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“NOTABILITIES OF THE DAY.

Mr. De Cobain, M.P., who is attr a large
amount of attention just now, is one of the best-
known fi in Belfast or the House of Commons.
He ia always attired with fa :ltless precision, and
has never yet been seen ous of doors without a nose-

¥, which is rally one of vast Era ons.

here are folks in Belfast who say that his brother's
name is simply ** Cobain,” without the prefix, and
that the member for East Belfast attached the
“De™ to give an otherwise ordinary name a dis-
;irﬁhlwf‘ appearance. As it at present stands,
SRRty poting. M. Do obatm, whols e oo
. Mr. , whois the son
ofa uﬂbm.:glhtw. commenced life as a clerk
at the Belfast Harbour Office, and was lublﬂiuently
employed by the Belfust Corporation, of which he
eventually became cashier. He bhad always
taken an asctive part in politics, and in 1885
{being the Grand Master of the Orange
Institution) he decided to contest the East Division
of the City. Sir James Corry, since M.P. for Mid-
Armagh, was the persona graia of the official |
Conservatives, and a majority of the City Corpora-
tion called upon the City Cashier to abandon the
cenflict. Mr. De Cobain refused and was dismissed ; |
and this fact, added to the other fact that he ran
on the Democratic ticket, ensured his victory both
in 1885 and in 1886. In religions matters, Mr. De '
Cobain has always been a great enthusiast ; and in |
sddition to holding weekly services in his own house |
he was accustomed to preach every Sunday evening |
on the Custom House steps in Belfast, where he was |
week after.week surrounded by an admiring con-
rregation. He also took a very active pars in the |
gi‘:mqm-mr:e movement, and had the distinction of |
being uawrnl{ censured by the Royal Commission |
for his speeches and writings during the Belfast |
Riots of 1886,

Dr. Samuel Smiles, the famous author of ** Self- |
Help,” whose important work omn the, great
publishing house of Murray and Co. has lately |
appeared, is & genial, hale old man of nearly four- |
score years, but who carries them so well he might |
casily pass for sixty. He first began life as a
sur, in & small, thinly populated town in Scot- |
land, but owing to the presence in the locality of |
seven other members of the profession he found it |
didn’t pay, and had to give it u He became |
secretary of the Leeds and irsk Railway
Company, some years later occupied a |
simi.l':n tion on the South KEastern line, his
Jeisure hours being so assiduously devoted to |
literature as to induce a severe attack of,
paralysis, from which he with difficulty re- |

covered. The ** Life of George Stephenson,” his = dead,

first success in literature, was published when he
was forty-five years of age ; and the mnmcrigt- of
“ Self
when shown to a large and experienced publisher,
was ““ declined with thanks,” and he was requested
to call and fetch it away. When it was ultimately |
published it proved to be a more brilliant success |
than the one referred to above, something like one
bundred and eighty thousand copies being d
of. It has since been translated into all the
es of Europe, and is undoubtedly the
iment of his own untiring labours and
energy. He has a pretty well-appointed house at
Kensington, in London, and has been decorated by
the King o. Italy with the Chevalier's Cross of the |
Order of St. Maurice. |

— |
This is the tribute which Sir Henry Parkes, the |
Prime Minister of New South Wales, pays to the
political genius of Queen Victoria : —** The woman
who sits on the English Throne, stripped of all her
royal robes and all her royal pendants, is no com- |
mon woman in the administration of affairs; she
has disclosed a genius for government, a close
attention to business, and a keen foresight, which |
have never been equalled by any monarch known |
to history ; and she has, above 1{1 things, disclosed
an amazing insight in her dealings with every con-
stitutional difficulty that has arisen.”

Mr., Pierce Mahony is one of the best members |
of the Irish Parliamentary camp. He is & man of
education, and as he seldom intervenes except on
land questions he may be paid the unique comp!i-
ment that he ks on subjects he knows some-
thing about. He may beright or wrong in his con- |
clusions, but he does not open his lips without at |
least superficial knowledge. He was a gentleman |
farmer on the outskirts of Dublin, was known for |
his breed of Kerry cattle, and from his knowledge |
of agricultural affairs was put on the Land Com-
mission, He says that his experience in that posi-
tion made him a Home Ruler. This much is
certain, that abount the time when Mr. Parnell was
scouring Ireland for Protestant Home Ralers, Mr.
Mahony suddenly found that he received a call to
follow the member for Cork. He has been true to |
his leader through all the recent troubles, and is
known as one of the best followers of the uncrowned |
king. He isa neat, not to say dapper, gentleman,
and is always well ** groomed.”

One of the most interesting features in comnec-
tion with the Co-operative Congress of the present
year will be the presentation of a testimonial to i
Mr. Vansittart Neal, who is about to resign the |
post of general secretary to the Co-operative Union, |
which he has held for a lengthy iod. [
scholarship bearing his name has already been |
founded at Oriel llege, Oxford, and by way of .
further marking their esteem for the many services |
which Mr. 'Nufe has rendered to the co-operative
cause the members will take the opportunity, on
the first day of the sitting at Lincoln, of presenting
him with a gold watch and chain of co-operative |
make, an illuminated address, and an album con-
taining photographs of present officers of the board. |
Mrs, Neale is also to receive a portrait of her hus- |
band. Those who are interested in the history of |
the movement will feel that this reward has been |

airly earned.

