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M A R I E A G T J E T A N T S M O K D E E . E R . 
A R O M A N T I C S T O R Y . 

The hor r ib le circumstances o f t he Rue Caumar t in 
murder , t w o y e a n ago, caused a great sensation i n 
France, and even i n Eng land . I t may be remembered 
tha t the police fai led t o ob ta in any clue o f the m u r ­
derer of Mar ie Aguetant . They have, however, n o w 
secured a person w h o m they firmly believe t o be the 
poor woman 's assailant. H i s discovery was made 
under somewhat ex t r ao rd ina ry circumstances, 
w h i c h are re la ted b y the Paris correspondent 
of the Daily Chronicle. I n 1887 a man cal l ing 
himself Prado, and a woman go ing b y the 
name of the Countess of L inska , p u t u p a t 
the Hote l d u Palais, near the Champs Elysees. 
The man was caught robb ing a safe, b u t managed t o 
effect his escape. La te r he was caught c o m m i t t i n g 
another crime, and sent to pr ison. A b o u t the same 
t i m e the false Countess of L inska , whose real name 
is Marie Renaud, was arrested a t Marennes, w h i l e 
endeavouring t o dispose of some jewels, proved b y 
the police t o have been stolen f r o m the hotel i n the 
Champs Elysees. M . Gu i l l o t , w h o had no t lost hope 
of discovering the murderer of Marie Aguetant , had 
his suspicions aroused b y the discovery, on th is 
w o m a n , of a le t ter f rom Prado, w a r n i n g her " not t o 
betray the o r i g i n of the jewels she had, and 
above a l l no t to speak about the others." Pressed 
w i t h questions b y M . Gu i l lo t , Marie Renaud 
a t last a d m i t t e d t h a t " t h e o t h e r s " were 
those stolen f rom Mar ie Aguetant , w h o had, 
i n fact , been murdered b y Prado. They had 
been sold i n Spain. She gave the addresses of the 
purchasers, and French detectives were sent at once 
to t h a t count ry , lbs jewels were recovered, and 
proved to be pa r t o f those stolen f rom Marie Ague-
taut . Prado has n o w been seen b y a l l the witnesses 
examined at the t i m e of the Rue Caumar t in murder , 
and recognised b y t h e m a l l as being the woman's 
lover. He was k n o w n as " the Amer ican ," and had 
been seen i n Mar ie Aguetant 's company the n ight 
before her murder . As soon as the jewels a r r ive from 
Spain he w i l l be confronted w i t h his accuser, Marie 
Kenaud, and the jewels shown h i m . M . Gu i l l o t 
hopes t ha t he w i l l then , i n the presence o f such ev i ­
dence, confess to the murder and robbery. 

T H A N E T E L E C T I O N . 
Although there was a good deal of exci tement over 

the pol l ing for a successor t o the late Colonel K i n g -
Hiirman as Par l iamentary representative of th i s con­
st i tuency, a l l passed off qu ie t ly . The count ing of 
votes proceeded n e x t morn ing , and the resul t was as 
f o l l o w s : — 

M r . J. Lowthe r (Conservative) 3547 
M r . E . Knatchbull-Hugessen (Gladstonian) 2889 

M a j o r i t y 658 
The fo l lowing were the numbers at the t w o previous 

elections:— 
1886. I 1885. 

K i n g - H a r m a n ( C ) . . 3399 
E. U . Banks ( G . ) . . . 1311 

M a j o r i t y . . . 2088 

K i n g - H a r m a n ( C ) . . 3381 
E . ¥. Davis ( L . ) . . . 2670 

M a j o r i t y . . . 711 

S I N G U L A R T O R P E D O A C C I D E N T . 
A strange accident occurred i n Portsmouth Harbour 

a'»>ut half-past eight on the morn ing of the 30th u l t . 
1 he Fire Queen, a vessel of 466 tons, commanded by 
Capta in Phil ips, and serving as the Port A d m i r a l * 
yacnt , was l y i n g at her usual moorings off the Gospnrt 
s ' i n ! , . . The Severn was a t a buoy off the King 's 
Stairs, 'some 700 or 800 yards f rom the Fire Queen. 
The Severn is a protected cruiser of the Mersey class 
of about 4000 tons. She was on Saturday morn ing 
j r - p a r i n g for a t r i a l of her torpedoes i n Stokes Bay, 
under the supervision of Captain S. Long , of the 
% ernon Torpedo School. Probably t o save t i m e 
a T the t r i a l , the Severn's torpedo tubes had been 
leaded, -with o f course uncharged torpedoes. 
Toe ordinary mode of discharging a torpedo 
l'«in the tube is b y the pressure of a b u t t o n i n the 
conning tower. I t is possible, however, for the 
mechanism by accident or design to be touched at the 
>nd of the tube and the torpedo thus discharged. 
"Whether th is was so on the occasion of the accident 
w i l l , of course, be a mat te r of searching i n q u i r y , l i n t 
whatever the cause of the discharge the resul t was 
.- .arming and serious. The captain of the Fire 
Queen was not on board, and the boatswain wan 
the office* then i n charge. The crew were engaged 
in the i r o rd inary occupations, and a few joiners and 
pun te r s were complet ing the work i n hand when 
ti .ey were star t led b y a v io lent shock, the result 
ot a heavy b low near the ship's s tem. I t was soon 
discovered tha t a hole had been made, and tha t the 
ship was t a k i n g wate r rap id ly . Signals for a id were 
p r o m p t l y answered. A pa r ty f rom the Duke of Wel­
l ing ton flagship, l y i n g close by , soon p u t off under 
Commander Cook, w i t h a manual p u m p , and t i ie 
Gr inder and Man ly tugs got to w o r k w i t h the i r suction 
hose. By this means the»seamen's deck was relieved 
of a considerable body of water . A d iver who had 
been hasti ly summoned was also sent d o w n . l i e dis­
covered tha t immediately under the counter (wh ich is 
near the stern), and some four feet below the water 
line, a hole about four or five inches i n diameter had 
br«n made i n the i ron bo t tom of the ship, bu lg ing i n 
the outer plate some three-eights of an inch th ick , 
tearing th rough the w o o d w o r k and break ing away 
the inner casing. The hole, t h rough w h i c h the 
wa te r was of course pour ing , was p lugged w i t h 
oakum, and a m a t was h u n g over the ship's 
side. The hole had beyond a l l doubt been 
made b y a d u m m y torpedo discharged f rom the 
Severn's tube. The discharge o f a torpedo under 
such conditions is unprecedented, and not a l i t t l e 
astonishment has been created a t the amount of 
damage w h i c h even a d u m m y can by mere punching 
inf l ic t on the i ron bo t tom of a ship. The monetary 
loss w i l l not be very serious, b u t had the Fire Queen 
been a t Spithead, where a id w o u l d not have been so 
accessible, i t is more t h a n doub t fu l i f she could have 
he, n kept afloat. As i t is , t he vessel was i n the 
cmrBe of the day got safely i n t o dock, where her 
b -ttom was careful ly examined, and where tier 
r< pa rs w i l l once more be carr ied out . The Por t 
A d m i r a l and the V i c e - A d m i r a l of the Channel 
Squadron were absent on d u t y i n London a t the t i m e 
of the disaster, b u t on the i r r e t u r n a cour t o f i n q u i r y 
w i l l i i m m d i a t e l y be summoned. 

