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LITERATURE AND THE ARTS. 

*-. THE late Major Whyte - Melville had, says the 
( f l i r t r "~ i l l e w days before his death, placed in the 

hands of his publishers, Messrs. Chapman and Hal l , 
the man;iscript of a new three-volume volume. 

THE Academy states that Professor Fraser has 
lately bean eugaged upon a new and thoroughly 
revise! editiou of his "Selections from Berkeley," in 
which he his aimed specially at providing an intro­
duction to the science of metaphysics. The new 
edition will be issued by Messrs. Macmillan and Co., 
onbehdf of the Delegates of the Clarendon Press, 
almost immediately. x 

AT List Spain is coming forward with a complete 
translation of Shakespeare. The translator is the 
llarquis de dos Heruianas, Don Matias da Velasco y 
Kogas. Three volumes are ready—Vol. I . , " Sonctos y 
Poemas ;" Vol. I I . , " E l Mercador de Venecia ;" Vol. 
I I I . , " Julieta y Romeo." Volumes IV. , V., and V I . , 
now in the press, wil l contain " Otelo," " E l Sueiio de 
una Noche de Verano," and " Hamlet."—Academy. 

Ouaua DICKENS left his novel of " Edwin Drood" 
in an unfinished state. Mr. Wilkie Collins was asked 
to complete the romance not long after his death, but 
he declined, and, in reference to certain rumours, i t 
isfltated that he has no intention whatever of under-
talnng the task in the future. 

T i i E autobiography of the Duke of Grafton, the 
Prime Minister of George I I I . , from which Lord 
Edmond Fitzniaurice drew so largely in his " Life of 
Lord Shelburue," has, nccording to the Academy, been 
placed by the presentduke in the hands of Lord Car-
lingford for publication. 

I T is expected, says/ the Athemenm, that the forth­
coming WinterJUhibition of the Royal Acamemy will 
contain the following pictures, lent by the University 
of Cambridge from the Fitzwilliam Museum—viz.: 
Hogarth's Portraits of Dr. and Miss Arnold; a View 
of Ashby Lodge, variously attributed to Hogarth and 
Richard Wilson; a View of Scheveningen Beach, 
attributed to Salomon Ruysdael; a Waterfall, by J . 
Ruysdael; a Landscape, by Hobbema; and a Cattle 
Piece, by A. Van de Velde. 

M p n SAMPSON LOW, MIRSTON, ANO CO. are about 
to commence the publication, in monthly parts, of Mr. 
Francis George Heath's work, " The Fern World." 

W I T H the new year wil l appear a monthly magazine, 
to be called the BUiyraph. The first part wi l l con­
tain twelve biographical sketches. For the second 
p i r t Mr. Gladstone has answered a number of ques­
tions. I t wil l be published by Mr. A. H . Moxon. 

M K . GARDNER'S new and important undertaking, a 
reprint of Jamiesou's invaluable Dictionary of the 
Scottish Language, is making progress. The supple­
ment in this issue wi l l be incorporated with the body 
of the work, and the ifhole wi l l be revised by Dr. 
Longmuir. —^ - _J 

Mn-ii:. vox HiLLEr .5 , the authoressof the " Vulture-
Maiden," of which two translations appeared in Eng­
land, has a new novel just ready, of which an authorised 
translation, by Mrs. Bell, wi l l be published by Baron 
Tauchnitz in his German series. The German title 
will be " Und sie koinmt doch." 

T H E Swedish pdfetess, Maria Dorothea A'-ten, died at 
Stockholm on the 30th u l t , in her 79th year. Her 
literary activity belonged to the first quarter of the 
century, and closed with the collected edition of her 
dramatic and poetical works published as long ago as 
1S2S. The best known of the tragedies was " Johan 
Huss," published in 1822. 

THE Athenaeum says: Admirers of the late Mr. G 
H . Lewes will be glad to learn that he has left behind 
htm as much manuscript as wi l l add two additional 
volumes to his last work, " Problems of Life and 
Mind." These volumes wi l l be published in due course, 
under the supervision of " George Eliot." 