The lite Mr, Barry Sullivan, whose death is
smnounced, may be regarded as the last repre- |
sentative of that somewhat florid, pedantic style of |
uting which in previous generations was deemed
the only one befitting the dignity of tragedy. |

ry Sullivan, however, was an admirable ex-. |
=mplar of that style at its best, and his elocution-
uy methods might have been studied with advan-
'age by ambitious actors of the modern school
¢ possessed dramatic genius, and in his later
jears he displayed something of the eccentricity
“hich often is associated with that enviable gift.
Whatever his foibles, he endeared himself to those [
¥ho came in contact with him, and in the provinces |
be was exseedingly popular. |

Lord Salisbury’s life has been more eventful than
st people are aware. Something is remem
of hiy adventurous ex periencu in Australia, whilst
3 young man ; but it was certainly not generally
known that during the war waged by Austris and
"Tussia against the Danes Lord Salisbury, accom-
Puied by Mr. Auberon Herbert, was wtnh.sjllci
inder fire, It was no mere spirit of bravado whi
!mpelled him and Mr. Auberon Herbert to go to
® front, but a humnne desire to succour some
lly.wounded Danes. And in several instances
- they succeeded. ‘This interesting episods in
Lord Salishury's career has just been divulg«l by
;‘;‘"Nmndmt who has written to & Sunday
r.

¢ M. Sydney Stern, who has just been elected
¢ the Stowmarket Division, is the eldest son of
Ue late Viscount de Stein, senior partmer in the
m of Stein Brothers, of Angel court, London.
iﬂ" & magistrate for the county of Surrey and
[‘_" London, Vice-President of the London and
-Mstitutional Union, and of the Battersea Liberal
Radical Association, and has been for two
tary past hunuﬂr}r colonel of the 4th Volunteer
‘talion of the Kast Surrey Regiment. He is
is e 112 Parlinmen life. His counfry seat
wh. Bolney, near Cuckfield, Sussex. Mr. Stern, |
Lite has been & generous financial sup) of the
of fal party, and emjoys the personal friendship
- M, Cladstone, has previously made three
Sh;‘“mlui attempts to enter Parliament. Mr.
T is an ardent supporter of the movement for
Promotion of al education,

The Utopi

pia disaster has brought great distress
:r;’“ the fishermen at Gibraltar, as the people
h.:u.:u 1‘0 eat the catch from fear that the fish m.‘{
hulnmepdﬁ Upon the corpses still unrecovered.
relief of ‘::i?:;le::;:n have been got up for the

elp,” ‘which he had by him at the time, | §

| her eyes closed and her ears

| go:'iy b on the sofa, another at the open window
and the

| stone-cutter's blouse.

STONE-CUTTER OF LISBON.

A TALE OF THE GREAT EARTHQUAKE.

Craprer 1X, ;
THE STONE-CUTTEE AND THE COUNTESS.

Lady Hilda instantly descended the ladder and
tpnﬁto the side of Stonio, exclaiming :

“ Ah, my friend! You are badly hurt 1™

“ More exhausted than hurt,” replied the stone-
cutter. :

““ But that shot ! And your head is bleeding.”

“ A mere scalp wound, fair lady. Pray do not
touch me,” he added quickly, aa she bent over him
as if about to aid him to rise, *Iam but a so
sight to see, and worse to tonchs Your robe will

soiled—"

“Youn ?erilled your life to save mine, Senor
Stonio, * she interrupted, *and I would give all I
have to stop the flow of your blood. Ah, you will
not permit me to aid you.”

“ Your sympathy, lady, is more aid to me than
would be a strong man’s arm,” said the stone-
cutter, as he regained his feet unaided. *‘Indeed,
I am not ‘woumgled beyond this bullet slash on my
scalp, and that is a trifle. Pray tell me in whose
house I am. Yours, I hope.”

“ And why hope that it is mine "

““ Because you will pardon my seeking refuge in
it, and the damage 1 have done,” replied Stonio,
pointing at the blood stains where he had entered
and where he had fallen. *‘I have sadly soiled
those costly curtains and that rich ¢ t.”

She saw he could scarcely keep his feet as he
spoke, and his words were gasped, as il he were
about to sink from exhaustion.

She g to his side, and reckless of the dust
and stains upon his coarse blouse, threw one arm
around him to support him, and thus led him to a
sofs, the same which she had occupied when her
late companions were there.