T H E J O C K E Y ' S L I B E L S U I T . 
A F A R T H I N G D A M A G E S . 

Afte r a hear ing ex tend ing over nine days, the t u r f 
l i b e l case o f W o o d v. Cox has been brought to a close 
i n the Queen's Bench Div i s ion , before the L o r d Chief 
Justice and a special j u r y . The act ion was brought 
by Charles Wood, jockey, t o recover damages f rom 
M r . W . H . Cox, propr ie tor of the Licensed Victuallers' 
Gazelle, for i m p u t i n g t h a t he h a d un fa i r l y ridden 
General Owen Wil l iams 's Success bo th a t the Lewes 
and Alexandra Park meetings. The defence was one 
of jus t i f ica t ion , and after a prolonged consul ta t ion 
the j u r y found fo r the p la in t i f f , w i t h a f a r t h i n g 
damages. H i s lordship, i n g i v i n g judgment , declined 
to exercise his discretion i n d e p r i v i n g p la in t i f f of costs, 
b u t granted a s tay of execution for a m o n t h i n order 
to g ive defendant's counsel an oppor tun i ty of applying 
to the Cour t o f Appeal on the subject. 

A f a r t h i n g (says the London Daily Chronicle, com­
men t ing on th i s case) is the s u m a t w h i c h a patient 
j u r y est imated the damage done t o the character of 
Wood the jockey, b y a spor t ing publ icans ' newspaper, 
w h i c h accused h i m of " p u l l i n g " a horse named 
" Success " a t the Alexandra -park and Lewes races 
last year. To accuse a jockey i n the spor t ing Press 
of " p u l l i n g " a horse is to accuse h i m of f raudulent ly 
hold ing the an imal i n so t h a t i t loses a race wh ich 
the jockey is pa id to w i n . The suggestion is t ha t the 
jockey has for p r iva t e ga in manufac tured defeat 
for his employer. The sum claimed b y Wood as 
damages was £5000, and i t was no t too m u c h t o ask i f 
he had been w r o n g l y accused. The damages awarded by 
the j u r y consist of one f a r t h i n g , so t h a t w o may 
safely leave our readers t o d r a w the i r o w n inference 
f rom the proceedings. We need not say t h a t the t r i a l 
is real ly an offshoot of the scandal caused b y L o r d 
Durham hav ing accused Sir George C h e t w y n d of 
lamentable i r regular i t ies on the t u r f . Tha t affair, 
however, remains for decision, and i t is our d u t y not 
to go beh ind the record, b u t to f ix a t ten t ion t o the 
parties i n the ac t ion la te ly decided. Mos t people, 
we believe, w i l l be s t ruck b y the fact t h a t the Public 
Prosecutor raised these proceedings against 
the newspaper. The ve rd ic t of the j u r y , and 
the evidence g iven , together w i t h the con­
temptuous censure of the L o r d Chief Justice, ought to 
convince the Public Prosecutor t h a t he was wrong . 
I t has a lways been understood t h a t a t tacks on 
p r iva te character should be v ind ica ted b y pr ivate 
i c t ions . I t was no t unless these a t tacks could be 
shown to be l i k e l y to lead to serious breach of the 
peace i n the case of Wood t h a t the Publ ic Prosecutor 
was free to raise or sanct ion c r i m i n a l proceedings. 
The s t rong po in t against Wood was t ha t when he 
rode " Success" a t the t w o races mentioned, the 
i n i m a l l o s t ; b u t j u s t af terwards , w h e n r idden by 
mothe r jockey, i t w o n . T h a t Wood t h r e w away 
die race a t Lewes seems to be clear. The 
moot po in t is whether he t h r e w i t a w a y 
f rom dishonest motives. As t o th is there was much 
confl ic t ing evidence. W i t h regard to the Alexandra-
pa rk races the best witnesses seemed t o t h i n k tha t 
Wood t r i e d no t to w i n b y p u l l i n g his horse r i g h t 
across another one. The charges of foul p lay against 
Wood became so unpleasant t ha t he resolved early i n 
the year to submi t his conduct to t he Jockey Club. 
I t was therefore strange, as L o r d Coleridge said, t h a t 
he elected to stop the i r i n q u i r y , i n order to 
b r i ng a c r i m i n a l ac t ion for damages against a 
sport ing paper t h a t echoed rather t h a n raised 
these pa infu l rumours . Wood, i t m u s t be 
al lowed, d i d no t press his case ho t ly before 
the Jockey Club. Af ter ad journing t h e y seem 
to have v i r t u a l l y dropped proceedings for some t ime . 
Wood then displayed equal a p a t h y ; b u t when the i n ­
q u i r y was reopened later i n the past year the Jockey 
Club cancelled his license. This , of course, was v e r y 
serious for Wood. I t was, however , not u n t i l L o r d 
D u r h a m , some t i m e afterwards (7 th February) , at a 
meet ing i n L o r d Hastings's house, accused Wood of 
" p u l l i n g " races, t h a t he fe l t sensitive as t o his repu­
t a t i o n , and in i t i a ted legal proceedings against the 
newspaper w h i c h or ig ina l ly a t tacked h i m . Wood's 
content ion t h a t the a t tack i n the newspaper caused 
the Jockey Club t o cancel his license was absurd. 
The most w e can say is t h a t i t caused the c lub 
to ho ld an i n q u i r y , the evidence g iven at w h i c h 
led to the license being cancelled. T h a t the a t tack i n 
t t ie newspaper damaged Wood's reputa t ion i n a 
general w a y , b y pre jud ic ing racing men against h i m , 
was v e r y doubt fu l . The consensus of opinion among 
the most t r u s t w o r t h y of the witnesses was tha t his 
repu ta t ion was questioned before the newspaper said 
a n y t h i n g to cast suspicion on h i m . On Wood's side, 
a l l t h a t could be argued was t ha t , i n spite of this 
consensus of opinion, honourable men s t i l l employed 
h i m t o rid? the i r horses — an a rgument wh ich 
obvious ly d i d not help h i m t o prove damage. The 
leading facts, as w e have n o w sif ted t h e m f rom the 
evidence, d i d not , therefore, j u s t i f y the j u r y i n g iv ing 
any ^tlier verd ic t t han the one w h i c h they returned. 