HOUSE OF COMMONS TOTES. 
In the division in which tbe Govern.aent policy was 

called in question, the first of the present session, the 
Liberals who voted with the Government were Mr. 
W. H . ' Foster, Mr. H . A. Herbert, Sir Nathaniel de 
Rothschild, the Marquis of Stafford, Mr. Walter, and 
Mr. Yeaman. Mr. Roebuck and the following Home 
Rulers were in the same lobby : Dr. Brady, Mr. Owen 
Lewis, Mr. Arthur Moore, Dr. O'Leary, and Dr. 
Ward. Mr. Joseph Cowen, Mr. Samuda, and Mr. 
Torrens, who on some previous occasions have sup­
ported the Ministry, neither voted nor paired. . The 
majority of the Home Rulers who voted, includ­
ing Sir Joseph M'Kenna, Sir Patrick O'Brien, 
Major O'Beirne, Mr . Denis O'Conor, The O'Conor 
Don, Mr. ODonnell, Major O'Gorman, Mr. O'Reilly, 
and Mr. O'Shaughnessy went into the lobby with the 
Opposition. The members of the late Administration 
who voted in the minority were Mr. Baxter, Mr. 
Bright, Mr. Campbell-Bannerman, Lord F. Cavendish, 
Mr.Childers, Mr. Dodson, Mr. Grant Duff, Mr.Forster, 
Mr. Gladstone, Mr. W. H . Gladstone, Mr. Goschen, Lord 
Richard Grosvenor, Sir W. Harcourt, the Marquis 
of Hartington, Sir^Henry James, Mr . Knatchbull-
Hugessen, Mr. Law, Mr. Shaw Lefevre, Mr. 
Lowe, Mr. Otway, M r . / A. W . Peel, Dr. Lyon 
Playfair, and Mr. Stansfsld, the tellers being Mr. 
Adam and Lord Kensington. Mr. Fitzwilliam, 
the new member for Peterborough, voted with the 
Opposition ; Mr. Charles Fitzwilliam, the member for 
Malton, was not present. The only Conservative who 
voted in the minority was Sir Alexander Gordon. The 
number of the majority—328—was the same as on the 
8th February last, when the Vote of Credit was 
carried. The number voting in the minority was then 
124, giving the Government a majority of 201. On 
the 3rd of August Lord Hart^ngton's resolutions were 
rejected by 338 to 195—a Ministerial majority of 143. 
The majority of 101 on Saturday morning was ttfeWwest 
yeWsecured by the Government in any of tltagreat 
divisions upon their Eastern policy. 

T H E ASSASSINATION OF T H E P R E S I D E N T OF 
THE PERUVIAN SENATE.—The Panama Star and Herald 
says : That Don Manuel Pardo, President of the 
Peruvian Senate and ex-Pre3ident of Peru, was assas­
sinated on November 16, when entering the Senate to 
discharge his official duties. The Herald continues: 
'• Pardo had always been the champion of Constitu­
tional government. He recently fell under suspicion 
as being opposed to the present Peruvian Administra­
tion, who preferred that he should live out of the 
country for a time. Accordingly he resided in Chili 
for some months ; but on the opening of the present 
Peruvian Congress was elected President of the Senate, 
and returned a few weeks pefore bis death to take that 
place in the Legislature^^ 

P E R U A N D T H E C H I N E S E C 0 0 L I K 8 . — Whi l e 
North America, like our Australian Colonies, resents 
the immigration of Chinese coolies, South America is 
prepared to welcome them with open arms, and a 
treaty has been entered into between Peru and China 
by which the Government of the latter country con­
sents to the emigration of its inhabitants to Peru pro­
vides they are properly treated there.. The Peruvian 
authorities entered into a contract with a Mr. Olypham 
for the introduction of the desired immigrants into the 
•country, and Mr. Olypham, having chartered a 
steamer, the Peruvia, for the purpose, set out to Hong-
Kong some months age; but the English colonial 
authorities placed such difficulties in the way of the 
embarkation of the people that ho was fain to return to 
Callao with an empty ship. A second venture to a 
Chinese port was no more successful, and the Peruvia 
was on her voyage back to Callao when adverse winds 
and some casualty caused her to seek refuge in Yoko­
hama in distress, and the last news of Mr. Olypham 
was from that port. 

D E P C T A T I O N TO L O U D B E A C O N S F I E L D . — A de­
putation, including several members of Parliament, 
assembled at Downing-street to present to Lord 
Beaconsfield an address, contained in a casket of 
silver ornamented with gold, from British residents in 
California. A letter, however, was read from the 
Prime Minister, postponing the presentation on ac­
count of the death of the Princess Alice. His lordship 
said: " A terrible calamity has fallen upon the 
country. An English Princess, one of the most noble-
minded and most gifted of women, endeared to the 
people of this country by her rich intelligence and her 
life of perfect domestic bliss and duty, has fallen a? 
victim to the terrible disease which had already 
ravaged her hearth, and which sho met by her devo­
tion to 7 her children." Mr. Puleston, M.P., Mr . 
Torr,VM.P., Alderman Cotton, M.P., and Mr. 
Corry, M.P., said a few words expressing sympathy 
with her Majesty and the Royal Family^and concur­
ring in tile course taken by the Prime Minister under 
such painful circumstances. Mr. Montagu Corry said 
he would communicate to his lordship the sentiments 
which had been expressed. The presentation was ac­
cordingly postponed to some time to be appointed by 
Lord Beaconsfield. 

T H E B L U E R I B A N D O F S M I T H F I E L D . — T h e 
great annual gathering at Islington attracts all classes 
to the metropolis, for agriculture now employs many 
hands and engages many heads. Advantage is taken 
of this to hold meetings of various agricultural 
societies more or less connected with live stock; and 
the Smithfield Club Show is looked forward to as a 
general rendezvous. Large as the hall is i t has a 
wonderfully crowded appearance, and the variety of 

{agricultural implements and appliances on exhibition 
-"T^hows that the inventive genius of the modern 

I mechanic is anything but dormant. Although the 
^ J * ™ 3 has passed its eighty-first year, i t is still vigorous 

and powerful; and we congratulate Sir Brandretb 
Gibbs as Honorary Director of the show, and Mr. S. 
Sidney as Secretary of the Agricultural Hal l Com-
pany, on the signal success which has attended their 
labours in carrying out the arrangements of the 
exhibition. The Prince of Wales, who visited the 
show before the judging was over on Monday, in­
spected theaa|iimals without inconvenience; and con­
gratulated the officials on the excellence of the stock, 
and the inertasing prosperity of the club. His Royal 
Highness, who witnessed tbe competition for the 
Champion Prize, was among the first to compliment 
Mr. Richard Stratton on his great success in carrying 
•f f for the second tims the Blue Riband of the show. 
—Lux SteciJottr.ial. 