“Lie here, Senor Stonio,” she said gently,
forcing him to obey, and as he sank down, hurried
to a small sideboard on which were glasses and a

ﬂnﬁun of wine,
illing & glass from the ﬂ.lgon. and tasting it,
to be sure that it was wine, and not some chemical
preparation, she hurried back to Stonio, and said :
“* Drink this, my friend. It is excellent Madeira,
and will strengthen you." ,
“ God bless you, lady,” said the stone-cutter,
taking the glass from her hand. Bat it fell from
his tremulous fingers ere he could raise it to his
lips, & convulsive shudder shook his frame for an
imstant, and then he closed his eyes and seemed

*“Oh, Heaven! He is dead !” cried Lady Hilda,
recoiling in affright from the ghastly pallor of his
ace.

Unused to scenes of strife and blood, Lady
Hilda knew not what to do, and believing her
unknown preserver dead, sank upon her knees in
pra{er, as pale and almost as unconscious of earth
as he who lay so still and ghastly upon the sofa,

ing in no sound.

The door leading into the vestibule of the
observatory was opened by the astronomer, but
nheE neither heard no}:' ul:f h‘i;m‘.‘.i s iF ik

e paused upon the threshold, but if he felt an
surprise at thgo scene before him as his brlllian{
and powerful eyes flashed around, taking in every-
thing there at a glance, his majestic, grand features
gave no sign of amazement.

One brief gaze at Lady Hilda and t'e blood
stains upon the snow of her rich robe,
another at the motionless form in its coarse and

gouts of blood upon the pearl-grey velvet
W;Ft' seemed to explain all to him,
e advanced to the sofa, and Lady Hilda then
became aware of his presence.
“Ah, he is dead !" she said, rising and sinking
into a chair.

But the countenance of Stonio appeared to be a
most en g study to the astronomer, whose
grave and majestic face, for years unruffled by any
emotion, assumed an aspect of profound sadness
and deep melancholy, mingled with surprise, as he
gazed for an instant in silence at Stonio.

But the very slight appearance of surprise
vanished as suddenly as it had dilated the calm,
august eyes of the Greek; while the sudness
remained many mdwments.

** Young man,” he said, kindly, may I know your
name "

*¢ Stonio —no more.”

** Only Stonio?”

“ Only Stonio the stone-cutter.”

“ Your accent declares that you are an FEnglish-
man,” continued Demetrius, whose ear could mot
be deceived.

“Of the co'onies of England, sir—an American.
England is too haughty to permit us of her
colonies to call ourselves English—we are simply
colomists, Nations, as well as individuals, are
aristocratic, and England is a haughty old noble,
senor, who makes use of her colonies as yeu nobles
make use of your common people—she works
them, faxes them, and oppresses them. Some
day the colonies will reject the name of English-
man an be proud of another—I am an Ameri-
can,
“ You were born in English America?’

“ No matter where I was born, sir, gince I am
but a stone-cutter and in Lisbon. But pardon me
—my mind is not asusual. That leaden pellet has
made me irritable and ungracious. I thank yon,
senor, for your care, I am better now, and if I
may be shown how to depart, will do so. I may
be pursued, and I would not make Lady Hilda's
house the scene of an arrest, and perhaps of an
assassination.”

Lady Hilda was about to speak, when a gesture
from the astronomer checked her, as he said :

“What do you mean by the word assassination,
young man 1"

‘1 mean that, as I was forced in self-defence to
kill two of the royal guards belonging to the
retinue of Count Pedro, I'reasurer of Portugal, and
have doubtless been tracked to where I now am, I
shall be cut to pieces the instant I am arrested —
and I may be arrested at any instant.”

¢ Ce: tainly, young man, yon will be arrested if
you venture upon the streets in that garb,”

*I know that very well, yet I am not one of the
rioters. Had I been —"

“Well! Had you been ome of the rioters?’
asked the astronomer, as the stone-cutter paused.

h: % shouldTgwe swept every royal trooper into
t ! e le are strong enough to do it,
but thg;m are sﬁuﬁfoapmud with them;glly of the
middle ages —that their leaders must have what is
called noble blood in their views, The people of
America have begun te reject that fable. E&nt I
pray you, Senor tor, to show me the way to the
street, lest I be cut down in this moble lady's

r The | of so gentle a lady must not
ge desecrated.”

““ The house is not Lady Hilda's.
Count Pedro.”

“To Count Pedro! Then let me hasten to
defnrt 1" cried Stonio, who was now upon his feet.
‘1 would rather die in the streets owe my
life to refuge in his house.”

“* Yet you saved his life at the quarry,” said Lady
Hilda.

“1 could not have done you a service, Lady
Hilda, without serving him, as you and he were in
the carriage.”

““Oh, yes, senor, Had you not forced open the
carriage door, and otherwise aided the Count, after
I was safe, he would have perished.”

“‘ There are reasons of which I may not speak,
Indy. I pray you do not let me be indebted to
Count Pedro for shelter in his Louse. This door—
ah, it is locked " he said, as he tried the door.
““Am I a prisoner?"”

It belongs to

““He is not,” replied the astronomer, who had |
already threst his hand into the bosom of the
““ His heart beats steadily,
He has fainted from loss of blood, or from exhaus- |
tion.” |

‘“‘He lives? Oh, thank Heaven for that!”|
exclaimed Lady Hilda, clasping her hands. *“ Ah,
Senor Demetrius, "tis said you are as skilled in
saving life as in reading the stars—save him, aand
there is no reward in my power that I will not
jnifully pns( See, here is a purse of gold, senor ;
take it, an to try your skill.”