W E are behind the Antipodes i n courtesy ! The 
proprietor of a New Queensland j ou rna l has, as we 
see by the mails, p u t u p for Pa r l i amen t H i s local 
r i va l mentions the fact . I n the process o f men t ion­
ing i t , i t courteously alludes to the candidate's paper 
as the Champion Turncoat , the Judas Oracle, the 
Great Mormon L i a r , the Sodom and Gomorrah Evan­
gelist, and the Br igham Y o u n g Advocate, and adds 
tha t i t doesnt w a n t t o create i l l -feel ing. 

M R . M ' N E I L L is Superintendent of t he Arbroa th 
eolice. Ex-Bai l l ie Carg i l l is a solici tor o f the town. 
Here (says the London Echo) 's a l i t t l e discussion 
which occurred between the t w o i n the Court-house 
the other d a y : " M r . C a r g i l l : A n officer w h o cannot 
l i f t his hat f rom the ground, and has to be lecLhome, 
M r . M ' N e i l l : Y o u should be ashamed of yotu-self. 
You are a disgrace t o your profession. M r . C a r g i l l : 
The idea of a poor, pe t ty creature l ike y o u , w h o never 
should have been here. Y o u are worthless. M r . 
M ' N e i l l : Y o u should go and hide yourself among the 
rocks ." -

M R . C. H . E. B R O O K F I K L D , the actor, has been 
summoned before the magistrates at Mar lborou^h-
i t r ee t for assaulting M r . A. M . Moore, the edi tor of a 
paper called the Hawk. I t was alleged tha t M r . 
Brookfield a t tacked the defendant i n a cafe and i t 
was said on his behalf tha t he had done so on account 
»J a s ta tement w h i c h appeared i n the paper named 
I n the result, M r . Brookfieki was bound over i n £10 
to b e of good behaviour. 

A T the' last meeting o f the School Board for London 
a resolution carried last December, d i rec t ing tha t in 
all cases where more than t w o weeks' school fees are 
in arrear t h e teachers should be called upon XM pa< 
the amounts due for any period beyond t i e t w o week? 
was rescinded. A le t ter was read f rom University 
College, s ta t ing tha t i t was intended to found s i x 
s c h o l a r s h i p s conferring free education on cer t i . i i . 
pup i s ut Hoard S c h o o l s . 

A Q U E E R J U R Y . 
A Paris j u r y has g iven another strange verd ic t . I t 

has acqui t ted the journa l i s t Eugene Haber t , aged 47, 
w h o shot the a r t i s t Fel ix Dupuis , aged 55, i n a duel 
i n the Bois de Bologne, last A p r i l . Haber t at tended 
a reception a t D u p u i s ' house, where a y o u n g lady 
reci ted a sonnet on a p ic tu re b y Dupuis . He then 
r id icu led bo th sonnet and a r t i s t i n his newspaper. 
Being t o l d t ha t he had violated the laws o f hospi tal i ty , 
and w o u l d n o t be again i n v i t e d b y M . Dupuis, he 
w r o t e another offensive ar t ic le . He was challenged 
to a duel. H e then practised pistol-shooting a t a 
zinc figure, learnt to h i t i t i n the heart, and aimed at 
his adversary's heart. The four seconds were indicted 
as accomplices, they hav ing shamefully neglected to 
a t t emp t an arrangement, or to insist on an apology 
b y Habert . A l l five were acqui t ted . M . Anatole de 
la Forge, deputy , summoned as an expert i n duel l ing, 
s t rongly condemned the seconds for a l l o w i n g the 
encounter to t ake place. Paris jur ies have always 
acqui t ted a m a n w h o had received s t rong provoca­
t i o n ; t hey now acqui t the m a n w h o has g iven the 
provocat ion. 

I N D I A B U D G E T . 
The explanatory memorandum b y the Under-Secre­

t a r y of State for I n d i a on the Accounts and Estimates 
for 1888-89 has been issued to Members of Parl iament. 
The revenue for the ensuing year is est imated i n tens 
of rupees a t 80,010,500, and the deficit a t 698,000, 
i nc lud ing the cost of special defence w o r k s . The 
de6ci t last year shown b y the revised Budget was 
Rx . 3,016,700. I t appears f rom this statement that 
at the end of 1887 there were i n I n d i a 14,068 miles 
of r a i l w a y open, on w h i c h there had been a capi tal 
expenditure o f R. 183,012,573. Nearly 20 mi l l i on 
passengers and over 20 m i l l i o n tons of goods were 
carried d u r i n g the year. Whi le , however, the r a i l ­
ways gave i n I n d i a a r e t u r n of more t h a n 5J per 
cent, on the i r capi ta l cost, the expense of pay ing i n 
England the interest a t rates f ixed i n go ld "was so 
heavy t h a t the resul t o f the Ra i lway Revenue 
Account is t o impose a considerable charge on the 
Government. 