A CURIOUS POINT OF LAW. 
A somewhat curious point of law has been recently 

raised. An action has been brought against a 
police officer for wrongful arrest, to whith he has 
pleaded that he was acting in the discharge of his 
duty, and was consequently not guilty in contemplation 
of law ; and, secondly, that he acted upon reasonable 
information, and in the best exercise of his discretion. 
The plaintiff hereupon administered interrogatories 
asking him from whom and under what circumstances 
he htd received the information which led him.to make 
the arrest; and the other day the question was 
argued in full court whether an interrogat iry to 
this effect was admissible. '^Mr. Justice Field 
had allowed it, on the ground tha|, although an officer 
of police, the defendant was yet, likfl\any other defen-
d;uit, bound to answer any question that did not 
criminate himself. On the other hand, i t was urged 
very 6trongly that information given to a police con­
stable in the discharge of his duty lis, or ought to be 
privileged, and that i f i t were jmade public the 
efficiency of the force would be'impaired, and the 
public service would suffer. The Divisional Court, 
consisting of the Lord Chief Baron and Mr. Baron 
Pollock, have referred the matter back to Mr, 
Justice Field, taking care, at the same time, not 
to impugn the grounds of his determination. They 
have decided that the interrogatory ought to be 
disallowed, not as being improper in itself, buf as being 
prematilrejy put. Whether the question might be 
asked pf the defendant in the witness-box their lord­
ships are not prepared fo say, but they are satisfied 
that i t cannot be asked as a mere preliminary to the 
action itself. On the whole, i t is questionable how 
far the police, who have of late shown a tendency to 
act with a very high hand, are justified inclaimingany 
privilege of this kind. A constable who admittedly 
exceeds his duty must take the consequences, and can 
hardly pretend that, like a Minister of State, he is 
bound to keep the matters of his department a strict 
secret. Sir Richard Mayne would have made short 
work of any such pretence. 

CITY OF GLASGOW BANK. 
The creditors of Mr. Adam Curron, of the Lee, met 

in Edinburgh, when i t appeared that as he was a 
holder of .£2460 City of Glasgow Bank Stock the 
liquidators had lodged a claim for £501) per share, 
making a total £1,230,000. Mr. William Scott, 
pirtner of Innes, Wr igh t and Co., was examined in 
Bankruptcy before Sheriff Murray at Glasgow. He 
gave, in answer to tbe trustee, particulars of the 
large transactions in which the firm engaged, and 
their dealings with the City of Glasgow Bank. He 
was further examined by Dr. A. B. Maegregor for 
the liquidators, and by has own agent At the close 
the sheriff granted an adjournment, and also ismed a 
conimisson for the examination of Mr. Innes Wright, 
a director of the bank, now in prison. Mr. Scott, 
on leaving the court, was apprehended by Superinten­
dent Boyd, of the Glasgow police, under a warrant 
from the Procurator Fiscal, charging him with embez­
zlement or theft of £24,000, the proceeds of bills 
received for discounting in 1876 from Glen, Walker, 
and Co. He was conveyed to the central police office 
and locked up.. The Crown officials have completed 
the preparing of the indictment against the directors 
of the City of Glasgow Bank. I t will be served upon 
each of the accused on tbe 31st, and the trial is fixed 
to take place in Edinburgh on the 20th January. Pe»-
missionhas now been granted to the agents of the pr i ­
soners to examine the books. 

The examination in bankruptcy of Henry Taylor 
and Sons, Glasgow, took place before Sheriff Guthrie. 
The senior partner of the firm, William Taylor, wal 
one of the directors of the City of Glasgow Bank, and 
a commission has been granted for his examination in 
prison. Henry Taylor, son of the bank director, 
stated that the business had been in existence since 
1835, and he joined i t in 1863. At that time there 
was at his father's and uncle's credit \£40,730. At 1st 
January last there was at the debit of the prisoner's 
account £11,933. and there was a surplus of assets 
over liabilities of £31,600. His father was an original 
shareholder of the City Bank, and became a director 
in 1S71. Tbe firm was not indebted to the bank then, 
but in 1873 they got some temporary advances. These 
were all repaid within a short time. In October, 
1874, they began to get advances, which were not re­
paid tefore others were received ; and at the suspen­
sion of the bank the firm owed the bank £74,000, 
which included £6000 of interest. I n 1875, when 
the advances increased somewhat, his father took cer­
tain scrip stock shares belonging to himself and 
firm tc* the bank, and gave them to Mr. Stronacb, 
the manager, to be held by him, and to show that no 
other advances were being got on them. These shares 
still belonged to the estate. They never got accommo­
dation bills, and had no speculation outside their busi­
ness. Since last year they had sustained £28,000 or 
£29,000 of loss. Since the stoppage of the bank there 
had been about £45,0iX) of their bills receivable that 
bad been unpaid owing to the suspension of th accep­
tors. They sustained losses with Hay, Son, and Co., 
and their bills ranked on the estate for about £18,000. 
The state of affairs showed the firm's liabilities, 
including debt to the bank, to be £130,926, and assets 
£23,995; the assets of partners were—William Taylor, 
£15,412; and Henry Taylor, £1029. The examina 
tion was adjourned. _ 