The astronomer put aside the proffered purse
with Lluf‘mh but firm gesture, saying :

i y Hilda, gold no power with me. Be
calm, and, with tne help of God, I will soon place
this man upon his feet. I find no wound upon
him, except this on the scalp—a great gash, and
lacerated as if bﬁ a glancing bullet. But the bone
is uninjured, and he has evidently swooned from
exhaustion.”

He at once began to use his medical skill to
revive the wounded man, while Lady Hilda stood
near, trembling and excited.

“ Who is he, lady '—if I may presume to ask.”

** One who, not many hours ago, saved me from
a fearful death. His name is Stonio, a stone-
cutter—1 know no more of him. He entered by
that window but now, and—and—and became as
you see.”

* There is blood upon your robe, Lady Hilda.”

]I supported him to the sofa, scnor. Some
one shot at him from across the street, and the
ball inflicted the wound on his head. He fell, but
rose, and fearing he was about to fall again, I sup-

rted him to where he is. He swooned —if indeed

¢ did not die—as he tried to raise a glass of wine
to his lips.”

*“Ope of the unfirtunate men whose wrongs
have made them rise against the rich, no doubt,”
said the astronomer. “‘ Ah, what is this which
has fallen from his bosom? A jewelled ring!
Very costly, too—a lady’s ring of great value—"

“Jt is one I gave him when he refused all
reward for risking his life and saving mine, Twice
has he saved my life, and perhaps my honour,
within a few hours.”

“ And except that he is a stone-cutter named
Stonio, you know nothing of him ?”

* Absolutely nothing, except that he has a brave
and noble heart, and eyes that declare a thousand
virtues and not one thing ignoble.”

* He's reviving rapidly, lady. lower.
And while he revives, let me cleanse dust and
blood from his face, that | may see clearly his
features.”

# Oh, & woman's hand for that office,” said Lady
Hilda, as she knelt near the stone-cutter and began
to his face with aromatic water poured
fmr:P;m?;l:g\m by the astronomer.

** Would you do this for any unknown man who
might have saved your life at the risk of his own,
y Hilda ?” asked the astronomer, gravely.

“I hope 8o, senor. Why not?"”

“Ah| why not? And yet there are few high-
born ladies, or high-born gentlemen, either, who
will soil their fair with the dust and blood
of a man like this.”

“ No Prince in Europe is more worthy of gentle
care than he. See! he opens his eyes! Ah,
Senor Stonio, do you know me? you are bettert”™

“ Wait,” said the astronomer, as he poured a
little of some liquid between the reviving stone-
cntter’s lips.

“Try to swallow, my friend.”

* Your friend 1" repeated Stonio, as he obeyed,
and felt a torrent of restored stremgth boundin
through his veins. ““You are of the nobles, ang
therefore no friend of such as I.”

“] am a man ; no noble is more; and I am, T
trust, a friend to all mankind, high or low. Lady
Hilda is of the nobles, is she not? Do you there-
fore rejest or suspect her friendship 1"

“ Pardon, sir. My head is not as usual,” said
Stonio, raising himself on his elbow and g‘&z:inﬁ
around bewilderedly. *‘Ah, I remember a
now !

As he sat up, the remarkable manly beauty of
his now unsoiled face became wonderfully apparent,
the bright light of the lamp revealing every feature

clearly, and there was not one visible that was not |

noble and ing. The full beard and mous-
tache, however, con all the lower part of the
face, while it added dignity and an appearance of
age far begond his years,

Lady Hilda could not but admire, while, with
maiden modesty, she retired a few paces, think-

ng :
% There is no noble in all the court of King Jose

half so handsome, Here, in eed, is a man and &

| Will you permit me to do so ?”

hero, tlmugh & stone-cutter. I could love this man
if I dared.”

““Why a prisoner? Count Pedro knows nothin
of your presence here,” said the astronomer. “i
have leased the house, and, therefore, it is mine.”

*It is the same, for you are the friend of Count
Pedro.”

“I, the friend of Pedro Riaz!” repeated the
astronomer, with a sudden bitterness not to be
expected in one of his grave and sedate aspect.

““Did you not say you were the friend of all
menl‘!‘” f all good fFi

‘1 meant of a or suffe men, young
man. Count Pedro is of neit;i:f Come, be
patient. Your life is in danger, and if you go upon
the streets you will be cut to pieces on the spot,
or infamously executed afterward. An escort of
guards from the royal palace may soon be hers to
attend upon Lady Hilda. I wish to save your life,

*There is 50 much to be lost in living that, per-
haps, it would be wiser for me to I and die,”
replied Stonio in a sad tone, and with a glance
towards Lady Hilda.