T H E W I L T O N D I A M O N D S . 
M r . Justice Kekewich , i n the Chancery Div is ion , 

has given judgmen t on an act ion brought b y L o r d de 
Ros and Sir Henry des Vceux as executors of the w i l l 
of the second E a r l of W i l t o n to recover possession of 
cer ta in d iamond ornaments. The act ion is brought, 
against the w i d o w of the t h i r d E a r l of W i l t o n and the 
present earl , and the ornaments consist of a diamond 
t ia ra and necklet and brooches. I t was stated t h a t 
the second earl , d u r i n g his l i fe , gave the ornaments 
t o his wife to be w o r n d u r i n g his l ife, and then to be 
handed over to his heir, and th i s had been done. M r . 
Justice Kekewich , after hearing a long argument on 
the legal aspects o f the case, dismissed the act ion. 

A T the last meet ing of the Y o r k Board o f Guardians 
t h - chai rman stated t ha t there had been a smal l eu*. 
break ot smallpox at Strensall Camp, near Y o r k 
» h e r e 5000 regular soldiers and m i l i t i a m e n are en­
camped. The infected persons, however, bad been 
removed, and i t was hoped no fur ther cas.*s w o u l d 
occur. 

H O I S T W I T H H E R O W N P E T A R D i 
A S A M E R I C A N C H A R A C T E R S K E T C H . 

" I t ' s t he c r o w n i n g success of m y fife," declared Miss 
Abigai l B r o w n t r i u m p h a n t l y . " The c r o w n i n g success 
of m y l i fe , so f u r , " she r u m i n a t e d , as she b r i s k l y 
polished the t i n saucepan w i t h a woo l l en c lo th and s 
b i t of ashes. 

Miss A b i g a i l was a spare-bui l t , f rosty-featured 
maiden, w h o , so the gossips said, *' w o u l d never see 
th i r t y - f i ve again." H o w e v e r t h a t m i g h t have been, 
she was persistently close-mouthed whenever the sub­
ject of b i r thdays was mentioned. 

tYhateverher shortcomings m a y nave been, Mi s t 
Ab iga i l was a " born housekeeper." A n d whatever 
fau l t M r . Nicholas Mer idew f o u n d to compla in of in 
his deceased wife's sister, carelessness or neglect i r 
the r u n n i n g o f domestic machinery was no t one oi 
them. 

The bacon was i l w a y s f r i ed t o a t u r n ; the beam 
were j u s t cooked enough and n o t too m u c h ; the bis­
cuits and " corn p m e " were never sour nor streakec 
w i t h soda; the cookies and dough-nuts were tendei 
a n d toothsome, and the f r i t t e r s and gr iddle cakes at 
l i gh t as a p u f f ; the coffee was of r i g h t s t rength , cleat 
as amber, and wi thou t any " grounds " f loat ing o n i t f 
t ranslucent bosom 

Indeed, as a housekeeper, Miss A b i g a i l wa t 
w o r t h her weight i n go ld , and t hough she had not 
l ived o n terms of unclouded fr iendship w i t h her 
deceased sister, the former M r s . Mer idew, she had 
flown to the rescue of her bro ther - in- law i n hif 
bereavement. 

Moreover, she assumed entire charge of his estab­
l i shment , f rom the care of his l inen to the manage 
men t of his t w o l i t t l e g i r l s , t e n and t w e l v e years of 
age. 

As there is no sweet w i t h o u t i t s accompanying 
b i t t e r , however , Miss A b i g a i l had found her " thoru 
i n the flesh " i n the person of Susan Black, the music 
teacher of the t w o y o u n g Meridews. I t was i n va i r 
t h a t she had used her arts and machinations to haw 
the obnoxious person dismissed. Nicholas Meridew. 
ihough an easy-going m a n i n general, was obs t ina te l j 
determined t o have his o w n w a y i n th is pa r t i cu la r . 

" Poor L u c i n d y wanted the g i r l s to learn music , and 
she set a heap of store b y Susan," was a l l he woulc 
say on the mat ter . B u t Miss A b i g a i l w o u l d not o w r 
herself vanquished. 

" I never d i d believe i n them red-haired women, ' 
she g rumbled persistently t o herself. " I f she ain ' i 
got her eye on h i m now, she w i l l have, sure as l i t t l t 
apples. B u t I ' l l f ind a w a y to get rid of h e r , see i f 1 
don't. There's more ways o f k i l l i n g a cat beside 
choking i t to death on bu t te r . " 

B u t i t was not u n t i l the New Year t h a t the deter­
mined schemer found a chance to complete her plans 

Her brother- in- law hav ing gone t o the c i t y or 
business, i t was easy to send the l i t t l e g i r l s t o pla j 
i n the a t t i c w h i l e she received the music teacher he r 
self. 

Poor Susan, w h o was t i m i d as a wood- thrash , fell 
chi l led t o the mar row of her bones as she found her­
self confronted b y the housekeeper's angular f igure 
and responded t o her i cy greet ing. 

" W h a t can be the mat te r ?" she wondered, trem­
b l i n g i n w a r d l y . A n d her ag i ta t ion was b y no meam 
lessened when Miss A b i g a i l condescended to speak. 

' • I sh 'd l ike to know,"she demanded g r i m l y , •• h o * 
m u c h longer th is sort o ' t h i n g is a-goin ' to continue 
o n ? " 

" W h a t — w h a t sort of t h i n g ?" fa l tered Susan redden­
i n g w i t h apprehension. " I f i t ' s the scales you 
mean, I — t h e y " 

"Scales, p s h a w ! " re tor ted her enemy mercilessly 
" W h o said a n y t h i n g about scales. Since I mus 
speak out , I mean pretending to g ive music lesson' 
so y o u can have a chance t o r u n after m y brother- in-
l a w ! He knows as w e l l as everybody else, t h a t you're 
a-settin ' y o u r cap for h i m , b u t let me t e l l you i t won ' ' 
gojdown. Nicholas Meridew w o u l d n ' t look a t you , though 
he m a y p i t y y o u r pover ty , an ' hire y o u i f y o u don't 
give m u c h satisfaction. B u t he don ' t beve any idee 
of going any fur ther . A n ' n o w t h a t folks are begin­
n i n g to make remarks, i t ' s t i m e y o u took steps to put 
a stop to i t , seeing he c a n t . " 

Poor Susan stood as i f t u r n e d to stone, w h i l e tears 
of mor t i f ica t ion stood i n her downcast b lue eyes. 

