack on an English expedition coming 
from Lake Rudolf was to be expected. This may, 
however, be a gentle way of preparing U8 for some-
thing worse to come. Tho Tribuna says that the 
expedition in question consists of two Europeans 
and 90 native followers who went into the interior 
n search of sport. The Rome correspondent, how-

ever, found in the quarters where ho made inquiry 
the belief prevailed that it was tho British expedi-
tion under Major Macdonald, of the Royal Engin-
eers, whioh had been or was to be attacked. This, 
should it prove true, is grave news indeed. Major 
Macdonold, who it will be remembered carried out 
the Uganda railway survey, left London last June 
for the Juba River with a staff of officers, his 
second in command being Captain Austin, R.E. 
I t was understood that he was to have an Indian 
escort. W e can hardly believe that Major M a c 

Wine-growing experiments in Wales are still 
activelj carried on by the Marquis of Bute, and 
this year there is again a good crop of the 
vinous fruit both at Castell Coch and at Swan-
bridge. In the former vineyard, unfortunately, 
the grapes are still suffering from the effects of 
mildew, but those at Swanbridge are free from 
the affliction, are colouring well, and will 
ready to gather in a few days. The vines at 
Castell Coch were planted in 1875, and the first 
attempt to manufacture wine from the grapes 
grown was made in 1877; but it was not until 
1881 that a really good scrop was obtained, when 
the whole of the vintage*, with the exception of a 
few dozens kept for use at the Castle, was sold at 
60a. per dozen, a large proportion of it being sub-
sequently resold by public auotion at 115s. per 
dozen. The wine is described by connoisseurs as 
resembling a firet-class still champagne. In 1887 
10 hogsheads of wine were obtained, and by that 
time Lord Bute was so satisfied with the results of 
his experiment that ho authorised Mr. Pettigrew, 
F.R.H.S. , his horticultural adviser, to plant a new 
vineyard at Swanbridge, a somewhat more favour-
able site, about seven miles from Cardiff. In 1893 
both vineyards yielded an enormous quantity of 
grapes, from which wore pressed 40 hogsheads of 
wine. The whole of it was Bold by the Marquis 
under a licence held in his own name for an aggre-, , - T , — wnu UUUIO iUl uu aui 

donald, who was to trace the course of the Juba gate sum of £3,000, that one season's results re-river, can have reached as far inland as Lake oouping all the expenditure inourred upon the 
Rudolf. experiments up to that date. 

A DUTCH DEEMING. 
REVOLTING CONFESSIONS OF MURDERS. 

A Rotterdam paper states that the Rotter-
dam police are investigating a confession of murder 
which promises to disclose more sensational details 
than the notorious Deeming case. The journal gives 
the following account of the affair •—A few days ago 
the constable on duty outside the Kassmarkt Police-
Btation* was approaohed by a man of respectable 
appearance, who said he wished to give himself 
up for the murder of his wife and child. He 
was at once conducted into the police-station, 
where he made an astounding confession of mur-
der. His name, he Baid, was Gustave Carl 
Friedrich Muller, and he was a watchmaker, 32 
years of age. That afternoon he had out the 
throats of his wife and child. He declared that 
while in the kitchen of his house, cleaning mussels 
for the midday meal, a voice called to him to use 
his knife and cut his wife's throat, and he was 
compelled to obey. Thi. king he had a drunkard 
or a maniac to deal with, the police inspeotor treated 
the matter somewhat lightly, and the man, seeing 
this, produced from his pocket four human ears, 
whioh he placed on the inspector's desk, with the 
remark, "Perhaps you will believe me now." He 
added, " G o to my house, and you will find 
that what I have said is true." Mr. Strang, 
the Chief of the Rotterdam Police, was commu-
nicated with, and proceeded to the house indi-
cated by the prisoner. There he encountered a 
gruesome sight. In the kitchen were the bodies of 
the unfortunate wife and child, the heads of both 
being nearly severed from the trunks, and the 
whole place bespattered with blood. So far there 
seems no doubt as to the truth of the man's con-
fession, but during his detention at the police-
station, while the police were searching his house, 
he made some sensational additions to it. He de-
clared ho had murdered his father and mother, and 
in various parts of the world had married 14 wives, 
whom, with one or two of their infants, he had 
also done to death. The case has aroused the 
greatest excitement in Rotterdam, and the details 
of this extraordinary man's career are awaited 
wi:h eagerness. 