A SERIOUS CHARGE. 
I11 the Common Pleas Division of the High Court of 

Justice, before Lord Coleridge and a special jury, the 
case of Lovering (Trustee of Kino) v. the Commercial 
Union Assurance Company was heard. I t was an 
action upon a fire policy for £3000, and compensation 
was claimed for lose in consequence of a fire at the 
premises of Mr. Kino, a tailor and outfitter, 322, High 
Holborn. The questions raised were whether or not 
a fraudulent claim had been sent in, and whether the 
fire was caused with the connivance of Mr. Kino. 
The Attorney-General, Mr. Grantham, Q.O., and Mr. 
Moultanappeared for the plaintiff; and Sir H . James, 
Mr. W. William, Q.O., Mr. Mathew, and Mr. Hollams 
for the defendants. Mr. C. S. Beecroft, a valuer, 
said he valued the damages done by the ; fire. Sir 
Henry James concluded his speech for the defendants, 
and proceeded to call their evidence. While the first 
witness was under examination, the Attorney-General, 
who had been out of court, returned, and said that 
during the trial his client had called his attention to 
some suspicious circumstances, yet the charge was 
so serious that he (the Attorney-General) did not 
think i t well to withdraw from tbe case. At the 
present moment, however, there. had been dis­
covered circumstances that convinced him that 
he ought not to keep this matter up any longer, 
and therefore he would consent to the jury finding 
a verdict for the defendants. Mr. Kino in June last 
negotiated an arrangement with his creditors to pay 
20s. in the pound by instalments, and he represented 
that he had stock at Newington-causeway to a certain 
amount Some question had been raised as to two 
sheets on the stock-taking of December, and these two 
sheets had been discovered to have been inserted into 
the account of the stock at Newington-causeway. On 
this being discovered he felt bound to yield to the 
suggestion of his client, and consent to there 
being a verdict for the defendants. Lord 
Coleridge entirely approved of the course which 
had been taken. Of course no imputation what­
ever rested upon Mr. Lovering, the nominal plaintiff, 
or upon the gentlemen professionally connected with 
the case, for they had only endeavoured to do their 
best for the general body of the creditors. A verdict 
was then returned for the defendants, and a similar 
verdict was given in an action upon another policy 
effectew-with the Northern Assurance Company. Upon 
the application of Sir H . James all the documents 
were ordered to be impounded. 

H E A V Y F A L L OF S N O W I N S W I T Z E R L A N D . — 
There has been no such fall of snow in Switzerland 
for many years as during tbe past week, not even 
during the winter of 1870-71. Traffic is greatly im­
peded, the omnibuses are running as sledges, and from 
the Jura to the Alps there is one almost unbroken mass 
of snow. 

COMPULSORY D E S T R U C T I O N OF M I S T L E T O E . 
— I n certain districts of the Rhine provinces police re­
gulations hare been issued ordering the destruction 
every year of all mistletoe found upon fruit trees. 
The parasite must be removed each season by February 
at the latest, on pain of summary punishment Evi­
dently the mistletoe enjoys but little veneration on the 
part of tho German empire, and the issue of an order 
for its destruction just at this period of the year seems 
strange, indeed, to English readers, who are just pre­
paring to do full honour to i t in connection with the 
approaching Christmas festivities. 

D I S O R D E R L Y HOUSES I N C H E L S E A . — A t 
Westminster Police-court, London, John Isaacs, 
Lamont-road. Chelsea; AdolpheCarroyer, Margaretta-
terraee; Albert Abbott, Limerston-street; James 
Mockridge, Shalcombe-street; Arthur Gardener, Ger­
trude-street ; and Annie Ashley, alias Salter, alias 
Brandesbury, Lamont-road, all in the parish of St. 
Luke, Chelsea, were oharged on warrants with keeping 
disorderly houses. I n opening the case, the counsel 
stated that the recent prosecutions in Chelsea had not 
had the desired effect, and the neighbourhood was 
getting as bad as ever. Tbe cases of Isaacs, Abbott, 
and Carroyer were very bad, Oarroyer having no fewer 
than three of these houses in one terrace. Evidence as 
to the character of the houses having been given, all 
but Carroyer and Ashley pleaded guilty, and the whole 
of the prisoners were sent for trial, bail in £80 being 
required for the men and in £40 for Ashley. Abbott 
was not bailed, and Isaacs was allowed out on his own 
recognisances, as ha was suffering from dropsy, 
and i t was deemed unsafe to send him away in the 
van. 