" I f — i f I d o n t g ive satisfaction, I w i l l g ive u p my 
s i tua t ion a t once," she re turned , w h e n she could 
resume cont ro l of her voice. " B u t as for you r other 
assert ion—it—it 's outrageous, preposterous!" 

" Do y o u g ive u p your s i tua t ion t h e n ?" demanded 
the housekeeper, relentlessly. 

" I do ," re tu rned Susan, as she t i ed the s t r ings of 
her shabby s t r aw hat w i t h t r e m b l i n g fingers, and 
has t i ly departed. Her cheeks burned w i t h mort if ica­
t i on , and the hot tears dropped f rom her eyes, as 
she hu r r i ed on to her smal l apa r tmen t i n the w i d o w 
Connor's humble cottage. 

" I — I ' l l go a w a y th i s v e r y dav , and l i v e w i t t i 
Cousin Chloe," she sobbed, s t i l l i nd ignan t over her 
in terv iew. " She wants me, and I never, never w a n t 
to see h i m again, i f he can believe tha t . " 

Miss Abiga i l , meanwhi le , was g loa t i ng over the 
success of her plans. 

" I t was l u c k y he was o u t of the w a y , " she smiled 
complacently, " an ' n o w i t ' s settled, I ' l l fly to wor l i 
and g i t eve ry th ing ready, fu r the New Year's t o ­
mor row. He said he'd be back i n t i m e t o eat i t w i t h 
us." 

* # # # # 
A t r i m l i t t l e figure w i t h a r u s t y b lack dress, w i t h 

a shawl and hat to match, stood on the steps of a 
pretentious-looking three-storey b r i ck house, i n front 
of w h i c h swung the fami l ia r n o t i c e : M Rooms to Let , 
w i t h or w i t h o u t Board." 

The door was flung open w i t h a bang, and a p lump , 
middle-aged lady, w i t h red checks and profusion of 
i ron grey bangs, popped suddenly out , l i k e a female 
" Jack-in-the-box." 

" W h y , Susan Plack, so y o u d i d come, after a l l ! 
You blessed creature," cr ied the p l u m p lady , falling 
upon Susan's neck and bestowing effusive kisses o: 
her cheek. " Come r i g h t i n , m y dear. The house is 
chock f u l l , and I d idn ' t know w h a t I was going t o do. 
w i t h Bridget d r u n k already o n the b randy for the 
egg-nog, and the d in ing-room g i r l t a k i n g French leavt 
w i t h o u t a minute's w a r n i n g . B u t go along, m y dear, 
to m y room on the second floor, and take off j o i n 
things, wh i l e I r e t u r n to the k i tchen before them 
cranberry ta r t s get scorched to flinders." 

A n d Susan made her w a y to the second floor w i t h 
her head i n a w h i r l . 

" C o u s i n Chloe d idn ' t say w h i c h room,"' she medi­
tated. " B u t I see an overcoat and mi t tens i n t h a t 
one, so th i s mus t be i t ; " and, push ing open the 
door, she w a l k e d precipi tately i n t o the arms o f a 
gentleman w h o was jus t coming ou t , and a fami l ia r 
voice cr ied c h e r r i l y : " W h y , Miss—Miss Susan, you 
here ?'' he asked, forget t ing to drop her hand, i n the 
surprise and excitement. 

A n d Susan, a degree shyer t h a n usual , d rew awav . 
a s she b lushingly replied " t h a t she had come to l i v e 
w i t h Cousin Chloe, and help w a i t on the boarders." 

" A n d w h a t are we going to do w i t h o u t you ?'' 
demanded Nicholas, gaping persistently i n her shyly 
averteo. face. 

Wlien Cousin Chloe came flying u p the stairs, half 
an l iour later, she n a r r o w l y escaped the astonishing 
sight of her t ransient boarder bes towing a very lover 
l ike kiss on her count ry cousin's b lush ing cheek. As 
i t w a s , tier b r igh t eyes discovered tha t something 
had occurred, and she was no t Ions i n l ea rn ing th i 
t r u t h . b 

« A n d so I 've got t o lose you after a l l , " she cried, it 
muck despair. " However, Br idget has fortunate!-, 
got o v e r l ier spree, and her rister came to take the 
chAtubc irmaid ' s place, so affairs a i n t so bad a s the} 
in ig t i t be. B u t y o u mus t have the wedd ing here, 
m y dear, i n m y house, since I a m y o u r nearest re­
la t ive ." A n d , as Cousin Chloe's suggestion was 
h e a s t i l y backed by " icho las , Susan's scruples were 
easily overcome, and the w e d d i n g took place on N e w 
Year's morn ing . 

* * » # # 
" T i m e to dish u p the dinner , and be a i n t come 

ye t , " g rumbled Miss Abiga i l , as she t a m e d f rem 
the w i n d o w for the dozenth t i m e w i t h a disappointed 
face. 

•' The tu rkey ' s overcooked now, keepin ' i t i n the 
ovea so long, and the mince p i e s l l bo as s«ggy as 
k-a-d," when suddenly the sound of wheels was heard, 
rUHag m s k l r up the lane. 

- l a j j u b c o m i n g ! Papa's coming 1" cr ied the t - w i 
; i r l s , dashing boisterously ou t , w h i l e Miss Abigai l 
io l lowed w i t h a we l coming smile. I t was changed 
to a f r o w n , however , as her eye f e l l upon t h a t hated 
music teacher, a t t i r e d i n grey s i l k , w i t h flowers i n her 
hat. 