If is reported that the man Gustave Muller is 
morose and dangerous in disposition, and for days 
obstinately refused to take any food whatsoever. 
I t is believed that his design iB to starve himself 
to death. The man is believed to be inBane. 

General William Anson McCleverty, a son of 
Major-General Sir Robert McCleverty, C.B., has 
died at Wrotham, in Kent, in his 92nd year. He 
joined the 48th Northamptonshire Regiment in 
1824, and twice in India saw splendid service. 
I t was, however, as Commander of the Forces 
in New Zealand, during the Maori War, that 
he rendered conspicuous service to his Queen and 
country. 

THE W I N D W A R D 
E X P E D I T I O N . 

LECTURE BY MR. JACK 

POLAR 

Mr. F. G. Jackson, the leader of the Jackson-
Harmsworth Windward Expedition, delivered a 
lecture upon " T h r e e Years' Exploration in Franz 
Josef Land " at the Royal Societies' Club, in St. 
James's Street, London, before an audience of up-
wards of 400 members of the club and their 
friends. Admiral Sir Leopold McCl i i tock was in 
the chair.—Mr. Jackson said it wa3 i i1892 that he 
first published his plans as to an expedition by 
way of Franz Josef Land. In 1893 he went on a 
jreliminary expedition to Waygatz and North 

: Russia, and eventually in 1894 he left the Thames 
on the Windward for Franz Josef Land. His plans 
were based on. the extension of Franz Josef Land 
far to the North, but it was found that it was an 
archipelago of islands, which did not afford the 
basis which had been expeoted. A novelty in the 
expedition was the taking of ponies, and the 
experiment was entirely successful. The sledges 
were of the Norwegian type. The lecture was 
illustrated by an extensive series of slides from 
jhotographs made by Mr. Jackson and drawings 
)y Mr. Fisher. Many of them were of the bear 

hunts which enlivened the monotony of the long 
sojourn of '.he expedition. A picture of the meet-
ing of Jackson and Nansen was muoh applauded, 
and the lecturer merely remarked that as the 
audience knew all about it he would only say how 
much pleasure it had given him to be able to afford 
Nansen the help he did. 

ACCIDENTAL DEATH 
BRIGHTON. 

AT 

An inquest was held at Brighton respecting the 
death of a clerk employed by the railway company, 
named James Stanley Winton, aged 20 years. 
For some reason that had not been ascer-
tained, deceased walked on to the roof of the 
station, which was accessible from his office, and 
mistaking, it is supposed, the discoloured glass for 
zinc, fell through on to the platform, a distance of 
40 feet. His skull was fractured. A verdict 
of " Accidental death " was recorded. A railway 
official said the clerks knew they ought not to 
venture on the roof. 

ANOTHER SCENE IN THE 
R E I C H S R A T H . 

The Lower House of the Austrian Reichsrath 
had another turbulent sitting, the occasion being 
the resumed debate upon the proposals for the 
relief of the sufferers by the recent floods. Herr 
Schrammel, Social Democrat, made an attack 
upon the Christian Socialist party, but his remarks 
were drowned by violent shouts from the Members 
of that party. This was followed by uproarious 
scenes between Herr Schcenerer's followers and the 
Christian Socialists, the two parties indulging in 
mutual recriminations and aspersions. The Vice-
President, who took the chair, in the absence of 
Dr. Kathrein, was unable to restore order, and 
ultimately left the House. He, however, returned 
after a few minutes, when the excitement had 
somewhat subsided, and Herr Schrammel continued 
his speech. 

OPEJNING OP Tl iE BULAWAYO 
R A I L W A Y . 

DEPARTURE OF ENGLISH 
A number of members of Parliament and other 

guests who are travelling by the Union steamship 
Norman to be present at the opening of the Bula-
wayo Ra i l - ay left London on Saturday. The 
party included five members of Parliament— 
Colonel Saunderson, Mr. J. A. Pease, Mr. Hayes 
Fisher, Mr. E. Llewellyn (member for North 
Somerset), and Mr. H. M. Stanley. Others going 
out by the same steamer were the Duke of Rox-
burghe, Mr. Garland Soper (chairman of the South 
African Merchants' Committee), Mr. R. W . 
Murray (South Afrioan journalist), Mr. F. V . 
Kirby, Mr. B. B. Weil, Captain Spreckley. Mr. 
William Pringle, of the South African Milling 
Company, Port Elizabeth, and Dr. Hicks, the 
Bishop of Bloemfontein. 