COST OF T H E C I T Y P O L I C E . — A statement of 
the estimated expenses and income of the City of 
London Police Force for next year has been issued by 
the Corporation. The expenses are set down at 
£100,075. The salaries of the commissioner, surgeon, 
receiver, and other officials amount to £4395, and 
the wages of the 825 men'of the force to £68,991. 
The superintendent has £6 17s. 7d. per week; 

ythe 14 inspectors' wages vary from £4 2s. to 
£3 Is. 6d.; the 14 station-sergeants and 12 detec­
tive-sergeants received £2 l i s . 3d. ; 34 sergeants, 
£1 19s, l i d . ; 30 other sergeants, £1 16s. lOd.; 390 
first-class constables, £1 12s. 3d.; 201 second-class 
constables, £1 8s. 8d.; and 129, £1 5s. 7d. Forty-
eight plain clothes officers have an extra allowance of 
5s. per week, and an additional sum is given them in 
lieu of uniform. The 137 constables employed in 
regulating the street traffic have also a small addition 
to their pay, and each man in the force is allowed 3s. 
per month for boot money. These extra allowances 
absorb - £3146, and the clothing of the force costs 
annually £4331. For tbe superannuation of officers 
the public pay £6400; lanterns and oil cost £310 
per annum, and the infirmary necessaries £630; the 
rents of police stations amount to £5327, and rents, 
taxes, coals, gas, and repairs, £5030. The whole 
estimated, expenditure is £100,075. As regards the 
income, a police rate of 5d. in the pound on the 
assessable rental of the City (£3,156,660) after de­
ducting 6 per cent for poundage and deficiencies 
brings in £61,817, and the Corporation of London 
contributes £23,383; the fines and penalties imposed 
by magistrates under the Police Act amount to £440, 
and, for watching the bridge*, the Corporation pays 
£765. The constables living at police-stations pay, as 
rent, £1891. Sixty constables ore engaged on private 
duty at the Bank, the Post Office, the railway stations, 
and elsewhere, and for their services £5778 is received 
annually. The estimated income is £94,075, and the 
deficiency of £6000 is provided for by a surplus of 
assets on anothirf stooount. 

ENGLAND AND RU 
R E C A L L OF T H E C A B U L MISSION. 

I am in a position to communicate to you, says the 
special correspondent of the Standard, a most impor­
tant piece of news. The statement of Sir S. North-
cote (in reply to the question of Sir V. Harcourt), that 
the English Government had recently had reason to 
doubt whether the Russian Mission to Cabul was really 
withdrawn, occasioned grave comment at St. 
Petersburg. People thoroughly understood the 
significance of Sir Stafford Northcote's lan­
guage, and public opinion was decidedly op­
posed to any needless provocation being given to the 
English Government The Cabinets of St. James and 
St. Petersburg have been in active communication 
for the last ten days, Count Schouvaloff having, 
as I positively know, distinguished himself by his 
sincere labours for the preservation of a good under­
standing between the two countries. A great danger 
to the continuance of that good understanding has 
at length been removed. The admirable firmness of 
the English Cabinet has reaped a legitimate victory. 
The Russian Mission to Cabul has been formally and 
officially recalled. I am also in a position to add that 
the English Government is satisfied that Russia wil l , 
when the time fixed by the treaty comes, evacuate 
those portions of European Turkey which are still 
occupied by her troops. Thus the approaching Christ­
mas season may be heartily welcomed, as bringing with 
it a better assurance of the preservation of tbe peace 
of the world than any reasonable persons could well 
have entertained a month ago. 

SINGULAR WILL CASE. 
Mr. Benjamin Harper, a gentleman residing at 

Harrowgate at the time of his death, which took place 
on the 29th of January, 1872, left behind him per­
sonally and reality to a considerable sum. The 
ultimate disposition of his property was contained in 
three testamentary papers, which came before the 
President of the Probate Division. The suit 
concerning them was brought by the eldest 
son and heir-at-law, who disputed his father's 
soundness of mind when executing the last of 
these papers, a codicil of January, 1872. His 
first wi l l was executed in December, 1865, having 
been drawn by a firm of solicitors at Harrogate. I n 
1871 thB senior partner of the firm took instructions 
from the testator for another wil l , which was duly 
made and executed and retained by bim at the office 
of the firm at Knaresborough, unknown to his 
partners at Harrogate, entirely through inadvertenee. 
On the 180i of January, 1872, he again took instruc­
tions from the testator for a codicil, and forwarded 
them to the head office at Harrogate to be acted 
upon. The wil l to which this was a codicil was 
really at the Knaresborough office, but in ignorance of 
its existence the wil l of 1865 was treated as the one to 
which the codicil applied, and recited in it with the 
alterations which were required. Substantially, tbe 
two wills of 1865 an6T5'lS71 were identical, a small 
bequest of about £100 being withdrawn in the latter 
from the eldest son and two other children. The 
widow was appointed executrix, and the wi l l was duly 
admitted to probate shortly after the testator's death 
and has been acted upon up to the present time, the 
mistake having been fully explained to the apparent 
satisfaction of all parties. From some unaccountable 
cause the eldest son now comes forward to endeavour 
to set aside the codicil on the ground of his father') 
unsoundness of mind when executing it. Mr. Inder-
wick, Q.C., and Dr. Tristam appeared for the defend 
ant upon whom the issue was. The plaintiff was not 
represented by counsel but by-his solicitor only, who 
applied for a postponement prior to the hearing without 
supporting his application by affidavit. The appli­
cation was refused, and on the proof of the above facts 
the Court at once pronounced for th^wi l l and codicil, 
with costs against the plaintiff. 