•' W h a t on ear th !" she mut t e red , b u t her words 
were cu t short b y her b ro ther - in - law, w h o p r o u d l y i n ­
troduced his w i f e . 

A n d the ambi t ious housekeeper had the pleasure of 
snowing t h a t her successful achievement had only 
precipitated the resu l t she was so anxious to prevent . 

E G Y P T A N D T H E S O U D A N . 
T H E E N G L I S H O C C U P A T I O N . 

The quest ion o f the Eng l i sh occupat ion o f Egypt 
is again before the Porte. M o u k t a r Pasha has re­
por ted t h a t as the c o u n t r y is en t i re ly a t peace, w i t h 
the except ion of a few revol ted t r ibes i n t ipper 
E g y p t , there is no longer any necessity for the 
Engl ish t o remain . His emissaries have informed 
h i m t h a t the chiefs of the revol ted t r ibes declare 
the i r readiness t o s u b m i t i f t he Engl i sh q u i t the 
coun t ry . The Porte asked the Khedive whether 
he w s u l d conf i rm the above. I a m assured (says a 
Constantinople correspondent) t h a t upon his decl in­
i n g t o do so I s m a i l Pasha was sounded. Rumour 
says t h a t the quest ion of the Khedive's deposition was 
mentioned. I t is conf ident ly asserted t h a t the Khe ­
d ive is n o w disposed t o show himself more amenable 
t o t he Porte. 

AN E M I R S L A I N . 
There was a 6harp sk i rmish the other day between 

the E g y p t i a n cava l ry and some A r a b horsemen w h o 
came w i t h i n 2000 ya rds o» the Wate r forts . The 
Arabs lost the E m i r Osman W a d Farah, the late 
Mahdi 's adviser, w h o was the p r i n c i p a l E m i r , and 
ranked nex t to t he Kha l i fa . I t was he w h o led the 
a t tack o n March 4. H i s death has caused great con­
sternat ion a t Handoub. Our loss inc luded three men 
k i l l e d , and one m a n wounded . 

Trade between Suak im and the smal l places i n the 
neighbourhood, i nc lud ing Handoub, continues b r i sk . 

E U R O P E A N P R I S O N E R S A T K H A R T O U M . 
The secretary of the Ant i -S lavery Society sends the 

Centra l News an epitome of news contained i n an 
advance sheet of Petermann's Mittheilungcn for J u l y , 
w h i c h contains a lamentable account of the condi t ion 
of the European prisoners i n K h a r t o u m . T w o smal l 
le t ters , about four t imes the size of a postage s tamp, 
were la te ly b rough t b y t w o messengers f r o m K h u r -
t o u m t o Cairo, one be ing w r i t t e n b y S la t in Bey, and 
the other b y the w i d o w of an E g y p t i a n officer. L u p t o n 
Bey is described as h av ing been compelled to w o r k i n 
the arsensal as a common Arab labourer, and w i t h o u t 
clothes except ing a pair of d rawers and a fez. His friends 
w i l l be g lad to hear t h a t his present condi t ion is a l i t t l e 
better, as he is n o w al lowed t o w o r k i n the m i n t . 
S la t in Bey is said t o be ac t ing as the Mahdi ' s ta i s , or 
forerunner. Barefoot and ha l f naked, he has t o r u n 
before the Mahdi ' s horse, c a r r y i n g a lance and a 
smal l banner, and is compelled to ho ld the s t i r r u p of 
th i s fanatic whenever he mounts or dismounts . 
Neufeia, a German, is kep t i n chains, and ou t o\ 
mere wantonness has t w o or three t imes been 
ordered for execution, b u t cu t d o w n after h a v i n g 
been hung for a few seconds. Baron Seckendorff's 
servant and a Prussian non-commissioned officer named 
Klo tz ( w h o d ied t w e l v e months ago) suffered s imi la r 
to r tures . Thethree missionaries and four nuns (Aus t r i an 
and I t a l i an ) are better t reated, and al lowed. to be free. 
The messenger stated t h a t i f 500 Mohammedan troops 
were t o march on K h a r t o u m f rom W a d y Haifa the 
t r ibes w o u l d g lad ly desert the M a h d i , and t h e y m i g h t 
enter the c i t y w i t h an a r m y of 10,000 men , where, 
w i t h the except ion o f a few hundred fanatics, 
nobody i n K h a r t o u m w o u l d offer the sl ightest re­
sistance. The ar t ic le states t l i a t one of the 
messengers lef t Cairo on June 5, on his r e t u r n 
j ou rney to K h a r t o u m via Berber, and t ha t , besides 
c a r r y i n g let ters for the prisoners o f the same m i n u t e 
size as those t h a t he brought , he was entrusted 
w i t h a considerable sum ot money for the use of 
t h e prisoners, over and above the r e w a r d pa id h i m 
for his f a i t h f u l services. Dr . Junker adds a note to 
the ar t ic le , i n w h i c h he gives thanks for the w a r n ­
i n g he had received w h e n he was already on his w a y 
f r o m Centra l Afr ica to j o i n L u p t o n , and blesses t t ie 
day on w h i c h he t u rned back and took shelter i n the 
p rov ince where E m i n Pasha s t i l l holds rule . Had he 
gone n o r t h as he f i rs t essayed to do, and a* Secken­
dorff's servant d i d , he w o u l d undoub ted ly be a 
prisoner a t the present moment i n K h a r t o u m . 

T H E W H I T E P A S H A . 
F r o m in fo rma t ion w h i c h has reached the Foreign 

Office i t is regarded as a lmost cer ta in t h a t the " Whi t e 
Pasha" reported t o tie a t Bahr-el-Gazil , on the march 
towards K h a r t o u m , w i t h a large force, is no other 
t h a n Stanley. Before he s tar ted t o relieve E m i n Pasha 
the Government gave i t t o be understood t h a t they 
w o u l d not be responsible for his actions, beyond 
g i v i n g h i m any assistance t h a t m i g h t become neces­
sary t h rough the i r agents. 