SHARK CAUGHT NEAR 
BOROUGH. 

A bottle-nosed shark measuring 9ft. 3in. was 
caught the other day in Filey Bay, where it 
became entangled in the nets of a boat. The 
shark did considerable damage to the nets before 
it became exhausted, and was landed on Filey 
Sands. I t was afterwards exhibited, and as it is 
the first shark that has ever been seen or caught in 
ITiley Bay it attracted much interest. I t had 
S f ^ ^ t h® h e " i n g 8 ' o r i l would not have b>eeQ fhe shore. 

° / 0 8 e tdv 

Mr. Edwin Hooper, coroner for over 30 years for 
South Staffordshire, died at West Bromwich on 

S a p £ i p y D u g a n , builder and contractor, and his 
wife were committed for trial at Belfast on batur-
day for the manslaughter of their seven-year-old 
8 °Thc police raided an alleged betting house at 
Eastbourne on Saturday, and arrested Mr. A . J. 
Phillips, the proprietor, and Captain Fred Yates, 
of Bexhill. ^ „ . . . 

A t West Bromwioh on Saturday Aaron Smith, 
cab and car proprietor, was committed for trial on 
the oharge of sending libellous postcards and letter 
to divers persons. . 

The Bishop of Lincoln has appointed the Kev. 
J. Stephenson, Vicar of Boston to the prebendal 
stall of Stoke, in Linooln Cathedral, rendered 
vacant by the death of the Rev. G. Lodge. 

The Paris Joitrnal states that a plot to effeot 
the escape of ex-Captain Dreyfus has been diB-
oovered. One of the prisoner's guards who was 
implicated has been dismissed and arrested. 

Amid many manifestations of popularity the 
King of Siam on Saturday terminated his visit to 
this country. j 

A verdict of suicide was returned on Saturday 
at an inquest on Sergeant Joseph Carter, of the 
lst Royal Dragoons, who shot himself while in 
bed. 

Charles Holdsworth, a man employed in tallow 
works at Pudsey, near Leeds, slipped into a vat of 
boiling tallow and died after suffering terrible 
agony. 

The Queen of Greece is so devoted to flowers 
that she delights to share with others her pleasure 
in fchem. By her orders, large quantities are 
distributed weekly in the hospitals of Athens. 

There are only two Chinese girls who have 
taken a college course. They graduated from Ann 
Arbor University, Michigan, and have now 
returned, says " Woman," to their native land and 
begun practice among some of the influential 
Chinose families. They speak English admirably, 
with a suggestion of aooent, of course. 

A t Union Hall, near Skibbereen, a coastguard 
officer, named Peokham, went out rabbit shooting, 
when his gun went off accidentally, blowing off a 
portion of his arm. He died soon after from loss 
of blood and shock. 

A supplementary^ Army Estimate for £200,000 
was issued on Saturday to meet the expeniture 
not provided for in the original estimates for the 
year ending March, 1898, in respect of the garrison 
in South Africa. 

The Canadian Government have decided not to 
renew the contract with the Allan Line for carry-

the Transatlantic mails next year. Tenders 
be called for a Bervice from Quebec during 

the summer and from Halifax or St. John's in the 
winter. S | 

Reports from missionaries to the Northern Indian 
tribes in the vicinity of Hudson's Bay indicate that 
numbers of the Indians have died of starvation and 
cold. The tribes are threatened with decimation 
owing to want of food. 

A Waterford telegram reports that on Saturday 
night, or early on Sunday morning, an old couple 
named Baldwin were burned to death in their 
house, about six miles from that place. Nothing 
but bones and pieces of flesh were found, and only 
the four walls of the house were standing. 

A t an inquest held on Mark Marchant, aged 74, 
who committed suioide by taking carbolio acid at 
Riohmond, it transpired that not only had he 
attempted suicide previously, but that his brother 
and father took their lives. 

The firBt party of Irish pilgrims, numbering 
160, will arrive at Rome on October 9. Other 
parties will follow at intervals during the next) 
few months, the Irish, French, and Italian rail-
ways having made arrangements for their con-
veyance by special trains. 