This glance, and that with which she met it, and
the deep blush upon her beautiful face, did not
escape the notice of the astronomer, who, however,
did not remark upon what he saw, but said, open-
ing the door ,

“ Follow me, and all will be well. I know not
why it is, but my heart leaps toward you, young
man, as & loving father’s may throb for a son.
Your features remind me keenly of a man who was
dearer to me than the apple of my eye.”

* Yes,” he added to himself, as Stonio turned to
bow an adien to Lady Hilda, ““ the features of this
unknown stone-cutter remind me of the face of the
man I loved in my youth, as the features of Prince
Enrique reminded me of the face of the woman I
loved ; while in Count Pedro and Diego Alva I saw
still living those who deprived me of those I loved.
I have again loved and hated to-niﬁ];t. To be the
sage and philosopher I wished to be, I should not
have returned to Portogal. Contact with memories
and scemes of the past have re-kindled the hates
and loves of my youth.”

*I am ready to attend you, Senor Doctor,” said
Stonio, who had read in the eyes of Lady Hilda
that which made him eagef-to desire to live,

“T will return in a few moments, Lady Hilda,”
remarked the astronomer, as he departed, followed
bfr the stone-cutter, and Lady Hilda was again
nlone,

For a moment after the door had closed, her
eyes remained as if fixed upon it, but in truth only

e splendid face of the stone-cutter was imprinted
upon her mind. That superb, manly ut
and nobleness of feature, and the splendid d‘."
eyes which had flashed newly but fiercely ﬂmhmlg
love into her own, seemed there before her still,
and her own gloriously lovely face expressed un-
concealed delight in having recogn deep and
passionate adoration in the parting glance of the
stone-cutter.

Then came a bitter revulsion of feeling, as the
fact of her true position rose before her. The
warm, rosy blush of ecstasy fled from her cheek.
She became very pale, shuddered* covered her face
with her hands, and murmured :

““ Ah, of what am I thinking? I am betrothed
to Prince Enrique—betrothed to a prince whom I
never even liked, a prince whom I now detest, and |
yet I was in a swoon of delight because I saw that
this young man loved me. Ah, I saw his fathom-
less ion in his grand dark eyes—I could not
have read it more clearly had I known him for

ears. Is it indeed love that I feel for him? I
gs\re never loved, and know not what it is—yet I
am sure it is love that has been so suddenly born in
my heart for Stonio. A stone-cutter, and I a
countess | I, the betrotbed of a prince, to forget
all—-rank, wealth, birth, station — all, and
delighted because & stone-cutter dares to speak of
love to me with his eyes!| Ah me, I could not ha}s
it ! I would I had never seen him—but then wou
1 not be dead? Had we not met, I should now be
dead. Oh, it may be only gratitude that I feel.
But if this is mergly gratitude, ah, how delightful
it wust be to love—and love Prince Enrique I
never can. 1 am afraid I may love this stone-
cutter : and if I should, in what could it all end
save misery ?—misery to him and to me, for a
countess may not wed a labourer. Imust think no
more of him."”

But to think of any one or of anything else than
Stonio, Lady Hilda found impessible. Love is
never of slow growth, though its full stiength ever
E;;a and often most passionate and lasting love is at

t sight.

I.Ad;’ Hilda was still thinking of Stonio when the
astronomer returned.

(To be continued ).

Influenza seems to ke s ing in many places.
A number of members of Parliament are stated

CAPTAIN VERNEY AT THE OLD BAILEY

PLEA OF GUILTY.

Mr. Justice A. L. Smith, Edmund Hope V

and was placed in the dock, on & charge of ** con-
spiracy, and divers offences against the provisions
of the Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1885,"

prosecution, Mr, Poland, Q.C., Mr.

Mathews, and Mr. Horace Avory, instructed by
Mr. Frayling, from the Treasury ; and for the
defence Sir C. Russell, Q.C., M.P,, and Mr.

oy.

There was much interest shown in the trial, and
& large number of people tried in vain to obtain
access to the Court.

His Lordship entered the Court precisely at 10
o'clock carrying a bouguet in his hand, followed by
Alderman Renals, Alderman Wilkins, and Mr.
Sheriff Harris,

The prisoner having been called, entered the
deck, when

The Clerk of Arraigns read over the points of
the indictment. These briefly were that on the
15th September he committed a certain mis-
demeanour by attempting to precure one Nellie
Maud Baskett, under 21 years of age, not being n
common woman, to have unlawful connection with
him, without the Queen’s dominions. Another
count charged him with ineciting and procuring
Eugenie Roullier tocommit a similarmisdemeanonr
on the 17th September. He was also charged with
conspiring, together with Roullier, to procure the
said Nellie Maud Baskett; and there was also
another count of conapira.cl{ with Roullier to pro
cure & certain woman of unknown name, not being
a common woman, without the Queen's dominions,
Asked to plea,

The prisoner said : My Lord, I desire to plead
guilty to the counts of the indictment except to the
tirst three ; and with regard to those three I plead
not guilty.