B R I S T O L E L E C T I O N . — M r . Lewis F ry , the 
Liberal candidate for Bristol, was returned for that 
constituency by a majority of 1547 votes over his Con­
servative., opponent, Sir Ivor Guest, the numbers 
having beeh\9342, against 7795. The Liberals polled 
454 more than at the genoral election, while the Con­
servative strength was 727 less. Bristol is the sixth 
constituency which has been contested since the proro­
gation of Parliament in August. I n five of these 
Liberals have been returned, and two of the places— 
Newcastle - under - Lyme and Maldon—hod been 
hitherto represented by Conservatives. 

F A T A L F I R E I N D U B L I N . — T h e house No. 99, 
Lower Dorset-street, Dublin, occupied by a solicitor 
named Patrick Joseph Hickie, was recently discovered 
to be on fire. The only occupant of the house was 
Mr. Hickie, who lived rather an eccentric life, and 
who i t is believed had fallen asleep at tbe parlour 
fire. I t is supposed that, when the parlour floor gave 
way, his body fell to the kitchen floor, where i t was 
found in a cinder. Tbe remains presented a shocking 
spectacle, and, from the position of the skull, the only 
part of the body which retained anything like its 
original shape, i t would appear that the unfortunate 
man must have fallen on his face. The deceased was 
over 60 years of age. J 

K a i b W A Y A C C I D E N T N E A R B A T H . — A n o t h e r 
accident has occurred on the Somerset and Dorset 
Railway. After a portion of the railway had been 
closed for four days, in consequence of an extensive 
subsidence in the Combe Down Tunnel, near Bath, 
the line was opened for passenger and goods traffic. 
Work had not proceeded many hours when a goods 
train ran off the road between Radstock and Wellow, 
and blocked the line during the greater portion of the 
day. The greatest promptitude was, however, used 
in restoring communication, which was established 
during the afternoon. The accident was caused by 
the spring of the truck falling, and this ran for a 
mile along the permanent way, considerably damaging 
it, and ultimately resulting in ten trucks being thrown 
off the rails. The line being single, and the traffic, 
on account of the Christmas approaching, being heavy, 
considerable public inconvenience was involved. 

A N A C T O R I N T R O U B L E . — W i l l i a m Beckett, 
26, describing himself as an actor, whoappeared rojbe 
dock with a collegiate cap in his hand, was charged 
before Mr. Marshal), at Hammersmith Police-court, 
with be'ng drunk and incapable in Flask-walk. Potter, 
22 S R, deposed that on the previous night he was on 
duty in High-street, when he was told that there was 
a man lying down in Flask-walk, and i t was 
not known what was the matter with him. 
Witness went there and found prisoner in a 
fit, and suffering from the effects of drink. 
Prisoner said he hoped the magistrate would deal 
leniently with bim. He attracted great attention in 
public-houses, and sometimes hod a lot of drink given 

IACTS AND FACETIAE. 

T H E F O R E I G N P O L I C Y OF T H E F R E N C H GO­
VERNMENT.—In the French Senate M . Waddington, in 
reply to a question, said he was glad of the oppor­
tunity i t afforded him of explaining the foreign policy 
of France. That policy had not varied since tbe close 
of the Congress. I t was embodied in the instructions 
given to the French plenipotentiaries at Berlin. They 
were to defend the interests of France, to maintain 
peace, to do nothing to compromise French neu 
trality, and to avoid all engagements concerning 
the future. These conditions had been scrupu 
lously respected, and France left the Congress as free 
as she entered i t . She had constantly supported the 
execution of the Berlin Treaty. No doubt there were 
difficulties, but with the accord of the Powers they 
must soon be settled. Wi th .regard to Greece, M . 
Waddington said, in the action which France bad 
initiated to secure for that country a sufficient frontier 
she would not be isolated, but would act in concert 
with all the Powers. 