The marriage took place on Saturday morning, 
at the Roman Catholic Church of the Assumption 
in London, of Mr. J. C. Flynn, M.P. , one of the 
secretaries of the Irish Parliamentary party, and 
Mrs. Rebecca Rice, niece of the late Rev. P. Roche, 
P .P. , Abbeydorney, oo. Kerry. 

A Berlin semi-official account of the recent 
affray between German sailors and Greeks at the 
Pirasus says that the German captain who came to 
fetch off his men was assailed with missiles. 
Apologies were made by the Hellenic Government, 
the Premier himself paying a visit to the Kaiserin 
Augusta for that purpose. 

Annie Berlinet, the Jewish plaintiff in a New 
York breach of promise aotion for £10,000 is a 
deaf mute. The defendant, Jacob Scharlin, the 
son of a millionaire, is a deaf mute, and the 
sohatchen who arranged the marriage is also a 
deaf mute. The evidence had all to be inter-
preted. 

The other evening there was an unusual block 
to the traffic on the North-Eastern Railway 
between Kirkby Stephen and Tebay, one of the 
signal cabins ceasing to answer the telegraph or 
work the signals. A train was sent forward at 
caution, and on reaching the cabin the fireman 
found the signalman, whose name was Thompson, 
sitting dead in his chair. 

Miss Lily Cushion, a school teaoher, employed 
at Reedham, Norfolk, went out the other evening 
for a short walk unaccompanied, and mysteriously 
disappeared. On Saturday her body was re-
covered from the river Yare, just beyond the 
limits of the village, and it is feared that she was 
the victim of foul play. 

While a man named Driver was oyoling down-
hill at Kibbleworth, Leicestershire, on Sunday 
night, he came into collision With a carrier's van, 
and was thrown with great force to the ground. 
He was picked up in an unconscious condition, with 
blood flowing profusely from the ears and other 
parts of the head. The injured man was taken to 
Leicester Infirmary. 

The funeral of the late Canon Elwyn, master of 
the Charterhouse, took place on Saturday, the first 
portion of the service being held in the chapel of 
the famous foundation at Clerkenwell. Some 150 
clergymen from all parts of London and the pro-
vinces were present to testify esteem for the late 
master. Many laymen of eminence, most of whom 
had their education at the school, also attended. 
The interment took place at Kensal-green. 

A verdict of " Death from exhaustion following 
mania " was returned at an inquest held at Thorn-
ton Heath on Saturday on Ann Brioknell, wife of 
a brewer's manager. Several witnesses gave evi-
dence of great unpleasantness and trouble between 
the deceased and her husband, but the latter 
denied the statements. 

In responding to the toast of his health at 
Birmingham on Saturday, Sir Henry Irving men-
tioned the fact that that oity recalled the days of 
his apprenticeship, when he received the handsome 
salary of £ 4 a week intermittently paid, and in 
discussing ambitions, announced that his own 
when iu a state of financial blessedness, would be 
amply gratified if he could take a company of 
strolling pUyers through every country village 
and lighten the dull round of uneventful lives 
with the lamp of dramatic imagination. 

Mr. Gladstone, accompanied by Mrs. Gladstone 
and Miss Helen Gladstone, reaohod Hawarden 
Castle about half-past 9 on Saturday night. They 
travelled in a saloon carriage, whioh reached 
Chester at 8.45, and were taken on by a special 
train to Sandycroft, where a closed carriage from 
Hawarden Castle was in waiting. A largo number 
of people assembled on the Chester platform to 
catoh a glimpse of the aged statesman. 

Colonel R. Ap Hugh Williams, of Plas Llwynon, 
Anglesey, died at the Carnarvon Cottage Hospital, 
Carnarvon, early on Sunday morning, in conse-
quence of an accident which necessitated amputa-
tion of the left leg. 

The number and tonnage of British vessels 
respecting whose loss reports were received at the 
Board of Trade during the month of September 
1897, and the number of lives lost, were as follows : 
26 sailing ships of 4,596 tonnage, with 17 lives • 
and 7 steamships ot 7,948 tonnage, with 119 lives' 
the latter being all lost in the Sri Hong Ann of 
Singapore. 