E P I T O M E 

B E T T E R F O R T H E C H I N E S E . 
The Br i t i sh Consul a t Pakhoi, i n Southern China, 

i n his last repor t , examines t l ie manner i n w h i c h 
var ious interests have been affected b y the opening 
of the por t to foreign t rade 10 years ago. The coun t ry 
people i n the immedia te v i c i n i t y have d i s t i n c t l y bene­
f i ted. The i r f a r m produce of various k inds fetches B0 
per cent, more t h a n i t d i d , o w i n g t o the larger marke t 
opened b y the steamers. This prosper i ty is shown 
b y the w iden ing area of l and under cu l t i va t i on . I t 
can scarcely be doubted also t h a t the na t ive com­
merc ia l classes have bet tered the i r condi t ion , tor 
a l though the merchants g rumble a t the w a n t of p ro­
fitable business, t he t rade along the ne ighbour ing 
coast tends more and more t o centre i n Pakhoi . 
" Las t l y , and most impor t an t , how has foreign t rade 
i n general, and B r i t i s h t rade i n par t icu lar , been 
affected P I t is impossible i n the absence of sufficient 
da ta to give an answer t h a t may no t be d isputed, b u t 
m y o w n opinion, after a year's residence, is t h a t there 
is l i t t l e reason t o suppose t h a t the foreign t rade o f 
the West Coast is i n a more prosperous pos i t ion t o ­
day than i t w o u l d have held had Pakhoi never been 
oprned, and had commerce been car r ied o n as i t was 
before 1 A p r i l , 1877." 

P?rran>ENT D I A Z has again beer, 
Mexican Presidency. *ls^j 

T H E people o f N e w South Wales »- - . 
1886, £4 14s. CJd. per head. 

'• | I 

A F A T A L B E A U T Y . 
A fa ta l and t e r r ib le Alger ian beauty , named F a t m a 

ben Abdelkader, w h o has had d u r i n g an event fu l l i fe ­
t i m e seven husbands, and near ly double t h a t number 
of lovers, some of w h o m were murdered a t her 
behest, has j u s t been condemned to t w e n t y years ' 
penal servi tude a t Oran , for infant ic ide . She was 
born i n 1848, b u t is s t i l l of surpassing beauty . She 
was first mar r i ed a t the age o f s i x t e e n ; was d ivorced 
shor t ly a f t e rwards ; mar r i ed again, and shot her 
second husband, as she had found h i m engaged i n 
dall iance w i t h a rival. For t h i s offence she was i m ­
prisoned for five years, and on regaining her freedom 
she mar r i ed a Marabout , embarked i n pol i t ics , and 
inc i ted the Tribes to the r i s i ng o f 1881 . W h e n the 
insurrec t ion was over the f a t a l Fa tma r a n a w a y f r o m 
her Marabout , and had i n succession four husbands, 
her seventh one be ing l u c k y enough to l i v e t o see 
his dangerous w i f e sent t o pr i son for a good r o u n d 
period, d u r i n g w h i c h she w i l l oe kep t ca re fu l ly o u t o f 
mischief. 

T H E Duke of R u t l a n d has been f 
freeman of t he Sh ipwr igh t s ' Coropjfl' 
London . • ' " 

W A S H I N G T O N I V E S was a colour^ 
Natchez, Mississippi . A few days ^ -
was found hang ing t o a t ree three mnl ' - J 
w i t h a ca rd a t tached, saying that ^ J 
lynched. He had a t t empted to outra., J 
w o m a n . 7 'J '/J 

I T is said t h a t the operation of traat-j 
piece of a rabbi t ' s cornea i n the butKU**^ 
performed a few days ago at the ttnl'S 
a n d Ear Cha r i t y Hosp i ta l , i n BaltirrjoiT?\ 
success. The m a n is beginning to see ; l 
he has not done for three years. -V | 

T H E Shah happened t o be absent W 
capi ta l when Sir H e n r y Drummond-Wrii> t' i'l 
he was compelled to spend a fortnight in * 
before he could present his credentials ; ' 
w i t h the e t iquet te i n vogue at Teheran * 

M . G I L L E T , a telegraphic operator „ 
Stat ion, Lyons , was k i l l e d b y lightaia, M 
B i t t i n g a message. 

M R . W H I S T L E R ' S last mot is anetit tht • I 
B r i t i s h Ar t i s t s . " The ' A r t i s t s ' have c tk l 
the ' B r i t i s h ' r ema in . " 

D R . G A R D I N E R , of Adelaide, a little « 
pletely removed a man's larynx for 
pat ient is a l ive and w e l l . 

F I G H T I N G journa l i s t s are now verv t 
tures i n France. M . Squarr and M. Huul 
fought a tChar l emont . H u a r t obtained X 
p i n k i n g his adversary t h r o u g h the rightaJl 

A L E X A N D E R P O R T E R — t h e fourteen mamj 
of a farm-servant a t Meik le Pitinnan, k . 
deenshire, fe l l f rom i t s bed and dislocate; 
The mother found the ch i l d on the floor \i 

M I L E S of completed r a i lway in Canii 
1887, 12,292. Miles o f completed raiin 
States, December 3 1 , 1887, 137,868. i j , 
1887. 16,367,987 tons of freight were 
10,685,508 passengers were carried 

A P A R L I A M E N T A R Y r e t u r n jus t publish^ J 
the gross a m o u n t o f expendi ture for the i 
the 31st of March , 1888, on the Rovjfi 
s tabula ry was £1,433,922. Of this amooc 
for pensions and gra tui t ies was £28539 i 
to head and other constables amounted tofl 

T H E English Churchman announces thatj 
bishop of Can te rbury has vetoed the pr*( 
the Bishop of L i n c o l n for ritualistic practkgl 

A T a Crimes A c t Cour t at Traleettes 
Pa t r ick Stack, a farmer's son, was ckuitj] 
t i m i d a t i n g a m a n named John Kellv - J 
t u r f at Aghabeg bog, near Lixnaw, the i 
M r . S . M . Hussey, w h o had been bore 
magistrates said they could notseetbeitc 
flict less t h a n six months ' imprisonment t 
labour, and sentenced the prisoner accordsj-1 

M R . G E O R G E N U G E N T T T R R E L L , superird 
the Great Western Ra i lway , being about to J 
Daniel Gooch, the cha i rman of the computi 
sented h i m wr>h a handsome silver-gilt vi?l 

A L L r e c r u i t i n g i n Europe for the CapslT 
Rifles and the Cape Colonial forces gneJ 
ceased. 