F A T A L R A I L W A Y A C C I D E N T . — M r . Payne held 
an inquiry at Guy's Hospital, as to the death of Eliza 
Gray. I t appeared that on the 2nd inst, she and 
some neighbours went to Gravesend and returned by 
the 7.50 p.m. train. On reaching Northfleet, about 
ten minutes to nine o'clock, as she was getting out of 
the carriage, having one foot on the platform and the 
other on the step of the carriage, the train suddenly 
moved on and she was thrown to the ground, her thigh 
being broken. Sbe"was removed to the hospital, where 
she died. Only one official of the South-Eastern Com­
pany was examined, and he admitted that the train 
was late and that one of tbe officials, but which be 
could not say, started the train before the passengers 
had time to get out. I t was through this that Gray 
and several of the other passengers fell in getting out 
The jury returned a verdict that the death of the de­
ceased was accidental, and that they were of opinion 
that there had been gross neglect on the part of the 
railway officials in not allowing sufficient time for 
passengers to alight 

W E D D I N G G I F T F R O M F A I R I S L E TO T H E D U K E 
OF CONNAUOHT.—Some time ago the inhabitants of Fair 
Isle sent to Mr. Thomas, sheriff of Orkney and Shet­
land, the following articles, to be transmitted to the 

uke of Connaugnt as a present on his approaching 
marriage—viz., a smoking cap, a yachting cap, a pair 
of knickerbocker hose, a muffler, and a pair of gloves, 
all wrought in the colours and patterns peculiar to the 
Fair Isle hosiery. The Duke's acceptance of the islanders' 
present has been announced to the Sheriff in the fol­
lowing letter: "Aldershot, 27th, November, 1878. 
Sir ,—I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 7th instant, stating that you have been deputed by 
the inhabitants of the Fair Isle to forward for the Duke of 
Connaught some specimens of the peculiar native in­
dustry of tbe place as at present on the occasion of his 
Royal Highness's approaching marriage. I am directed 
in reply to state that his Royal Highness is deeply 
touched by this mark of kind feeling towards him ; and 
that while accepting a gift so graciously given, he him. On the night in question he had share of about 

twenty pots of beer. He had never been in the court trusts that iou wil l take an early opportunity of eon-
before. Detective-sergeant Sergeant said he hod seen veving to the inhabitants of the Fair Isle his Royal 
prisoner in the streets reciting, but never knew him Highness's most sincere thanks for the loyal and kindly 
to be in custody before. Prisoner: I give lectures as 
well. I hope your worship wil l deal leniently with me. 
Mr. Marshall: Well , you are discharged. Go away. 
Prisoner: Thank you, sir. 

thought that prompted them to forward so interesting 
a memento of his approaching marriage.—I have, 
Ac., (Signed) W. G. ELr-ifcrNSTONH. Comptroller and 
Treasurer." 

W H Y is anything reconsidered accounted " pro­
fitable ? "—Because i t is considered a-gain. 

" A W I N D I N G - U P C A S * . " — A watch's. 
C O U N T R Y SHAREHOLDERS.—Ploughmen. 
A S U N S H A D E . — A n eclipse. 
W H A T is the beat th ing for deaad-lock f—A 

skeleton-key, we presume. 
A C A L I F O R N I A N philosopher extracted from a 

schoolboy the following reply to the query," How is the 
earth divided, my lad 1" " B y earthquakes, sir." 

A G E N T L E M A N who has just furnished him 
house, writes to us to say that he finds dumb waiters 
don't answer. 

W H A T inmates of the deep—or suppose we say 
the shallows—makes most stir in the world ?—The 
oy-ster. I V 

A S M A L L boy hearing his parents speak of a \ 
soprano who sang in their church, asked what it was. 
His father said "a soprano, my boy, is a lady who is 
up in all the airs, and puts 'em on heavy." 

H A R L E Y W I M P O L E , in the Cristmas holidays, 
wishing to get as soon as he could from Paddingtoa to 
Shoreditoh, unfortunately got hold of a cabman who 
did not know London well. The end of i t was that 
poor Harley was driven—to distraction. 

A R E S I D E N T in the city of old maids and 
mustard, whilst on a visit to Newcastle one day, went . 
into an hotel and asked the waiter for a plate ot beef. 
The waiter, seeing him dip his fingers into the salt 
cellar, quietly drew his attention to the salt spoon, 
when the stranger, turning round, said, " Dis tho* 
think aa's that foad 0' salt te eat i t wiv a spoon ? " 

L O R D B R I D P O R T , when he commanded the 
Channel fleet, was called the " Whiting Catcher," 
from his being so often in port. At a dinner given by 
the Mayor of Plymouth, he said, " Captain Trow­
bridge, I suppose you have no objection to fill a 
bumper to the health of the commander in-chief ?" 
" Not any," replied the captain; '* but hand me claret, 
for I am quite tired of drinking him in port." 

L O R D B R O U G H A M , proverbial for his gallantry 
to the fair sex, was pleading in a jury case before the 
late Lord , and his client, happening to be a 
female, and defender in the action of the name of 
Tickler, he commenced his speech in the following 
humorous strain: "Tickler, my client, the defendant, 
my lord." The audience, amazed with the oddity of 
the speech, were almost drawn into hysterics of 
laughter by the judge replying—*' Tickle her yourself, 
Harry, you're better able to dot than I am." 