Court, he said—My Lord, I appear with my
friends, Mr. Charles Mathews and Mr. Horace
Avory, on behalf of the Director of Public Prose-
cutions, against the prisoner.

count char, the conspirac,
she should %:;nura Missp ‘Bu.ési

that she (Roullier) s

named.. My Lord, defendant having pleaded guilty
to these counts, I don’t think it necessary to proceed
with the other counts. Withregard to the third, both
in fact and in law there is a difficulty, because the
evidence does not go to show that the defendant

common prostitute. Both in law and in fact there
is that cE.Ecult . With regard to the first and
second counts, there are technical difficulties, and
the prisoner is, in fact, ?Ilhuding rﬁuilty to the sub-
stance of the charge. e words of the section
are—‘‘If any person who (1) procures (a) or
attempts, (b) to procure any girl or woman under
21 years of age, (c) not being & common prostitute
or of known immoral character, to have unlawful
(d) carnal connection (e) either within or without
the Queen's dominions with any other person
or persons,” The facts of the case remain
unaltered. The woman whom the prisoner has
admitted he conspired with was tried on
November 29, before the learned Recorder, and
sentence was postponed.
was sentenced to imprisoned for a period of
four calendar months. It is right that I should call
attention to the fact that she wasat the time of her
trial 28 years of age; and, my Lord, the jury, in
finding the' verdict of guilty, recommended her
to mercy, on the ground that she had been the
tool of Wilson and under his influence. After the
trial, in consequence of the information which the
policeobtained, they used every effort tofind outwho
the person Wilson was ; and first of all a warrant was
obtained in October against him. Afterwards it
was found that the defendant at the bar was
undoubtedlfy Wilson ; and therefore, on March 23,
or some time in March, a fresh warrant was
obtained for his arrest. As your Lordship knows,
he afterwards returned to this country and sur-
rendered, and was taken before Sir John Bridge, at
Bow-street, and was committed for trial. There
are only one or two further facts to which I wish
to call your Lordship's attention. All the facts
appear very fully in the depositions. The
prisoner's connection with this woman Roullier
back as far as the end of 1884, or the
ginning of 1885, and at that time the defendant
was passing as Wilson, and he was in intimate

about 21 years of age. The facts are so fully set
out that f need not trouble you with them at any
length. But there is one letter to which I must
direct your Lordship’s attention. This letter is
undoubtedly in the prisoner’s handwriting. ““Sun-
day evening.” That date must have been Septem
ber 14, because it refers to another letter which
contains a date. The whole letter is as follows :
"Sundaiy evening. Dear Eugenie,—I have your
letter of Friday night. Yon must now come as
soon as you are ready. As soon as ever I hear {on
have got the girl, and got her boxes, and her
clothes, and got her fast, so that she can't give you
the slip, I will send you money and full instruc-
tions about coming.” Then followed instructions
as to the route which they were to take, and the
caution they were to observe on the journcy, and
the letter closed with the following words : ** The
girl must not see me or hear my name, or know.
anything about me until I have seen you and heard
all you can tell me about her, and you must not
come without her.” The history of the case
appears in the depositions and the exhibits,
I think it right to say, further, that after the return
of this girl to London, it does not appear that the
attempt to cause her to have illicit conneetion with
the prisoner had been abandoned. Your Lordship
will reme nber that there is a correspondence going
on between Miss Baskett and Roul'ier with regar

to her going abroad again, namely, to Antwerp.

These letters were written to Roullier, and your
Lordship will sce they were of such a character as
likely to induce Miss Baskett to go abroad again.

custody, there was a letter found in the prisoner’s |
handwriting, which goes to show that he intended

Baskett to give way to his wishes. The letter,
which undoubtedly is in Wilson's—the prisoner's
—handwriting, is as follows :—*“ I want you clearly
to understand how it is about your coming in
tome. I like you much, and think you could be
useful to me if you would be complaisanie to my
friend. After you left Paris Mr. W. was very
vexed with me. He liked taking you out, and
wanted to be your intimate friend, and he said I
stopped it and sent you back to England ; and so
now he is not so friendly with me, and so I have
to suffer. Heis coming to Antwerp next month,
when I shall also be there, and he says he will pay
me your expenses if I will take you back ; and then,
if you are nice and friendly with him, he will not
think bad of me. Butif you do not mean to be
nice to him, and enco him, and go out with
him when he asks you, then it is no use for you to
come, because it won't help me with him a bit. I
think it better to be quite honest with you. *He
is a rich man, and can do a great deal for you and
for me if we please him ; but ht was very much
hurt at the way you treated him in Paris.  If you
see him again you must behave to him "just the
posite, or else you had better not come at all.”
?.l.gm are the short facts of this painful case; and
I have nothing further to say to your Lordship,
except, of course, to remark that those who con-
duct this prosecution have but one desire—thst the
circumstances should be placed before your Lord-
ahiE to deal with the defendant as you think the
of justice require.
Sir C. Russell. —I appear, with my learned friend

to be amongst the latest sufferers.