A D E V O N S H I R E lady, w l i o is a direct !,i 
dan t of Sir John H a w k i n s , is preparing 
of the famous o l d sailor. 

P R I N C E A L F R E D , the ?ldest son of ttri 
Ed inburgh , has been appointed secoo: I 
a la suite of the 6 t h T h u r i n g i a n Regiment 

K Y O T O marches t o w a r d s a higher civilisitd 
Japanese chemists here have now formed i l 
copceia Company. 

M R . D I L L W Y N has secured precedence *S | 
for his m o t i o n i n favour of the disesabi 
the Church i n Wales. 

T H E Emperor of China is having electrica 
u p i n his palace grounds a t Pekin, it • 
8000 dollars. 

A T E R R I B L E murde r has been perpetraietsl 
A Chinaman was found t i ed up to a tree. «±i 
w o u n d i n the head, and bo th feet cut of. 

T H E R E are now numbers of township! c | 
sota w h i c h are declared to be alive withrm 
c f the "genuine Rocky Mounta in variety.'' 

A N O T H E R Amer ican mil l ionaire is in 
th i s t i m e M r . James C. Flood, of San Fo 
of the Bonanza k ings and great mill)ou»| 
Pacific coast. 

T H E Bol ton Trades Counci l having smti* 
to Baron De Worms , expressing satisfictix I 
recent In t e rna t iona l Conference had ap* | 
abol i t ion oftheexpDrtStatebountiesor .sufitJ 
non. gentleman has repl ied, thanking them t«J 
l u t ion they have adapted, and a t the sameti«1 
them t h a t the i r opinions are fu l ly appreci»Wjj 
whose special funct ion i t i t to endeavour»" 
the bounties. 

T H E Queen has been pleased to coss»^l 
Association of Or ig ina l Engravers, heretw*] 
as the Society of Painter-Etchers, shall b 
en t i t l ed " The Royal Society of Painter-P*! 

A S H A N G H A I magistrate 's device for '"V 
m o r a l i t y of the na t ive residents is to * 
c lamat ion p r o h i b i t i n g women from freqi* ! ' H | 
shops. J 

I N the great cholera epidemic in J « * J 
there were 155.574 cases. Of these 11",' 
fa ta l . These figures are vouched for in»• 
issued 

T H E R E are about 10,000 Japanese I 
K i o t o , the f ru i t s of t t ie labours of the 
sionaries there. T h e y in tend hav ing*"" l 
on the i r cards,as a dis t inguishing mark. ^ 

T H E Japanese navy is, i n actual foK* ^,1 
guns, m u c h i n f e r o r t o t h a t of Chins 
possesses w h a t China has not—four l"P , 
an admirable arsenal, and an adeq" t K 

min i s t r a t i on . -
A x ancient ordinance decrees that v-

the House of Commons must ^ ^ 5 1 * 1 
Summers seeks t o promote an 
respect—to a l low of the i r being f " 
graphed. j j . 

T H E Aberdeen Wapinschaw—the " " ^ y t l 
petition: —has been honoured by j ^ ^ l 
honour has t aken the shape of a • J S ^ I 
cup . s t and ing eight inches high, and ^ - J 
i n diameter. I t is engraved wi th » 
monogram. 

T H E po l l ing for sheriffs of London ^ j , 
ha« taken place a*, the Guildhall . * ^ L 
and M r . Alde rman Gray were returP';oSjV*| 

I T is stated tha t , as a token o f y 0 t * l 
management of the affair of A t x l • » ! 
has bestowed upon his Prime " ' " ' i j ^ ^ 
Jah, a robe of honour w i t h a F v r i

 4 < e < j 
of rupees (£10,000). This has fc*t'^,>,| 
approbat ion o f the Government of h>°^ 
I 'u l ' .er in . . -\S(1 

S T R E E T T E L E P H O N Y . 
Glasgow appears to have t aken the lead i n t h e 

adopt ion o f a system of automat ic telephone boxes. 
There are 76 o f t h e m scattered about the c i t y , to 
w h i c h subscribers have keys. When a non-subecriber 
wants to use the telephone* he f i rs t r ings u p the ex­
change and ascertains whether the desired connec­
t i on can be made. I f i t can, the fee of three o r s ix 
pennies, according to the distance he wan t s to t a lk , 
are dropped one b y one i n t o a hole i n the box . The 
pennies, as they f a l l , break a c i r c u i t a n d r i n g a b e l l 
at the centra l s ta t ion, and t i f the required number is 
announced the central office makes the connect ion. 
At the end of three minutes a l lowed for conversation 
'he connection is au tomat ica l ly broken. T h e average 
r i i i i e t aken t o p u t t w o persons i n telephonic com­
munica t ion i n Glasgow is 35 seconds, i n B i r m i n g h a m 
10, in L iverpool 32, and Dundee 20. 

A N inquest was held a t Tork a f ( * ? ^ « i — 

body of a c h i l d w h i c h had been ioa&. v »?| 
was suggested t h a t the inqu i ry s ' ) 0 l l r 1 np**J 
One of the j u r y m e n , named Henry 
maker , thereupon said, *' But v W th-^J 
s i r T h e coroner replied that ^ J L 
i-tances he w o u l d be excused, *>a t*.M 
t rea ted as a joke, b u t when the j u f f j 
was found t h a t Empson had c o m m ' ^ r f 1 
t h a t another j u r y m a n had been 
home for t w o or three days. ^ e ^JL 

T H E Congregation of t l ie HoK ^ [ j * J 
t h a t Catholics may fo rm part * ' 0 [ WI 
Association k n o w n as the Enigb^ i I^i»':<1 

suppor t ing the request made °v j ^ J 
and reject ing t h a t of the Can»« ^ 
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