A D U T C H M A N read somewhere that money 
doubled itself by compound interest every fourteen 
years, i f i t was put carefully away and lett untouched. 
The guileless Hollander at once dug a hole in th* ' 
cellar and buried 8400 packed in a tea kettle. This 
was fourteen years ago lost Wednesday. On that day '• 
be rose at four o'clockin tbe morning and dug bis comb . 
up, with the confident expectation that i t had increased-
to S800. His disappointment was great; and, when, 
his friends interview him now, he expresses the opinion 

Dem arithmetics ish all a lie. '" 
" S T A N D I N G one day at the corner of a street 

1 a town in the West of Ireland," Jtfitea a corre­
spondent " my attention was ottractHl by a passing 
ftmeral procession. The deceased, judging from the 
long line of carriages and the multitude of Irish 
following the hearse, must have been ' a foine ould 
Irish gintleman,' and, being curious to know on whose 
account this great parade was being made, 1 asked of an 
Irishman standing near, " Who is dead f" " Indade. 

he replied, " I dun know; but whoever he be, be 
jabers, he may well be proud of his funeral." 

TOWARDS the close of the Indian famine, when 
subscriptions were being raised lor tbe relief of the 
sufferers, a couple of worthies were seated over a glass 
in a quiet " pub" in the village of Birtley, when th* 
following conversation was heard: " Wey, Gordie," 
said one, " they say they want ten million sterling to 
send to the starving Hindoos." The other, who was 
a gamekeeper, after a little deliberation, replied. 
"Ten million starlings! Nowt but bosh, man! I t 
wad take all the men iv England to catch them 
mony!" 

A F E W years ago, a young man, conversing 
with a Methodist local preacher, declared it to be th* 
easiest thing in the world to preach a sermon,' and bis 
friend, in order that the youth should not wont an 
opportunity, offered him a pulpit on the following 
Sunday at the Felling. The offer was accepted, and 
on the appointed morning the young man made his 
appearance in the rostrum, his friend the local preacher 
occupying a pew near at hand. All went well up to 
the sermon, but with the announcement of th* text th* 
Would-be preacher showed signs of being in difficulties. 

.After repeating his text thrice, he leaned over the 
pulpit railing, and io> a pitiful voice cried out to his 
frienoV' Spence, man, &a s sick!" 

S O M E tune ago, a man who had succeeded in 
obtaining work at Seghill Colliery, applied to a black­
smith for tools, with which be was supplied after 
giving satisfactoVy replies to various questions. The 
blacksmith then asked the stranger's name, and was 
told " DinniO Shute." " No, hinny," he replied, " aa 
winnot shoolAut tell me thy nyem." Again the new 
workman replied, " Dinny Shute," and in a soothing 
tone the blacksmith said, " Wey, man olive, aa's not 
shootin'; ao'6 oxin'thoo canny. Whoot de they call 
thoo? " " Wey, man, aa's tell'd thoo my nyem," said 
the stranger, "it 's Dennis Shute." "Oh, said the 
blacksmith, " aa see noo, aa thowt thou wes tellin' us 
to speak law doon!" 

" I T is a common practice in certain parte of 
Scotland for one of the relatives of the deceased person 
to assist the gravedigger at the funeral in covering tb* 
grave. One one occasion Saunders, as the gravedigger 
was called, was thus occupied on one side of tbe grave, 
and a cousin of the deceased on the other. This 
person was drawing some very affecting sighs, and 
turning up the white of his eyes in an exceedingly melan­
choly manner; but, as Saunders was not alow to 
observe, he was filling in very little of the earth. Turning 
round to the assembled company, and leaning on the 
spade, he remarked, with a solemn shifke of the head, 
that there was " no rest an this side 0 ' the grave," 
" Confound ye," roared Saunders, whose wrath had 
been fast rising, " come across toe the ither side then, 
an1 shovel in the y i r d ! " 

S O M E time since a friar came to a French town 
in order to preach a sermon upon a certain occasion. 
His sermon went off tolerably well, and the friar was 
hospitably received. The next day, to his great dis­
may, he was told that i t was a holiday in honour of th* 
patron saint of tho town, and that all the congregation 
were assembling in the church in order to listen to th* 
new sermon he was expected to deliver. The poor 
friar had brought only one sermon with him, and that 
was already delivered. What was be to do? He sot 
into the pulpit, and looking \ery solemnly round the 
church: " M y brethren," said he, "certain malignant 
persons have said there was heresy in the sermon I 
delivered to you yesterday ; and in order to show how 
false is this accusation, I propose to deliver i t to you 
all over again." 

A FAMOUS nobleman once called on Dr. Aber-
nethy, the great English physician and surgeon, with 
reference to an inflamed eye. My lord, after waiting 
an hour for Abernethy to get through with a number of 
charity patients, whom he never left to attend upon 
the highest nobleman, began the conversation by saying: " 
" Doctor, I wish you would examine this eye; I fear 
some deadly mischief is at work here." " If you wi l l 
sit there in my patient's chair, and let me do the 
talking, I wil l soon find out what is th* matter with 
you." A few sharp questions, and the doctor con­
cluded the interview with the following words: 
" Your difficulty is not where you think it is, in your 
eye, but"—pointing his finger at the patient's enormous 
stomach—"it is there, in your kitchen. Of course, when 
the kitchen is out of order, the garret and all the other 
rooms in the hr-use are likely to be more or less 
affected. Now, all you need to do, is to clear th* 
kitchen, and the garret wi l l require no special purifi­
cation. Your lordship must do as tbe famous Duk* 
of Wellington did on a well-Jtnown occasion—cut off 
the supplies, and the enemy will leave the ci'adel." 
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