At the Old Bailey on Wednesday morning, before
erne

M.P. for North Bucks., and member of the Londg:'l
County Council for Brixton, surrendered to his bail

The counsel engaged in the case were, for the
i Charles

Mr. Poland at once rose, and addressing the

My lord, the
prisoner has pleaded guilty, as you have heard, to
the fourth count of the indictment, which charges
him with having solicited and incited Roullier to
procure Nellie Maud Baskett to have unlawful
connection with kimself, the defendant; and, my
Tord, the fifth count charges the same offence, only
it has reference to the woman 1 have named. The
sixth count charges that the defendant conspired
with Roullier to procure Nellie Maud Baskett to
have unlawful intercourse with him. The seventh
with Roullier that
ett for an unlawful
purpose ; and the eiEhth with conspiring together,
ould attempt to procure Miss

Baskett ; and the ninth and last count is the same,
except that the woman referred to is a woman not

Jendeavoured to procure the woman to become a

On December 17 she |

communication with that woman, who was then |

At Koullier's lodgings, when she was taken into |
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course of a now long professional life. For I have

hundreds of people in this country, have known

Elen.de

morally his course of conduct

been,

BW.

assis
with the view of
gratification. My Lord, I wish to point out to

charge. It is true that, under the name of Wilson,

any idea of his own safety, it is not unnatural that

cast upon his name, and bringing an
Sanlty, hav sadeavoured 8 30 8o,

was publicly announced that he was {dentified with
the person Wilson, the defendant did take a course
which at least was manly and straightforward,
because, as my learned friend Mr. Poland has
correctly mwg. the warrant having been issued
in March—or rather information, I think, in
March, and the warrant in April—the first public
snnouncement of the fact that there was a warrant
| l.gaimt. him was made on April 13. He was then
| abroad with his wife and family, and had for some
| considerable period been suffering from ill-health.
| Upon the public announcement being made his
| relations in this country telegraphed hirn, and
| within three days he telegraphed to the Speaker
of the House of Commons that he intended to
| return to this country. His solicitor, Mr. Wontner,
put himself in communication with the authorities
at Scotland-yard, intimating to them when the
defendant would arrive, and that he would
then surrender himself to the warrant. That
accordingly was done, and I have before me
a lotter of the Assistant Commissioner of
Police, Mr. Anderson, dated the 17th of April,
and addressed to Mr. Wontner, giving expression
to acknowledgments for the information commun-
icated to him. My Lord, the Defendant now
comes here before your Lordship to meet his fate.

is, as he must be, prepared to bear the penalty.
He acknowledges, to his shame, that he has lost an
honourable name, and that, in the future, he has to
set himself to endeavour to retrieve that lost name
and that lost position, I am not go'mit.o say that
there are any cirenmstances in which the offence to
which the prisoner has pleaded guilty is not a grave
offence. But I may suggest, as I desire to suggest
that it is an offence the gravity of which may vary
to a very considerable extent; and there are
especially three points in this matter which stand
revealed u
sitions, which I think your Lordship will rightly
| consider are proper to be mentioned to you and
| proper to be borne in mind by you.
| has confessed so much—that

e concerted with the
woman Roullier for the procuring of this woman—

lin
| woman herself, in the depositions which I have
| before me, that although he had desigred to pro-
| eure her for his own self-gratification, yet when he

Verney, and, as your Lordship may well conceive,
I have a duty to perform as painful as almost any
which I think I have ever had to discharge in the

to address to your Lordship a few words on the part
of the ecl'u'ilmmr. whom I, in common with many

and honoured, and who, ap to the time of the very
sad disclosures in this case, had borne creditably
the name which his father and his predecessors had
honourably borne, and who had rendzred good and
useful gubiic service. My Lord, the defendant has
Guilty, as my learned friend, Mr. Poland,

as correctly told your Lordship, to the substance
of the charges in this indictment. Your Lordship
will recollect that the principal offence is oné that
he could not have committed, because to constitute
it must be the procuring of a woman to have un-
lawful, carnal connection with other persons than
the person procuring ; and however reprehensible
may have
he had acted alone in endeavouring
to procure this girl for the gratification of his own
ions, it would not be an offence known to our
But he has pleaded guilty to the substance
of the charge that he has availed himself of the
tance, and concerted with another person,
Eﬂmming a female for his own

your Lordship how the prisoner has met this
he did shelter himself, and, apart altogether from
he should, for the sake of ireventing a slur being

ish to his
ut when it

He confesses the fault that he has committed ; he |

done useful public service. As a lad he joined the
Navy. For some 30 years he was in that service,
and attained the intinn which he now holds, but
must presently lose, as captain in that scrvice.
. He served in the Crimean War,, he served in the
Indian Mutiny, and he has medals cod special
recommendations for his zealons service and
gallantry, On three occasions—and it could be
proved if it were material to your Lordship—at
sea he risked his own life to save the life of his
fellow man. My Lord, this is the man who has
to be dealt with according to the justice of this
case. His position is lost, his rank in the Navy
has gone, his honoured name has departed from
him. My Lord, in such a case, he does not wait
F’WI: Lordship's sentence to suffer punishment.
unishment he suffers now in the humilistion and
ignominy of his position, in the shame that he has
brought upon honoured names closely connected
with him. My Lord, he must put up with this
nalty, bear his fate like a man, and look to the
ture to redeem the past.