While a Southern League football match was in 
progress au Shepherd's-bush between Old St. 
Siephen'sand Southall, C. Dennington, the right 
full baok of the former club, and a county player, 
had the misfortune t > collide with a Southali 
player. The pair fell with their legs entwined, 
and Dennington sustained a dislocation of the left 
knee joint. He was removed from the field of plav, 
and surgically treated. 

• u ^ 1 b e t w e e n French soldi,, 
in which several were iniurflrf 0ra'and 

. Cherbourg. J U r e d ' °Mutrtd J * * 
A volunteer force is beinu 

Honduras, and a considerable i i S in fc,' 
enrolled and begun d r E J ' o Q 

In Sicily a number of merchant * 
preparing to emigrate, being U S ,are 

Captain Searlo, of the . ^ 
has ton dismissed from tUe S l " 8i,lW 
that ho gave order, for the T e k 
corpse of the Bechuana chief L u f I U 6 « S 

f h . Danish Budget s h o r t | | I & » ' i ' , 
kroner. 11 .ucpliiB of j^J 

The Nicaraguan Conuress i, ^ 
Government to sell or l e a ^ t l ..""'ItlM, 

The P o p . i s i » M * « J a 
all the reports whioh have b , . ' 
contrary are false. ° " " "Uuj J1 

The Northamptonshire Counl„ n 

^ s s s s s - s s g ' 
J. Joynson's paper milU 6,°' 

a woman came across an u d o w L , 
in 1896, containing . o h e o n , £ 5 

The Hon. Arthur B?aud ' ' 
the WiBbeoh Division t ' -
intimated to the Wisheoh „ , „ , „ . 
that he will not again contest the 
he proposes to retire from publio III. 

A terrible railway accident omii-Li 
__ northern Italy, on Hondat a . ° ' " l ! t « 
while crossing a bridge, left the m ' T ^ ' S 
thrown down the embankment TV ' ''''' *» 
killed and 45 more or less several, S T " *<> 

A fatal collision occurred on Sn J ' , 
tween a Belgian and a Dutch p j fe™* i11 

wore sailing at fall speed t o » „ i 1>1 
offer their service, to a Germ™ i ^ i 
had arrived there. The Dutch J 
four of her crew were dr.wned, 1 * 

The chronology of both the Chin.,. , 
Hindoos is fairly reliable sc far ba„k " A ! 1 

before which it becomes misty. '-W&C, 
The mosaics in the Church of Si u L 

Venice, are the finest in the world n , 11 

40,000 square feet of the upper « » 
cupolas, and arc all laid on agoid grinod 

Snuff-taking ia still largely pt.stW'i, ft, 
Britain, France, and Germany, though b,,,;™ 
to the extent it was in the last ee.li , 2 

A-nmonia is said to have been first analvfcd W 
Joseph Priestly in 1774. The sabstanceiT^ 
known to the alohemists, and by them was asiiJ 
many remarkable powers. Its pungency 
to be regarded with muoh superstition. 

The body of the four-year-old grandson of }k; 

Henry Leigh Weaver, a large farmer, o ( ( W 
Hall, Malpas, Cheshire, was found in amata1 

Malpas on Monday morning. 
A t an inquest held at St. Panoras Corootn, 

court, London, on Monday, it was stated th«ili 
proportion of fatal to non-fatal cases in M 
administration of morphia was one in 1,000, 

The Birmingham Coroner on Monday 
mitted a married woman, named Cole, for therjj., 
slaughter of her four months' old baby, ill 
alleged to have died of negleot and starvation. | 

The Northamptonshire police on Mondayŝ !; 
about 150 rabbits which had been poacheddiiiitji 
the night on Earl Spencer's estate, ThersHsul 
were being conveyed to Northampton byaltal; 
carrier. 

Devastating prairie fires have prevailed in Mui. 
toba and the North-West Territories, where 111 
prolonged drought has rendered the grass drju 
tinder. Immense damage has been done torn. 
perty, and a number of deaths are reported, mr 
farmers are said to have lost their all. A piKii 
subscription has been opened for the relief ol & 
Buflerers. 

A dastardly act of sacrilege was commilteii) 
the Protestant Churoh of Tumble, a miningvilhp, 
near Uanelly , on Sunday night. It appear! till• 
the perpetrators forcibly entered the cborcfe,1 

whioh was considerably damaged, and, aftertikicg 
away the poor boxes, drank the communion rot 
8everal windows were smashed and tho iateriorcf 
the altar was ransaoked. 