Mr. Justice Smith, in passing sentence, said :—
Edmund Hope Verney, you have pleaded guilty to
certain counts in an indietment which ch that
you, in the month of September last, in conjunction
with & woman of the name of Eugenie Roullier, con-
spired to procure for your own base and wicked
; Eurpnscs a girl then just over the age of 19 years.

“ortunately for that girl —enticed and decoyed as
she was by you and Roullier to leave this country
and go to Paris—I say, fortunately it was for that
Eiri that her sound strong sense of viftue enabled

er to escape that ruin which you had plotted. I
have read the depositions in this case and re-read
| them, and I must say there are traces on the
| depositions which might lead to the conclusion that

this was not the only case in which you had been
| implicated in the same way. But that is not what
| I have got to investigate now. I Have to determine
what sentence shall be passed upon yoi I well
know and am keenly alive to the position in which
you stand, and to the disastrous results which neces-
| arily and obviously must foliow to a man of your
position by this conviction I have listened to what
your learned counsel has said in your behalf, to
| the fact that you committed no indecemcy by
act or word when you and Roullier got her to
Paris ; but I cannot shut my eyes ¢o the fact that
it was her own strong sense of duty which pre-
vented you from carrying out what you yourself
contemplated. I have now only a duty to perform
and that is to pass upon you the sentence of the

Court, which is that you be imprisoned for twelve

calendar months,

The prisoner then bowed to his Lordship, and
left the dock accompanied by two warders.

Sir C. Russell callel the attention of the Court to
one statement made at the last examination before
the magistrate by a Frenchwoman, who was =
witness.

Mr. Justice Smith. —I will take it that it did
| not occur. The remarks I made as to other cases
did not refer to the observation of the witness to
which vou have called my attention.

Sir C. Russell, on behalf of the prisoner, thanked
his Lordship for that observation.

| The presen: week has been of exceptional interest

| to Wesleyan Methodists throughout the country on
| account of tHe assembling in some 35 centres of
| what are technically known as the ** May District
| Committees.”

n the evidence before you in the depo- |
It is true —he |

mean Baskett —who is now in her twentieth year, '
| that she should go to France, and that he met her |
| in France. But it stands confessed by this young |

found that she was a woman of virtue and unwill- .

| ing to give in to his desires, it stands confessed
| that he was guilty of no act, not the slightest, of
indecency towards her. 1 read
| depositions ‘‘he made me hold my arm on
| his.” With that exception no sort of familiarity
| was ever committed. I think that is a fact of
| some significance. The next point which I desire to
emphasise is this: In the depositions stat 1s

the passage in the |

| are atiributed by Miss Baskett to the woman |

| Roullier in her conversations with her, and in
which undoubtedly the woman Roullier, it must
be admitted, was endeavouring to undermine the
| virtue of this girl But I wish to point out that,

| upon the face of the depositions, ®here isno sugges- |

| tion that any language of that kind was addressed
by Captain Verney to Miss Baskett, or was

! addressed by Madame Roullier in the presence of |
Captain Verney ; and further, that so far as the |
| depositions disclose—and, of course, they disclose |

| the fucts—there were two occasions, two only,
upon which Captain Verney wasin the exclusive
| company of Miss Baskett. One occasion was the
visit to the Eiffel Tower, and the other the visit to
the Hippodrome. It floes not appear that on
either of these occasions he was in her company

to go to Antwerp, and there would have an oppor- | secluded, private, and apart from the rest of the
tunity of again endeavouring to induce Miss [ world.

A further and last point I have to mention
is this, that when he discowered that she was
unwilling to yield to his desires he supplied the
money to send her home, and did send her home.
That appears also from the deposition I have before
me, because this young woman says ** Roullier
came bagk the day before I left. She told me she
had got money from Wilson to pay my salary and
my fare home.” My Lord, those are the three
points which I desire to call to your Lordship’s
attention. She, therefore, does arrive home, and
she arrives home uninjured and stainless. Now,
my Lord, am I not at least entitled to say that if |
Captain Verney's moral sense had entirely dis-
appeared, if he had allowed his better nature to
have been wholly overcome by his morbid passion
—is it too much to say that if that had been the
condition of things, regarding the position of this
young woman, friendless in a foreign country, spesk
ing vo langunge but her own—that if he had been
thoreughly abandoned and thoroughly wicked he
could have, if he had desired toresorttoreprehensible
measures, achieved his object? T have very little
mere to say. In a case of this kind I need eay
nothing about witnesses to character. The poxition
of the defendant speaks for that. He was chair-
man of Quarter Sessions of the county in which
he lived—the county of Anglesey. He resigned
that post with the unanimously expressed regret
of all who were members of the Court. H’esl:na
taken part in much useful public work, and sat in
the. House of Commons as & member for one of the
divisions of North Bucks. Whatever faults he

Mr, Besley, on the part of the defendant, Captain

not been one wholly of selfish indulgence. He has |

may have committed in this regard, his life has | |
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