A Blue Book has been issued containing a report 
by Mr. Sydney Stephenson, M.B., on an reqouj 
undertaken by him at the request of the kd 
Government Board upon the opthalmio slite a 
Poor Law ohildren in the metropolis. The reprl 
mainly gives the percentage of boys, girls, Ml 
infants affected in various homes, and Mr. Step® 
Bon suggests giving ohildren more space in U 
Bleeping and living rooms, keeping their WW 
separate, increasing their outdoor games, and a 
proving their clothing and diet. 

William O'Connor, stated to be a p e « 
from the Liverpool police force, ww remand*» 
Monday -at Dublin on a charge of reprasara 
himself as " 149 C of the Dublin police, a 
thus obtaining watches from Mr. Hebrew,' 
jeweller. Other serious oharges are pendmgaĝ  

" A t the opening meetiDg of the Bapti«t g 
Conference, held in the Guildhall at ^ 
on Monday, an appeal for greater unity oe<w» 
Congregationalists and Baptists was made 
Rev Alfred Rowland, Chairraan-eleot of theus-
gregational Union. , , „_lir,-i 

Play in the la.t round of the o h « 
at Berlin was followed with keeo l o w ® ' 
honour, were gained by Charou.sl, I j 
Hungarian, with 144 points, W»lbrodt W * - g 
prize with 14 pointi, and Blackburn. W 
13 points. , ...-l: 

At Kingston, oo Monday, an iiiqiMt W J 
as to the death of Lily CheesemM, m l ' 
maid at the Southampton Hotel, S u r t W j « 
body was found in the Thames. Aj uio ,, 
suspicion of foul play, the coroner « « » j , 
only formal evidence as to identlfi«J«j™ 
leave the police to complete their 

Mr. John Morley, addressing a 
tar on Monday night, condemned. u>« fia c| 
policy with regard both to the India" " 
the Soudan. Speaking with regard g 
of Lords, he said it was very unliw? ^ 
Parliament would be dissolved P ^ J 
Salisbury having made some atbcanpo 
it—most probably by introducing ' » " ' 
tive element, f t was important » » J 
should be done, if Liberals ™uld W , „ 
would strengthen the House of 
form it would be to strengthen It, y p 

I t iB reported from Madrid 
Ministry has been constituted as i" jnjJ|t[ 
Sagnsta, Premier; Seior Gu'lon, , 
Foreign Affairs; SeScr G r o , » 4 » , v 
Justice; General Correa, MuraW « " SJ 
Admiral Bcrmejo, Minister of » « " p 
Lopez Puigceruer, Minister °f (JS 
Cnpdepon, Minister of the 
Xiquefia, Minister of Public W o r k . , » » 
Minister of the Colonies. ^ 

On Monday night a married » ,i,j! 
Brett, living in Ramsgale, m f ' M 
the upper room cf her house when IP m t 
exploded, sotting fire to her olptUJS ^ j , 
downstairs into the yard, where an ^ 
exhausted On being removed B W j a 
was found that she had been ternbl? 
the face, arms, and body. „ . re'.jT> 

A verdict of " Found drowned »i ' 
an inquest at Ram.gate on f f e f W ^ , * 
the death of Moses St-adman, » M» H „ h > 
body wae found floating in B » m ' f 
the morning. Deceased was on . o t»aM4lili« 
mackerel boat Mistletoe, and wa« » 
week ago in the vicinity cf the harno , 

On . ogf the Royal National 
boats and crew was paraded I W U r f j 
Eton on Saturday afternoon, j r h M W j j . f c j 
made among the residents on behui 
The oraft wa. afterward. U m < J e « l J ^ i a | « » 
Brocas into the Thame, amid the ŝ  
Britannia " a n d the cheers of the' b(qiO 
lined the bank. The vessel was 
rowed up and down the river. a t l i r . « 

In the week ending O ^ X - l . n d 
147 bills of sale registered in » B ' » olWp< 
an decrease of 27 a, " " P ^ ^ ' S ^ l t M , f . 
ing period last year. The ree o , o, 
gazetted number «2. ' h 0 " " S d . K » n g . » » ' 
f h . n»mbar of 


